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La Belle Aſemblie. 


The SIxXTEENTH Day. 
A was but à very little time after the 
ge | Sun with his returning Beams had be- 
gun to chear this part of the Globe, 
J d| when the two beautiful Friends Siſvi- 
1 ana and Areliſe quitted their Bed, and 
went into the Apartment of Urania; 
N which they found that Lady. was. juſt 
ready to leave, in order to pay them that Civility ſhe 
now received from them. As ſhe was not accuſtomed . 
to be wanting in theſe kind of reſpects, ſhe excuſed 
| herſelf in ſo gallant and agreeable a manner, that thoſe 
to whom ſhe made her Apology were infinitely. pleas'd d 
to have prevented her deſigned Complaiſance; fince it 
, furniſhed her fine Genius with a ney Opportunity of 
diſcovering itſelf, ſo much to the Improvement and 
Delight of the Hearers. Is 12 as - 
: BT. Urania, fearing the ſame. thing might hapx 


verſation ; and, taking both their Hands, led them to 
„ Ss RS. 


pen to her with Celemena, would not prolong the Con- 
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AnF- 
that Lady's Chamber, where they were immediately 
Join'd by Felicia, Hortenſia, Fulia, Camilla, and Florinda. 
WHEN the firſt Compliments were over, Confeſs 
- now, ſaid Celemena, addreſſing herſelf to Areliſe, that 
but for the pain your Abſence inflicts on a Perſon juſt- 
ly dear te you, you would not wiſh to be in any other 
place than this. I have ſeldom known Celemena miſ- 
taken, reply d that beautiful Lady, with a Bluſh which 
ve a double Luſtre to her Charms; and IT do not in 
the leaſt diſſemble, when I proteſt, that if one Attach- 
ment at Paris were join'd to thoſe J find here, there 
wou d be nothing cou'd add to my Happineſs. 1 
J underſtand you, cry d brania, embracing her, and 
whegever the Day arrives which ſhall unite you for 
ever with what you love, it will deprive me of an un- 
ſpeakable Satisfaction, if I am not permitted to be a 
Witneſs of your Felicity. | 
FOR my part, interrupted Silviana, the pleaſures 
of this Situation, and the eſteem I have for this agree- 
able Society, have made me almoſt forget all other En- 
gagements; and had it not been for the Diſcourſe of 
Celemena, there was more than a little danger I ſhou'd 
| have quite loft the Memory of every thing elſe, | 
O the inſincere one! Exclaim'd Areliſe laughing, 
but for your Puniſhment, I will inform the whole Com- 
pany, that your Heart is too full of Liſimond, to have 
any ſhare in this Compliment. - . | 
WHAT, cry'd Florinda haſtily, is this Lſimond of 
whom you ſpeak, the ſame that gave occaſion to that 
agreeable Argument of Self- love, with which we were 
ſo delighcfully entertained ? | — 7 
YES, charming Florinda, anſwered Areliſe, he was 
the Lover of Silviana for ſeveral Years, without daring 
to declare himſelf as ſuch; not that he wanted any Re- 
quiſite to entitle him to the Favour of a Maid of Qua- 
lity; He is deſcended ofa Family no leſs valued in the 
World for a thouſand ſhining Virtues, than for its anci- 
ent Nobility: He is rich, amiable in his Perſon, has a 
fine Underſtanding, improved by all the helps of Edu- WY 
cation; and what is yet above all theſe, he is a Man 
of ſtrict Honour, and More 1 1 Zut all theſe Perfecti- 
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(3) 
rence among ſuch a Number of Adorers, as were conti- 
nually about Si] He found himſelf indeed treated 
by her with particular Marks of Diſtinction; but as a 
true Paſſion is always timid, he imputed them only to 
her Civility, and trembled left in diſcloſing his Affecti. 
on, he ſhould loſe the regards he now obtained from 
her as an indifferent Acquaintance, | / 
I'N this manner did he paſs over more than three 
Years, till perceiving none of his Rivals had the Se- 
cret to pleaſe her, he at length began to imagine there 
might be a poſſibility one day to convert the Eſteem ſhe 
now had for him into a more tender Paſſion ; he there- 
fore reſolved to ſound the bottom of her Sentiments, 
and for thar purpoſe, took a Method, which, I believe 
you will think pretty extraordinary. He all at once 
withdrew his Afduities, and affecting no more than 
a common Reſpe&@ for Sikiiana, ſeemed to ſtudy no- 


thing more than to render himſelf agreeable to the 


young Meliſſa, who indeed wants no Charms to favour 


the Deceit. He was never from her at thoſe times when 


he knew there wou'd be many Witneſſes of his Viſits: 
He conſtantly attended her to the Juilſeries, the Ball, 
the Opera, and all publick Places; and without men. 
tioning the leaſt word of a Paſſion for her, made every 
body imagine he was poſſeſt of the moſt violent one. 
This Artifice had the defired Effect; it not only diſ- 
cover'd to Silviana the Influence his Merits had gain'd 
over her, which till then ſhe was entirely ignorant of 
herſelf, but alſo made known to the tranſported Lo- 
ver, that he had been far from indifferent to her. It 


vas this Situation of her Mind which gave riſe to tha 


Converſation you have heard concerning Self-love, in 
which ſhe maintain'd with ſo much Wit and Spirit that 
her Jealouſy proceeded only from that Paſſion. 

BUT that Diſcourſe was no ſooner over, than ſhe 


was convinced, as I had been long before, how much 


ſhe had been a Stranger to the true Poſition of her own 
Heart. Liſimond appear'd at the End of the Walk, 
leading Meliſſa ; Silviana perceiv'd them firſt, and with 
a viſible Diſcompoſure in her Countenance, Look there! 


cry'd ſhe ; Behold, how that Creature is dreſs'd to day! 
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How unbecoming is every thing about her! I wonder 
how any body can think her tolerable ! | 
I know not, anſwered I laughing, whether my Self- 
love is leſs clear-fighted than yours, or whether I am 
naturally more juſt ; bur I proteſt to you, that I think 
I never ſaw her more agreeable than at this Inftant ; 
and I aſſure you, ſhe always paſs'd with me for a Wo- 
man perfectly lovely. . 
IT may be ſo, reſumed ſhe, with ſome heſitation in 
her Voice, and a Look, which let me know ſhe was 
not a little piqued at what I had ſaid; and was ſuffici- 
ent to confirm me in my former Conje&ures, that it was | 
ſomething more than Vanity which made her ſo un- 
_ at the Aſſiduities Lſimond had lately paid this 
ady. IE | 1 
51 'BY this time we were ſo near each other, that it 
was impoſſible for us to avoid them; Meliſſa accoſted 
Siloiana with her uſual Freedom; but this Lady in re- 
turning her Salutation, turn'd ſo — * that 
the other demanded if ſhe were indiſpoſed. 1 ſupported 
her under the Arm, and was ſo ſenſible of what the felt 
in this Interview, that I trembled for her ; but as I 
was about to ſpeak, ſhe reply*d to Meliſſa, with a Cou - 
rage, which it was eaſy to perceive ſhe took ſome pains 
to aſſume, that ſhe had not been well for ſome days, 
and that ſhe came out only to take the Air, it being 
one of the Remedies preſcrib'd by the Phyſicians. As 
| Toon as ſhe had pronounced theſe Words, ſhe turned 
haſtily away, without attending to what either ſhe or 
Liſimond were going to ſay, or uſing any farther Cere- 
—:.. 7 S777 . 
WE left the Tuilleries directly, and her Coach, which 
waited at the Gate, carried us home, without her open- 
| Ing her Lips to ſpeak one word to me: I was not much 
furpris'd at her Silence, nor pretended Indiſpoſition, 
for I ſaw the Agitations of her Soul, and that Liſimond 
was become infinitely dearer to her than till that mo- 
ment ſhe believed he was. — FE e 
IN the mean time, that faithful Lover, who had but 
acted a part in Concert with Meliſſa, for whom he had 
nothing more than a perfect Efteem, begg'd leave to 
quit her in order to follow Silviana, whoſe 8 
| neſs: 


theſe different Emotions which al 


| agitate 


TIT = - 
Illneſs had given him a Diſquiet, that made him forget 
all the Indifference he had determin'd to aftet, 
FAR from oppoſing his deſign, that good-natur'd 
Lady preſs'd the Execution of it, and perceiving ſome 
of her Acquaintance in a diſtant Walk, ſhe went imme- 
diately to them, leaving him in the liberty he de- 
fir d. He was at Siſviana 's almoſt as ſoon as we; but 
his Sight ſo ſudden, and ſo unexpected, threw her into 
ſo violent a Surprize, that, wholly unable to withſtand 
A once crowded in- 


to her Breaſt, ſhe fell motionleſs on the Couch ſhe was 


* ſitting on. 


I was ſtrangely perplex d at this Adventure, but my 
Aſtoniſhment hindered me not from having recourſe to 
all the Remedies proper for her Recovery, while Liſi- 
mond was on his Knees before her, with all the Sym- 
ptoms of a Man abandon d to deſpair, beating his Breaſt, 
weeping, and kiſſing her Hands by turns, as variouſly 
by his Love and Grief, - Cd £2; 
OUR Cares at length brought her to herſelf ; and. 
the firſt Object that preſented itſelf to her returning 


Senſes being Liſimond at her feet, es, forth his 


Soul in terms the moſt ſoft and paſſionate that Love 
can dictate, or that Wit can form; ſhe regarded him 
with an Aﬀoniſhment, which, I fear'd, wou'd a ſecond 
time have overcome her Spirits: but this Surprize be- 
ing of a different Nature from the former, had a diffe- 
rent Effect; and after he had ſaid enough to remove all 
thoſe Scruples, which had formerly given her ſo much 
Diſquiet, What, cry'd ſhe, is it poſſible, that Melifa 
has no ſhare in your Affections, and that it is Sikviane 
whom alone you love? I have never adored any other 
than you, anſwered he, nor did Nature ever produce 
Charms capable of making me forget yours one mo- 
ment. It is more than three Years that I have lan- 
guiſh'd for you, I teſtify'd my Admiration of you ag 
far as the-humility of my Paſſion would permit; but 
you yoychſafed not to underſtand me, 1 fear d myſelf 
deſpiſed, and durſt not come to a farther Explanation, 
and therefore withdrew my Afſiduiries.——— Meliſſa 
is my Kiſwoman, I” made her the Confident of my 
Love and my Deſpair, She adviſed me to declare my- 
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ſelf ; but the dread of diſpleaſing you wou'd not ſuffer 
me to take her Counſel; and had not the extreme in- 
qnietude, which I was ſeiz'd with at your telling us 

you were indiſpoſed, compelled me to follow you, in 
order to be more fully inform'd of the State of your 

Health, I know not whether I ſhould ever have aſſum- 

ed courage to have attended you, without having re- 

ceived ſuch Commands from yourſelf The Swoon - 
you have been in, my Grief and Diſtraction to behold 
it, have now diſcovered the Secret of my Heart. 
you are in poſſeſſion of it diſpoſe me as you pleaſe, 

IN DEE D, reply'd Silviana, (with a Tranquility 

which ſurprized me more than her former Diſcompo- 
ſure had done) you had ſaved N great part of 
thoſe Inquietudes you complain of, MAI been ſooner 
made acquainted with your Sentiments : it was impoſ=- 
fible for me to gueſs what paſſed in your Heart, when 

I was ſo — . Stranger to my own, that, till the 

Pain I felt in the Change of your Behaviour towards 
me, and the Pleaſure which now re-animates me in this 
Confeſſion of your Love, I knew not that I had a 
tenderneſs for you----'twas Jealouſy, twas Love, *twas 
the Joy of ſeeing you again, that threw me into the 
Condition I have been in: — I am not accuſtomed to 
Emotions, ſuch as I have lately ſuſtain'd; and as I wiſh 
never to be inyolved in the like, I accept your Heart, 
and receive, without Diſſimulation, the Faith you offer 


WEE: 1 . 

IAM little able to deſcribe to you the Graces with 
which Silviana made this Declaration, but much leſs to 
give you any adequate Idea of what the tranſported Li- 
ſimond felt at ſo happy a Diſcoyery. So I ſhall only ſay, 
that, after a thoufiud Teſtimonies of the moſt inviolable 
Affection on both Sides, they agreed to be united for 
ever in the indiſſoluble Bonds of Eymen, as ſoon as Ma- 
rine my Aunt, ſhould return from Britany, where ſhe 
was gone on ſome Family Affairs. This Lady had the 
care of Silviana's Education, her: Mother dying while 
ſhe was yet an Infant, and ſhe thought the Affection 
ſhe had ſhown in that Charge, merited this Conſidera- 
tion from her. I no ſooner heard this, than I wrote 
to my Aunt a Recital of the whole Adventure, who 
| return ed 
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returned me an immediate Anſwer, that ſince her Ab- 
ſence was all that retarded the Happineſs of fo faithful 
a Pair ſhe would make all poſſible haſte to Paris + we 
are in expectation of her in about three or four Days, 
and Liſimond ſet out to meet her on the way; and that 
gave us the opportunity of enjoying the Happineſs Cele- - 
mena has procured. us. | —_ | 

Silviana now confeſſes, that her Jealouſy of Liſimond 
proceeded from a motive very different from that of 
Self-love ; and he, that his ſeeming Attachment to Me- 
liſa, was for no other end than to try what Effect it 
wou'd have on her. Siſviana made him ſome Reproaches 
for this Stratagem; but with ſo much Wit and Tender- 
neſs, that he had no reaſon to complain. All doubts 
of Rivalſhip being now removed, Meliſſa was ſent for 
to partake in their Contentment; and this amiable La- 
dy, who is ſhortly to be married to an intimate Friend 
of Liſimond's, brought with her, her intended Spouſe; 
and never was a Converſation more agreeable, or more 

ay, than paſſed between this little Company. Meliſſa 
3 congratulated Silviana on the Concluſion of 


this Affair; and Silviana being entirely cured of that 


Paſſion, which had blinded her Reaſon, now render'd 
Juſtice to the Beauty of that agreeable Lady. There 
cannot be a more perfect Amity than between them 


two ; and I believe the ſame day will be appointed for 


the Nuptials of both, 
_ Sikoviana, in: whoſe every Action may be diſcoyer'd; 
the moſt charming Freedom and Openneſs of Heart, had 
no ſooner entered into an Engagement with Liſimond, 
than ſhe diſmiſs'd all that Train of Admirers which had 
given him ſo much pain; and told them, that the Name 
of Virgin, which had ſo ſong authoriz'd their Addreſ- 
ſes, had now no longer the Power, and the Name of 
Liſimond's Wife, which ſhe had determined to take up- 
on her in a ſhort time, permitted her not to receive any 
Viſits on the ſeore of Love. X LEE 
AS great a Shock as this Declaration was to ſome, 
who had Hattered themſelves with being well in her 
eſteem, none had the Temerity to complain; and in 
ſpite of their Diſappointment were compell'd to own, 
hr ſhe, who had behay'd with ſo much Decorum in 
| | the 


2 
the great World, knew alſo how to retice with the 
Game Prudence. 1 | 5 

TH Us, continued Areliſe, have I given you the true 
State of Silviana s Heart and Circumſtances; and by 

what I have ſaid, pou may eaſily judge, if all the Plea- 
- ſures ſhe can partake with us are capable of making her 
forget thoſe, which Love and Marriage are preparing 
ra ; 

T H E beautiful Areliſe here concluding her Narra- 
tion, I aſſure you, ſaid Urania, that nothing is more 
pleaſing than this Adventure, nor more entertaining 
than the manner in it which has been recited. A 

I do not think, added Felicia, that there is a poſh- 
bility of giving greater Embelliſhments. Thoſe who 
can ſpeak in this manner, cry'd Camilla, can commit 

no fault equal to ſilence; and we are infinitely obliged 
to the charming Areliſe, that ſhe did not abridge the 

Hiſtory ſhe gave us, not only that our Curioſity is more 
amply ſatisfy d with all the Particulars which brought 
on the Happineſs of Liſimond; but alſo that in fo do- 
ing ſhe prolong'd the pleaſure of hearing her. 

THERE are ſo few Incidents in the Affair ſhe has 
been relating, ſaid Silviana, that it required no leſs a 

Genius than that of Areliſe to ſpin it to the length ſhe 
| has done without becoming tedious. | 
I know too well, reſum'd Areliſe, the Value of Praiſe, 
when given by ſuch Mouths, not to wiſh I merited it 
ut I entreat, you will convert your Attention to 
a more worthy Obe c. I ſee ſomething in the beau- 
tiful Hortenſia s Eyes, that perſuades me * mind is ill 
at eaſe, Tis eaſy to divine the Cauſe, ſaid Celemena ; 
and if we examine ſome others of this agreeable Society, 
we ſhall find the ſame Marks of an inward Agitation; 
and if it be true, as certainly it is, that Husband and 
Wife make but one, we have here but half pf vrania, 
Felicia, Hortenſia, Fulia, Camilla, or Floriada. 

YOU are very penetrating, reply'd Camilla, with her 
accuſtom'd Gaiety,and I am very ready to allow the Juſ- 
Tice of your Obſervation, And I, added Hortenſia, Urania, 
Felicia, Fulia, and Plorinda, confeſs'd alſo, that the Ab- 
fence of their ſpouſes gave them ſome Inquietude; ænd 

- every 
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the next Room, and have enjoyed t 


Grace, 


Te) 


wery one of them promis'd to make their particular 


Reproaches. / - + OM 4 
Celemena had a Heart too delicate not to be ſenſible, 
that theſe Ladies muſt really feel ſome pain in the ima» 
in'd Negligence of Perſons ſo dear to them; and there- 
* propoſed to go in ſearch of them, who ſhedoubt- 
ed not were all together. The whole beautiful Com- 
pany gladly conſented, and riſing up with that deiign, _ 
the Door was no ſooner open'd than they perceiv'd The- 
lamont, Orophanes, and all the reſt in an Anticham-_ 
ber, where they had been fome time, and heard all 
their Diſcourſe; the Ladies ſtarted, and turned back 
into the Chamber, where they were followed by their 
Husbands laughing exceſſively at their Anger and Aſto- 
niſhment. | | 5 | | 
WE no more deſerve, ſaid Thelamont, the Treat- 
ment you have prepar'd for us, than any thing you 
are capable of ſaying cou'd be ſevere enough to puniſh 
our Neglect had we been guilty, We were no ſooner told 
you were here, than we ran to pay our Duty, and came 
up juſt as the amiable Areliſe began the Hiſtory of Si» 
viana ; which, being loth 8 we ſtayed in 
fame pleaſur 
in that Recital with yourſelves. | e 


T IS we therefore, added Oropbanes, that ought to 


make Reproaches, that you aſſembled yourſelves to- 


gether, without admitting us to ſhare in your Enter- 


tainments. True, cry'd Orſamnes, and I know not 


what Reparation could have been made us, had we 


been deprived of hearing the Adventures of the beauti- © 


ful Silviana, related in ſo agreeable a manner. Indeed, 


faid Urania, ſimiling, I ere applauded this Ac- 
t 


tion of yours, and am delighted, that you have loſt no- 
thing of that Diſcourſe; for, I aſſure you, continued 
ſhe, looking tenderly on Thelamont, that I ſecretly” 


- wiſh'd a thouſand times you cou'd partake of the Satiſ- 
faction it gave us. IT. e 
AFTER ſuch an Acknowledgment, anſwered he, 

it is impoſſible to be angry; and I know not, if it is 


not a kind of Merit in a Perſon ſometimes to commit a 
fault, who knows how to excuſe it with ſo good a 


THIS. 


11 
THIS amiable Society diverted themſelves ſomeys. il | 
time in ſuch like Demonſtrations of their Wit and Good- 
Humour, till being told Dinner was on the Table, they 
adjourned to the Hall, where they fat down with a 
Contentment of Mind, that rendered Noon more plea- 
ſing than the Morning had been. When Dinner was 0- 
ver, they went into the Library, and according to the 
Rules preſcribed by them, the Converſation turned whol- 
ly on the inſtrud ive Part. Celemena having open'd the 
firſt Book that offered to her View, ſee here, ſaid ſhe, 
| putting it again into its Place, the Life of one of the 
| - Roman Emperors, which is to me the moſt deteſtable: 
| It is that of Domitian, the Son of Veſpaſian, and Brother 
| of Titus ; who though he had ſome good Qualities, was 
4 ſo ſtrongly carried away by his Vices that the former ſer- 
1 ved only to render the latter more conſpicuous. 
IT is true, ſaid Thelamont, that this Emperor had 
great Faults, but it muſt alſo be confeſs'd he had ſome 
excellent Parts. He took an extreme Care, that the 
Magiſtrates under him ſhou'd dojuſtice even to the mean» 
elt of the Roman People, or of the conquered Provinces; - 
and never pardoned a Judge, who had been found guil- 
ty of Bribery or Partiality. He had frequently this 
Maxim in his Mouth, that the Prince who 4 not puniſß 
Corruption, vas guilty of it bimſeif. „„ 
H E was the firſt that gave the Romans any notion of 
a naval Fight, by cauſing a great Lake to be cleanſed, 
and afterwards ld up by the Waters of the Tiber, on 
which he appointed a great number of Gallies and other 
Veſſels to encounter each other, to the great Satisfac- 
tion and Improvement of the Spectators; but notwith- 
ſtanding the immenſe Sums he expended in this, and 
other Shews, he never was able to attract the Love of 
the common People, fond as they are generally of every 
thing that makes a noiſe. 1 
NOR was he more ſucceſsful among the better 
ſort, tho he did ſeveral Things worthy of giving him 
the Title of Father of his Country, particularly in de- 
prong Courtezans, and other Women of a known de- 
uch'd Life, the Liberty of being carried in Litters, or 
receiving any Legacies or Gifts, by way of Teſtament; 
and ia expelling a young Senator from the Capitol, for 
| ; having 


CV 


having been the principal in a Dance. But theſe good 
Edicts ſeemed but like Starts of Virtue in his Soul, the 
greater part of his Actions proving the almoſt propenſi- 
ty to all manner of Voluptuouſneſs and Cruelty, But 
that which rendred him moſt odions to all Ranks of 
Men was, that he would needs make himſelf be wor- 
ſhipped as a God, and cauſed all thoſe who refuſed to 
offer Incenſe to him, to be proſcribed as Traitors, 

HIS Rage and Cruelty carried him fo far, that on 
ſome ſlight Oppofition made to his meaſures, he ſacri- 
ficed ſome of the principal Senators, and afterwards ba- 
niſhed St. ohn the Evangeliſt into the Iſle of Pathmos, 
and put to death two Popes, Clement and Anaclet, Wea- 


ried with ſuch repeated Acts of Tyranny, it is not to be 


wonder'd at, that many Conſpiracies were formed to 
rid the World of ſo deteſted a Monſter ; but tho' ſeyeral 
Projects of this kind had been rendred abortive, he was 
at laſt aſſaſſinated in his Palace by thoſe of his own 
Houſhold in the 15th Year of his re and this aſ- 
ſuming Emperor, who, while he liv'd, wou'd be ador- 
ed as a God, had after his Death no other Honours 
but that of a filent Tomb. A remarkable Inftance 


of divine Juſtice, which, ſooner or later, never fails 


to humble and to puniſh the Proud and the Vain- 


/ 


glorious. _ | = 
IT is moſt true, faid Orſamnes, that exceſſive Pride 
is ſeldom unattended by ſome dreadful Cataſtrophe: 


but, continued he, let us turn our Eyes from theſe hor- 


rible Images, and make a Contraſt more agreeable : let 
us to the Folly and Madneſs of Vanity, oppoſe the Ex- 
cellence of Modeſty; and in the Room of what we 
wou'd avoid, call to remembrance what we wou'd 
imitate. An Inftance of this laſt, which to me ſeems 
worthy of Admiration happened under the Reign of 


the ſame Emperor, of whom we have been ſpeaking. 
The Iſland of Great-Britain, being almoſt wholly revolt- 


ed from the Roman Power, Domitian ſent a very great 
Army, commanded by that wiſe and valiant General 
Agricola, in order to reduce it to its former Obedi- 


ence. This brave Man, at his Arrival, found an Op- 
poſition much greater than he expected; for the Bri- 


tont were not only unanimouſly bent on the 3 
x | | PO ; 2 
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of their Freedom, but had alſo called in the Scots, or 
Picts, and Triſþ to their aſſiſtance: ſo that they formed 
a2 Body capable of ftriking Terror to a Heart leſs intre- 
pid and reſolute than that of Agrico/a. But this magna» 
nimous Roman, far from being ſurprized or daunted at 
their Numbers, ſeemed rather pleaſed to think; that 
if he overcame, it wou'd be a Conqueſt worthy of him; 
and having animated his Soldiers, proceeded to the At- 
tack, broke into the Enemies Camp, and gave them a 
more total Rout than the Roman Power had ever boaſted 
of in that warlike Iſland. The Victory being com- 
leated, he wrote an Account of it to the Emperor, 
5 tho' it was the Cuſtom for a General, after they 
had gain'd a Battle, to encloſe Leaves of Laurel in the 
Letters they ſent to the Emperor, or the Senate, as a 
Mark of their Victory, he wou'd not make uſe of that 
Symbol, and only gave a plain Narration of what had 
happened, aſcribing all the Praiſe of what was done to 
the Captains and Soldiery, and ſaying no more of him- 
ſelf in the Conduct or Action of that memorable Day, 
than that he had the Honour of being one among 425 
reſt, who had been ſerviceable to his Country. Nor 
did he avoid doing juſtice to himſelf, thro* any Fear of 
offending the jealous Domitian, but thro* his own innate 
Modeſty, and the Averſion he had to Oſtentation. 
W E have ſeen in our own Times, ſaid Alphonſo, ſome 
great Captains, who, in this Virtue, have been nothing 
inferiour to the worthy Roman you mention. Thoſe 
Letters which the Duke of Lorrain wrote to the Empe- 
ror Leopold on the Victories he gain d over the Army of 
the Grand Seignior, are Examples of Modefty and true 
Magnanimity to all ſucceeding Ages. TG 
- THAT alſo of Prince Lewis of Baden to the ſame 
Emperor, giving an Account of the Battle he had gain d 
at Salantemen, over the Army of the Turks, commanded 
by the Gfand Viſier Coprogh, is deſerving of the higheſt 
Encomiums. This Coprogly was no leſs famous for his 
+  Valour and Conduct, than had been his Predeceſſors 
Mahomet and Achmet, Grand Viziers; and being ſenſible 
whom he was to encounter, had now taken a particu- 
ar care to be well furniſhed with a numerous Artillery, 
and to poſt his Troops in the moſt ad vantagious manner. 
— =, 3» 
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Prince Lewis of Baden was not ignorant of the Prudence 
and perſonal Bravery of this General; but inſtead of 
avoiding the Combar, as he might eaſily have done, he 
attack d him ſword in hand; and after a ſighę of ſix 
Hours, forced into the rb Camp, The'Gzand: Vi- 
zier was killed, the whole Army put to the Rout, and 
all the Baggage, which was very conſiderable, became 
the Victor's Spoil. The Fame of this great Action co- 
ver'd Prince Levis with never dying Laurels. Yet did 
this Hero preferve'his uſual Wiſdom and Modeſty ; and 
in his Account of it to the Emperor, gave all the Praiſe 
to the Princes and Chiefs of his Army, without ſaying 
any more of himſelf than that he had aſſiſted them 
with FL ASE 7 ER 
THERE is no Quality more truly great, ſaid Ura- 
nia, than Modeſty ; which, while laviſh in adorning 
the Merits of another, is, wholly forgetful of his own. 
But in ere of this Virtue we ſhould be ſtrangely 
unjuſt, 1 ould we negle& the Marſhal de Turenne; that 
great Man Having gained the celebrated Battle of Dune 
near Dunbirt, wrote to Madam his Spouſe in theſe 
Terms... | | | 


N E have engaged the Enemy, and God be prais'd 5 
2 have got the better of them: Tam a little fa- - 
© tigued in the Action, therefore wiſh you a good 
TRY . Cn * | 
Night, and. hope to enjoy the lame. 
HOW 2 is this Modeſty! How noble this 
Simplicity! All the Agricola s in the World are not com- 
parable to ſuch a Hero! | 


' MONSIEUR. the Marſhal de Luxemberg was alſo 
no leſs poſſeſt of this amiable Quality, and teſtified it by 
the Letter he diſpatched to ' Lewis XIV. by Monſieur 
d'Artagnan, juſt after he gain'd the memorable Battle of 
Nerevinde, over the Army of the Allies commanded by 
the Prince of Orange. Theſe are the Terms in whic 

he wrote, word for word. 1 | 
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ec ON.SIEUR ee tell your 1 
DB all that has paſt; the Enemy has done Won- 


4 ders, but your Troops have done yet more, the Princes 

of your Blood have ſurpaſſed Imagination. As for 
© me, I have had no her thare ts oh Victory than. to 
% have taken Huy, and to have dot t le better of the 
Prince of Orange, as your Majeſfy expreſly command- 


4 ' ? 
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THE great Prince of Conde, ſaid Orſamnes, wrote in a 
different Style, but no leſs worthy of Admiration after 
he had gained the Battle of Locyoy, theſe are his Words, 

„HRE Sani Army has been nothing in the Hands 

2 of your: Majeſty's. Troops, we are poſſeſt of 
« their Camp, their Artillery, their Ammunition, and 
* their Baggage, and made a great Number of Priſoners, 


Conde. 


TH E ſame great Prince wrote again to the Queen 
Regent after the Battle of Lens in theſe Terms. 


4 ATTACK ' DP the Spaniards in the Plain of Lens, 
„and have defeated their Army, we both fought 
3 „„ | £ 

Conde. 


I is not to be doubted, added Orophanes, but that 
France has prod uc d many Heroes no way inferiour to 
thoſe of the Roman Empire; and in ſpite of the Regard 
we pay to former Ages, I believe, whoever compares 
the Hiſtories of ancient Worthies with thoſe of latter 
+ Times, will have no reaſon to imagine that Nature has 
4. degenerated: What Annals preſent us with a Reign more 
glorious than that of Lewis XIV? All the illuſtrious 
Qualities which ſeparately render other Princes fa- 
1 mous, were united in him, and will tranſmit his Name, 
with admiration Con to the laſt Period of Time. 
* 6 | HAT} 


(- 15, } | 

THAT Battle of Nerzuinde or Landen, of which Ura- 
nia ſpoke, furniſhes an Inſtance of what I advance. The 
French Army was commanded, as ſhe ſaid, by Monſieur 
the Marſhal de Luxemberg, and that of the Allies by 
Wiliam III. King of England, Their Forces were pretty 
near equal, and compoſed, beyond all contradiction, of 
the moſt valiant Troops in the World. It ſeem'd as if 
theſe two Armies met only to diſpute the Prize of Va- 
lour: the whole Science of the military Art, all the 
Stratagems. and Artifices of War, were put in practice 
by the Generals, on both ſides; till the French, after a 
Fight of twelve Hours, impatient for the Victory, forc'd 
their way into the Camp, and became Maſters of their 
Artillery. The King of England then finding no hope 
of renewing the Battle, made a Retreat, which will al- 
ways be remember' d ta his Glory. The Accoũnt of theſe 
Actions reaching the Ears of Lewis the Great, he made 
this Reply; The Duke of Luxemberg, ſaid that gene- 
% rous Monarch, attack'd the Enemy like a Prince of 
Condé; and the Prince of Orange retreated like a. Mar- 


* 


„ ſhal de Turenne. 


_ WHAT can be more truly magnificent than theſe few 
Words! how much do they contain ! here are four diffe- 
rent Perſons prais d at the ſame time; paſt great Actions 
repeated, and Honour given to the preſent. So well did 
this glorious Prince know how to render Juſtice to the 


Merit of his Subjects, and to his greateſt Enemies. The 


Prince of Conti alſo, whoſe Generoſity equal'd his Cou- 
rage, in writing a Detail of this famous Battle to the 
Princeſs his Spouſe, ſpeaks of it in theſe Words: King 

% William, r br. heroick Virtues render him worthy of 


© the Crown he wears, has made a Retreat full of Glory. 


THERE is a Sympathy between great Souls, which 
will not ſuffer them to deny each other their due Praiſe z 
and he that truly loves Virtue, will love it even in an 
Enemy. | | | 3 | 

HER E Oropbanes ceas'd to ſpeak, and gave the Com- 
pany an opportunity of teſtifying the Pleaſure they had 
taken in his Diſcęurſe: every one bad ſomething obliging 
to ſay on this occaſion, and perhaps they had not ſo ſoon _ 
given over, if the Spouſe of Urania, who knew the Pain 
theſe Sort of Eulogiums gave to the Modeſty of his 
Yak 29, | C 23 ˙·˙ 
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Friend, had not inter 77 them, by ſaying, Nothing 
can be more juſt than this Reflection of Orophanes, and 
I think. we ought not to ſearch paft Ages, and foreign 
Nations for what we may be ſo abundantly ſupply d with 
in our own: Nor Greece, nor Rome, ever boaſted greater 
Names than France has done, and ftill does; and indeed 
it wou'd be to our Diſgrace if we did not, conſidering 
we have united in our famous Academy all that made 
thoſe two Cities ſo juſtly eſteemed : we poſſeſs all that 
was remarkable of their Heroes, their Philoſophers, 


their Hiſtorians, their Orators, and their Poets. Are 


not Ariſtotle, Socrates, Pericles, Alcibiades, Themiftocles, xe- 
nophon, Thucydides, Demoſthenes, Euripides, and Sopbocles 
now our own? And do we not poſſeſs, as much as if we 
ſaw them living, all that made Rome ſo celebrated? Have 
we not Horace, Virgil, Cvid, Catullus, Tacitus, Titus Livius, 
and Cicero? * 1 
WITH this Advantage over thoſe famous Common- 
wealths, do we not find in each Member of our illuſtri- 
ous Academy, all the different Sciences, which ſingly 
adorn'd the Characters of thoſe celebrated dead? And 
do not our Heroes, after being crowned by the Hands 
of Victory, prove in this learned Aſſembly, that they 
merit no leſs honour from the Muſes. e 
IF it was a Glory to the Greeks and Romans, to have 
ſo many ſublime Genius's born among them; ours is yet 
reater, who enjoy at once whatever both produc'd in 
all the different Ages of the World. The general and 
particular Productions of this illuſtrious Body are tranſ- 
mitted with Admiration through almoſt all parts of the 
habitable World. That incomparable Dictionary in 1694, 
is an eternal Trophy rais'd to the honour of the French 
Genius. — *Tis in this uſeful Work, that we are taught 
both to ſpeak and write well: all the Nations in the 
World have recourſe to it for Force and Elegance of 
Expreſſion; and our beſt Treatiſes on all ſorts of Scien- 
ces, Owe the Efteem they find among Strangers to this 
compendious Dictionary: nor are theſe the only Ad- 
vantages it beſtows; for I am told for a certain Truth, 
that many, who before had not the leaſt underſtanding 
in the French Language, have been able by a conſtant 


Application and Help of this Dictionary to attain a 
RY i | L ths perfect 


( 17) 
perfect Knowledge of it; and not only to tranſlate our 
Works into their own Tongue, but alſo to ſpeak and 
write in it, without the aſſiſtance of a Mafter. | 
TH E Romans beliey'd, with Reaſon, that it was for 


| the honour of their Republic, to employ all ſorts of 


means to engage. People to learn the Latin Tongue, To 
this end, they ſent School-maſters to all their Colonies ; . 
and thoſe who had the moſt Succeſs were certain of the 

greateſt Reward, Nor were thoſe learned Men unre- 
compenc'd; whole Buroughs have been made free on 

this occaſion, and particular Perſons honoured with con- 

ſiderable Employments; and by this means the Lan- 

guage extended itſelf thro' Europe, Aſia, and Africa. 

TH E French have indeed no need of - ſuch Methods 
for the Propagation of their Language, the Pleaſure 
their Words afford the Reader, their natural Politeneſs, 
and the Charms of their Society, have been ſufficient 
ro attain all they cou'd wiſh in this Point ; but it muſt- 
ſtill be owned, that it is to the profound Learning and 
Aſſiduity of our noble Academy, that we are indebted 
for the Ambition all our neighbouring Nations ex- 

reſs to underſtand and converſe with us. 

WELL, ſaid Felicia ſmiling, I flatter'd my felf that 
Orophanes wou'd this Day have engroſs'd the chief of 
our Praiſes ; but I perceive Thelamont wou'd not ſuffer it, 

THE Diſcourſe of Thelamont, interrupted Silviana, 
has not made us capable of forgetting what Orophanes 
ſaid; but I find it is peculiar to chis Aſſembly, that 
which-ever of them ſpeaks, demands our whole Admi- 
ration, and we think our ſelves impoſſible to be divided, 
till convinc'd of it by hearing another.. 

FOR my part, added Celemena, all the Moments 
paſs here, are a Succeſſion of Improvement and Delight; 
and tho" I believe nothing can contain more of both than 
what Thelamont has now delivered, yet I will not anſwer 
but T may change my Opinion when next he-opens his 
Mouth, £ nf 

"TIS the ordinary Effect of Truth, faid Urania 
(willing to diſembarraſs her Spouſe from the Compli- 
ments they were 8 for him) to give Charms to 
the moſt plain and fimple Expreſſions. 
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BUT, cry'd Camilla, with a moſt amiable Spiſzht · 
lineſs, muſt all our fine Quotations be in favour of the 
Men? Tis methinks little unjuſt to confine our Ad- 
miration to one Sex, as if Antiquity had not its Hero- 
ines as well as Heroes. 5 | . 
TH E Company cou'd not forbear laughing at this 
Reflection of Camilla's, but Silviana taking upon her to 
reply: it is certain, ſaid ſhe, there have been many 
Women worthy the Praiſes of Poſterity ; but as our con- 
dition 2 us not to undertake thoſe Enterprizes, 
which do ſo much honour to the Men, and as our Glo- 
ry is of a different nature from theirs, the great Actions 
of thoſe of our Sex are looked on as extraordinary, and 
hap ning but rarely, we neither can, nor ought to value 
ourſelves upon them : Men, on the contrary, convey 
the heroick Deeds and Sentiments of each other from 
Age to Age; and the Name of every great Commander, 
or Philoſopher,is as it were perpetual, by the Emulation 
of their Succeſſors: but we ſee not the Example of il- 
Iuſtrious Women much follow'd. If fome few have been 
couragious, the greateſt part have been weak: and timid : 
if one has reign'd with Glory, a thouſand have made 
an ill uſe of Authority; and as in general Nature ſeems 
not to have deſigned us for any thing intrepid or darin 
we ought not to think it ſtrange, in ſpite of our ſelf- 
love, that we have no more than an accidental Place in 
the Praiſes or Quotations of this agreeable Society. 
I 'am entirely of your eb Silviana, re- 
ply'd Florinda, and cou'd be content, that nothing great 
among Women were remembred, provided the Actions 
of ſome were wholly forgot; for if our Vanity finds 
ſomewhat where with to pleaſe itſelf in the Memo- 
ty of an Artemiſa a Panthea, a Lucrece, and a Portia, it 
cruelly ſuffers in that of a Meſſaline, a Fulia, a Nhodope, 
and a. Lais. 1 . 
3 * methinks, interrupted Areliſe, to put 
among the Number of theſe laſt, the Empreſs, Zoa, 
whoſe Life laſt Night was the Subject of my Entertain- 
ment. I know not that Princeſs, ſaid CeJemera, turning 
| herſelf to Urania. Since Areliſe, anſwered that charm- 
ing Lady with a Smile, has paſs'd part of the Night 
is her Company, ſhe muſt give us the Satisfaction of 
LY | making 
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making us acquainted with her; and tho' tis poſſible 
{me of us 4 not be Strangers to her Character, yet 
the Recital, from ſo agreeable — have all the 
Charms of Novelty. "You are always obliging, reſum- 
ed Areliſe; and tho* it wou'd be ſome difficulty to re- 

late a Hiſtory, which I believe you are better vers'd in 
than my ſelf, I ſhall ſooner chuſe to diſcover my Inabi- 
lity, thangive you any juſt cauſe to doubt my Obedience. 


The HrisTorY of the Empreſs Loa. 


F ER the Death of Conſtantine, Son of Baſi lius 
Emperor of the Eaſt, continued this beautiful la- 
dy, the Empire paſſed to Argiropile, who had eſpouſed 
Zoa a Princeſs of the Imperial Family. She was the 
moſt lovely Woman of hegTime, all the Graces of her 
Sex ſeem'd center'd in her Form ; but all the Ambition 
of the other poſſeſt her Soul; ſhe deſpis d all Laws but 
thoſe of her own Will, and to that only Guide of her 
Actions, wiſh'd to ſubjugate the whole World alſo. 

She had a Wit and Reſolution capable of undertaking 
and executing the greateſt things; but as her Paſſions 
were exceſſi ve, and never regulated by Reaſon or by Du- 
ty, ſhe ſuffer'd herſelf ro be hurried by them, like a Ship 
on a tempeſtuous Sea, without either Maſt or Rudder. 
TH E Emperor who tenderly lov'd her, and had yet 
diſcover'd no other Frailty in her Nature than the de- 
fire of Command, thought himſelf obliged to humour 
her in this Article, becauſe he held the Empire chiefly 
by the Rights of her Birth, and therefore permitted her 
to ſhare with him in the ſupreme Authority: but as 
that was not the only Vice with which ſhe was tainted, 
he had occaſion in a little time to repent the confidence 
he had-placed in her. There was a Prince of his Courr, 
named Michael Calephate, young, well-made, brave, of 
a good Addreſs, and who knew how to conceal any E- 
motion of his Soul under the Vail of Vertue. His ex- 
terior. Merit made ſuch an Impreſſion on the Heart of 
Zoa, that, without any reſpect to her Rank, her Duty, 
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et her Honour, ſhe abandoned herſelf without reſerve 
to the Encroachments of this criminal Paſſion. 
. I T was not Jong 4 oh the beloved Prince perceived 
the Influence he had gained; he was too attentive to 
every thing that might give him hope of raiſing his 
Fortune, to be blind to this, had Zoa more endeayour- 
ed to conceal it; both burniag with the ſame Deſi re, 
tho” for different Motives. Michael Calephate grew every 
day more condeſcending, till both, weary of the Re- 
ſtraint they were in, and perfectly acquainted. with 
each others Sentiments, reſolved to break the Ice, and 
give a looſe to Inclination. Michael watching a favour- 
able Moment, was the firſt that ſpoke; the Empreſs 
made no ſcruple of returning his Endearments, and com- 
pleated the Diſhonour in Fact, ſhe had ſo long been 
En. cf. | 

Z O A had near her a Princeſs of her own Blood,cal- 
led Theodora, in whom ſhe placed the moſt perfect Con- 
fidence; but knowing ſhe' wou'd be far from approv- 
ing her Conduct in this Poiq;, ſhe took all imaginable 
Care to conceal it from her. e 
SUCH is the Misfortune of thoſe who are abandon- 
eld to Vice, they know the Ills they bring upon them- 
ſelves ——they ſee the horrour of the Abyſs into which 
they are falling, yet driven by their 22 they fly 
the only Hand cou'd give them Succour, and Virtue to 
them is an Object only of Terror and Affright. But 
Fheodora had yet a greater ſhare of Penetration, than the 
Empreſs had of Diſſimulation, and in ſpite of all her 
Precautions ſaw enough to perſuade her, ſhe cou'd not 
wrong Zoa, even in the worſt ConjeCtures on her Be- 
haviour with Michael Calephate. 'The Certainty of this 
unworthy Commerce gave her an extreme Diſquiet; the 
Friendſhip ſhe had for her Imperial Kinſwoman, and 
the Dread of what Conſequences this Intrigue might 
bring not only to her, but the whole State, made her 

8 reſolve to ſpeak to her with freedom, and to neglect 
nothing that ſhe thought might make the Empreſs ſen- 
ſible of her Erro. | . 
SHE waited not long for an Opportunity to put 
her Deſign in Execution, the Familiarity between them 
gave her frequent Occaſions of being alone with 2 


1 „ 
rve Wand the firſt Time ſhe found herſelf fo, ſhe began to 
draw her inſenſibly into a Diſcourſe of Marriage, and 
ved the Happinefs of that State, whgre there was a Parity 

to of Circumſtances and Affection; and after ſome little 
his Converſation on that Topic. For your part, Madam, 
ur- WH ſaid ſhe, your Majeſty has nothing left to wiſh on that 
tre, ſcore; the Emperor has for you ſo perfect a tenderneſs, 
was £ that eou'd I flatter my ſelf with being ſo well beloyed 

Re- by him I ſhou'd make choice of, I ſhould not heſitate 
ith one moment to enter into the Bonds of Eymen. Pt 
and Y OU have no reaſon to doubt, reply'd the Empreſs, 
* (without mentioning the Emperor) but that whoever 
reſs you ſhall think fit to favour, will place his utmoſt Glo- 
me ry in rendring you happy. But Couſin, added ſhe fmil- 


en ing, which of the Princes of our Court wou'd moſt 
5 pleaſe you to receive Proofs of Affection? 

al- THIS was the Point to which the diſcreet Theodora 
N- had been aiming to bring her, and having gaind it, 
To Since Madam, anſwer'd ſhe, your Majeſty is ſo good 
le to authorize a Confeſſion of this nature, I ſhall make no 


ſcruple to avow the Efteem I have for Aſichael Calephate ; 
that Prince has given me ſome Proofs of his love, and 
if you think fit to approve our Marriage, nothing will 
be wanting to my felieityx. ee e 
TH Is Diſcourſe was like a Thunderbolt to the 
Heart of Zoa, and as ſhe was unprepared to receive it, 
all her Artifice forſook her, and ſhe fell back in her 
Chair, where ſhe remained ſome Moments in a Swoon. 
Theodera was now perfectly convinced, that all ſhe fear - 
ed was but too real, and grieved at the Condition in 
which ſhe ſaw the Empreſs, and more ſo at the Occaſi · 
on, .ran to apply proper Remedies for her Recovery ; 
which ſhe no ſooner accompliſh'd, than taking her hands 
between hers, Be comforted, ſaid ſhe haſtily, Prince 
Calephate loves me not, nor have I any other Paſſion 
for him, than thoſe of Hate and Indignation, becauſe 
he has influenced my Empreſs to an Inclination unwor- ' 
thy of her Rank — an Inclination which has made 
her forget all ſhe owes to the Emperor, and to herſelf. 
Then without giving her leiſure to reply, ſhe proceeded 
to repreſent the Horrour of the Crime ſhe had commit- 
ted the Danger ſhe ran in perſevering in it, and the 


ſhame 
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ſhame which always attends ſuch Amours. But Zoa 
more ſenſible of Joy to find ſhe had' nothing to fear 


from the Infidelity of her Lover, than touch'd with tlie 


Remonſtrances of herÞriend, impoſed on her an eter- 


nal Silence on that Affair; Content yourſelf, ſaid ſhe, 


with having diſcover'd my Secret, without pretending 
to regulate my Conduct, —— I ſhall always liften to 
you on Maxims of State, but will endure no Dictator 
on what concerns my Love. —— Merit therefore the 


Pardon I give you, by endeavouring to forget what your 


boldneſs has convinc'd you of. Theſe Words were ac- 
companied with an Air, which wou'd have fill'd any 
other than Theodora with dread ; but this wiſe Princeſs 
was nothing daunted by them, and tho' for that time 


ee forbore any farther Speech, ſhe did not fail ſome 


Days afterwards to renew her former Remonſtrances 
with double force; but ſhe recelved no better Anſwer 


than before, nor were all herEfforts of any Service to recal 
the abandon'd Zoa from that Path of Perdition ſhe had 


entered into, and was determined to purſue. | 
THEO DORA was not however the only. Perſon 
Who perceived the Empreſs's Amour: this Princeſs was 
obliged to make ſome People the Confidents of her ſe- 
cret Interviews with Calephate ; thoſe ſhe made choice 


of for that end, were more complaiſant, but leſs diſcreet 


than Theodora; and by their imprudent Management, or 
by the too frequent Meetings of the Lovers, the Empe- 


ror was at laſt informed of it; and tho' he cou'd hardly 


2 himſelf there was a Poſſibility ſhe cou'd wrong 
ini in that nature, yet he was reſolved to leave no 


means untry'd which might diſcover the Truth. 


HE ſoon found an Opportunity, and his own Eyes 


having been Witneſs of the Diſhonour of this unfaith- 


ful Princeſs, all the Love he had for her converted into 
the extremeſt Hate, and he immediately form'd a de- 


ſign of revenging himſelf in a manner which ſhould - 


make both the Miſtreſs and the Loverrepent their guilty 
Flzaſures ;- but as Zoa was of a Race idoliz'd by the 
People, and he had been made Emperor only in her 


Right, all Precautions were neceſſary for the Succeſs 
ol his Enterprize. To this end, he began with trying 


the Pulſes of che Senate, by complaining of her Barren- 
| : G I 'y 
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neſs, and repreſenting the Confuſion in which the 
State would be involved, if he ſhould die without an 
Heir; his Artifices ſo well prevailed, that in a ſhort 
time he 3 their Suffrages for a Divorce. But in 
pits of all the care he took to keep theſe Tranſactions 
rom the Knowledge of Zoa, ſhe had Emiſſaries who 
informed her of all that paſſed ; and fired with the ex- 
tremeſt Rage at this Contempt, conſulted with Mi- 
chael Calephate how to. avert his Meaſures, which they 
found impoſlible but by Death, The furious Emprels 
therefore engaged her Lover to accompliſh it, and pro- 
miſed him the Empire with her Hand as a Reward: © 
there was no need of tempting his Ambition with this 
Bait, his Paſhon for the Empreſs, and care of his 
own Safety, rendred it neceſſary to him, that the Em- 
peror ſhould be diſpatched ; he made no difficulty of 
vowing the Performance, and went from her to ſeek 
Perſons proper to aſſiſt him in the Uundertaking, leaving 
her with as little Horror for the intended Murder of her 
Husband, as ſhe had felt ſhame in wronging him. 
I was not very difficult for Prince Calephate to find 
Men capable and willing to ſecond any Deſign he 
ſhould take in hand: His Liberality and the Power of 
diſpoſing many Employments, had gained him a great 
number of Creatures; beſides, as he was known to be 
the Favourite of the Empreſs, whatever he propoſed 
was thought to be with her Approbation: and tho' the 
killing the Emperor gave thoſe he attempt ed to engage 
in it ſome little Shock at firſt; yet it ſoon went over, 
on his acquainting them with the Wrong he was about 
to do the Einpreſs; and that there was no other way 
for her to preſerve her Dignity, and perhaps her Life. 
THE criminal Deſign being well 'confulted, the 
time agreed on for the Execution was the Night be- 
fore the Sentence of Divorce was intended to be paſs d; 
and at an appointed Hour Michael Calepbate, at the head 
of his Accomplices, ruſh'd into the Room wherethe Em- 
peror was fitting at Supper, and in the View of all the 
Court ſtabb'd him to the Heart; while, at the ſame 
time, others of the Conſpirators diſperſed themſelves 
thro' the City, crying out with a loud Voice,“ Argiropile, 
the ungratefyl Argiro ite, who owed the Empire to 
. „ 40 Zoa, 


« Zoa, wou'd have depriv'd her of Royalty, and Life 
% but Thanks to Heaven he is dead the Traitor is 
« no more!” — Then they added, Long live the 
© Empreſs Za — May all her Enemies periſh like 
« Argiropile. | I” i 3 
T EHS dreadful Cataſtrophe cauſed ſo great a Diſ- 
order in Conſtantinople, that the moſt prudent knew not 
which Part to take; but the Emperor being dead, thoſe 
who moſt lov'd him when living, grew irreſolute, whe- 
ther they ſhould hazard any thing for his Revenge, as 
he had no Heirs nor Kindred to repay what they might 
happen to loſe. Zoa, on the contrary, had it in her 
power to recompenſe all Services done to her; and 
when the next Day ſhe harangu'd the Senate and the 
People, ſhe had the Art to make Argiropile appear ſo 
guilty, that there remained very few who did not in 
their Hearts, as well as openly approve the Fact, and 
join in paying Homage to her. 3 
. SHE no ſooner found herſelf abſolute Miſtreſs of the 
Affections of her People, than ſhe began to think of 
diſcharging herſelf of the Promiſe ſhe had made to her 
Lover; but for the ſake of Decorum, underhand enga- 
| ged ſome of her Creatures to move it in the Senate, that 
ſhe might be entreated to make choice of a Spouſe. 
This was done, and ſhe named Prince Michael Calephate, 
who, with the general Approbation, was married to her 
SINE ,, ̃ 
IH E firſt Cares of this New Emperor ſeem'd only 
how to pleaſe his illuſtrious Bride, to teſtify his Grati- 


tude for the Honour ſhe had done him, and to have 


no other Will than hers. But as he was perfectly well 
acquainted with her Humour, and could not expect a 
better Fate than Argiropile, ſhould any new Object make 
an Impreſſion on the Heart of that unfaithful Princeſs; 
he endeavour'd ſecretly to raiſe himſelf a Party, both 
among the Senate and People, who might be ready to 
defend him in all Events. By an exceſſive Liberality 
he gained all the great Officers of the Empire, and 
under different Pretexts, and at different times, cauſed 
all the Princes of the blood of Zoa to be made Eunuchs, 
to prevent them from all poſſibility of ever claiming 
the Throne. ; Tbs RB 

„ „„ "THE 
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THE Paſſion the Empreſs ſtill had for him, made 
her not ſee the end he propoſed by all this , but, on the 
contrary, ſhe approved all his Proceedings, and was 
the firſt to give Orders for the Execution of his Will. 
Nay, he had alſo the Artifice to throw the blame of 
every thing on her; and while in private he urged her 
to the utmoſt Violence and Cruelty, complained of it 
in publick, and ſeemed to lament the Fate of thoſe he 
had wrought on her to condemn. Thus, by the moſt 
unequall'd Diſſimulation did he render her odious to all 
the great Families of the Empire, and alienate the Af- 
fections of all her Subjects in general, while himſelf 
was extoll'd for his Mildneſs, Juſtice and Sweetneſs of 
Diſpoſition. = „ 

THE penetrating Theodora beheld theſe tragical E- 
vents with Horror, and trembling left Zoa herſelf ſhould 
at laſt fall theSacrifice of this ambitious ungrateful Man, 
failed not to make uſe of her utmoſt Efforts to let her 
ſee the Danger to which ſhe every Day expoſed herſelf 
in fulfilling the Dictates of his unreaſonable Deſires ; 
but her Counſels were altogether fruitleſs : ſhe look'd 
on all this wiſe Princeſs faid, as proceeding rather from. 
Averſion to the Emperor, than Friendſhip to her; and 
ſo far from taking warning by her Remonſtrances, ſhe 
gave the perfidious Calephate greater Opportunities than 
before, of accompliſhing his Projects. 

IN fine, this Prince finding himſelf at perfect Peace 
with all his Neighbours, entirely beloved by his Sub- 
jects, and abſolute Maſter of the Senate, reſolved to 
defer no longer what he ſo much wiſhed to bring about; 
and, without giving the leaſt notice to Zoa of what he 
intended, he ſent a Party of Soldiers, wholly devoted 
to him, to ſeize that unfortunate Empreſs in her Cham- 
ber, and convey her by force into a Convent, where 
himſelf in a ſhort time followed ; and, regardleſs of 
her Tears, her Upbraidings, or Diſtraction, with a 
drawn Dagger at her Throat, compell'd her to take the 
Vows. Perceiving her Rage was unavailing, ſhe af- 
feed to ſubmit, and on her Knees entreated only Time 
to prepare herſelf; but he ſaw into her Deſign, and 
obliged her to renounce the World for ever. This main 
Point being gained, he ſummon'd the Senate, and the 
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Governors of the Provinces; who being before pre- 
pared, publickly approved of what he had done, and 
confirmed the Empire to him, and to whom. he ſhou'd 
appoint his Succeſſors. JJ TW 
THEODORA, who had fore-ſeen; this Calamity of 
Zoa, was extremely grieved at it; and tho' ſhe could 
not but confeſs ſhe had merited no better a Fate, yet 
did not he, who inflicted it, appear leſs guilty in her 
Eyes; and joining the juſt Dereſtation of his Barbarity 
and Ingratitude to the Affection ſhe had always born 
the Empreſs, ſhe heſitated not a moment if ſhe ſhould 
attempt her Deliverance by all the ways in her Power, 
THE Virtues of this Princeſs had rendered her dear 


to the whole Empire; and ſhe ſo well knew how to 


make her Advantage of the Reſpect paid her, that, by 
degrees, ſhe drew all who convers'd with her into a 
Compaſſion for the Misfortunes of the Empreſs : © All 
„the Errors of her Conduct, ſaid the zealous Theodora, 


« were occaſioned. only by a kind of ſupernatural Paſ- 


« fion for the Man, whoſe Ingratitude now puniſhes 
« them: Can we then hate the Effect, and yet che- 
4e riſh the Cauſe? But for Calephate, Zoa had been 

« innocent ! —— Let that unfortunate Princeſs there- 
e fore be the Object of our Pity; and her cruel Se- 
4 ducer, of our Deteſtation.” To this, ſhe fail'd not to 

revive the Memory of that illuſtrious Houſe from which 
| the ſprung, and became ſo ſucceſsful in her Endeavours, 
that, in a ſmall time, thoſe who had been gained by. 
Intereſt to ſign to the Abdication of Zoa, were now, 
thro' a Motive of Juſtice, more inclin'd to recall her to 
the Throne, rs Bo ht eo yo os oe 7 Bos 
THIS prudent Princeſs having made a conſiderable 
Party in the Town, ſoon won on a good number of the 
Senate; and continuing her Labours with all Secrecy, 

but with. a Zeal incredible, for the Empreſs's Reſtora- 
tion, ſhe at laſt obtained all ſhe ask d; and while Cale- 
phate was lulled in the utmoſt Security, the Populace, 
led by ſome of the principal Officers, and other great 
Men, ran to the Convent where Zoa was ſhut up, and 
obliging them to open the Gates, brought her in Tris 
umph to the Palace. . . 
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MICHAEL CALEPHATE, who, in this ſudden 
Revolution, thought of nothing but preſerving his Life, 
made his Eſcape thro' a Back-way, and took ſhelter in 
a Convent, hoping he ſhould ſtill be able to turn the 
Tide of Affairs into a different Channel; but finding 
his ExpeCatipns 2 and that the Hearts f 
the People were wholly ſet againſt him, he gave over 

all Thoughts of Empire, and enter d into religious Or- 
ders. But as Love ill- treated ordinarily Converts to 
the moſt implacable Hate, eſpecially in violent Difpo- 
ſitions, the revengeful Empreſs was not ſatisfy d with 
this voluntary Abjuration of all earthly Grandeurs ; but 
excuſing her Cruelty, by ſaying, ſhe was acquainted 
with his private Ambition and Diſſimulation, order'd 
his Eyes to be put out, that he might be deprived of 
all hopes of ever remounting the Throne. 
- AS ſoon as ſhe found herſelf ſettled in a profound 
Tranquility, ſhe thought of nothing more than to teſ- 


tify her Gratitude to the Princeſs Theodora; and as ſhe 


now owed the Sovereignty ſhe poſſeſs d entirely to her, 


| ſhared it with her, and wou'd do nothing of moment 
without her Advice; ſhe ſoon found, and fo did all 


her People, the difference there was between being 
guided by Paſſions, and by the force of Reaſon ; and | 
while the Empreſs and her Co-partner -in Power en- 
Joyed the Sweets of commanding nothing that was not 
ſtrictly juſt, the Subjects accompanied their Obedience 
with Benedictions. But this was a Situation too hap- 
py for the malignant Stars, which preſided at the Birth 
of Zoa, to ſuffer her to enjoy for any long time; in ſpite 


of her Ambition and Haughtineſs of Nature, ſhe was 
| unfortunately too ſuſceptible of tender Impreſſions, and 
that very Pride, which is a Defence to other Women, 


ſerved only to indulge her Weakneſs, making her think, 
that ſhe ought not to give her ſelf the leaſt pain to reſiſt 
any Inclination that ſpring up in her Soul: In fine, ſhe 
imagin'd a Woman, ſuch as ſhe was, might do any thing 
ſhe had a mind to do; and theſe Sentiments, which gave 
her Courage to wrong her firſt Husband with Calephate, 
now poſſeſt her in favour of an Inclination ſhe had taken 
to Prince Conſtantine Monomachus, a Man handſome e- 
8 to excuſe an Affection in a Heart, which had noe 
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experlenced the Vanity of criminal Paſſions like that 
of Zoa s. Theodora made ufe of all the Power ſhe had 


over her, to prevent her giving way to this Defire ; but 


it was in vain: ſhe reſo 
him her Companion in the Empire. 
CONSTANTINE was perfectly acquainted with 
the Character of the Empreſs : he knew very well ſhe 
was extreme in all her Paſſions, and had * to fear 
the Enjoyment of ſuch a Woman wou'd afford but little 
Happineſs : a Throne however was a Temptation too 
great for his young Heart to withſtand ; and tho he had 
neither Love nor Efteem for the Empreſs, he feign'd 
enough of both, to flatter her with the hope of finding 
thoſe true Delights with him, which her own Indiffe- 
rence for Argiropole , and the Ingratitude of Michael Ca- 


lephate, permitted her nos to enjoy with either of them; 


. ad they were publickly married with all the Pom 
chat Wealth and Induſtry cou'd furniſh out. : 
CONSTANTINE, warn'd by the Example of his 
- Predeceſſor Calephate, wou'd attempt nothing againſt 
the Empreſs that might lay him under the Cenſure of 
ambitious or ungrateful, and behaved himſelf in ſuch 
a manner as gain'd the Hearts of the whole World, and 
thereby took from her the Power of enterprizing any 
thing againſt him: but as he never had been poſleſs'd 
of any Paſſion for her, his Heart was continually taken 
up with the Charms of ſome young Beauty or other of 
the Court; and as there are too few Women, who have 
the Power of reſiſting the Deſires of an amorous and ac- 
compliſh'd Prince, who is their Sovereign, he ſeldom 
ſigh'd in vain. Zoa was inform'd of his Amours, and 
continuing to love him with an unbated Fondneſs, found 
no more Satisfaction in this third Marriage, than ſhe 
had done in the others; the Violence of her Temper 
however muſt have ſome object to vent itſelf upon, and 
ſeveral Ladies, who had preferr'd the Love of the Em- 
peror to their Virtue, found their Crimes their Puniſh- 
ment in the Reſentment of the furious Empreſs. _- 
The Beauty however, who had gain'd yo chief Aſ- 
cendant over him, and to which all others were no 
more than tranſient Gallantries, he had the Artifice to 
ſcreen from the Suſpicion of the jealous Zoa; and — 


a. * 


ved to eſpouſe him, and make 
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Empreſs, in all the time ſhe was his Wife, cou'd never 
ovoke þim to do any thing which cou'd draw on him 
the ill-will of his People, always governing them with 
Juſtice and Affability, and behaving to her with the 
SECRET Diſcontents are frequently more mortal 
than the moſt terrible Diſeaſes, the Empreſs:languiſh'd 
a long time under the .Grief of . being leſs- * to 
Conftantine, than ſhe was willing the World ſhould be 
ſenſible of; and in the twelfth Year of her Marriage 
to him died, and left him at liberty to make a Choice 
more agreeable to his Inclinations. This was the end 
of that unhappy. Princeſs ; and by her. Death her be- 
loved Rival, the fair Neamia ſucceeded to the Throne 
and Bed, as ſhe had long reigned in the Heart of con- 
fantine. I 0 iag ter Fand 1 
THIS was a Woman of a very ſtrange Character, 
ſaid Hortenſia, perceiving Areliſe had done ſpeaking; 
her Humour wauld not permit her to be happy, but I 
am ſurprized ſhe. met with no: greater Misfortunes, and 
indeed that ſhe died not in a Station much below that 
of Emy] H 441. 4 2 F 
FOR my part, added Camilla, I expected ſome ve- 
ry dreadful Cataſtrophe: . but, continued ſhe, neither 
the Example of Zoa, nor of any other Women, who have 
acted as ſhe did, ought, in my Opinion, to make us 
forget rhoſe who merit to be praiſed : even in this Hiſ- 


tory;- if we find a; Zoa to Condemn, we are alſo pre- 


ſented with à Theodora to Admire. F SE 
"TIS very true, reply'd Thelamont, and we muſt do 
that Juſtice to the Sex to own, that for one whoſe Ex- 
travagancies enforce our Blame, we may produce many 
beautiful Contraſts, which demand our Eſteem, The 
Character of the lovely and unfortunate Ethelgive, is in- 
finitely more remarkable for Virtue than that of Zoa is 
for the:contrary. . e old 
- FELICIA indeed, ſaid Florinda, has painted the 
Mind of that Princeſs in Colours ſo perfectly amiable, 
that one cannot reflect on her Deftiny without the ut- 
moſt Concern. The Spouſe of Prince Edmund her Son, 
was little leſs deſerving, and little leſs unhappy, tho' 
in a different way: and when 1 conſider the Hiſtory of 
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Thoſe two Ladies, it ſeems to me, that every thing that 
can make Virtue calamitous, join'd to diſturb the Re- 
poſe of both. &.---< „ 
WHAT ! interrupted Eraſmus haſtily, Do you know 
the Adventures of the Son of Ethelred and Ethelgive, and 
wou d you deprive us of the Pleaſure of hearing them? 
No, my dear Florinda, I cannot ſuffer you to be ſilent 
on this occaſion, and conjure Urania' not to let you reſt, 
till you have ſatisfy d our Curioſity. 3 
I know not} — d Urania, how the beautiful Florin- 
da can diſpence wich doing us this Favour; and ſhe is 
too ſeaſible of the Delight we take in hearing her ſpeak, 
to refuſe tHe Opportunity that preſents itſelf. 
: THO', added Fulia, there requires nothing to 
heighten the Charms of that Lady's Diſcourſe; yet 
will it now be doubly agreeable, when it gives the 
cChronological Adventures bf a Family we are all fo 
deeply intereſted in, for the ſake of the beautiful Ethel- 
give. But, continued ſhe; as I believe this will be a 
Hiſtory of ſome length ; *tis my Advice to adjourn to 
the Garden, that we may enjoy the Pleaſute of the Air, 
and give the better Attention to the Recital. 
I perceive, anſwered Florinda, that you rely too much 
on my Obedience, to imagine I would deceive you; 
therefore am ready, without any excuſe, to do my beſt 
for your Satisfaction. EL 9 
Y OU muſt not then, cry'd Camilla, with a gay Air, 
make thoſe Abridgments, Areliſe did in the Hiſtory of 
Zoa,—— like not to have the Incidents of many Years 
crowded into a Narrative of a quarter of an Hour. 
I allow the Juſtice of this Reproach, reply'd Areliſe 
ſmiling, but every body is beſt acquainted with their 
 ewn Abilities; and as I knew myſelf incapable of mak- 
ing along Narration without becoming tedious to my 
Hearers, I confined myſelf to the moſt important Facts. 
NO body has the power of acquitting themſelves 
better, return'd Urania ; but I ſee the Company is im- 
patient for the Hiſtory of Prince Edmund, and already 
wiſh themſelves on the Terraſs. | | 
A theſe Words every one aroſe, and without entring 
into any farther Converſation, went haſtily to the Gar- 
den, where they immediately ſeated themſelves in he 
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t beſt manner they could, to. loſe nothing of the Diſ- 


- courſe Florinda was about to entertain them with; and 
that agrecable Lady no ſooger perceiv'd her Friends in a 

W condition to liſten to her, than ſhe began in theſe Terms. 

d 

Te 

it 

A 


„ The His Tory of ALciTHa, Princeſs of | 


K, ᷑nglaund. 
to | HE Hiftory of the admirable Ethelgive is ſo pre- 
et ſent to us, that I have no need to remind you, 


1e that Ethelred had two Princes by her when he eſpouſed 
ſo the Princeſs of Normandy. Felicia has already inform'd 
1- us, thar this new Queen treated the Children of Etbel- 
a ive with an extreme Tenderneſs; but above all, ſhe 
(rnd Prince Edmund, who was the elder, with an Af- 
ir, fection not at all inferior to that of an own Mother; 
| whether it was that the unhappy Deſtiny of that Prin- 
ch ceſs moved her to Compaſſion for the Loſs the Royal 
u; Infants ſuſtain'd, or the perſonal Graces of the — 
ſt Princes, or both together, is uncertain z but all the Hil 
7 tories of thoſe Times agree, that ſhe -took not only a 
ir, maternal Care of their Education, but alſo the ſame 
of WW Pleaſure in ſeeing the Improvements they made from 
urs time to time, as that unfortunate Princeſs wou'd have 
done, Prince Edmund making ſomething a ſwifter Pro- + 


e greſs in all he was inſtructed in, for that reaſon, as well 
eir as on account of his Elderſhip, ſhared a double Por- 
k- tion of her Regard ; and none who ſaw him in the 
ny Court of Etbelred, but would have ſuppoſed him Son of 
be: the preſent Queen, N | 4" ee 
es THIS lovely Prince was no more than ten Years 


m- old when the King his Father married Emma ; but his 
dy young Heart was already ſenſible, that he had loſt a 
| Mother, by whom he was adored, and whoſe Hiſtory, - 
with all its melancholy Circumſtances, had been re- 
cited to him a thouſand and a thouſand times. And tho? 
in ſo tender an Age we are rarely capable of givig any 
1 DS | ong 


long Attention to Accidents either happy or unhappy, 
yet was his Underſtanding ſo far advanced, that he was 
no leſs touch'd with the Misfortunes of Ethelgive, and 
the Cruelty of Ethelred, than he cou'd have been at 
twice his Years. 7 4 | 
A Heart in this Situation promis'd but little Return 
to the Attachment a Queen had to him, who poſſeſs'd MW 
the Bed and Throne of an own Mother; a Mother he 
ſo juſtly. lamented, and had been made happy but by 
her Misfortunes. But this Princeſs knew how to ac- 
company her Cares for him with Careſſes ſo tender, 
and Words ſo ſweetly conſolatory, that the young Ed- 
mund at laſt became tonch'd with the moſt ſenſible 
Gratitude, . She never entertained him as a Child, but 
| ere, Wer Diſcourſe rather to the Strength of his 
Underſtanding than the Weakneſs. of his Age, their 
Converſations had in them ſomething ſo ſingular, that 
one cannot help admiring equally both the one and the 
other. 25 3 8 | ro 29 
NOTHING is fo flattering to Youth as to find 
_ itſelf believed capable of diſtinguiſhing great Things, 
Edmund knew the value of the Queen's Behaviour to 
him, and became inſenſibly as much hers as ſhe-cou'd' 
deſire; ſo that if he had a Mother in her, ſhe had in 2 
him a Son, a Subject, and a true Friend, as ſhe ſoon 
after had an Occaſion to experience. More than two 


| Years had paſſed away, without any thing being talked h. 


on but the Perfections of this young Prince; but the It! 
third was not arrived, before the unconſtant Ethelred he 
treated his preſent Queen in the ſame manner he had th 
done the unfortunate Ethelgive. $22 11 7 25 
II was in this Time, that Edmund made known to fo 
the Queen how worthy he was of the Love and Eſ- MW mi 
teem ſhe had teſtify'd for him; the Conformity of her th 
Misfortune, with that of his Mother's, render'd her Mc 
more dear to him than ſhe had been before, or at leaſt, 
the Affection ſhe had inſpired him with, being quick-. 
ned by the Pity her preſent Condition demanded,fhow'd 
itſelf with greater Vigour. He omitted nothing, that 
he thought might give any Mitigation to her Sufferings, 
he never ceaſed to conſole her Griefs, to lament hier 
Fate with all that came into his Preſence, _—_ la- 
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bour for her with the King, And ſo admirably did he 
ar manage in this critical Juncture, and ſo ſtrictly pre- 
id ſerve the Duty owing to his King and Father, that. 
at tho he always took the Queen's part, and wou'd never 
be brought to Change his Conduct in that point; yet 
did he do it in ſuch a manner, as Ethelred had nothing 
e P 5 
THINGS were in this State, when Sweno, King 
of Denmark, invaded England, You know by the Hiſto- 
ry of Ethelgive, that Ethelred had before been perſecut- 
ed by that Prince; that after a bloody Battle, he had 
been obliged by him to quit his Dominions; to recover 
| which, he had recourſe to Queen Emma, and found an 
ut Aſylum in the Court of the Duke of Normandy her Bro- 
us ther. But you are ignorant, that it was on this dreadful 
lr BY Occaſion Prince Edmund firſt appeared in Arms, and gave 
at By illuſtrious Proofs of his heroic Courage; he always fought _ 
ne BY near the Perſon of the King his Father, had the honour 
of ſaving his Life twice, and made known a Magnani- 
nd mity which might have turn'd the Fortune of the Day, 
27S. if all the Stars had not decreed in favour of the Dane. 
to, 1 * after ſeeing his Army routed, was compelled to 
. eave the Field, and Edmund accompanied his Flight, 
in as he had followed him in the Combat. 
on QUEEN Emma was little leſs touch'd with the 
wo I Glory the Prince had acquired, than with the Return of 
ed her Husband's Affections: You know, forgetful of all 
he the Injuries ſhe had ſuftain'd, ſhe obtained every thing 
red he cou'd deſire of Richard IId. Duke of Normandy : how 
ad ¶ that affectionate Brother gave the whole Royal Family 
Protection in his Court, till he cou'd raiſe an Army 
to formidable enough to re- inſtate them in their own Do- 
S- minions ; which being done, Ethelred at the Head of 
ler theſe brave Normars, entred England, gave Battle to 
er ¶ canute, the Son and Succeſlor of Sweno, and gain'd an 
ut, Nentire Victory over him, forcing him to return to Den- 
” wow and leave all his Baggage, with his Hopes, be- 
lar THE ſurprizing Valour of Prince Edmund greatly 
gs, contributed to this Victory, and made him be Iooked 
1er upon by the King and People as the only Perſan worthy 
la- to reign after him. Ethelred re- entering London with 
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this illuſtrious Son, amidſt the Acclamations of innu- 
merable Multitudes, who reſounded their Names even to 
the Heavens. As ſoon as the publick Tranquility was 
a little ſettled, the Queen, with the reft of rhe Royal 
Family, return'd; and for ſome time nothing but Re- 
Joicings were to be ſeen, both in the Court and City. 
ETHELRED, however, deſirous to take from the 
Danes all hopes of ever re-entering England by the means 
of any ſecret Intrigues, made an exact Search after all 
thoſe whom he found had been any way attached to 
their Intereſts. Several Provinces of the North, which 
had facilitated their Deſcent, and conſequently the con- 
queſt of the Kingdom, felt the weight of his juſt Dit- 
pleaſure, 1 88 
AMONG tlie number of thoſe who had been of the 
greateſt Service to Canute, was Sigefrid. This Nobleman 
Was originally of Denmark, and nearly allied to the 
Blood Royal : He had ſettled himſelf at Oxford, was one 
of the firſt that rais'd Forces for the Service of Sæweno, 
when that Prince made a Deſcent on England, and had 
afterwards ſupported the young Canute in his Sovereign- 
ty over England; but being conftrain'd to embark in 
haſte, and quit his beaurifal Conqueſt, and Sizefrid un- 
able to.accompany him, he called together the Remains 
of the beaten Army, to whom he joined all the Male- 
contents that came to him from time to time, and forti- 
fy'd himſelf in a fine Caſtle he had near Oxford; from 
whence he kept a conftant Correſpondence with Canute ; 
exhorting him not to imagine he had entirely loſt Eng- 
land, and aſſuring him, that he ſhould ſoon be in a Con- 
dition to call him back. 3 
ETEHELRE D was inform'd of all theſe TranſaQions, 
and to put a ſtop to the Continuance of them, march d 
his Troops againſt Sigefrid; to whom being much fupe- 
rior in Numbers, he ſoon vanquiſh'd, and took him 
Priſoner. He was immediately conducted to London, and 
after a ſhort Examination found guilty of High-Treaſon, 
and condemned to loſe his Heat. 
CANUTE being informed of this Misfortune, | ſent 
Ambaſſadors to England in behalf of his Kinſman and 
Subject; but the enrag'd Ethelred forgetting, that, on 


the like Occaſion, Swena had made his firft Deſcent 
5 | | into 
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into England, deſpis'd the Sollicitations of the Danes, . 
and in the prefence of thoſe who came for the Pro- 
tection of Sigefrid, made the Sentence of Death be exe- 
cuted on him, | 5 "22 
DURING the Interceſſion of the Danes, Ethelred 
privately offered Sigefrid his Life, provided he wou'd 
deliver up to him the ſtrong Places he was poſſeſſed of; 
but the unfortunate Count depending on the Protection 


of the King of Denmark, and knowing that there were 


Ambaſſadors ſent on his account, wou d not accept of 
any Propoſals made to him, and ſo fell the Victim of 
his own. Obſtinacy rather than the Cwelty of Etbelred. 
THE Dani Ambaſſadors loudly complained of the 
little Regard was paid to the Entreaties of their King ; 
but all the anſwer they could obtain from Etbelred, was 
an order to depart immediately out of his Dominions, 
his Reſentment againft that Nation not permitting him 
to reflect on the Conſequences ſuch. a Behaviour muſt 
naturally produce. 7 ES. 
IN their Return to Denmark, they were attack'd, ta- 
ken Priſoners, and put in Chains, by ſome of the Peo- 
ple of the Orcades, who ſent out Veſſels on purpoſe to 
2 their Paſſage, as was thought by the inftiga- 
tion of the King of England: for ſome Months they 
were detained on that barren and uncomfortable Shore, 
not ſuffered to depart till they had paid a very great 
Ranſom, . . - Ty ries T 
THIS laft Indignity, added to the Death of Sigefrid, 
ſo exaſperated: Canute, that he reſolved once more to en 
ter England with Fire and Sword. To that end, he 
gave orders for the tel a powerful Army, and for the 
equipping all the Ships he had in his Ports, 
by 


v * 


ESE great Preparations were not unknown in 
England, and Ethelred neglected nothing to reſiſt his 
Enemy both by Sea and Land; for which purpoſe it 
was highly neceſſary he ſhould make himſelf Maſter of 
all the Lands of Sigefrid; particularly of that Caſtle 
which he had fortified, and might be of great uſe to 


favour the threatned Deſcent of the Danes. This Place 
was exceeding ſtrong of itſelf, had in it a great Garriſon, 
and was well furniſhed with Ammunition,and all ſorts of - 
Proviſions; but that which rendered it moſt formidable, 


5 „„ —:- 
was the admirable Courage and Reſolution of her who 
commanded it. wy ; 

ALITEHA, the Widow of Sigefrid, was a Princeſs, 
who, from the moſt tender Years, had accuſtomed her- 
ſelf to the Fatigues of the War; and to all the PerfeRi- 
ons of her own Sex, had join'd every thing that is 

raiſe-worthy in the other, She was not inferior to 
* late Husband in Courage, Wiſdom, or military Diſ- 
cipline ; and her natural Inclination to War, now ani- 
mated by defire of Revenge, made her omit nothing 
that might render this Caſtle inacceſſible to the Arms 
of Ethelred, whom ſhe regarded with the moſt perfe& 
Deteſtation, as being the Author of his Death, who 
had been ſo dear to her, 1 
ETHE LRE D was not ignorant of the Wiſdom and 
Reſolution of this beautiful Warrior, and therefore ſent 
his valiant Son at the head of his moſt experienced 
Troops, to inveſt Sickfort, for ſo was this Caſtle called, 
Never was any Fortreſs more indebted to Nature for its 
Situation than was this: it ſtood on a prodigious Emi- 

nence, which overlook'd the whole Country round a- 
bout, and was encompaſſed with Rocks ſharp and crag- 

gy, and of a ee aue Height. The Ground beneath 

was marſhy, and altogether impaſſable but by a narrow 8 
Path, thro' which no more than two cou'd go a- breaſt; l 
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had Edmund therefore attempted to march his Army by Þ® 
this Rout, they muſt have been all deſtroy'd by the Ar- 
rows from above, and great Stones which the Befieged ©” 
might eaſily have thrown down from the Precipices. n 
But this intrepid, tho' young General, fore-ſaw the Diſ- th 
advantages he labour d under, and far from ſuffering 1 


himſelf to be dejected by them, like a ſecond Hannibal 
made his way where there ſeemed to be no way, and 8 
conquer'd even Nature, when ſhe oppos'd herſelf to the 


Progreſs of his Glory. By Stratagems, as difficult in be 
the Execution, as they were wonderful in the Inyention, he 
he dry'd up the Fenny Ground, and procured a found I 
Footing for his Soldiers; then found means to advance e 
Machines to batter down the Walls, which were ſhaken 15 

ü 


by the very firſt Attack, and at laſt had a Breach made 
in them, large enough for a Battallion to enter. But 
theſe Approaches cou'd not be made till after many 7 
+ > : | | Skir miſhes, 


EA 
Skirmiſhes, and great Loſs on both Sides. The Beſiegers 
fought like Men who preferr'd Glory to Life; and the 
Beſieged like Men deſperate, and who neither hoped, 
nor expected any Quarter, 

THE fair Algitha, who commanded in the Caſtle, 
order d every thing ſo well, that the oldeſt Captains 
were ſurprized at her Wiſdom, She appear'd amidſt the 
thickeſt Dangers, arm'd at all points, animating the 
Soldiers by her Words and Example, and marking the 
Paths ſhe trod with innymerable Deaths: all the dae 
who fell into her hands, in the Sallies ſhe frequent 
made, became unhappy Victims to her Revenge, way | 
ing them to be thrown from the Ramparts upon thoſe 
frightful Rocks which daſh'd their Bodies to pieces in 
ſight of the whole Army, nor did the Beſiegers treat 
their Priſoners with leſs Barbarity : ſo that theſe reci- 
procal Cruelties produc'd a Hate in both Parties, which 
gave a double Fury to the War. . 
PRINCE Edmund had frequently heard the high 
Character of Algitha's Valour and Conduct; but cou'd 
never perſuade himſelf, that they were conſiderable e- 
nough to have ſo long retarded the Progreſs of his Arms: 
and as he knew ſhe had with her many Captains of 
oreat Experience, he attributed to them the Honour of 
this vigorous Oppoſition ; but to whom ſoever it was 
owing, he thought it a Diſgrace to him to be fo long 
repulſed, and therefore reſolved to make uſe of his ut- 
moſt Efforts. The Breach being more enlarged, he ſum- 
mon'd the Beſieged to ſurrender ; but receiving from 
them no other Anſwer than Reproaches,and Threatnings 
to revenge the Death of Siceftid on his Head, and on 
that of theKing hisFather,he prepared every thing for a 
general Aſſault, which was given the next day at Sun- 
riſing. TheCombat laſted threeHours, without the Engl 
being able to get anyGround ; and the Prince perceiving 
he Had loft a great number of Men, and that the re- 
mainder were diſcouraged by the Valonr of one Warri- 
our who carried Death and Terror wherever . he came, 
was obliged to ſound a Retreat, and take new meaſures 
for carrying the Place. -.  - - | 

THREE Days afier, in which time the Breach 
was very conſiderably widen'd, Prince Edmund or- 
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„ 
dered the beſt of his Men to be pick d out from all his 
Troops, and putting himſelf at their Head, began the 


general Aſſault, with a firm Reſolution, either to con- 
uer, or to die. Algitba, who foreſaw his Intention; 


rew up her Forces behind the Breach, and ranged them 


in ſo artful and advantagious a manner, that the Be- 
ſieged were not without hope of being ſtill able to reſiſt 
their Enemy, „ 8 
IN fine, this laſt and moſt bloody Attack was given 
at ſix a clock in the morning, on the fourth of Septem- 
ber in the Year 1014: the Engliſh fell on the Beſieged 
with Fury; they defended themſelves with the ſame; 
and the braveſt of both Parties became Victims to the 
Ambition of their Chiefs. 
THE Battle had already laſted fix Hours, without 
the Engl;b being able to mount the Breach, The ſame 
Warriour, that Prince Edmund had ſeen before, making 
ſuch Havock among his Troops, ſeem'd now by his 
fingle Valour to withſtand the Efforts of a whole 
Army; and a ſecret Jealouſy of Glory joining with 
the Deſire of Conqueſt, to animate the Soul of this 
pu Hero, he ſought to encounter him, whom a- 
lone he look'd on as his Rival in Fame, and Bar to his 
preſent Victory. Fortune favour'd his Wiſhes, and this 
formidable Adverſary being ſpurr'd on with the ſame 
Eagerneſs, to try his Strength with him, who ap- 
_ peared moſt worthy of his Arms; and being told which 
was Prince Edmund, was coming forward at the ſame 
time the Prince of England was opening a Paſſage to 
him. | | 
THESE two Prodigies of Valour attacked each o- 
cher with an equal Fury: the Strokes which fell from 
both, were ſo well aim'd, and deſcended with that force, 
that neither but look'd on his Adverſary as invulnerable 
in reſiſting them. The Champion of the Beſieged had 
the Advantage however of the Prince, in one Blow, 
which lighting firſt on his Head-piece, broke it in 
pieces, and in the Deſcent, cut the Braces of his Ar- 
mour on his right Shoulder. But Edmund, more en- 


tag ' d by this Accident, flew ſo vigorouſly on his Fe 


nemy, that he threw him at his Feet, and reſolying to 
put an end to his Life, was about to unfaſten his Hel- 
„ 
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met, that he might cut off his Head; when the Be⸗ 
ſieged, who had a more than ordinary Intereſt in the 
Lit of this Perſon, made ſurprizing Efforts for his De- 
liverance: but the Engliß, perceiving by the Cries of 
their Enemies of what Importance this Life was 
to them, fell upon upon them in ſuch a manner, as took 
from them all Thoughts but of their own ſafety; 


and having drove them from the Breach, became Maſ- 


ters of it, and of that Quarter of the Rampart while 
their gallant Prince was, for ſome Moments, reduced 


to a Condition, which deprived him of the Power of | 


aſſiſting them. 5 | | 
HAVING pluck'd off the Helmet of his Adverſa- 
ry, with an Intention to have put an end to that Life 
which he thought eclipſed the Glory of his own, his 
Arm was ſuddenly arreſted by the Sight of the moſt 
ſurprizing Beauty that ever had offered itſelf to his 
Eyes; the fineſt Hair in the World, which fell in 
great abundance down the Shoulders of the Vanquiſh'd, 


and the Softneſs and Delicacy of the Features, made. 
known to him, that this admirable Perſon was a Wo- 


man; and the Terror thoſe of her Party were in for her 
Danger, making the Name of Algitha reſound from 


every Quarter, left him no room to doubt it was that 


Princeſs. | 


ASTONISHMENT and Admiration now ſup- 
ply'd the place of Fury, and the ſudden Change from 


the Violence of one Emotion to others of ſo contrary a 


Nature, made little difference between the Victor and 


the vanquith'd. He recover'd himſelf time enough to 


prevent any Notice being taken of what paſs'd in his 


Heart; and having ordered her to be carried to his 


Tent, and that the ſame Care ſhould be taken of her 


as of himſelf, returned to the Aſſault, where he found 
his Troops had gain'd the Breach, and that the Beſieged 
were in the moſt horrible Diſorder, 

HE now found that Algitha had been the Soul of 
her Party, and that it was her Loſs alone that gained 
him the Victory. He offered Quarter to all who wou'd 
lay down their Arms; but they refuſed to accept ir, 
and fell Victims to their Obſtinacy and Deſperation. 
Prince Edmund, to reward the Bravery and long Fa- 

V or, IV. — E 2 = • 


4 <4 
3 = 
* 

* * 


x 


The 


— 


(40). 


figne his Army had ſuſtained, allowed the whole Plun- 


der of the Place, excepting only the Caſtle, where he 
knew the Treaſures of Sigefrid were amaſſed, Du- 


ring all this Action, he ſent Meſſengers every moment 
to 


ear News of his fair Priſoner; and being inform'd, 


that ſhe had no Wounds that were dangerous, felt a 


Pleaſure, which, at firſt, he was not ſenſible from 


what Source derived; but the Impatience he was in 
10 return to his Tent, in a ſhort time convinced him, 


that his Concern for the incomparable Algitha was 


agitated by ſomething more ſoft than Admiration, and 


more vehement than Pity, 


BU T however violent his Perturbations were on 
this account, thoſe of the Princeſs were not at all in- 
ferior. In ſpite of the Animoſity ſhe had vowed for 


the Blood of Ethelred, when the Blow ſhe had given 


made the Viſor of Edmund fall off, and diſcovered to 
her his Face, all the Fury -and Reſentment ſhe had 
been poſſeſs d of, converted in one moment to Admira- 
tion ; the Heat of the Combat having given new Charms 


to this young Hero, he appear'd an Enemy more for- 


midable to her Heart than to her Life : the Fire which 
ſparkled from his Eyes ftruck thro* her very Soul; 
her Deſires of Vengeance diſſipated, her Strength di- 


miniſhed, and ſhe was incapable of Defence, when the 
Prince was employing his whole Force for her De- 


ſtruction. The Victory he obtained over her had 


doubtleſs coſt him more Blows, had not the Tender- 


neſs juſt then riſing in her Soul, deprived her of hef 
ef e. Fierceneſs, and aided his Attempt. The 
Wound he pave, contributed leſs to her fainting, than 
the Confuſion of her Mind; and when ſhe came to 
herſelf, which ſhe did not till after ſhe was brought 
Into the Tent of her Conqueror, ſhe caft her Eyes a- 
bout, with an Air all languiſhing, in ſearch of the Per- 
ſon who had thus doubly ſubdu'd her ; and finding he 
was not preſent, threw herſelf down again on the 
Couch with a Sigh, which ſeemed to rend the Boſom 
it proceeded from. 85 | 
PRINCE Edmund had no ſooner made himſelf 
Maſter ef the Caſtle, than he ordered all the Ladies cer 


— (4 } 
had been Attendants on Algitha to be brought . be- 
fore him; and after acquainting them with the Fate of 
that Princeſs, ſent them under a ſtrong Guard, for 
their Security to his Tent; judging it wou'd be no in- 

conſiderable Alleviation to her Griefs, to have thoſe a- 

bout her, from whom ſhe had been accuſtomed to re- 

ceive Services. ME 

AT their Arrival, they found her in the manner I 
have related, and by their Tears and Exclamations teſ- 
tify'd how very dear ſhe was to them, and how greatly 

they regretted to ſee her in that State. She 4 


theſe Marks of their Duty and Affection with the moſt 


engaging Sweetneſs; and turning herſelf to the princi- 
pal of them, Edwige, ſaid ſhe, we are Captives, and 
all my Endeavours have been fruitleſs. _ W 
YES, Madam, anſwered that confidant, Prince Ed- 
mund is Maſter of the Place; his Victory is entire, and 
tho* he wou'd willingly have ſpared your People's Blood, 
and to that end made them very advantagious Offers, 
yet their Grief and Deſpair for your ſuppoſed Death. 
wou'd not ſuffer them to: accept of any thing : but 
their Reſiſtance ſerved only to encreaſe the Glory of 
your invincible Enemy, by adding ſo great a number to 
thoſe who had already fallen beneath the Force of his 
Arms, * . . 
ALAS! reſumed the Princeſs, then all are periſh- 
ed, and I am the unhappy Cauſe. Bur let us le thi 
Prince, continued ſhe, implore his Clemency, and, if 
it be poſſible, ſave thoſe that are in the other Places be- 
longing to us — Perhaps, added ſhe with a Sigh, he 
has a Heart leſs flexible than that of his inhuman Fa- 
ther, 35 | | 
AS ſhe pronounced theſe Words high enough to be 
underſtood by thoſe whom Prince Edmund had placed 
to guard, and wait upon her, they aſſured her, that ſhe 
might expect every thing from his Generofity, and that 
by the Care he had ordered to be taken of her, and the 
extreme Diſquiet he was in for having her put into that 
Condition, tho* unknown, it was eaſy to judge, he 
wou'd lend a favourable Ear to all ſhe ſhould propoſe, 
THEY told her alſo, that ſhe was now in the 
Tent of that Prince; and that ſince her Entrance into 
Vor. IV. 5 | "3 it, 
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it, he had not paſs d one moment without ſending to 


enquire of her Condition, Theſe Teſtimonies of his 


Goodneſs compleated the Conqueſt of her Heart, and 
at the ſame time flatter'd her with the hope of mak- 
ing a Treaty with him, which might ſecure her the 
_— Poſſeſſion of thoſe other Territories ſhe had 

et, .- - ER | e 

BU T if the Troubles of the War were over, ſhe 
had new ones ſpringing up in her Soul, which would 
not permit her to 1 1 any Repoſe : in vain ſhe called 
to remembrance her Motiyes of Hatred to the Father, 
to defend her from the Tenderneſs the Son inſpired ; 
in vain ſhe recollected the Violence of Ezhelred, and 


the ſad Fate of a once beloved Husband ; all thoſe 


dreadful Ideas loſt their Horror, and gave way to the 
inchanting Image of the Hero, who had conquer'd 
her, She paſs'd the Night in continual Agitations be- 
tween the Conſideration of -what was owing to the 
Manes of Sizefrid, and the Merits of the charming Ed. 
mund: and tho' this laſt had infinitely the ſtrongeſt 
Party in her Soul; yet cou'd ſhe not give herſelf up 
entirely to it without a Remorſe, which involved her 
in moſt terrible Perplexities. 

PRINCE Edmund was not in a Situation of more 
Tranquility; he arrived at the Camp W late in the E- 
vening, that to have demanded-a Sight of his Priſoner, 
would have been too diſreſpectful for him to have been 
guilty of, had ſhe been much leſs the Miſtreſs of his 

oul: but he looked on himſelf as the moſt criminal of 
Mankind, in having lifted his Arm againſt a Perſon 
whom he thought born .for univerſal Command. He 
inceſſantly reproached his Fury and his Blindneſs, 
and in the Vehemence of his Rage againſt himſelf, 
imagined, he cou'd never repair the Fault he had com- 
mitted, but by loving her with an Ardour as violent as 
his Hate had been ; and as he had ſought her Life, to 
devote his own entirely to her Service, and to hazard 
every thing, and endure every thing for her ſake. 
Thus, far from oppoſing the growing Paſſion in his 
Breaft, he made no other uſe of his Reaſon and his Re- 
flections than to indulge it. e 


TRE 
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T0) | 
IH E Deſire of ſeeing this beautiful Princeſs, imme 
diately ſucceeded the Reſolution of adoring her fog 
ever: and as ſoon as he thought a Viſit would not be 
incommodious, ſent to intreat Permiſſion to attend her. 
Aleitha, who expected this Civility, and found herſelf 
eſtabliſhed enough for Converſation, received his Meſ- 
ſenger with a moſt becoming Affability, and expreſs'd 
an obliging Impatience. for this Interview. _ 

THE Prince ſoon after appear'd, follow'd by the 
principal Officers of the Army : He was habited with 
the utmoſt Magnificence, but the PerfeCtions of his 
Perſon and Addreſs, were infinitely more enchanting 
to the Eyes of Algitha, than the Luſtre of his Jewels, 
or the Richneſs of his Dreſs, All Hiſtories agree, 
that he was without exception the moſt handſome and 
beſt-made Man of his Time ; and as in War, he cou'd 
not be look'd on without Fear, ſo in Peace, he never 
appeared without creating Love and Eſteem, WES 

ALGITH A now had ſeen him both in the one and 
the other, and cou'd not defend herſelf from a ſecond 
Surprize little inferior to the firſt, However, ſhe had 
command enough over herſelf to teſtify it by no other. 
Token than a Geſture of Admiration ; a Paſſion which 
none of the Ladies who attended her -cou'd prevent 
themſelves from being ſeiz2d with, at his firſt Appear- 
a e. | | | 
PRINCE Edmund on the other fide found her 
ſuch, as for ſome Moments deprived him of the power 
of Speech; if ſhe had ſeem'd to him ſo incomparably 
lovely in the midſt of Blood and Slaughter, what muſt 
ſhe now do, adorn'd with Softneſs, and all the Advan- 
tages of Dreſs ? Being an Amazon, ſhe had no other 
Covering to her Head than a Plume of White Feathers, 
which waving careleſly ſometimes one wayand ſometimes 
another, concealed, and diſcovered by turns her beau- 
tiful Forehead; her Hair hung looſe in Ringlets over 
her Shoulders, and that part which was turned back, 
was filletted wirh a String of Diamonds of a prodigious 
Largeneſs and Luſtre, She was Tall, and ſhaped with 
the utmoſt ExaCtneſs ; nor was any of the 4 
Nature had beſtow'd on her, unembelliſhed by Art. 
This Day, her Garment being cloſe to her Dody., = 
an SS | | | | cloled 


(44F | 
cloſed the admirable Proportion of her Limbs ; and ay 
che ſame time had an Air of Negligence : in fine, the 
Regularity and Sweetneſs of her Features, the Delicacy 
of her Complexion, and the Majeſty which reigned 
throughout her whole Perſon, rendered her, on the 
ſtricteſt Examination, not leſs perfect than ſhe appeared 
at the firſt ſtriking Appearance, _— 
THE enamour'd Prince cou'd ſcarce reſtrain his 
Tranſports at the fight of ſo much Beauty ; and per- 
haps he did it not ſo well, but that thoſe who accom- 
anied him, might have penetrated into the Secret of 
bis Heart, if their own Aſtoniſnment had not prevented 
them from taking Notice of his Behaviour, and at the 
ſame time given him leave to reeollect himſelf — How 
guilty am I, Madam! ſaid he, how dear has my Vic- 
tory coſt me, ſince I could not purchaſe it, but by of- 
fending ſo incomparable a Princeſs ! I will not attempt 
to juſtify myſelf, by ſaying you were wholly unknown 
to me, for I can no way render myſelf worthy of your 
Pardon, but by offering 7 Life to your juſt Reſent- 
ment. He accompanied theſe Words with ſo paſſionate 
an Action, that the diſcerning Algitba was no longer 
ignorant of what her Charms had done; which Diſ- 
covery adding a brighter and more lively Colour to 
her Cheeks, made her appear yet more lovely than 


before, | 2 
MY Lord, reply'd ſhe, with. a Voice which had in 


it nothing of Enmity, if the Conſequences of War may 
be accounted Crimes, I am infinitely the moſt guilty 
Perſon: I knew very well who you were, I ſought 
you, combated with yon, and defired nothing more 
than to have put an end to your Days ; and how, my 
Lord, continued ſhe, will England ever pardon me for 
laying ſacrilegious Hands on the greateſt and moſt ami- 
able Prince her Annals ever boaſted 2 But let us, added 
ſhe, with a moſt charming Sweetneſs, let us forget 
what's paſt, and permit the Peace which I am now 
about to offer, may put an end to all our Differences. 
THE Prince ſaw well, that Algitba had no mind to 
anſwer to the obliging things he had to ſay to her, there- 
fore deferred any Declaration of his Sentiments till a 
fitter Seaſon; and with a Bow the moſt tender and re- 


_ the: 
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d ar ¶ ſpectful that cou'd be, he told her, that he wou'd neg- 
the {MW le& nothing that might prevail on the King his Fa- 
acy ther to conclude the War, as little to her diſadvantage 
ned as poſſible ! And after many Compliments on both ſides, 
the ¶ they parted with Sentiments and Defires vaſtly different 
ured from thoſe they had been animated by, ſome Days 


before. 


his THE Prince of England had no ſooner quitted her, 
per- than his firſt Care was to diſpatch a Courier to the 
om- 


King, with the whole Hiſtory of this famous m_ : 


t of His Letter was full of the Praiſes of all thoſe who had 
red Mſignaliz'd themſelves in the War, and of the Valour of 
the his Troops in general, without making any mention of 
ow himſelf, or of his Combat with Algitba; ſaying only, 


that Princeſs was his Priſoner, and that all the Trea- 
ſures of Sigefrid were in his power, and entreated per- 
miſſion to treat with the Widow of that Rebel; inſi - 


apt 

wn Inuating, that a Peace wou'd render him in a better Con- 
our Ndition to reſiſt the King of Denmark; and urged his 
nt- political Reaſons for putting an end to the War in that 
ate part of the Country, with 7 much Wit and Prudence, 
ger that the King and Council were charmed with them, 


and readily conſented to leave him entire Maſter of his 
Conqueſt, and to ratify whatever he ſhou'd decree con- 
cerning the Fate of his Priſoner, or the Diſpoſal of her 


Territories. | 


in WHILE the King and Court were in this favour- 
ay able Diſpoſition toward him, the Heart of Algitha was 
Ity Pet more ſo. This ſecond View of him had ſo well eſ- 
he Nrabliſhed his Image in her Heart, that it was not in 


er power to eraſe it even for a Moment; much leſs to 
uffer any other thing to come in competition with it, 


n 
— \frer the Departure of the Prince, finding herſelf alone 
ni-Nrith Edwige, from whom ſhe never concealed any 
ed hing, ſhe ſpoke of her engaging Conqueror in terme 
ret e full of Admiration, and ſo highly extolled the Beau- 

es of his Perſon and rare Qualities, that this Lady ea- 


ily perceived from what Source ſuch paſſionate Praiſes 


to Were derived, _ 
re- ALGITHA- rags ſhe had diſcovered her Secret, 
| a nd far from being offended at it, Edewige, ſaid ſhe, 


re- (ith the moſt languiſhing Air, I ſee thou haſt pene- 
„„ rated 
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trated into my Heart; but I ſtand in no fear of thy Re- 
proaches: there needs no more than to have ſeen Prince 
Edmund, to excuſe the Weakneſs of loving him; but, 
continued ſhe, ſighing, ſince thou art ſo good at read- 
of People, can'ft thou gueſs at nothing 

that paſſes in that of my Conqueror? | 
NOR his, nor yours, Madam, have eſcaped me, 
anſwered ſhe ; and ſince you permit me to declare my | 
Sentiments, be perſuaded, Madam, that whatever Ten- 
derneſs your Soul may be inſpired with in favour of the 
Prince, that which he is poſſeſſed of for you, is yet 
more violent, 1 eee him with care the whole 
time of his being here, and ſaw Love ſparkling in his 
Eyes, and — it in the Tone of his Voice, When he 
affected an Air of Gallantry and Generoſity, in offering 
you his Life as a Reparation of his Fault, the Obliga- 
tion ſeemed to me to ſpring from his Heart; and what 
he ſpoke only as a Compliment, was indeed the molt 
ſerious Truth. Yes, Madam, continued ſhe, all his 
Words, all his Actions, in ſpite of his Efforts to the 
contrary, declar'd the Lover; and I am ſtrangely de- 
ceiv'd, if in a little time you do not find he is fo in the 

moſt exalted Senſe, _ + | 
As none here, purſued Horinda, turning to the Com- 
pany, are ignorant of the Force of Love, it wou'd be 
needleſs to repeat how flattering to the Wiſhes of Al. 
githa, was the Diſcourſe of her Confidant; fo I ſhall 
only ſay, that in order to prolong it, ſhe confeſs'd that 
ſhe had imagin'd her Preſence had made ſome impreſ- 
ſion on the Prince, and in her turn gave her Reaſons 
for ſuch a Suppoſition ; ſo that both their Obſervations 
being compared, ſerved to fortify the Idea in the Minds 
of the one and the other, and the Princeſs n 
without being too vain, ſhe might indulge herſelf in 
| * * Hope of being as perfectly beloved as ſhe 
oved. - 

EDMUND in the mean time had Sentiments leſ 
pleaſing ; his Paſſion was accompanied with a Timidi- 
ty which ordinarily mingles itſelf with Love in an un- 
experienced Heart: and as he joined to the reſt of his 
Perfections, that of being ignorant how worthy he wis 
to be loyed, he only wiſhed he were, without ＋ 4 
ever to merit to be ſo, THI, 


(47 )- | 
THIS Diffidence of himſelf gave him Reflections 
fuch as permitted him not to enjoy much Tranquility, 
But, as his Paſſion was too violent to be entirely con- 
ceal'd, and he wanted Courage to declare it to the beau- 
iful Inſpirer, the Conſtraint he muſt have put upon 
himſelf would have been intolerable, had he not found © 


wou'd be ſafe, * | 
AMONG the Lords and great Men who followed 
him in his firſt Viſir to the Princeſs, was Aldric, a Prince 


Vet whom the Conformity of Years firſt, and afterwards 
ole fthe rare Qualities he obſerv'd in him, made him the 
his Hnoſt particularly attach d to, of any who had been his 
be Companions in this War; and he it was to whom he 
5 ommunicated the Myſtery of his Love, and his too 


ſcrupulous Doubts. 
ALD RIC, who knew the Merits of his Prince much 
better than himſelf, employed his utmoſt Eloquence to 
give him a better Opinion of the Succeſs of his Deſires. 
No, my Lord, ſaid he, there is no room to doubt, if 
Prince Edmund may make himſelf beloved whereever he 
wiſhes to be ſo ; but permit me to remind you, there 
are other Subjects for Fear, of a more formidable na- 
ure, I foreſee a thouſand 'Obftacles, on the part of 
he King ; your Highneſs is the Darling and only Hope 
of England; your Alliance with ſome great Princeſs, 
ou'd procure ſolid Advantages for your Country, and 
ill Ethelred ever be preyail'd upon to ſuffer, you ſhon'd 
renounce thoſe glorious Pretenſions? And, continued he, 


ons BY tremble at the Apprehenſions of his Rage, ſhou'd you 
* enter into any Engagements without his Conſent. Theſe, 
3 Lord, are the Reflections that give me pain, and 
2 i A ought to trouble you What Woman cou d 


eſiſt a Conqueſt ſo glorious for her as Prince Edmund ? 
our Preſence attracts all Eyes, all Hearts, the leaft re- 
pard from you, ſubjects them to you for ever; and can 
you think that when you vouchſafe to add the tendereſt 


— Paſſion to ſuch powerful Charms, the Widow of Sge- 
you frid wou'd not joy fully return it! | 


MY dear Aldric, ſaid the Prince, embracing him, 
can reply nothing to Words too flattering for my Be- 
ef- partial Friendſhip hoodwinks your Judgment. 


—_— 


a Friend in whoſe faithful Boſom he knew the Secret 


6 
know Iam far from what you think, and wou'd 
repreſent me to be; but were I all, and more than all 
that Nature ever formed of Perfection, and were the 
| Dangers you have mentioned infinitely greater than they 
are, all wou'd be too mean a Purchaſe for the Heaven 
of Algitha's Affection. Yes, Aldric, yes, that divine 
and everlaſting Miſtreſs of my Soul bears down all Con- 
ſiderations of the State, or the King, and leaves me no 
will for any thing but herſelf: to adore only her, 
to pleaſe only her, and in fine, to think only on (An : 
THE Tone and Air with which theſe Words were 
ſpoke, convinced the Fayourite of the greatneſs of his 
Prince's Paſſion ; but as he knew he had an Infinity of 
Reaſon and good Senſe, he did not fail to lay before 
him all that he foreſaw wou'd be the Conſequence o 
his Love, to the end, that if he cou'd not baniſh it 
from his Heart, he might at leaſt be prepared for all the 
Accidents it might produce,  -_ - 
. THE Prince ener him with a Moderation and 
Wiſdom becoming his Character; but at the ſame time 
teſtified an unſhaken Conftancy in his Affection to the 
Beautiful Algitha, and the firmeſt Reſolution to hazard 
and to ſuffer every thing for her ſake. 
THIS faithful Friend and Connſellor cou'd not hear 
fuch a Declaration without diſcovering in his Counte- 
. nance the trouble it gave him; but perceiving that this ta 
was one of the Strokes of Fate, againſt which no hu- p 
man Prudence is a ſufficient Defence, he wou'd not diſ-WMy 
gout his Prince with farther Arguments, but aſſured With 
im that in all Events he wou'd devote himſelf entirely Mm 
to oi, and that nothing ſhou'd ever ſeparate their In- ¶ fo 
tereſts. | | 
PRINCE Edmund knew too well the Value of nit 
ſuch a Friend, to refuſe his Offers: He thank'd him in I! 
Terms the moſt tender and obliging ; and in his turnWm 
t 22 never to forget the Zeal he had expreſs d for 
his Good, and the wiſe Counſel he had given him, un- pai 
able as he was to follow it. . 
IN this manner did they paſs the Remainder of the car 
Day, after having viſited Algitha : the next, and thoſe 
which ſucceeded, the enamoured Edmund failed not to 
pay his Devoirs to that Princeſs, and without daring 


to 
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to ſpeak of his Love, he had ſo well the Art to make 
her ſenſible of it, that no Words cou'd have been more. 
expreflive or perſuaſive. © © 
SHE receiv'd him always with a Sweetneſs full of 
Charms, but as the ſtricteſt Modeſty and Reſerve reign'd. 
thro' all her Words and Actions, he was not able te 
penetrate into her Sentiments ; and tho? he always ſaw 
her without pleaſure, yet he never parted from her 
without Wo his Happineſs. Burt this Life of Suſ- 
pence was but of a ſhort duration: the Return of his 
Courier decided his Fate, and he no ſooner ſaw the 
Power the King had given him, than he haſted with 
his diſpatches to the Tent of his adored Princeſs. 
SHE was alone with Edzwige, and the Prince had per- 
mitted no body to follow him but Alaric, as he had let 
him know his deſign was that day te make a diſcovery 
of his Paſſion, that faithful Confidante, after the firſt: 
Compliments were over, engaged Edwige in a particu- 
lar Converſation at ſome diſtance, and left the Prince 
at full liberty to entertain the Charmer of his Soul. The 
King, Madam, faid he to her, has left me entire Maſ- 
ter of the Articles of Peace, and I come to make you 
Miſtreſs of them, and to give you an Opportunity of re- 
venging all the Offences I haye been guilty of. Ir was: 
not enough to combat with you, to wound you, to 
take you Priſoner, there wants yet ſomething to com- 
pleat my Prefumption, which is the daring to adore 
you, to tell you that I do, and to ſwear to you that a 
thouſand Deaths preſented to my Eyes can never make 
me change my Sentiments. Revenge yourſelf there- 
fore, Madam, continued he, in the moſt tender Accents, 
revenge on the Lover, the Fury of the Enemy, and pu- 
niſh in the Enemy, the Faults of the Lover Behold 
I wait your Sentence, and ſhall ſubmit to it without 
murmuring. | FR 
TO be able to comprehend the Charms that accom2 
pany'd this Diſcourſe, we ſhou'd aſſemble in our Minds 
all that is agreeable in Man; all that indulgent Nature 
can beſtow, all that Love and Wit can * and yet 
at laſt fall ſnort in Idea of the real Graces of this great 
and amiable Prince. Algitba was too ſenſible of the 
Perfections of this blooming Hero, and of the Glory of 
Vo r. IV. F 5 * 
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ſubduing him, to be capable of diſſembling the Paſſion 
ſhe had for him any longer; and looking on him with 
Eyes ſparkling with Love and Joy, And of what faults, 
my Lord, faid ſhe, can you accuſe yourſelf, of which 
I am not at leaſt equally guilty ? You have hated, and 
now love me; I wiſh'd your Death, and wou'd now 
give up my Life for the Safety of yours. Yes, my Lord, 
urſued ſhe, with ſome precipitation, I ſhou'd deteſt 
myſelf, if I cou'd yet hate what is moſt warthy in the 
whole World to be loved Do I not fee with the 
ſame Eyes all England does? —— Have I a Heart leſs 
| ſenſible of Merit than the reſt of your Subjects: 
No, my Lord; and if I am ambitious of being diſtin- 
uiſh'd from the multitude, it is by the exceſs of Ten- 
Ferneſß alone: . 3 „ 
T IS eaſy to imagine the effect, ſuch a Confeſſion 
muſt produce in a Prince young, ardent, and burning 
with the moſt violent Paſſion that ever was; he forgot 
Aldric, Edæuige, and all the World, to abandon himſelf 
fo the Vehemence of his Tranſports. He threw him- 
elf ar the feet of the Princeſs, in ſpite of all ſhe cou'd 
do to hinder him; he thank'd her and Heaven, in Words 
which nothing but the moſt exalted Extaſy could have 
inſpired ; he made a thouſand Vows, both to the one 
and the other, of an everlaſting Conſtancy and Grati- 
tude, and thar obliging him to repeat every inſtant that 
he was loved, made him as often repeat that he wou'd 
eternally adore :' in fine, he ſeem'd as it were out of 
himſelfzand was ſo violent in his Raptures, that the two 
Confidants were no longer able to reſtrain their Atten- 
tion from a Scene in which they took ſo much Intereſt, 
_ALGITHA, who had ſeveral times in vain attempt- 
ed to raiſe the Prince, now made a ſign to them to ap- 
proach ; and holding out her Hand to him, in order to 
oblige him to change his Poſture, You ſee, my Lord, 
ſaid ſhe to him ſmiling, that we are not alone, and that 
you publiſh my Secret. Ah! Madam, cry'd he, Prince 
Aldric is perfectly well acquainted with my Heart, and 
I dare believe the diſcreet Bdæuige is too dear to you, tv 
be ignorant of my Happineſs. | 7 
AFTER this the Converſation between theſe four 


- amiable Perſons conſiſted of all that Friendſhip, Zeal, Eſ- 
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teem and Love could form: but when a ſufficient ſpace 
of time had been allowed to this agreeable Entertainment, 
prince Edmund entreated Algitha to think on the Articles 
of Treaty, but ſhe would not be perſuaded, ſo he was ob- 
liged to take the care of that Affair upon himſelf; there 
was little Danger of any diſagreement between them, the 
Conqueror was too much in the power of the Vanquiſh- 
ed to inſiſt on hard Terms, and the Vanquiſh'd thought 
herſelf happy, in yielding every thing to the Conqueror. 
SH E delivered all the ſtrong Places, Lands, and Terri- 
tories, yet remaining in her power, to the Prince; and 
the Prince reinſtated her, with the Revenue ariſing 
from them. Both being ſatisfy d with theſe Conditi- 
ons, they were ſent to the King for his Ratification, 
who ſent them back without the leaſt alteration. | 
NOTHING hut the Glory of Prince Edmund now 
made the Subject of Converſation at London, and indeed 
thro* the whole Kingdom: publick Thankſgivings, Feaſts, 
and all manner of Rejoicings for his Victory, were cele- 
brated in all the Cities — great Towns; and the Ge- 


nerals and others of the Army having ſent accounts of 


this Siege to their Friends, and juſtly expatiated on the 
Valour of Edmund, particularly on his Combat with the 
almoſt invincible Algitha, their Amazement was little 
inferior to their Admiration, when they confidered 
what an exceſs of Modeſty he had obſerved in the Let- 
ters he wrote on that Subject; and this augmented in 
ſuch a manner the Love and Eſteem of the People, that 
they almoſt idolized him, | ; 
QU E EN Emma, to whom his Glory was no leſs 
dear than if he had been her own Son, wrote to con- 
gratulate him on this Occaſion, in terms which mani- 
teſted the real Friendſhip and Tenderneſs ſhe had for 
him : but all theſe Honours made but a feeble Impref- 
ſion on his mind, compared with the delights he enjoyed 
at the feet of his dear Princeſs, . =. 
THE Articles of Peace had no ſooner received the - 
approbation of E#helred, than the Prince cauſed the 
Caſtle of Sickfort to be repaired, and put in a condition 
to receive him, the Princeſs, and the moſt conſiderable 
of thoſe who had attended him in this War ; looking 
on the Camp as a place too tumultuous for them to pa t- 
A MS - take 


Concluded. 
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take the Sweets of that Peace they had now ſo happily 


SOME days after they were ſettled there, Prince 
Edmund, whoſe Paſſion receiv'd addition every moment, 
and by conſequence his Impatience, began to conjure 
the beautiful Agitha to compleat his felicity, by con- 
ſenting to be privately married, giving her to underſtand 
the little probability there was, that the King wou'd 
.ever be bronght to authorize their Love, if by any ac- 
cident he ſhou'd be inform'd of it; and telling her at 
the ſame time, if the Ceremony were once paſt, he had 
hopes the perſuaſion of the Queen, and his other 
Friends, joined to the Tenderneſs Ethelred himſelf had WW 
for _ wou'd influence him to forgive what was paſt 
recal, . On, | 
THE Princeſs loved with no leſs ardour than ſhe was 
beloved, and was as much defirous of this Union as he 
who propoſed it; but the ordinary Inconſtancy of Men 
in general, and particularly among thoſe of the Age of 
Edmund, made her tremble, I can refuſe you nothing, my 
Lord, ſaid ſhe ; and tho' my Honour will doubtleſs ſuf- 
fer by a conceal'd Marriage, yet will I readily ſacrifice 
it, to give a proof of my Tenderneſs, Alas! added ſhe, 
What imports it that my Happineſs is a Secret, provided 
it be laſting. 3 | | — 
BUT, my Lord, that is my fear; and is all that hin- 
ders me from doing as you deſire: you love me now, but 
are you certain you ſh > me always? What can ſe- 
cure me from the Effects, the Wrath of your Royal Fa- 
ther, and the Conſiderations) of the State may produce? 
hey will perhaps, heregfter, make you look on a 
- Marriage fo little conformable to your Intereſt as a Crime 
hey will repreſent to you, that you have eſpouſed 
the Widow of a Rebel and an Enemy— that your Age 
.and Rank permitted you not to engage yourſelf without 
the conſent of the King— they will reproach you with 
having renounced the Glories to which you might have 
- pretended, and exaggerate the Felicity of a Marriage more 
illuſtrious, and more advantageous to England they 
will add a thouſand unforeſeen Remonſtrances, to render 
me contemptible in your Eyes, and to draw on me the 


Fate of the unhappy Ethelgive your Mother — 2 | 
OCs | have 
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have but too much force not to. ſhake your Conftancy—. 
you will bluſh to have liſtened to the Dictates of your | 
| Love, and I ſhall fall the Victim to the publick dilplea- . 
ſure; or, tis poſſible, to the Charms of an Object more 
worthy of you. | 1 i 
THEN, Prince, then, continued ſhe, letting fall 
ſome Tears, what will become of the wretched Algitha ? 
Shame and Deſpair will be the only recompence of her 
Complaiſance and Love: — I know my own Heart, I 
ſhall love you to my Grave; but alas! nothing can 
aſſure me of yours, | | <3 OI 
PRINCE Edmund was ſtruck with ſo deep a ſorrow 
at this diſcourſe, that he wanted to interrupt her; he found 
it impoſſible for him to do ſo—the diſorder of hisSoul ma- 
nifeſted itſelf thro all hisPerſon „ and render'd him in ſuch 
a State, that he was for ſome Moments wholly incapa- 
ble of replying to what ſhe had been faying., 
AT laft, with the moſt languiſhing and Friefted Air, 
I am very unfortunate, Madam, ſaid he, that my Heart 
is ſo little known to you, that you can believe it capa- 
ble of the moſt vile of all Inconftancies If the Exceſs 
of my Paſſion has not been able to inſpire you with Sen- 
timents more favourable, Words I fear will never do it, 
ſince they are but weak Intelligencers of my Soul's ar- 
dent meaning. 3 5 
BUT is it poſſible, that you can think me worthy 
of your Love, without thinking that if with the Crown 
of England J ſhou'd be offer'd that of the whole World, 
it cou'd be capable of obliging me to break the Vow I 
make to be eternally yours? : 
NO, Madam, I am neither to be tempted from you 
me by Grandeur,nor terrified by the Menaces of an incens'd 
ed Father, nor the Murmurs of the State . I know very 
\ve well, to what I ſubject myſelf and expoſe you; but 1 
— know alſo, that whatever Dangers may arm themſelves 
ich *gainſt us, your Glory will be raiſed by my Fidelity 
ave and conſtant oppoſing all that wou'd deprive me of you. 
ore e aſſured I can die, but can never be ungrateful 
or falſe——permit me once to wear the happy Title of 
der Pour Husband, and I will maintain it to my laſt mo- 
ment. Tis by this only I can make known the greatneſs 
of my Flame—by this alone my Fidelity can be mani- 
Yo IF. F 3 | felted | 
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= feſted Oh conſider, Divineſt Algitha, conſider that in 


there was no farther need of Words to affirm what might 
5 ſpread itſelf over all his Face, his Eyes loſt all their 


but to attend her Anſwer, and to cloſe for ever. The 
Princeſs trembled at the alteration ſhe perceived in him, 


derly between hers, Algitba is pete Diſpoſe of her as 


_ claim forgiveneſ. but every Motive of refuſal ſhall re- 
cede to the Glory of _ united to you *Tis for you 


to a Wretch condemn'd in the Ears of the tranſported 


her former Diſcourſe had imprinted in his Soul; and 
- while he thank'd her Condeſcenſion in terms the moſt 
paſſionate, yet did a certain Languor remain both in his 
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refuſing what I ask, you not only tranſgreſs againſt that 
Paſſion y ou pretend to acknowledge the power of, but 
alſo do an irreparable injury to my Truth, and I ſhall 
die unjuſtified in your Opinion, For think not, pur. 
ſued he, with an Air that. had ſomething in it of Diſ- 
traction, think not that I will live without you: 
HER E Prince Edmund ceaſed to ſpeak, and indeed 


be eaſily ſeen in his Countenance : a mortal Paleneſ; 


wonted Shine, and fixed on thoſe of Algitha, ſeem'd 


and cou'd no longer doubt the Sincerity of a Paſſion 
which was denoted by ſuch Symptoms, Z 
MY dear Prince! cry'd ſhe, preſſing his Hands ten- 


you pleaſe— my Suſpicions and my Fears had no other 
ſource than an Exceſs of Tenderneſs, and therefore 


then to command, oh charming Prinee! I am in all 
things ready to obey. RR 5 
TH O' theſe Words were like the Voice of Pardon 


Eamnd, yet cou'd he not preſently get over the Grief 


Looks and Accents ; which ſerved, more than ever, to s 
convince the Princeſs how ſenſibly he had been touch'd {Ma 


with the fears of loſing her. She employ'd all thoſe MW» 


Graces Nature had ſo prodigally beſtowed on her, to Mz: 


alleviate a Melancholy of which ſhe had been the cauſe; Wo 


and after a Million of repeated Proteſtations of eternal ir 


Fidelity on both ſides, it was at laſt agreed, that one MW 


of the Princeſs's Chaplains, in whom ſhe placed the b. 
moſt perfect Confidence, ſhou'd fecretly join their Hands 7) 
in the Chappel of the Caſtle, and that none but Prince Nit 
Aldric and the faithful Edwige ſhould be Witneſſes of Hal 
that Ceremony. _ . 
ALL Ib. 
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ALL things being thus concluded, they approach d 
he holy Altar, on the Evening of the next Day, and 
were there united by thoſe Bonds which are indiſſolu- 
ble but by Death. The whole Affair was conducted 
with ſo much privacy, that not one Perſon either in the 
Camp or Palace had the leaſt Knowledge of it. The Myſ- 
tery laſted ſome Months, to the great contentment 
of the Wedded Pair, who enjoyed, without thoſe 
Ceremonies which are the torment of publick Marriages, 
all the Sweets that Hymen is capable of affording, when 
heightned by the moſt fervent Paſſion: it ſeem'd as if 
theſe two were animared but by one Soul — that one 
Will, and one Deſire diffuſed themſelyes thro? both; and 
ſo well were their Thoughts known to each other, that 
they converſed frequently, as it were by intuition, and 
interrogated, and replied by Looks alone, 
BUT Fate, which, they ſay, allows it not to Mortals 


to be perfe ly happy on Earth, being unable to leſſen 


their Affection, was reſolved to raiſe them Troubles, to 
diſturb that Repoſe they had ſo long indulg'd. » 

THE long abſence of Prince Edmund created ſome 
Suſpicions in the King his Father ; and not being able. 
to comprehend the Motives that kept him from a Court, 
where every body WAS burning with impatience for his 
Return, he ſent ſome Perſons whom he confided in to 
the Camp, with ſtrict orders, to inform themſelves of 
all that paſt, and to be careful Spies over the Actions of 
the Prince, without doing any thing, that ſhould make 
him ſuſpect they were ſo. ; | 

THIS Commiſſion was given to Men well skill d in 
Stratagems, and from whoſe Eyes it was ſcarce poſſible 
any thing ſhou'd eſcape : they examined the Prince, 
with attention, and preſently found his Paſſion for 4/- 


githa. This diſcovery” was e ewe, ſeconded by 
le 


others, and without any one being able to penetrate 
into their [nirigues, they got information of the ſecret 
Marriage, and ſent notice of it to the King. It wou'd 


be in vain to go about to repreſent the exceſs of his fu- 


ry at this News; the whole Court ſaw, and trembled at 


it; and tho' the Prince was 2 dear to them 
all, yet none durſt open their Lips, in 


is Vindication. 


WHILE Rage has poſſeſſion of the Mind, Nature 
but vainly pleads ; Erhelred loſt all the Father, in the an- 
| . Sry 


they no longer doubted, if they were betray'd, or if 
Edmund was recalled out of any other Motive but the 


his Diſquiet occaſioned by the Terror of meeting the 


now manifeſted in her Pregnancy. 


Concern, in hope to allay that of her Husband, ſhe 


hard to be endured. She dreaded not any thing the 


V3 5 
Monarch, and r how much himſelf had 
experienced the Force of that paſſion he now condemned 
in his Son, ſent an Expreſs to him, which contain- 
ed an abſolute command, to reſign the command of the 
Army to the Earl of Kent, to quit Sickfort immediately, 
and come to render an Account of his Conduct at the 
Foot of the Throne. = ; 
THIS Mandate was like a Clap of Thunder to the 
Hearts of the truly enamour'd Prince and Princeſs: 


extremeſt Wrath. But this laſt alarm'd them leſs, as 
they had prepared themſelves for it: but what was 
moſt remarkable in this Adventure was, that Algitha, 
who had the greateſt cauſe to dread what might befall 
her in this Separation from the Prince, ſeem'd leſs de- 
jeRed than did he, and was obliged to make uſe of her 
utmoſt Efforts, to enable him to ſupport it. Nor was 


Eyes of an incenſed Father, and angry King, in whoſe 
Diſpoſal all his future fortunes lay: but by the Thoughts 
of leaving his dear Wife, at atime, when- moſt his pre- 
ſence was neceſſary, to alleviate the Diſorders ſhe was 
then in; the Fruits of their reciprocal Affection being 


AS much however as the Princeſs diſſembled her 


cou'd not defend herſelf in ſecret from Agitations, very 


King ſhou'd meditate againſt her; ſhe had too much 
Courage to regard any thing that touch'd her Life or 
Fortune, the Eſtrangement of her dear Edmund 's Heart 
was all ſhe feared: and when ſhe conſidered ſhe muſt n. 
truſt him in a Court ſo famous for Beauties, as that of 5. 
England, not all his Vows cou'd make her ſay to herſelf, f 
He will be mine for ever: And if the Opinion of his . 
Honour ſecured her from the Apprehenſions of his di- m. 


vorcing himſelf from her, and marrying another, as pr 
his Father had done; yet as the Change of his Affecti- an 


on was an involuntary Action, ſhe was invaded with H. 


| moſt terrible Suggeſtions on that ſcore: and was too M. 


delicate to find any Satisfaction in the Thoughts __ 


7 
hal he muſt be for her only, becauſe his Veracity would 


ned not permit him to be another's. 
aln- BUT whatever Diſcontents they both endur'd, the 
the Royal will muſt be comply'd with 3 and the Prince, 
ly, Vith reaſon, judging, that to delay the injoined Atten- 
the dance on his Father, wou'd only ſerve to irritate him 
the more, made all imaginable haſte to prepare for his 
the Departure. And the Conſolation of his beloved 4l- 
ls: githa being the firſt of his Cares, he obliged Prince 
r if Arie to ay behind him, that he might Lone from 
the time to time of the Situation of that Princeſs's Mind. 


Wh Aldric, on his fide promis'd an eternal Fidelity, and 
ray | preſented a Gentleman to him, of whoſe firm Attach- 
A ment he was convinced, in order that whatever Condi- 
1 tion the Prince was fn,” he might know it from his Pen, 

10 and be informed of his Commands. | 1 
her AFTER all theſe Precautions, they took leave of 
Was each other, with ſuch violent Tranſports of Grief, that 
the BY none who were Witneſſes of them, but feared they 
ofe would be attended with ſome fatal Conſequence. - Ed- 


hts BY nund exerted all his Forces, to aſſure Algitha of an eter- 
Te” We nal Fidelity; and that Princeſs neglected nothing, that 
the moſt delicate Paſſion cou'd inſpire, to conjure him 
ing to ſer a Guard upon his Heart, and upon his Eyes; and 
when they had embraced each other a thouſand and a 
her I thouſand times, they bid adieu — A parting dreadful 
ſhe to themſelves, and touching to all that ſaw it, as not 
ery being able to form any Judgment when, or whether 
the ever they ſhould meet again]! 1 | 


mn 


ch WW GRIEF and Uncertainty were the Companions of 
0" I Prince Edmund's Journey — to meet the Eyes of a 
at King and Father, ſo much incenſed againſt him, was 
3 no ſſight Motive for the Diſquiet of a Son and Subject 
A WW practiſed in Obedience; but the Violence of his Love 
lf, ſurmounted all other Confiderations,and at his Arrival at 
i London, he preſented himſelf before the King,with a Sub- 
di- miſſion full of Reſpect, but with the Aſſurance of a Perſon 
„ prepar'd for every thing. His Prcſence far from exciting 
any Tenderneſs in Erhelred, augmented his Indignation : 
th BY He reproached, in the moſt cruel Terms, the clandeſtine 
00 BY Marriage he had contrafted with the Widow of an E- 


1% nemy to his King and Country, accuſed him of holdin 


crimina 
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criminal Intelligence againſt both the one and the other; 
and without reflecting on the Lengths to which an Ex- 
ceſs of Paſſion had tranſported himſelf, alledged all 
thaſe Reaſons, which would have been of more uſe to 
have regulated his own Conduct, than that of his Son. 
So true ir is, that in whatever Rank Providence places 
Men, they never can be impartial enough to ſee thoſe 
Faults in themſelves, which they condemn in others. 
TH E Prince of England liſten d to all this Torrent of 
Injuſtice, with the moſt perfect Submiſſion; and per- 
cciving the King had left him at liberty to reply, he 
threw himſelt at his Feet, and looking up to him with 
that engaging Air, which charm'd all Hearts, I confeſs, 
I am criminal, ſaid he, in diſpoſing of myſelf without 
your Majeſty's Permiſſion; but it was the fear of never 
being able to obtain it, join'd with the Impoſſibilit) 
of iiving without Algitha,that made me guilty. Not that 
I imagin'd, you wou'd regard that Princeſs as an object 
of Hatred, after the advantageous Peace ſhe concluded 
with you. Ves, Sir, 1 dare affirm more Blood 
had been ſhed to gain you Victory, had Love not in- 
terpoſed — I apprehended indeed, that your Am- 
bition deſign'd me fen a greater Alliance, but I knew 
the Virtues of Alzitha more worthy than Diadems, and 
therefore follow'd the Dictates of my Happineſs rather 
than my Duty. —Bur, Sir, continued he, my Crime 
wou'd yet be pardonable, if you were ſenſible of the 
Charms of my fair Vanquiſher ; and, perhaps, I ſhou'd 
find Praiſe, where now I am condemn'd —— Yes, Sir, 
added he with Vehemence, I adore Algitha, I am re- 
folv'd eternally to adore her. But it is not Algitha, iſ 
arm'd againſt my King, to whom I have given my 
Faith; it is a Princeſs Romiffive to your Laws, faith - 
ful to her Duty, and ready to ſuffer Death to atteſt her 
Loyalty to your Majeſty, and Love to your Son, whoſe 
Husband you ſee before your Feet, embracing your 
Knees, and imploring Grace from an offended Father. 
AT theſe Words, Ethelred, in ſpite of his Indignation, 
felt that he was indeed a Father: he figh'd, and was 
ſometime before he could determine in what manner he 
ſhou'd behave; but ſtruggling with the Tenderneſs which 
juſt then began to ove him Well then,reſum'd he, ſince 
> = Js -"- 4x 


e 


you are both ſo ſubmiſſive to my Laws, give a Proof of 
this Zeal and this Obedience, in ſeparating your ſelves 
for ever, and do you receive another Wife from tlie 
Hand of a Father who loves you. This is the only 
way by which you can obtain Pardon, and oblige*me 

not to treat Algitha as an Enemy, ro | 
IF no other way we can obtain your Mercy, ſaid 


her; 
Ex- 
all 
e to 
don. 


aces 

hoſe IM the Prince, riſing from the Poſture he was in, I am 
s. conſtrained to tell your Majeſty, we muſt be for ever 
nt of I miſerable in your Diſpleaſure ——— both Algitha and 
per- myſelf are ready to loſe our Lives tor you; but you 
„he hall ſacrifice us a thouſand times before we will break 
with {our Vows — they are ſacred, — they are voluntary. 
fels, {they are eternal. : , 
hout THE Prince pronounced theſe Words with a Re- 
ever {Wſolution which ſurpriz'd Ethelred, and re-kindled the 
ility before expiring Fury in his Breaſt. He called to the 
that N Captain of his Guards to ſeize the Prince, and order 
djet him into Cuſtody. When the Queen entered the Ca- 
aded Mbinet where they were, ſhe feared ſomething violent 
lood Nwou'd be the Conſequence of this Converſation, and 


t in- Nreſolved to labour all ſhe could in the ſervice.of the 
Am- Prince. She immediately knew by their Countenances 
new the Emotions of their Souls; and perceiving the Captain 

and Nuwas about to execute the King's Command, ſhe entreat- 


ther 
rime 


the 


ed his Majeſty to forbear till he had given her a mo- 
ment's Audience; adding, that fhe would anſwer for 
the Prince, and at the ſame time made a Sign to him 


ou'd Hand all preſent to withdraw. | 

Sir, As ſoen as ſhe found herſelf alone with Ethelred, ſhe 
a re · ¶repreſented to him the Wrong he did in proceeding to 
itha, {ſuch Extremities, with a Son, who had behav'd in 


1 my every Action of his Life, bating his Marriage, with the 
aith- utmoſt Duty —— that the Kingdom was in too ha- 
t her Nꝛardous an Eftate, thro* the Preparations of the Ki 
hoſe Nof Denmark, to admit Civil Broils —— that the Peo- 
yout ple, who almoſt adored the Prince, wou'd be excited 
er. Ito murmur at this Treatment of him, and, perhaps, 
tion, {run yet greater Lengths in his Favour. — She conjur d 
was him alſo to decree nothing againſt the Perſon of Algitha 
r he —ſhe remonſtrated to him, that uh 
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kindled in thoſe Places where the Princeſs had an In- 
tereſt, if any Outrage were offered to her; and all this 
in Terms ſo ſtrong, tho' full of Reſpect, that Ethelred 
had nothing to object againſt her Reaſons, < | 
TH O' this Monarch had not reſumed his formerTen- 
derneſs for Emma, and lived with her with little more 
than a cold Civility, the Obligations he had to her 
wou'd not permit him to neglect her Advice: beſides, 
the manner in which ſhe addreſs'd him on this ſcore, 
greatly alleviated his Rage. He gave her his promiſe 
to enterprize nothing againſt Algitba, either by open 
Force, or ſecret Malice, and not to confine the Perſon 
of the Prince. But all this beautiful Queen could urge 
was unavailing to procure his Conſent to the Marriage, 
and ſhe was obliged to quit him, without obtaining 
any thing on that Article. 335 
A her Return to her Apartment, ſhe found Prince 
Edmund, who attended there the Effect of her Sol- 
licitations. She gave him an exact Account of all ſhe 
had done, and teftify'd an unfeign'd Concern, that ſhe 
had been able to prevail no farther; telling him, ſhe 
fore ſaw great Difficulties in the Engagement he had 
entred into; and that ſhe feared, he would have much 
_ to ſtruggle with, to make it good. e 
FOR, in fine, my dear Edmund, ſaid ſhe, I have ſo 
little Power over Ethelred, that you ought not to flatter 
ourſelf with a Belief, that he will grant much to my 
— ; and I am very certain, if my Demands 
had not been founded on the moſt ſolid Reaſons, I ſhould 
have been able to obtain nothing. Thus, added ſhe 
with a Sigh, I can only lament your Troubles, without 
a hope of diminiſhing them by any Effort of mine. 
IHE Prince returned her a thouſand Thanks for 
all her Goodneſs, particularly for what ſhe had obtained t. 
in favour of Algiiba; and prayed her to have for that 
Princeſs the ſame Friendſhip with which ſhe had ho- v 
noured himſelf, Twou'd be difficult for me, Madam, h 
ſaid he, to make you ſenſible of the Beauties of her Ile 
Mind, without your being acquainted with her; but tl 
thoſe 6f her Perſon may ſerve in part to excuſe the paſ- 


fion ſhe has inſpired me with. In ſpeaking theſe words, 


he drew a lirtle Picture out of rY pocket, which he 
= 5 0 brought 
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brought with him from the Caſtle, and ſhewing it to 


the Queen, There, Madam, reſumed he, is the likeneſs 
of that Face, to which I have vowed an everlaſting 
Truth, Wi 3 

EMMA regarded it with Admiration, and confeſs'd, 
that it was very difficult to guard the Heart from ſuch 
an Aſſemblage of Perfections. Emboldned by the 
Praiſes ſhe gave her Beauties, he proceeded to deli- 


neate the Delicacy, the Purity, the Sincerity of her 


Soul, and renewed his Proteſtations never to be guilty 

of Injuſtice to a Perſon, ſo truly deſerving, 3 

he wou'd hazard being as unhappy by his Conſtan- 

cy, as Ethelred had render'd himſelf by his Infide- 

lities. 2 * 
THE next Day the King appointed Commiſſioners 


before whom he compell'd the Prince to appear; but 


they interrogating him concerning his Marriage, he 
maintained the Validity of it, and ſaid little leſs to aſ- 
ſure them, tar nothing ſhou'd conſtrain him to for- 
ſake ſo dear a Wife, than he had done to Algitbha her- 
ſelf, Had that Princeſs been Witneſs of the Courage 
and Reſolution of his Love on that occaſion, it had, 


perhaps, ſhock'd the Niceneſs of her Soul, to think | 


that no Returns ſhe cou'd make were adequate to ſuch 
a Paſſion. | 5 


BUT this Firmneſs of Mind ſerved only to irritate 


the King, and he obliged the Commiſſioners to give 


Judgment. As they were entirely his Creatures, by 


their Sentence the Marriage was diſannull'd, and the 
Parties forbid to ſee each other any more, under the 
pain of the Royal Diſpleaſure. This Decree, the King 


took care ſhould be eee ſent to Algitha ; per- 


haps not without hope the Grief of it might put an end 
to her Days, > . 

THAT beautiful Princeſs being inform'd of the 
whole Procedure as it went on, by Couriers ſent to 


her every day by the Prince, xpected a Judgment no 


leſs ſevere wou'd be given againſt her; and in ſyire of 
the Aſſurances ſhe received of the Fidelity of her Huſ- 
band, and the Reſolution with which he maintained 
the Cauſe of his Love, ſhe was in continual Alarnas ; 


the feared for him, for herſeli, and for the Infant yet 
Vol. IV. > 6 f un - 
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" kindled in thoſe Places where the Princeſs had an In- 


the manner in which ſhe addreſs'd him on this ſcore, 


to enterprize nothing againſt A/githa, either by open 


was unavailing to procure his Conſent to the Marriage, 


any thing on that Article. 


licitations. She gave him an exact Account of all- ſhe : 


had not been founded on the moſt ſolid Reaſons, I ſhould 


in favour of Algitha; and prayed her to have for that 
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tereſt, if any Outrage were offered to her; and all this 
in Terms ſo nga. tho' full of Reſpect, that Ethelred 
had nothing to object againſt her Reaſons, c 

TH O' this Monarch had not reſumed his formerTen- 
derneſs for Emma, and lived with her with little more 
than a cold Civility, the Obligations he had to her 
wou'd not permit him to neglect her Advice: beſides, 


greatly alleviated his Rage. He gave her his promiſe 


Force, or ſecret Malice, and not to confine the Perſon 
of the Prince. But all this beautiful Queen could urge 


and ſhe was obliged to quit him, without obtaining 


A T her Return to her Apartment, ſhe found Prince 
Edmund, who attended there the Effect of her Sol- 


had done, and teſtify'd an unfeign'd Concern, that ſhe 
had been able to prevail no farther; telling him, ſhe 
fore ſaw great Difficulties in the Engagement he had 
entred into; and that ſhe feared, he would have much 
to ſtruggle with, to make it good. | 
FOR, in fine, my dear Edmund, ſaid ſhe, I have ſo 
little Power over Ethelred, that you ought not to flatter 
yourſelf with a Belief, that he will grant much to my 
Perſuafions; and I am very certain, if my Demands 


have been able to obtain nothing. Thus, added ſhe 
with a Sigh, I can only lament your Troubles, without 
a hope of diminiſhing them by any Effort of mine. 
THE Prince returned her a thouſand Thanks for 
all her Goodneſs, particularly for what ſhe had obtained 


Princeſs the ſame Friendſhip with which ſhe had ho- 


the feared for him, for herſeli, and for the Infant yet 
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brought with him from the Caſtle, and ſhewing it to 
the Queen, There, Madam, reſumed he, is the likeneſs 
of that Face, to which I have vowed an everlaſting 
Truth, 8 | ger jr 
EMMA regarded it with Admiration, and confeſs d, 
that it was very difficult to guard the Heart from ſuch 
an Aſſemblage of Perfections. Emboldned by the 
Praiſes ſhe gave her Beauties, he proceeded to deli- 
neate the Delicacy, the Purity, the Sincerity of her 
Soul, and renewed his Proteſtations never to be guilty 
of Injuſtice to a Perſon, ſo truly deſerving, — that 
he wou'd hazard being as unhappy by his Conſtan- 
cy, as Ethelred had render'd himſelf by his Infide- 
Bee . | 
THE next Day the King appointed Commiſſioners 
before whom he compell'd the Prince to appear; but 
they interrogating him concerning his Marriage, he 
maintained the Validity of it, and ſaid little leſs to aſ- 
ſure them, that nothing ſhou'd conſtrain him to for- 
ſake ſo dear a Wife, than he had done to Algitha her- 
ſelf, Had that Princeſs been Witneſs of the Courage 
and Reſolution of his Love on that occaſion, it had, 
perhaps, ſhock'd the Niceneſs gf her Soul, to think 
that no Returns ſhe cou'd make were adequate to ſuch 
a Paſſion. | 5 8 
BUT this Firmneſs of Mind ſerved only to irritate 
the King, and he obliged the Commiſſioners to give 
Judgment. As they were entirely his Creatures, by 
their Sentence the Marriage was diſannull'd, and the 
Parties forbid to ſee each other any more, under the 


| pain of the Royal Diſpleaſure. This Decree, the King 


took care ſhould be e ſent to Algitha; per- 
haps not without hope the Grief of it might put an end 
to her Dayͤs. | — 
THAT beautiful Princeſs being inform'd of the 
whole Procedure as it went on, by Couriers ſent to 
her every day by the Prince, xpected a Judgment no 
leſs ſevere wou'd be given againſt her; and in ſoite of 
the Aſſurances ſhe received of the Fidelity of her Huſ- 
band, and the Reſolution with which he maintained 
the Cauſe of his Love, ſhe was in continual Alarins ; 
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unborn The Sentence was no ſooner paſt, than the 
Prince imagining it wou'd be ſignified to Algitha, dif. 
atch'd the Gentleman Prince Aldric had preſented to 
— with a Letter to her, and another to that faithful 
Friend. The Perſon charged with this Commiſſion, 
perform'd it with ſo much Expedition, that his Packet 
was delivered before the Arrival of the King's Me: 
ſenger. | 7 | 
IN the Letter to Aldric, Prince Edmund entreated 
him to hinder AJgitha as much as poſſible from hear- 
ing any News that came from Court, to do his utmoſt 
to conſole her, and to give her perpetual Aſſurances, 
that no Time or Chance'ſhou'd make the leaſt Abate. 
ment in his Affections; but above all, that he wou'd 
take care ſhe ſhou'd receive his Letter, before any Dil- 
patch from the King ſhou'd be brought to her. This i 
Caution was not uſeleſs, the Prince's Gentleman arriv. iſ 
ing little more than an Hour before the Courier from 
Court. Aldric, who knew the Conſequence of the Af. 
fair, went directly to the Apartment of the Princeſs, M 
where the Gentleman delivered her the Letter of Prince 
Edmund; which, haſtily opening, ſhe found contained 
theſe Words. | | — 


The faithful EpmuxD to his dear AxerT HA 


« F F every Mifortune, that befals us, did not afford 

« { me a new Occaſion of giving Proofs of my Con · 

4 {tancy and Love, I ſhould not be haſty to acquaint E 

« you with it: but, my dear Princeſs, as I know 

that nothing but my Fidelity can ſupport you un- 
eder the Weight of that Affliction Fate ſhowers down 

« upon us, I wou'd be the firſt to let you know the 

&« preſent Preſſure ; to the end that the Aſſurance 

« of my Faith may too much engroſs your Soul, to 

« leave any room for Grief, when you ſhall read the 

c cruel Sentence paſs'd againſt us. They con 

et de;rn us to ſee each other no more, and pretend to 

& deter us from doing ſo, by menacing every thing 

that human Nature ſhrinks at. — I am proof how 
; 6« eve 
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Ethelred, was determined to ſhew no Marks of Re 
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« ever againſt this Thunder- Clap. — My Love 
« gains freſh Force by this unjuſt Oppoſition, and 
« my Faith becomes yet more inviolable than ever 

6 All thatthey can do to ſeparate me from you, ſhall 
« ſerye but to unite me more cloſely to you—— Here 
« ] reiterate all the Vows I have made you to 

love you to my Grave to prefer you to all 
« the Princeſſes in the World and to ſuffer Death 
« rather than ſubmit to the unjuſt Sentence they have 
“ given 

« theſe Truths, if you wou'd have me live———Re- 
© ceive the Orders of the King without Grief, and 
« without Indignation, I wilt you cou'd forgive the 
« jatter of theſe Emotions in him —— He may relent, 
„ the Sweetneſs of his Nature makes me hope it 
but whatever ſhall happen, I ſwear to you by all 

« that we hold facred, to continue to the laſt Moment 
« of my Life. | ; 5 


— 


Tour faithful Husband, 
EDMUND Prince of England. 


ALGITH A could not read this Letter without Tears. 
of mingled Tenderneſs and Diſdain : the Affront ſhe 
received by the Judgment paſſed upon her, occaſioned 
great Apitations in her Soul; but ſhe was yet more 
ſenſible of the freſh Inſtances of her dear. Spouſe's Af 
tection; and reflecting, that her Honour could re- 
ceive no Blemiſh, while the Prince preſerv'd his Faith, 
ſhe arm'd herſelf with a Reſolution to deſpiſe thoſe 

ormalities Women ordinari] glory in, and to think 
of nothing but the Happineſs f being beloved by a- 
Prince ſuch as Edmund. ES | "2 8; 
SHE alſo took this Opportunity to prove the de- 
erence ſhe paid to the Will of this dear Husband, and 
as unjuſt and cruel as ſhe thought the — of 
ent- 
ent before thoſe who ſhould be charged with his 
Orders, ͤ in” 80 


Vol. IV. 
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I conjure you, to be perſuaded of | | 8 


— T7. = «© 
8E had juſt brought herſelf to this Point, when H. 
the Meſſenger arri ved, and delivered the Copy of the hi 


Sentence into her Hand, accompanied with an Order N p; 
to conform to it on pain of Death. She received the Nhe 


one and the other, with a Courage worthy of the Wife N for 
of Edmund; and committing the Juſtice of her Cauſe N vi 
to Heaven, ſeem'd only troubled at the little Probabi. 5 
lity there was, that ſhe ſhou'd ſee the Prince of a long Idee 
time. | „ „ Fes 

SOME Days after, ſhe brought a Son into the pre 
World, who was named. Edmund, after his Father; WW ; 
and this News belng immediately ſent to the Prince of riag 
England, he conceived ſo great a Joy, as for ſome time ilx.. 
made him forget all his Misfartunes! _ 

HE communicated the Knowledge of his being ao 


Father to the Queen, and to thoſe, of whoſe god Om. 
Wiſhes he had Experience, who ſincerely congratulat- 
ed him on that occanon 3 and wirhogt conſidering in 
what manner the King would take it, informed the 
People of it, and authorized public Rejoicings. 
ETHELRED, who never continued long in one 
Humour, began already to repent him of i e 
ed the Prince with ſo much Rigour; and tho' he wa 
informed of every thing that paſled, ſeemed ignorant 
of the Cauſe of all this Joy, nor oppos'd the Satisfic. 
tion of the Citizens, who continued their Feſtival for 
| three Days. - = . 
_ _ALGITHA was no ſooner recovered from her Ly-· Neſſes 
ing · in, than Edmund, unable to live without her, cauſelaſily 
her to remove from the Caſtle of Sickfort, and come him v 
within a few Miles of London, where he every d ED 


indulged his Paſſion with her Converſation ; and thelWou ar 
frequent Interviews gave birth to a ſecond Prince nam grea 
ed Edvard, | ; ” uch 
I T was about this time, that the Letter of the uf eame 
fortunate Ethelgive, rekindled in the Heart of EthelrW-] h. 
all the Paſſion he once had for her; and that the ge ou'd 


nerous Emma took that Opportunity of his Tende: 
neſs for the Mother, to revive in him all he former 
had borne the Son, Her Pleas cou'd not but be forc 
ble to a Heart already half diſſolved, and which fiMinatio 
all the Reaſons ſhe cou'd urge before ſhe ſpoke * Vo 

g ( | 


_ 
"W . 


TS). 
He ſeemed however to yield to her Perſuaſions, what- 
his own Inclinations would' not ſuffer him to deny : the- 
Piry he had for the Deſtiny of Ethelgive, the Love: 
he now had for her, dead as ſhe was, and the Shame: 
for his paſt Conduct, re-inſpiring him with all the 
Virtues of his ,Youth. He thanked the Queen for, 

contributing to ſo good a Work; and to ſhew ho- 

deeply he was touched with her Remonſtrances, or- 
dered his Son ſhould be brought that moment into his, 

* WPreſence. e „5 | 

Eon, who ſince the Declaration oÞ his Mar- 

riage, had never been permitted to ſee his Father's, 

Face, and in the middle of the Court lived as an Exile, 

as ſtrangely ſurpriz'd at this Command; he knew not 

to what Motive to attribute it, and felt in himſelf 

ſome Repugnance to obey : but as he had ever been a 

ſtrict Obſerver of his Duty, in all things in his power, 

he overcame all that ſeemed to oppoſe it, and went to 
he Cabinet where the King then was, with.a Mind 
which had little in it of Tranquility, 

THE Preſence of the Queen, and the Contentment- 

hat appear'd in her Countenance, baniſh'd part of his. 

ears; and the King no ſooner ſaw him enter, than 
tretching out his Arms, My Son, ſaid he, receive the: 
ardon of your Fault, and the Recompence of your Vir. 
nes. The Prince, who, on the firſt Words of Ethel- 
ech had thrown himſelf at his Feet, receiv'd theſe Ca- 

„eſſes ſo little expected, with a Tranſport of Joy, which 

aſily made known to the King, how very precious to 

him was this Return of his Affection. RY.” - 

TW EDMUND, reſumed he, the Queen to whom both 

ou and 1 have the ſtrongeſt Obligations, has conferrd. 

greater yet, in permitting me to avow, I have too 
uch loved your Mother, not to regard with the ex- 
reameſt Tenderneſs, the firſt Son ſhe bleſs' dme with 

have been guilty of great Injuſtices to her; but I. 

ou'd repair them to you: and it was with that In- 

ntion I oppoſed the Engagements you had made with 
itha. My chief Hopes were founded on your Hap- 
neſs ; J have formed for you great things in my Ima» 
ination, but your Marriage has deſtroyed them all. 

Vor. IV. | | 3 — — 
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5 uy has given a double Cement to the Bonds 


(6) 1 
— li am ſenſible, however, that a virtuous Prince 
cannot abandon a Woman he has found worthy to re- 
ceive his Vows, by whom he is beloved, and by 2 


FH ESE Conſiderations, my Son, have diſſipated 
my Rage, and reſtores to you your Father. Take 
again the place you held in my Heart, and in my 
Power, an which I find you are ſo worthy of ; and 
henceforward let a perfect Union among the Royal Fa- 
mily contribute to diſappoint the Deſigns of our Ene- 
mies, as much as the Force of our Ams. 

AE, Sir! cry'd the Prince, embracing, his Knees, 
by what Actions can I ever make your Majefty a Re- Win 
paration for having offended you, or merit this tender WF he 
Return of your Affection! —— How happy have you 
made me! —.— All my Blood, and the — Services Nat 
of my future Life, are too mean an Offering for the re- ¶ ne 
cover'd Bleſſing of your Favour. 3 | 

T HIS Converſation was ſo truly touching, that the 
Queen could not withhold her Tears; and Ethelred, in 
ſpight of his Dignity, and the Gravity he would have 
allumed on this occaſion, cou'd not reſtrain ſome Drops 


S es en mw 


falling from his Eyes. When the firſt Emotions ef Str: 
Tenderneſs and Joy were a little over, the King per inf 
mitted the Prince to pay his Acknowledgments to the qua 
Queen; and theſe three auguſt Perſons teſtify d all I 
that cou'd be inſpir'd by Nature, Friendſhip, an affo 
Eſteem. . het If te Not 
THE King of Exgland adjudging, that Prince E. moc 
mund was impatient to carry this News to Algitha Act 
Mortned this Entertainment to give him that Satisfa- mig 
tion: My dear Son, ſaid he, you have given me too by 


many Proofs of your Paſſion, not to make you kno} mol! 
you wou'd gladly make the Princeſs a Sharer in yout 
Contentment, —— Iwill, therefore, no longer detail 
you from that Pleaſure. . Go, and be yourſelf ths 
Bearer of an Order ſo different from the former = 
Go, and tell her, my Commands are, that you ſhal 
always love each other with a Tenderneſs as ſincere, a 
you ſhall find my Endeayours for the common Happ! 
neſs of you both, _ EE : 


LEY 
I F it were poſſible for me to retract, in an authen- 

tick manner, what I have done againſt your Marriage, 
1 wou'd not defer it one Moment —— but it is not a 
proper Seaſon, our preſent Troubles will not now per- 
mit it. ———— Ergland is too much menaced by the 
Approaches of our cruel Enemies, the Danes, to give 
us leave to think of any other Affairs than the repul- 
fing them ——they will give you an occaſion to acquire 
freſh Laurels; and, under the Covert of them, I ſhall, 
without ſhame, ratify your Marriage, and make the 
whole Kingdom approve of it. Receive, continued 
he, my Royal Word for the Performance of this, and, 


in the mean time, enjoy, without fear, and without 


inquietude, the Sweets of an Union, to which I ſhall 
henceforward be far from putting any Obſtacle, 
PRINCE Edmund a ſecond time threw himſelf 
at the feet of the King his Father, to thank his Good- 
neſs, and as he thought himſelf perfectly happy in 
having gained ſo much, attempted not to exact more; 
and as he had permiſſion to depart, haſted to his dear 
Algitha, with a Tranſport worthy of his Love. | 
THIS Princefs ſeeing him arrive with a Satisfaction 
in his Countenance, . which for a long time had been a 
Stranger there, received him with a vaſt deal of Joy, tho? 
infinitely ſhort of what ſhe conceived, when he had ac- 
quainted her with the Motive. £ 5 | 
HOW great ſoever are the Pleaſures ſecret Love 


the King's Conſent gave her entire Liberty to follow 
the Dictates of her Inclination, and openly to avow 
her Tenderneſs for the charming Prince, ſhe cou'd 
not but be inſpir'd with Raptures ſuitable to the occa- 


ſion, 
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ſion. The Heart and Perſon of her dear Prince ſecured 
to her for ever! —— Her Glory re-eſtabliſhed | -—... 
The future fortune of her Children ſettled ! All 
that was neceſſary for her Repoſe! — All the Ad- 
vantages ſhe cou'd wiſh or hope confirmed; was ſuch 
a Profuſion of Happineſs, as for ſome moments ſhe 
cou'd not bring herſelf to believe; and Prince Edmund 
was oblig d to repeat the joyful Tidings over and over, 
and join Proteſtations to his Words, before ſhe cou d 
8 aſſure herſelf of the Reality of the promiſed Bleſ- 
1ngs. DOS 3 je | 

| BU T how little am I able to figure out the Exceſ 
of her Tranſports, when convinced of the Truth! 


Her Soul was all diſſolv'd in Tenderneſs and Joy, Tears 


flowed in abundance from her Eyes, while her Lips 
poured forth Thanks to Heaven, and the gracious 
Ethelred. ———— One moment ſhe ſnatch'd her dear 
Husband to her Breaft, and preſſing him ardently, ſaid 
a thouſand ſoft obliging things; the next, as if over- 
come with Extaſy, ſhe lifred up her Hands and Eyes, 
and by a Silence, more eloquent than any Wards cou'd 
be, -expreſs'd the Emotions of her Heart, Infinite in- 
deed were the Reaſons ſhe had to be ſatisfied ; yet were 
the Effects more ſo ——— all that can be imagined of 
wild Delight — intolerable Joy appeared in all 
ſhe ſaid and did; and it was not without ſome dif- 
ficulcy, that the Prince of England, fearing ſuch violent 
Agitations would be prejudicial to her Health, brought 
her at laft to reflect with more Calmneſs, 
THEY paſſed three Days altogether in an uncon- 
ceivable Satisfaction; in which time, Algitha wrote 
to the King and Queen. Her Letter to Ethelred was 
full of RR, Love, and Majeſty ; and that to Emma, 
of Gratitude, and Proteſtations of the moſt zealous and 
J fo oooh eng 
IF Etbelred was not before won over entirely to 
their Party, theſe Letters compleated the Conqueſt of 
his Heart; and it is not to be doubted, but lie would 
have paſſed all Conſiderations to have rendered them 
entirely happy, if News had not juſt then arrived of 
too alarming a nature, not to take up all his Soul. 
3 5 Be  CANUTE 
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CANUTE, the young King of Denmark, had forc d 
the Fortifications made by Ethelred- in the North, to 
| revent his Landing, had routed the Troops placed for 
the Defence of that part of the Kingdom, and was 
" WW marching at the head of ſeventy row Men towards 
the Metropolis. Duty, Intereſt, and oP now obli- 
| ged Prince Edmund to quit once more his dear Algitha, 
who cou'd not take her Farewell of him without a 
| 


Torrent of 'Tears; but as ſhe knew the Neceſlity, and 
had a Courage ſuperior to her Sex, ſhe gave no other 
Tokens of her Weakneſs ; and tho' their parting was 
extremely moving, yet, as it was occaſioned only by 
their common Good, they conformed to it without mur- 
muring. | 8 8 OD 
THE King of England having called together a 
ſuicient Number of Forces, went to the Relief of his 
Provinces, and came by ſpeedy Marches very near the 
Danes. It was the Opinion of Prince Edmund, and 
ſeveral other great Generals, that it was better to harraſs 
the Arniy of their Enemies, by frequent Skirmiſhes, and 
inventiiig Statage:a, :o get them into a more mountain- 
ous and rocky part of the Country, than to come to a de- 
ciſive Action ;but Ethelred wou d not liften to this Advice, 
and the two Armies being ſoon after in fight of each 
other, and equally animated by a Deſire of Victory and 
Revenge, met with the utmoſt Fury; and tho' England 
had frequently ſeen the Earth dy'd with the Blood "' 2 
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tle fought than this. The Victory was a long time 
doubtful ; bur on the cloſe of the day, in ſpite of the. 
Valour of the Father and Son, the Danes were Maſters 
of the Field; and all that Ethelred cou'd do after this 
Misfortune, was to garriſon ſome of his ſtrongeſt Places, 
and to return to London with Precipitation. „ 
| THIS unfortunate Monarch, ſtruck to the Heart 
with this laſt Defeat, purſued by the Image of Ethelgive, 
WH hoſe Life and Death was always preſent to his Memo- 
, and quite preſs'd down with Remorſe and Grief,was 
eeixed ar his Return, with a violent Fever, of which he 
died, in the Capitol of his Kingdom, towards the End 
of the Year 1016, without ſettling the Order of Succef- 
ſion. He had two Sons by Queen Emma, Alred and 
: | Bawaraz 


her braveſt Men, yet never was there a more cruel Bat- 


(70) 
Edward; but their Youth, and the Confuſion of the 
Times, ,wou'd not permit her to attempt any thing in 
favour of their Pretenſions to the Crown So that the 
Eſteem ſhe had for Prince Edmund, and the Knowledge 
ſhe had, how perfectly worthy he was to be a King, made 
hergladly aſſent to the Voice of the whole People, that 
hne ſhould reign : and he was accordingly proclaimed, 
and, ſoon after crown'd in the Abbey of Weſtminſter, with 
the uſual Ceremonies, and more than ordinary Accla- 
mations. 00 Fr 5 
TH Is young Monarch was no ſooner ſeated on the 
Throne, than he re-eſtabliſhed his Army, and called the 
beautiful Algit ha, and his two Children to Court. The 
Arrival of this Princeſs, made rhe publick Calami- 
ty a while forgot. The whole Court were charmed 
with her Perſon and Behaviour; and, throughout the 
Kingdom, the Name of Algitha was never. mentioned 
without Admiration. Queen Emma was linked with 
her in the moſt tender Amity; and the King, who 
was beſt acquainted with her Merit, and the great 
Knowledge ſhe had in the moſt intricate Points of Poli- 
cy, always conſulted her in any Affair of Importance: 
taking her Advice, above all others, in every thing that 
concerned the State, either foreign, or domeſtick, and 
never had any occaſion to repent him of his Confi- 
dence. | 3 Y 

T HE Danes, however, made their beſt uſe of their 
late Victory, and advanced, with all poſſible Speed, to- 
wards London. This capital City of the Kingdom, fur- 
niſhed the new Monarch with very conſiderable Sums, 
with which he ſoon put himſelf into a very good Poſture 
of Defence; but avoiding the Miſtake of Ethelred, he 
forbore giving them any ſer Battle, for the ſpace of i 
whole Year, by a continual Movement of his Forces, 
drawing them from place to place, and deſtroying Fo- 
rage, and all Manner of Proviſions, wherever they mult 
pals; till they were fo haraſs'd and fatigu'd, that they 
muſt, per force, have quitted the Kingdom entirely, 
had it not been written in the Book of Fate, that the 
Children of Ethelgive ſhould, like their un happy Mo- 
ther, enjoy Felicity but for a ſhort Duration. 
| 55 „ | WHILE 


06 | > 
WHILE the Ergli Army was employed in theſe . 
military Traverſes againſt Canute, Queen Emma ſeemed 
buried in ſo profound a ſadneſs, that the King was 
ſtrangely ſurprized-at i - He thought, at firſt, that the 
Death of Ethelred had been the Cauſe; but, as he was 
not ignorant, that ſhe never had any great Laſhon for 
him, and that it was to her Duty and her Virtu- alone, 
the Regularity of her Conduct had been owing ; he was 
aſtoniſhed, that the Deference he paid her, the Reſpect 
he cauſed her to be treated with, and the ſtrict Friend- 
ſhip between her and Alzitha, ſhould give no Truce to 
a Grief, it ſeemed, to him, ſhe had ſo little Occaſion 
for. But, as Women frequently make no ſcruple of re- 
yealing to each other, what they hide with the utmoſt. 
Caution from thoſe of the other Sex, he flattered him- 
ſelf, the Queen, his Wife, might unfold the Myſtery 
of a Melancholy, ſo allarming to him and the whole 
Court. To this end, he omitted nothing that might in- 
duce her to betray the Secret, he imagined, was repoſed 
in her; but, ſo far from anſwering his Expectations, ſhe 


*: Waſſured him, the was no leſs amazed than he had been, 
at and that ſhe had made many Efforts to penetrate into 
" the Source of the Queen's Diſquiets, but never cou'd.be 


able to do it. She told him alſo, that ſhe had frequent- 
ly ſcen Tears guſh from her Eyes, and Sighs iſſue from 
her Breaſt, with ſuch Rapidity, as teſtified the Force 
vith which they burſt thro” all Reſtraint, and had a 
Source too Weighty for Redreſs. She added, that ſhe 
ad often preſs d her to disburden, aſſuring her of an e- 
ernal Secrecy, but had never obtain'd any Anſwers from 
er, but ſuch as bore nor the leaſt Reſemblance of Truth, 
ind ſerved to convince her the more, that what ſhe la- 
doure:} under, was not only irremediable, but alſo im- 


*0-Wproper to be diſcovered. | : | 
ut THIS Diſcourſe of Algitha determined Edmund in 
be, Wis Reſolution, of finding out the Motives of the 
xl Queen's Complaint : the Obligations he had to her,had. 
t 


de him always regard ner as his Mother; and he 

houghr it a Blemiſh to his Honour, that ſhe ſhould 

ave any Cauſe of Diſcontent, in a Place where he was 

laſter. Full of this Idea, he baniſhed all thoſe Scru- 

les from his Breaſt, which had hitherto Kept him from 
ö . talking 
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not the Noiſe the King made in entering. 
EDMUND loked on her for ſome Moments, without 


Family and Kingdom — a Prince, whoſe great 
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talking to her in ſuch a manner, as ſhamld not leave 
her the Power of refuſing what he ask'd, and went di. 
realy to her Apartment. The perfect Freedom that 
reigned among the Royal kung aboliſhed all thoſe 
Ceremonies which are ſo much uſed by the Great; 
they frequently ran into each other's moſt privateCham. if 
bers, three or four times a-day ; and it was owing to: 
this good Intelligence among them, that King Edmund Ml 1 
came into the Cloſet of the fair Dowager, without her Ml $ 
being the leaſt appriſed of his Viſit. She was alone, Ml 
1 
n 


ſitting in an eaſy Chair, leaning her Elbow on a Table, 
and her Head on one Hand, with a Handkerchief in it, 


while with the other ſhe held a little Picture, which G 


ſhe contemplated with ſuch Attention, that ſhe heard Ii of 


ſpeaking ; but, advancing his Head to look on the 
Picture, was ſeized with a mingled Vexation, and Af: 
toniſhment, to find it was that of his moſt mortal Ene- 
my, Canute King of Denmark. He could not now re- 
ſtrain himſelf from ſending forth a loud Cry, which 
raiſed Emma from her Reſvery, and making her { 


wha was the Witneſs of her Speculations, gave ſo cruel thi 
a a Shock to the Modeſty of her Soul, that, giving F 
great Shriek, ſhe dropt the Picture, and, at the ſam to 
time, a Torrent of Tears poured down her Cheeks. Thy at | 
King was extremely touched, to ſee her in this State ply! 
but willing to aſſure himſelf of what he but too truſ fom 
conjectured, he took up the Picture, and laying it neu over 
her on the Table, I ask your Pardon, Madam, ſaid hei theſ 
for having been the Cauſe of ſo violent a Tumult in y A 
Mind; I was ſurpriſed, J muſt confeſs, at the Sightq Han, 
this Picture it brings to my Imagination, tho Lask 
* dreadful Objects, which not all the Reſpect I han Expe 
for you, can ever make me forget Il ſee there t of th 
Features of a Prince, who has twice made deſolate ni that 


Pleaſure is the Blood of my People —— a Prince wi 

vanquiſhed and dethron'd my Father, who endeayou 

to rend from me the Empire, with my Life; and, ca 

tinued he, who, in ſpite of the Injuries he has do 

us, and ſtill wou'd do, has found the way to your He: 
p 


# 


99). 
to males you burn in ſecret for him, aud to en- 
gage your N and good Wiſhes, while 1 am en- 
deavouring to ſacrifice him to my People, to my Glory, 
and to the Manes of my Father, | 

S EE, Madam! added he, after a Pauſe, to what a 
dreadful Situation you have reduced the unhappy Ed- 
mund; you have done for me every 3 of a 
Mother; I have obeyed, honoured, and loved you as a 
Son; but, if I. now follow inviolably the Laws fo 
dear a Name exatts from me, I muſt renounce my 
Throne, my Fame, and Life, into the Hands of my 
moſt cruel Foe; and, if I liſten, as I ought, to my 


2 to what is owing to my Birth, and the Revenge 


of a dead Father, to the Preſervation of a whole King- 
dom, and my proper Right, in purſuing Canute, with 
the Inveteracy he merits from me, in attacking his 
Life, I attack yours alſo, and, in piercing his Heart, 
give yours a mortal Wound Every Victory I ſhall 
gain over him, will be ſo many Crimes againſt you — 
If I diſpute with him, for Life and Dominion, I be- 
come ungrateful to you; and if J yield to him, I am 
unworthy. of living or of reigning. Oh! Madam, 

HERE the Agitations of his Mind grew too violent, 
to ſuffer him to -proceed ; and the Queen, who was, 
at leaſt, equally diſturbed, not having the Power of re- 
plying to what he had been ſaying, they remained, for 
ſome time, in a profound Silence. At length, the King, 
overcoming. his Diſorders, [reſumed his Diſcourſe, in 
theſe Terme. 25 ae hr 

AH Madam! cried he, taking hold of both her 
Hands, relieve me from this terrible Dilemma 
Lask not that you ſhould ceaſe to love; I know by 
Experience, how little we are able to get the Maſtery 
of that Paſſion ; but, Oh! for pity, ſay ſomething 
that may help to clear my Underſtanding, quite dimm'd 
and clouded by theſe dreadful Ideas; point me the 
Means to unite my Glory to your Love, and be my Mo- 
ther ſtill. 2 05 i „ 47,0, RR. 

KING Edmund pronounced theſe Words with an 
Action ſo paſhonate, and ſubmiſſive withal, that the 
Queen, who had a little recoyered herſelf, was touched 
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8 
with them in the moſt ſenſible Manner; and, perceiy. 
ing it would be to little purpoſe to go about to diſguiſe 

a Flame, which her Imprudence had made manifeſt, af. 
ter having dried up her Tears, as much as poſlible, Yes, 
my Lord, faid ſhe, you are my Son; my Pity in your 

Infancy, and Admiration of your Virtues in Maturity, 
made me conſider you as ſuch, nor ſhall any thing be 
ever capable of making me leſſen that Aſſection which 
Mothers feel for their own Offspring — whatever 
Sentiments have, of late, unhappily poſſeſs d. me, they 
cannot tranſport me beyond what I owe to you, and to 


myſelf . Think not that I deceive you, or that a 

falſe Wiſdom deceives me -I am guilty and inno- 

cent at the fame time guilty, in not having been 2 
h 


able to — — from a | miſplaced; Tenderneſs; 
and innocent, in keeping it a Secret from the whole WM - 
World, and reſolving to do ſo for ever L acknowledge, WM 
that I love with Paſſion, - yet ſhall not that Love drive f. 
me to commit any thing to merit your Reproaches—— ¶ y 
My Weakneſs has triumphed over my Virtue, in mak - yy 
ing me love Canute; but my Virtue knows how to tri- w. 
umph in its turn, over all that would attack your In- he 
tereſt and your Glory I love Canute, as- King of of 
Denmark, but I deteſt him as the Uſurper of Eugland; N vi 
— and, ſo far from wiſhing him to be a Conqueror, Ml pj: 
I defire nothing more, than to have him driven out of WW ab] 
your Territories——The Fame he has acquired by his 
Victories here, the Laurels with which he is cover d, 
las, perhaps, contributed to the fatal Inclination 1 
have for him—— Follow him, my Lord! purſue him 
to the urmoſt Bounds of your Dominions - Chaz 
him, with Shame, to hide his Head in Denmaræk 
Deprive him of all Hope of any future Invaſion . — 
Do all againſt him, that Intereſt, Honour, Fame, and 
Vengeance can inſpire—— inſtead of being ungrateful 
to me, you will go a great way to reſtore me to my 
Peace, and, in the room of killing, give me better 
anne E245 © 42d VIE ener eee 
TH O' this beautiful Queen really thought as ſhe 
ſpoke, and Edmund knew ſhe had too much Greatneſs 
of Soul, to do any thing unworthy of her, or unkind'to 
him; yet the heavy Melancholy that ſhewed _ 
LEY | ; lle 
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thro' all her Air, and the Tenderneſs which, in ſpite 
of her Efforts, languiſhed in her Eyes, on every Motion 
of the K ing of / Denman, made him eaſily judge how 
dear ſuch Reſolutions muſt goſt her; he lamented her 
Fate, andi his: ownz: in being obliged to treat, as his 
moſt cruel Enemy, the only Man whem this Princeſs 
thought worthy of / her Loye, and whom he ſhould 
— himſelf, had it been any other than Ca- 
en en th itte: zig vs 

H E cou'd not reflect on this Turn of Fate, but as the 
greateſt of his Misfortunes; however, that he might 
not augment the Queen's Grief, he feigned to be con- 
tent with theReſolutions her Virtue had made her take; 
and ſo well knew -how to make the beſt Advantage of 
her Confidence, that, by degrees, he drew from her 
the whole Secret of her unhappy Paſhon, 5 

SHE confeſs'd to him that her Heart had been ſen- 
ſible of the Perfections of Canute, even while Ethelred 
was living: that his Picture falling into her Hands, 
with other Jewels, taken after one of thoſe Battles, in 
which: Eshefred had been victorious, it had betrayed 
= Heart to a ſecret Liking, as it had —— Secret 
of her Liking—— that imagining it no prejudice to her 
Virtue, to look upon a Pidure; ſhe had indulg di the 
Pleaſure of contemplating it, till at laſt ſhe grew un- 
able to take pleaſure in any other Entertainment; but 
that, when ſhe found the Effect it had wrought on her, 
Virtue and Duty got the better of Inelination, and ſhe . 
threw it by with a firm Reſolution, to truſt the Dane 
ger of it no farther; The Death of Ethelred, ſoon after 
leaving her Miſtreſs of herſelf, her former Fires re- 
kindled in her Soul, and having the Curioſity to en- 

quire, if the Mind of Canute correſponded in any mea- 
ſure with his Phyſiognomy, the Anſwers made to her 
on that occaſion ſerved to confirm a Paſſion, which be- 
fore had taken but too deep a Root; and ſhe became 
inſenſibly devoted all to Love She proteſted how- 
erer, with the greateſt Sincerity, that the Reflec- 
tion, how greatly England had ſuffer'd by his Invaſi - 
ons, and the Dangers to which Edmund was continu- 
ally expoſed, thro' his means, gave her moſt terrible 
Inquietudes, and accaſion d the bittereſt Conflicts in 
WV or, IV. MS = hex. 
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her Breaft, between her Friendſhip.” for the one, and 
Paſſion for the other. This, ſaid ſhe, your Majeſty 
may eaſily believe from the Exceſs of Melancholy, in 
which I have been involved; and you may alſo be- 
lieve, added ſhe, that I will rather die than entertain 
the leaſt Thought contraty to what is owing from me 
to the State, to you, and to my own Glorx. 
THIS Recital confirmed Edmund in Sentiments 
which were no way pleaſing to him: he knew by him- 
ſelf, that Love, when oppoſed, becomes but the mere 
violent, and the Conſequences of that which Emma was 
poſſeſſed of, made him tremble: for, tho' he knew ſhe 
was incapable of Treaſon, yet he cou d net hinder him- 
{elf from fearing it wou'd contribute ſome day, to the 
Loſs of the Kingdom. But he let fall nothing before 
her, which cou d give her room to gueſs what Appre- 
henftons they were that troubled him; and having done 
the beft he cou'd to conſole her, and aſſured her of an 
inviolable Secrecy, took his leave; impatient to ac- 
quaint his dear Algitha, and conſult with her on means 
to prevent the Misfortunes, which he thought were 
threatned by the Queen's Paſſion. OE LIND 
THE young Queen was extremely ſurprized at the 
Detail her Husband made to her of this Adventure; 
but as Women, of how great Genius ſoever, .fee not ſo 
far as Men in Matters of Government, ſhe thought the 
King had no reaſon to be ſo much alarmed at à thing 
which, according to her Idea, might prove a very fi- 
vourable Accident, | N 
HOWEVER, bethinking her what was beſt to do, 
and having a very ready Wir, ſhe advifed the King 
to get ſome proper Perſon to inſpire Canute, if poſſible, 
with the ſame Sentiments as Emma, She reminded 
him, that if ſuch a Marriage cou'd be brought about, 
it might fix the Happineſs of both Kingdoms by a laſt 
ing Peace ; and, ſaid ſhe, I can find nothing improbs- 
ble in ſuch a hope: the King of Penmart is young, and 
by conſequence ſuſceptible of Paſſion : Queen Emma is 
no more than twenty-four, and allowed tu be one of 
the moſt beautiful Princeſſes in Europe — there is all 
the appearance in the World, that he will not be in- 
ſenfible of ſo many Charm. the greateſt Difficulty 
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conſiſts in the Choice of one capable of carrying on aa 
Affair of ſo much Importance; one whoſe Fidelity is 

proof againſt all manner of Temptations, and whoſe: - 
Wit and Addreſs know how to conduct it without ſeem- 
ing to be intereſted.in it: When among the Princes of 
your Court, purſued ſhe, you have found one thus qua- 
lify'd, I dare anſwer for the Succeſs of the Deſign. 
But while this is carrying on, I would have your Ma- 
jeſty redouble your Efforts for expelling the Daniſh For- 


Hoſtilities, to the end nothing may be ſuſpected; and 
in caſe our Endeavours ſhou d fail on one ſide, nothing 
ſhou'd be hazarded on the other. | | i 
THIS Counſel appeared ſo good, that the King of 
England heſitated not a moment, if he ſhou'd put it in 
ractice; but it was agreed between them, that Queen 
ma ſhou'd be kept ignorant of the Deſign, left ſhe 
ſhould flatter herſelf with falſe Hopes, and the Conſe- 
uence grow ſtill worſe, Edmund being now determin- 
ns ed, caſt in his Mind by what means he cou'd beſt exe- 
re rute his Project: many Stratagems he invented; but 
nding ſome Impediments to them all, he revealed the 
vhole Affair to Prince Aldric, who, he knew, held K 


e; Norreſpondence with ſeveral great Men about Canute, 
fo nd whoſe Zeal and Friendſhip for him had been mani- 
he WWſted in the time of his Marriage with Algitha, being. 
ng Ne pt a Secret. | 5 


fa - THIS illuſtrious Favourite was charmed above 
eaſure, with the Confidence his Royal Maſter repoſed 
do, WW him; and the more ſo, becauſe he thought it more 
ing Wi. his power than any other Prince about Court to ſerve 
ple, im on this occafion : He had a very great Intimacy 
ded With Count Raoul D'Afting, a young Nobleman of Den- 


ut, re; who, from his Infancy, had been brought up 
aft- With Cnute, and was extremely beloved by him. Dur- 
ba g all theſe Wars between the two Nations, Aldric and 
and Ie had conſtantly wrote to each other; but as they 


th were perfectly faithful to their Sovereigns, nothing 
e of Wilt between them any way prejudicial to their reſpec- 
s all We Countries, their Letters turning for the moſt part 
 in-W Love and Gallantry; and if they were filled up 
ulty Vo. H 2 | vic. 


ces out of your Kingdom, and continue all manner of 
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with News of any kind, it was only who had the Hap. 
pineſs to pleaſe ſuch a Lady, or who had been falſe to 
_ Juch a onꝗ e. | | | | | 
THE King of England had often taken pleaſure in 
reading theſe Letters, and wou'd rally Aldric on his 
Friendſhip for Raoul, calling him the loving Enemy; 
and it ſeemed exceeding probable, that Canute, with 
' whom the Count was no leſs free, than Aldric had the 
Honour of being with King Edmund, alſo read what 
was ſent to his Favourite from England : and it was this 
Suppoſition that gave birth to a Contrivance, which 
Carried with it a greater Promiſe of Succeſs than any 
had before been thought on, 3 
M Lord, faid Alaric, your Majeſty may perceive, 
the Count makes no Secret to me of his Gallantries, 
he is perpetually on the Subject of Love, and writes 
very learnedly on the Pains and Pleaſures of that Paſ- 
fion. In my Anſwers, I have farther entertained hin 
| with the Amours of others than myſelf; and, as I ne- 
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ver have confeſt a Tenderneſs, he imagines me either i * 
more inſenſible, or more diſcreet than himſelf But, 
to which ever of theſe Motives my Silence, on that. 
head, is owing, he tells me, I am equally worthy d 
Reproach ; becauſe, ſays he, not to be ſuſceptible d 
the Power of Beauty, is to be incapable of every thing R 
a Man of Honour ſhould be proud of; and to maintain n 
a Reſerve to him, who freely lays open his Soul to yon, ſt 
is to be ungrateful and unjuſt to the Laws of Friend-W E 
Hip, which demand Secret for Secret, Thus, even 80 
way, he renders me a guilty Perſon. | ol 
NOW, my Lord, continued he, I will take thi re 
Opportunity of putting a falſe Confidence in him, au m 
acknowledging, that there are Charms in Womankind 
worthy of enſlaving me. Send him the Picture « fre 
Queen Emma, as of the Lady who has made a Con in 
vert of me, I ſcarce doubt, but he will ſhew both th De 
and the Letter to the King of Denmark z and, accoii na 
ingly, as the thing ſucceeds, we ſhall know how in 
proceed. Shou'd the Portraiture of that admirabi} St 


Princes make the Impreſſion we wiſh, on the Heart 


aue, it will be eaſy to undeceive Rani; bur if 1 of 
: EE: : | Prin po 


2 79) 
Prince ſhou'd remain inſenſible of her PerfeQions, there 
will be no need to controvert the Error of his Favourite. 
THIS little Plot pleaſed the King ſo well, that he 
deſired no Time might be loſt ; and that nothing might 
his be wanting, he gave him a little Picture of the Queen 
Dowager, which had been drawn by a moſt excellent 
ih Hand, and was her perfect Reſemblance, Aldric thus. 
he furniſhed with the principal Material for his Deſign, 
hat vent immediately about the Execution of it, in the 
his MW fame manner, as he had told the King. | 
ich WHILE Edmund and his Confidante were thus em- 
any ployed, Queen Emma finding herſelf much eaſier, ſince 
the Confeſſion ſhe had made to the King, and that the 
ve, Subject of her Fear was, indeed, that of her Conſola- 
ies. tion, rendered an exact Account of all the Sentiments 
ite: of her Soul to Algitha, thinking it a little unjuſt to de- 
pal. prive her of the Knowledge of a Secret ſhe had impart- 
hin ed to her Husband. . ä 
ne- THIS Mark of Friendſhip from the beautiful Dow- 
ther I 2ger, perſuaded the Queen of the Innocence of her In- 
But, tentions ; and, as ſhe proteſted ſhe wou'd omit nothing 
tha which might aſſiſt her to expel the Idea of Canute, from 
yd her Breaſt, ſhe was not without Hope, that her En- 
ol deavours would ſucceed, She ftrengthened her in this 
nnz Reſolve, by all the Arguments ſhe was able to alledge, 
any mingling with her Remonſtrances, the moſt tender Af- 
you ſurances of the part ſhe took in her Diſquiet. King 
en. Edmund joined his own Efforts, with thoſe of his Wife, 
to alleviate her Melancholy ; and ſhe was too ſenſible 
of the daily Proofs they gave her, of the moſt diſinte- 
reſted Friendſhip, not to endeavour, at leaft, to ſeem 
more chearful in their preſence. 1 
THE Daniſb Count no ſooner received the Pacquet 
from Prince Aldric, than he went to the Tent of Canute, 
in order to open it before him ; this being a Mark of 
Deference, which both the Favourites paid their Mo- 
narchs, to prevent all Suſpicion, that any thing paſſed 
in this Intercourſe of Letters, to the Prejudice of the 
State. | | . 8 | 
SOME Officers of the Army being with the King, 
of Denmark, when Raoul entered, he was obliged to 
poſtpone the Satisfaction of his Curioſity, till their De- 
| | | | parture ; 
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parture; but, as ſoon as they were alone 2 the 
4 | Join with you, that nothing teſtifies a rude un- 


Object ſo enchanting— But tho' the Painter has 


the Original, you would perceive how infinitely Na- 


Eyes, fearing to have made a Rival of the deareſt of 


in examining the beautiful Picture; which, after Raoul 


_ _ created a Rival much more dangerous than himſelf; 


1 


Count haſtily broke the Seal, and found t 
and theſe Words. . 


e Picture, 


Prince ALprIc, to the Count D' As rIx s. 


* poliſh'd Mind, ſo much as to be, inſenſible of 
Beauty; and am ſo much piqued at your believing 
« me capable of it, that I have reſolv'd to break thro? 
all Conſiderations to prove the contrary— Examine 
well the Picture I now ſend you, and judge if it be 
, poſſible to retain an Indifference at the fight of an 


« very much ſhewn his Skill, yet were you to behold 


* ture tranſcends Art——— there are a thouſand inex- 
“ preſſible Graces in the Life, which Sculpture cannot 
« figure out, nor Imagination, without ſeeing them, 
« conceive Do me the favour to let me know 
bow you approve my Choice, when you return the 
« Picture; which, were I not aſſured your Heart was 
already pre poſſeſt, I ſhould not have truſted to your 


my Friends. | 
ALDRIC. 


THE King of Denmark liſtened attentively to the 
Contents of this Letter, while his Eyes were buſy 


had left off reading, he continued to gaze on, with 
ſuch Tokens of Admiration in his Countenance, as 
made that. Favourite judge, that Prince Aldric had 


and, by way of Prevention, to what he look'd upon 


as ſo great a Misfortune to his Friend, he told Canute, MW to 

whom he knew violent in his Nature, and capable of e. 

_ enterprizing any thing for the Gratificarion of his Hu- Wary 

mour, that Prince Aldric was the muſt gay and nd: 
Tieved he 

had 


whimſical Perſon in the World, and that he be 


(8r) 
x bad ſent him the, Picture of ſome Lady, perhaps, of. 
e, Ibis own Family, long ſince dead; or elſe, that it was 
only a Reſemblance of ſomething imprinted in the Pain- 
rs Imagination, rather than the real likeneſs of any. 
R by which he 75 7 to baffle the Ridicule 
he had long made on his Inſenſibility. 5 i 
THE Kipg cou'd not forbear laughing at this Sup- 


n- oſition of the Counts; and after having pauſed a lit- 
of ie, And why, ſaid he, may it not as well be the true 
ns Neſemblance of ſome Charmer in the Exgliſb Court? 
ro Vou know, this Iſland has always been as fa- 


mous for the Beauty of the Women, as for the Valour 
nd Generolity, of the Men —— For my part, I am re- 


an {Wholved to believe, becauſe it pleaſes me to do ſo, that 
das here is a Face in the World, Miſtreſs of the ſame Di- 
1d ine Attractions that this painting promiſes; and if 


ou would deſerve the Confidence I have always _—_ 
n you, inform your ſelf of the Name and Quality of 


not his inchanting unknown: my Heart takes a more than 
m, {Wbrdinary Intereſt in her Fate, and I muſt know the 
ow Ml ruth — Oblige your Friend, therefore, to ſatisfy 
the y Curioſity, and let him know, you never will return 
vas he Picture, till my Demands are fully ſatisfied. | 

our THE Count D*Afting was ſtrangely perplexed how. 
tof o behave in this Affair; he thought it was the utmoſt 


reach of Friendſhip, and not to return Prince Aldrie 
is Picture, without exacting a Price from him, which 


e perhaps, might confider too dear, He communicat- 
d the Cauſe of his Diſquiets to the King, and Jags 
im, not to turn into Gallantry, what might poſſibly 
e an Affair of the greateſt Importance to his Friend; 
ut Canute, who, with many good Qualities, had an 
15 Share of Faults, and who imagined, that to 
e Name of Monarch every thing was permitted, an- 
ered him fiercely, that he was reſolved to keep the 
eace, that the Happineſs of his future Life depended 


the Knowledge of the Original, and that he expect- 


ute, to be gratified by his Means. It was in vain, that 
of ie Count alledged a thouſand arguments to the con- 
Ju- Hary; the impatient King was not to be prevail'd upon: 
and nd all he could obtain - And him, was his leave to ac. 
| he | 7 55 _ quaint 
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_ quaint Prince Aldric with the true Reaſons that his Pie. 


4652 HH To apt oe click %% bt 
RAO D'AsTiInGe, 0 Prince 


e true; to the 8 might ſupport the Loſs of 
your Picture with 


« Majeſty has commanded me to uſe my utmoſt Effort, 


Object of his, and your Admiratioh - Satisf 


breaking thro' the Laws of Friend ip, to fulfil thoſ 


"0 Count, I muſt relinquiſh all the Pleaſure I took 


(682) 


EF 8 
RAOUL was, however, obliged to content himſelf 
with this Condeſcenſion, and imfiiediately wrote ag 
Anſwer to the Prince, in thete c 
: SY 44 LCD 2 S$E TCO hm en 

793. e 23 1 
ALDRIC. - 
5 2 . 4 „ Bin 21 
4, Now wiſh, the Inſenſibility T have ſo often taken 
'the liberty to reproach you with, were really 


P 
- 
© 


lefs Pain; I ſay, the Lofs of it, 
„for I fear it is in hands whence it will not eaſily be 
« recovered. — The ſupreme Authdrity has 
« made a Seizure of it, and teftifcs ſuch an Im pati 
* ence to know the beautiful Original, as convince 
« me, you are not the only Perſon on whom her 


, 


«© Charms have made an Impreſhon' ———-— Hi 


© for the Diſcovery of the Name and Condition of thil 


„ my enquiry, if your Heart will permit you to do fo; 
«& and pardon; the enforced Neceſſity I am under, cl 


« exacted, by a Duty which is ſacred to me 
* RAOUL DPASTING. 


ALDRIC opening this Letter, as the former, ii 
the preſence of his Prince, that Monarch wawextremt 
ly pleaſed at the Succeſs of his Project, and made hin 
write that Moment to the Count, in the following 
Manner, 8 | OY | 


Prince ALvzic, to the Count D' As INC. 


&« CYInce this Affair is become ſo ſerious, my de 


&© in deceiving you: if the Picture your Monarch de 
de tains, were that of the real Object of my _— 
| | ; & ou 


( 


I ſhould not, perhaps, be ſo eaſily prevail'd upon, to 
„. Gicover, her Namie 3 but you will coily belere, f 
« dare entertain no other for her, than that profound 

ſelf N. Rg eſpet and Attachment which is. owing from a 
subject to his Sovereign, when I acquaint you that 
(it is the admirable Emma of Ninn: Queen Dow- 
« ager of England, whoſe Reſemblance I had the Pre- 

WE ſumption to fend yon: but, as one ought never to 
make Perſons. of her Rank the Subjects of our Di- 


* verſion, I beſeech you, that ours may end here, and 


ken this Adventure remain a Secret. 


> oh 55 ws. 

75 11 „ Arn 
be KING Edunund doubted not, but this Letter would 
hu e the Effect it was intended for, on the Heart of 
Pall ute, and was flattering himſelf with moſt pleaſing 


xpeCtations, that this long and dreadful War might 
nd, at laſt; in Harmony and Love, when he was at- 


Höck d by a moſt terrible Indiſpoſition, occaſioned, as 
Orth me ſay, by the Fatigues he had ſuſtained in the 
thi ield . but according to others, by the Malice and 
rich BW reachery of Edric Streon, Duke, of Mercia, and Son- 
bY | law to Ethelred. It is certain, that he had ſecretly 


ſſiſted the Danes, in the firſt. Deſcent they made in 
gland, and had, ever ſince, betrayed the Councils, 
th of Ethelred and Edmund; but whether, he contri- 
ted to the, Fate of the latter, I will not pretend to 
termine, neither is it of any conſequence to the pre- 
Wat Hiſtory : fo. I ſhall only ſay, that the Symptoms 
W this Diſeaſe ſooner 1 on the King, 
| licians, to be paſt hope 

Life. 1 a 135 2 
TH E ſecond Day of his Sickneſs, which was the 
urth before his Death, he ſent for the Earl. of Kent, 
s Prime | Miniſter, and, in the preſence of Queen 
mma, Algitha,, and his Privy-Council, gave him ne- 
ſary Inſtructions for carrying on the War, againft 
Danes, that as little as poſſible might be left to 
Jlance; and afterwards, deſiring all to withdraw, but 
e two N who were overwhelm'd in Tears, 
die, Madam, ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf ra 9 
20 an 


an he was judged by his Phy 
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and no more remains for me, than the Hope yon 


ſaid he, to Algitha, remember you are a Mother, s 


thoſe who will have need of you — Preſerve your ſelf 
for thoſe ſweet Pledges of our mutual Affection 


Words were too mean, to expreſs a' Sorrow ſuch: 


could put in ee, and if ſhe teſtified any thing 


(84) | 
and at a Time when my Life wou'd be more ufeful than 
ever, to Perſons who are moſt dear to me: Heaven will 
not permit me to ſee the Execution of my Deſigns ; 


will prote& always, and even againſt Canute him- 
ſelf, the precious Relicks I put into your Hand, 
*Tis this unhappy Princeſs, continued he, embracin 
Algitba, and my two Children; in ſpite of the Pre. 
cautions I have taken, and rhe Orders you juſt noy 
heard me give, I foreſee the Deſtiny of Pnglayy; 
TORS Your Charms, fair Dowager, may ſoftc 
our Enemy; but that Love which, perhaps will 
lige him to reſpect my Brothers, becauſe they ar 
your Sons, will not have the ſame Regard for min, 
—Porſake them not, Madam, but vouchſafe to n. 
ay the Children that inviolable Attachment you har: 
Land from the Father. And you, my dear Prince, 


— 


well as a Wife, and let not Grief, for an irremmedia. 
ble Misfortune, render you unable to be ſerviceable t 


TI know how hard the Separation is I judge your 
Agonies by my own; and that which now make 
Death terrible to me, will, I fear, render Life inſup 
portable to you | However, my dear Af. 
tha, we muſt both endeavour to triumph over thi 
Weakneſs I muſt ſummon all my Stock of Cor: 
rage, to enable me to leave you as'T ought, and youll 
to defend our young innocents from the Fury of ou 
Enemies — Heaven commands you to. do ſo, addel 
he again, ſnatching her to his Arms; and I conjur 
you to do it, by all that perfect Love, that ardent Ten 
derneſs, by which we have been uniteeec. 

IT was in vain the deſolate Algitba made man 
Endeavours to reply to this melancholy Diſcourſe 


bers 3 Tears and Sighs were the only Language' ſh 


like a Promiſe to do as he defired, it was only by t 
Force of her Embraces. Queen Enma ſeemed in 
| 2 Conditio 


(8s) 


ondition not leſs | pitiful ; eyery one of theſe noble 
Perſons ſtood in the utmoſt need of Conſolation, yet 
.mployed all the Faculties Grief had left them, to con- 


han 


will 


ons; ole each other. The four laſt Days of his Life were 
Ju WY affed in this Employment; but the Violence, of his 
im- WP temper, at laft, triumphing over his natural Strength, 
nd. Mund the Greatneſs of his Courage, he reſigned his Soul, 
pus a deep Sigh, on the Boſom of his beloved Algitba. 


THUS Ezgland loft the moſt amiable Prince it ever 
had; a Prince who poſſeſſed all the Beauties of his 
ſother, and the Virtues of his Father, without any of 
his Faults; Nature had aſſembled in him, all thoſe 


now 
and: 
often 


Il > great Qualities which, fingly, make other Men paſs 
Jae Wir Heroes: he was beloved by his Courtiers, adored 
on his People, feared by his Enemies, and reſpected by 


he one and the other. | 

IF it be true, that our Affliftions are ſoftened by 
ke Intereſt we ſee others take in them, thoſe of the 
wo Royal and unhappy Dowagers muſt have received 
great Conſolation, by the public Sorrow. There was 2 
general Mourning throughout all the Kingdom, a Mourn- 
ng of the Heart, as well as Habit: they looked nor fad, 
pr wore Black, becauſe it was their Duty to do ſo, hut 
decauſe their Love and Eſteem for the dead Monarch 
ould not ſuffer them to do otherwiſe; and in their 
dighs and unfeigned Melancholy, might be read, a bet- 
er Panegyrick on his Virtues, than in the moſt eloquent 

f OTST YO | : 
THERE was fcarce a Subject who, in loſing this 
dmirable Prince, did not imagine he had loſt a Father, 


have 
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lisfortune was lamented as a particular one, by every 
articular Member of the Commonwealth : nothing 
as to be ſeen but Tears, nothing to be heard but 
roans. The preſent Situation of the State, rendered 
he Calamity yet more dreadful ; and Hope, which, 
hey ſay, is the laft Paſſion that forſakes the Mind, had 
ow no longer any Reſidence among the Engliſh, 


man! 
ourſe 
uch! 


re ht 


hin THE Earl of Kent, Prime Miniſter to _ Ed- 
x. nund, was the only Perſon among the Subjects, to 
4 in whoſe Intereſt his Death ſeemed propitious. The King 


f Denmark no ſooner heard the Loſs England had ſuſ- 
Ver, IV, 8 „%%%%—ͤ; 11. 


# 


ad iti 


protector, a Benefactor, and a Friend. The publick 


„ 
ſtained, than he began to attempt the Fidelity of this 
Miniſter, by very advantageous Offers: and as, ſince 
the laſt Letter of Prince Aldric to the Count D Aſting, 
he had joined to his immeaſurable Ambition, an equal 
Paſſion 5 Queen Emma, he ſpared neither Prayers nor 
Promiſes, to oblige the Earl to facilitate his Conqueſt 
—. ͤ . 1. ir 

THE Earl, in whoſe Soul Avarice was the reigning 
Paſſion, e his Preſents, and liſtened to the Pro- 
poſals made him on this ſcore ; and, at length, being 
wholly won over to his Party, he amuſed the two 
Queens, and the whole Council, by various Pretexts, 
while Canute arrived, without obſtacle, even to that 
Port of the Kingdom; which was neareſt the Capital, 

ON the firſt News of his Appraach, Queen Alzitha Ml | 
no longer doubting but they were betrayed, retired, with 
her Family, to S:ckfort, having firſt adviſed Emma to ! 
ſend the two Sons ſhe. had by Ezhelred, into. ſome Place : 
of Safety; but carefully concealed all ſhe knew of the 
Paſſion Canute had for: her, fearing: it might make her » 
depend too much .on the power of her Charms, and e 
neglect the Means of preſerving thoſe precious Remains 
of the Royal Family: on the contrary, ſhe deſcribed ve 
that Prince as cruel and ambitious, and one, who, MW 'o 
. Whereever he overcame, would act rather as a Tyrant, . 
than a generous Conqueror, 1 

WHAT r 2 ſoever this Princeſs had in i « ( 
favour of the Royal. Dane, as ſhe was entirely ignorant i 
of his Sentiments, ſhe thought it beſt ro take the Coun- En 
ſel of Algitha, in caſe their Forces ſhould: not be able to ¶ but 
repulſe the Enemy ; which Hope, ſhe, at firſt, flattered 
herſelf and People with, but a little time ſhewed her I mot 
the Vanity of it. She was informed of the ſecret Cor- had 
„ fer the Earl held with him; and, as that Mi- her 
niſfer had every thing at home in his power, ſhe no 
longer heſitated in what manner to behave ; and, have {Was 
ing diſguiſed the Princes, her Sons, put them into the 
Hands of Servants ſhe could truſt, who travelled with 
them thro' by and unſuſpected Roads, till they got to a 
Ship, which carried them ſafe to Normandy, where Duke 
Richard received them with the ſame Generofity he had 
before Men ed to King Ethelred their Father, 
3 | _ WHILE 


Ws 77 
WHILE. this. was doing, the 
entirely won over to the Danes, no longer made a Shew 


of Obedience to the Remains of Ethelred and Edmund; 


but having all things in London in his power, as Edric 


Streon had in the North of England, they jointly ſub - 


mitted the whole Kingdom to Canute ; for which Trea- 


ſon they were both preferred to the greateſt Employ- 


ments under him, and the Earl of Kent married a natu- 
ral Daughter of that Monarch's, called Thiera, Siſter to 
Prince Harold. | | | 
MANY of the great Lords, who, in their Hearts, 
were well affected to the Royal Family, yet perceiving 
there was no longer Hope of eſtabliſhing them on the 
Throne, went with the Torrent, and ſeemed to ap- 
rove what it was in vain for them to oppoſe. | 
ORDERS being iſſued out for the States of the 
Kingdom to arable. . Canute was acknowledged 
them as lawful King of England; after which, he made 
a magnificent Entry into the Capital, and was crowned. 
with the ſame Ceremonies, as if the Crown had deſ- 
cended to him from his Anceſtors, 1 
THE Triumph of his Inſtallation was no ſooner o- 
ver, than he began to think of that which touched his 
ſofter Inclinations; in ſpite of his Ambition, and natu- 
dal Fierceneſs, the Charms of Queen Emma hung about 


his Heart, and made him look upon himſelf as but halt 


a Conqueror, till he had ſubdued her. | 

THIS Princeſs had quitted the Palace, before the 
Entry of the new King, and retired to a Houſe ſhe had 
built during the Life of Ethelred; the Diſorders of the 
State, and thoſe of her own Mind, involved her in the 
moſt heavy Melancholy; the Confuſion of the Times 
had not diminiſhed her Paſſion, 'and ſhe. reproached 
herſelf inceſſantly, for loving a Prince, whom ſhe ought 
to have regarded as the moſt cruel of her Enemies. She 
was irreſolute, whether ſhe. ſhould go into Normanay, 
or wait in Exgland, to endeavour to form a Party, in. 
favour of her Sons, in caſe any favourable Accident 

ould happen, to make the People, who are always 
fond of Novelty, deſirous of recalling them; when 
anute ſent to deſire Leave to viſit her. Such a Meſſage : 
raifed a Tumult in her Breaſt, which it is not very ealy 
Vor, IV. 4 | to 
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(88) 
xd expreſs ; and ſhe had not time to eompoſe herſelſ 
enough for a Reply, before ſhe ſaw that Monarch en- 
ter, followed by the principal Lords of his Court, both 
Danes and Englißb. But the Pomp with which he was invi. 
ron'd, attracted not the Eyes of this fair Queen; it 
was his Perſon alone, that ſeem'd worthy her Regard, 
Nor was the Paſſion ſhe was poſſeſs'd of for him, the 
only Advantage he had ; for he was truly a graceful 
Prince, well made, had an Infinity of Wit, and Fir: 
in his Eyes; and, tho' he was exceeding affable, had 
à certain Air of Grandeur, which accompanied all his 
Words and Actions. | 
THESE exterior Perfections finiſhed the Conqueſ | 
of this Princeſs, and if ſhe loved before, ſhe now ador. WF; 
ed; but, how deep ſoever was the Impreſſion ſhe te- 
_ ceived, her Beauty made no leſs on the tranſportel > 
Monarch; and as the Flame they both confeſs'd, hal b; 
been inſpired only by lifeleſs Paintings, which, at belt, in 
could be but the Shadows of their real Graces, to be- 
hold all that had enſlaved them, accompanied by the g 
Charms of Speech and Motion, now faſten'd the Chain, . 
beyond the power of human Art to looſe. . 
BUT as it is not the Hiſtory of their Amours, I an 5 
about to recite, nor that any remarkable Incidents hay-W 
pened in the Courſe of their Courtſhip, I ſhall content WE. X 
myſelf with telling you, that only reciprocal Compli- WW.” 
ments were the Subject of this Converſation ; and that, Mine 
on the next Day, he ſent the Earl of Kent to wait upon. 
the Queen, with ſeveral magnificent Preſents from him, 
and to entreat ſhe would return to her Apartment in 
the Palace, where, he aſſured her, ſhe ſhould find the 
ſame Homage, and reſpectful Treatment, as when he 
Husband Ethelred was living, and King of England. 
BUT Emma, who had the utmoſt Deteſtation for 
the Earl, om account of his Treaſons, would receive 
nothing from his Hands, nor return any Anſwer to the 
Offers the King made her, through him: ſo that ht 
was obliged to quit her, very ill ſatisfied, that he hat 
not been able to obtain Forgiveneſs from ' a Prince, 
who had been, and he eaſily ſaw wou'd be again bi. 


Sovereign. He was no ſooner gone, than the Queen, 


(39) 


| MB :ofible- of the Confideration Canute had teſtified for 
If her, went to Court, and thanked him, in Perſon, for 
n- the Favours he had offered. This ſecond Interview in- 
ch creaſed the mutual Admiration they had of each other; 
and the King, who was naturally impatient, reſolved 
it Wl not to delay giving her an Explanation of his Defires : 


ful Propoſals to her thro' his Mouth, but entreated ſhe 


is i vas the moſt proper Ambaſſador. 

THE Queen, who, by this time, was a pretty good 
el Judge what paſſed in the Hearr of this enamour'd 
Prince, debated a little within herſelf, if ſhe ſhould 
© grant what he defired ; but Love foon got the better 


nad him; and flattering herſelf, that it was more for the 
ell, WM intereſt of her Children, than to gratify her own Incli- 
be- nations, that influenced her to conſent to this Meeting, 
the ne ſuffered herſelf to yield to his Arguments, and an 
aim, Hour was ſet apart for it, — 

THE Time, perhaps, by both Parties equally wiſh'd 
"WM for, being arrived, Canute went to her Apartment; their 
ab Converfarion was private, no Perſon on either {ide be- 
cen Wing permitted to enter the Room where they were; but 


Pl Mrhere appeared ſuch an Air of Contentment on both 
their Faces, after it, that thoſe who ſaw them, beliey- 
1000 gel the King had made ſome Propoſals, which ſhe had 
nim, received without diſdain, Tis poſſible, ſome there 
were who gueſſed at the Truth; but none were igno- 
rant of it any longer than the next Day, when Canute 
gave Orders, that every thing ſhould be prepared for 


ouncil, ſpoke to them to this effect: | 
MY Lords, faid he, Tam about to give you a Queen 


- | flatter myſelf, your Approbation will go hand in hand 
* "th my Defires, ſince the Princeſs 1 have made 
0 hoice of, is one whom you are accuſtomed" to bey 


believe, continued he, I need ſay no more, to make 
ou know it is the incomparable Emma, of Normandy, 
fo ager of King Frbefred. 

Vo I., IV. T3: THIS 
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d. I but, perceiving the little Ear ſhe was willing to give to 
any thing the Earl of kent ſhould ſay, would make no 


1e BY ould allow him a particular Audience, having, as he 
told her, a Buſineſs ro communicate, in which himſelf 


ted WY of chat ſerupulous Modefty, which would have refuſed 
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the Ceremony of their Marriage; and ſummening his 
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(90) | 
IH Is Speech was anſwered by a 22 Applauſe; 
a 


and, in a few days after, the Nuptials were celebrat- 
ed, in the Chapel of . the Palace Royal, the Archbi- 


ſhop of Tork having the Honour to join their Hands, 


NOTHING was now to be ſeen in the Engl 
Court, but Feaſting, Dancing, Tilts, Tournaments, 
and all imaginable Demonſtrations of Joy, which laſt. 


ed for fix Weeks: in which Time, Canute having dif- 
Covered to his Queen by what means he came to ſec 
her Picture, ſhe doubted not, if ſhe had owed her good 
Fortune to the Contrivance of King Edmund, and that 


he had ſecretly endeavoured to bring about this Union. 
The Truth of this Imagination being afterward confirm - 
ed to her by Prince Aldric, brought freſh into her Mind, 
the Virtues of that great King, and the Obligations 
the had to his Friendſhip ; and ſhe thought ſhe could 
not better teſtify her Gratitude, than by ſharing her 
Happineſs with his illuſtrious Widow. TIS 

SHE wrote a Letter full of Tenderneſs to Algitha, 
conjuring her to come to Court, where ſhe aſſured her, 
ſhe ſhould meet with the ſame Reſpect as herſelf, and 
to engage her to do ſo, ſhe inſinuated, that this Proof 
of Complaiſance to her, would be the means to bind 
Canute to the Intereſt of her Sons ; and proteſting, that 
The would uſe her utmoſt Power with that Monarch, 


to oblige him to treat the young Princes as became theic 


Aan. 

BUT the prudent Algitba, who knew the Diſpoſi- 
tion of Canute, much better than did the Queen his 
Spouſe, and had Reaſon to dread the Safety of her 


Sons, if in his power, returned her Thanks for this Ci. 


vility ; but excuſed herſelf from accepting it, by urg- 
ing, that nothing, either the new King or Perlelf cou d 
beſtow, would be able to compenſate for the lively 
Grief ſhe muſt be overwhelm'd in, at the ſight of Ob- 
jects which could only ſerve to remind her of her paſt 
Felicities, and preſent ſad Reverſe —— that it would 
be impoſſible for her to live in a Court, where ever} 
thing was ſubmitted to the Laws of a Stranger, wh 
filled the Throne of her Husband, and where her Sons, 
born to Monarchy, muſt be look'd upon as private 

ff Perſons; 
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. WW Perſons ; and concluded with wiſhing, ſhe might long 2 
8 enjoy the Happineſs ſhe ſo juſtly merited. . | 


2 
„ 
n 3 
— — ** * 


bs QUEEN Emma, who believed the true Motive for 
her Refuſal was her Apprehenſions of the Fate of her 
> I Sons, and began, alſo, more and more, to ſee into the 
„ Humour of the King, forbore preſſing her _ farther, 
but begged, they might always hold a Correſpondence 
— by Letters; which the other conſented to, with the 
e greareſt Satisfaction. And there paſſed between theſe 
d two beautiful Princeſſes, a great Number of Letters, 
it worthy of the Hands who wrote them, and which, had 
n. they been tranſmitted to Poſterity, might have been 
n- Wl glorious Excitements to Virtue, for ſucceeding Ages. 
d, ENGLAND was now in perfect Tranquility; the 
ns People pleaſed, above meaſure, that Canute had ſeated 
d Emma with him on the Throne, ſubmitted chearfully 
er to his Government: all the Forts, and Places of Im- 
ortance, were garriſon'd with his Forces, except that 
, of Sickfort, and ſome other ſmaller Caſtles in the Poſ- 
er, ſeſſion of Algitha, which he had that Conſideration for 
nd her not to demand the Poſſeſſion of, and which ſhe 
dor had aſſured him, ſhould never be withheld to his pre- 
nd judice. | 5 
hat | CANUTE was now the moft formidable of all the 
ch, MW Princes of Europe; he was poſſeſs'd of England, Den- 
cic mare, and Narway ; he had a great Army at Land, and 
no leſs powerful a Navy at Sea. Add to this, he was 
oi. WM Maſter of immenſe Treaſures, which are the Sinews of 
his MW War; was very vigorous, and in the Prime of his Years. 
her MW With all theſe Advantages, he fancied it eaſy for him 
Ci- bo ſettle the Monarchy of theſe three Kingdoms, in a 
g · ¶ perpetual Succeſſion, on his Poſterity. He ſaw no Ob- 
ud tacles to this great Deſign, but the Life of the young 
ly WW Princes, Sons to Emma and Algitha ; and, as often as 
Jb- he reflected there were ſuch Perſons in the World, it 
vali MW give him a Regret, which had, perhaps, been fatal to 
uid tiioſe Royal Youths, could he have found convenient 
ery means to compaſs his Intent. He communicated his 
vio Sentiments to the Earl of Kent, a Man no leſs ambitious 
ons and cruel than himſelf, and who, by being Son-in-law 
vate to Ethelred, and Brother, by Marriage, to the en 
5 = | King, 


1 
— 
n 


—_ 
: i 
* * p . * 
N 
122 * 


. r c 
e EIS + * pot * 
— 


« 8 2 4 2 — 

— Ara 2 : — — 2 
Ine on Warr << n 8 
wag 8 A L C 


1 3 Ears. 


r 


3 
<> 
7 


＋ 7 oo e 
. Pa a SEES AS _ 1 * LS 7 96> 
ö . 
"Rs — 5 3 * 
7 r een wo 


ae Rn — Nu 
» #* -" "IE 4 


— 
Ws 


r 
1 


* 


If. 
4-2 
1 
04 
be 
2 
Ts 
'B 
1 9 


— 


Sr nn reins 
r 


N * 
— — 230 


* ** . $2 y . 
n. — 


« ——— 
rere 


—— <B Aer. HR NS — — 
- + Is me 2 4 Sag”, * — 2 
e eee eee eee. 5 


n f 
- rr 


» a ny 
— — ewe. 


— * 


„5 
King, was not witkout Hopes of being, one Day, able 
to mount the Throne himſelf, if once theſe Princes were 
removed ; Canute having as yet, no legitimate Offspring. 
In this View, he heſitated not to adviſe the King to 
make away with all the Princes of the Blood Royal, 
and to begin with the Sons of King Edmund, and Prince 
Edwin, ſecond Son to King Ethelred, by his firſt Wife 
Ethelgive ; who, being now grown to Maturity, lived 
at Court, and to whom the Policy of Canute allowed a 
Penſion ſufficient to maintain him, according to the 
Grandeur of his Birth. | | 
THIS Counſel was too obliging to the ſecret Wiſhes 
of the King, not to have it followed, provided there 
could be a Poſſibility of it. The Fate of Edzvin was 
eaſy to be brought about, but that of the two young 
Princes, Sons to Edmund, ſeemed much more. difficult: 
Algitha had them continually under her own Eye, in 
the Caſtle of Sickfort; and ſhould they go about to take 
them from her by force, the whole Nation would riſe 
in their Defence : it could only, therefore, be by Stra- 
ragem, that theſe illuſtrious Victims could be got into 
their power. | | | 
TO that end, the King omitted nothing which he 
thought might prevail on Algitha, to bring her Family 
to Court, and to hold the Rank there, which was her 
due, as Dowager to the late Monarch. He flattered 
her Ambition with the moſt magnificent Offers; and, 
to give his Promiſes the Air of Reality, accompanied 
all the Letters he wrote to her, with Preſents of the 
. greateſt Value. ES . 
BUT this careful Mother ſuffered not herſelf to be 
dazzled by this ſpecious Shew of Friendſhip and Re- 
ſpect; and to return his Diſſimulation in kind, would 
not abſolutely refuſe, or ſeem ungrateful to his Offers, 
but made ſuch artful Pretences for remaining at Sick 
fort, that, without giving him Reaſon to imagine ſhe 
apprehended any Nanger, either for herſelf or Sons, left 
Him no room to preſs her farther. | | 
CAN E finding there was no Hope of Succeſs this 
way, grew extremely diſcontented at it ; but his Con- 
_ Adant, the perfidious Earl, found means to diſſipate 
his Vexation ; he had an Intimacy with the Governc: 
| | ef 


LE (93) 
of the young Princes, and, for a great Sum of Money, 
worked on him to betray his Charge into the Hands of 
the King, by this means. | 
ALoIT HA, whoſe martial Humour had been nei- 
ther ſoftened hy the Delicacies of the Court, nor chil- 
led by the Diſappointments and Sorrows ſhe had ſuſ- 
rained, gave ſometimes a Truce to her Grief, by the 


Diverſion of Hunting: but the two Princes, being 5 
e 


too young to accompany her in that Recreation, we 
always left at home, under the Care of their Governor; 
and it was in one of thoſe Times, that this Betrayer of 
his Truſt had promiſed to deliver them up; and having 
ſent notice of it to the Earl, a Chariot was prepared 
with thirty Gentlemen well armed and mounted to at- 
tend it, and theſe all placed in Ambuſcade, in a Wood, 
behind the Park of Sichfort. 


EVER Y thing being thus in readineſs, for the ac- 


compliſhment of their Deſign ; and the Princeſs bein 
gone out with a mp number of the neighbouring No- 
bility, who uſua 

the Governor led the Princes into the Park, under the 
Pretence of taking the Air, and, having opened the 
Gate toward the Wood, made a Signal; on which the 
Vorſemen advanced, and forced the Princes to mount 
ento the Chariot, in ſpite of the Cries and Oppoſition 
of a Man of their Train, called Delmack ; who, 'not 
doubting but there was ſome treaſonable Intent in hand, 
did his urmoſt to hinder the Princes from going into the 
Chariot ; but the wicked Governor rewarding his Fi- 
delity with a Stab, and, believing him dead, made the 
Chariot drive away, with the extreameſt Swifrneſs. _ 
IN the mean time, the Officers belonging to the 
Princes, who had orders never to quit them, being told 
they were in the Park, went haſtily after them, and 
being come to the Gate that led to the Wood, were ter- 
ribly alarmed to find it wide open, and Delmack bleed- 
ing on the Graſs; that faithful Servant, expiring as he 
was, lifted up his Eyes at their approach, and forced 
himſelf to cry out, Run to the aſſiſtance of the Princes, 
whom their perfidious Governour has borne forcibly 
aWay—— This was all he could deliver; and _ vio- 
i f | eACC 


ly accompanied her in this Diverſion, 
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(94) — 
lence he did himſelf, in uttering theſe few Words, per- Wer 
haps, haſtned his Death ſome Moments. . 

j THE Officers, on hearing this, loſt no time in con- 
| ſidering what do do, but got immediately on Horſe. 
| back, and rather flew than rode to the Foreſt, where 
their Princeſs was in purſuit of the Stag. Algitha, on 
the News of this Misfortune, ſhewed an incomparable 
| Preſence of Mind, and a Fortitude far above what is or- 
dinarily to be found in her Sex: ſhe neither lamented 
| = Nor exclaimed againſt ſo ſudden a turn of Fate, as other 
Mothers would, perhaps, have done ; but turning to 
the Company ſhe had with her, and entreating them 
to ſecond her attempt, rode back, with all imaginable 
haſte, to Sickfort ; where, having armed herſelf, and 
taken freſh Horſes for herſelf and the others, and fol- 
lowed by the Officers of the Caſtle, purſued full ſpeed 
the Tracks the Raviſhers had left behind. 

TH E endeayours of this noble Company were ſo ſuc- 
ceſsful, that they overtook the Chariot within ſome 
Miles of London. Algitha, whoſe Courage at this fight 

was augmented by her rage, ſtood not to examine the 
number of her Enemies, but flew upon them, Sword 
in hand, and, with the firſt Blow, laid the chief among 
them proſtrate at her Feet : the Governour, who could 
expect no mercy, if overcome, quitted the Chariot, an. 
having mounted the Horſe of him that was fallen, put 
himſelf at the head of his Troop, and animated them 
by his Voice and Geſture, Then the valiant Algitba, 
who, in the Rapidity of her Purſuit, could be followed 
only by ſix Gentlemen, found herſelf encompaſſed, on 
all ſides, by the Raviſhers; yet, without ſuffering her 
Spirit to be deſected by their numbers, ſhe not only de- 
fended herſelf, but attack'd them in ſuch a manner, 
that ſhe had laid ſeveral of them on the Earth, befor T ! 
the reſt of her Followers arrived to her aſſiſtance. lled 
A4 AS theſe were Men accuſtom'd to the dangers of the ha 
Field, and the more invigorated by the example of this we! 
warlike Queen, things immediately changed face ; the ho 1 
| Raviſhers were attack'd on all ſides, and the greateſt des, 
part having loſt their Lives, the reſt attempted to ſauepm t 
themſelves by flight; the treacherous Governour water 

a | | . - among 
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mong theſe laſt: but Algitrha, whoſe Fury was more 
zozinft him than all the others of his Accomplices, pur- 
cd him ſo cloſe, that it was impoſhble for him to 
ſcape ; and the Villain, inftead of imploring mercy, 
had the inſolence to meaſure his Sword againſt that of 
his Queen, The Combat laſted not long; Algitha diſ- 
abled his right Arm, with one Blow, and taking him 
by the Throat with one hand, while with the other 
ed Ine held her Sword at his Breaſt, obliged him to con- 
ger Mc, that the Earl of Kent had influenced him to this 
to horrid attempt. He then fell on his Knees, entreating 
em er to ſpare his Life; but her Weapon had alread 
ble Npierced too far; the great quantity of Blood which if | 
ind {ied from his Wounds, deprived him, firſt, of his Voice, 
o- Ind, ſoon after, of his Breath; a Fate, indeed, too ho- 
eed Nourable for a Wretch, who deſerved to have expired 
the extremeſt Tortures, under the hands of the Exe- 
ſuc-Hutioner. | . En 4 
me TH E victorious Algitha returned to Sickfort, where 
gut Wl were in the utmoſt Grief and Confuſion ; but when 
the Ney ſaw her arrive at the head of her valiant Troop, 
ord WW the midſt of which, was the Chariot with the two 
ong Mrinces, Cries and Acclamations fucceeded in the place 
uld f Terror. The firſt thing ſhe did, after having diſar- 
an. Ned herſelf, thanked her Friends for the aſſiſtance they 
ad given her, and embraced her Children, was to 
ite to King Canute and Queen Emma, an account of 
is Adventure, and. to complain. of the Injuſtice ſhe 
ad received, The Court and City were no ſooner in- 
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„on rm'd of it, than the loud. Exclamations they made 

het Nainſt the Treachery of the Earl of Kent, convinced bh. 

de · Neunte, that the Blood of their lawful Kings was yet. | 9 

ner, Ntremely dear to them. | | | 1 

elote THIS Monarch knew, that, as the Governour was "| 
79 


led, nothing could be proved againſt him, denying, 


f theſÞ have any part in this Action, and juſtified himſelf | 1 
this well, that the whole Infamy fell on the Earl of Kent, 1 

the ho was already mortally hated, The cruel Inquie- 7 
ateſt des, however, that Queen Algitba was involved in, TY 
 faveſſÞm that dreadful day, for the, Life of her Sons, never . 


tering her to enjoy any true repoſe, threw her, at 


1 


„„ 
length, into a languiſhing Diſeaſe, and obliged her to 
have recourſe to the Remedies Art ſometimes affords, 
when Nature refuſes her aſſiſtance. | 
| IF any one ſtep throughout the whole Conduct of 
this Princeſs could be termed imprudent, it was the 
little Examination ſhe made of the Character of her 
Phyſicians ; her Soul was too much employed for the 
Safety of the two young Princes, to have any leiſure to 
attend to ought relating merely to herſelf ; and think- 
ing her Fate could be of noconſequence to Canute, ima. 
gined not he would ever enterprize any thing againſt her 
Perſon, But this tender Mother ſhould have remem- 
| bered, that if any of thoſe Dangers ſhe apprehended 
for her Sons were real, the ſame muſt alſo threaten hers 
ſelf, who, by her Vigilance over thoſe precious Trea- 
| ſures, was an Obſtacle in the way to reach at them, 

IHE ſame means which had been made uſe of, to 
_ bribe the Governour of the Princes, was now put in 
practice, to corrupt that Phyſician who attended the 
Queen in her Indiſpoſition ; and, inſtead of Cordial, 
he adminiſtred to E a Poiſon of ſo ſubtile a Force, 
that it reſiſted all Antidotes. Her Death was neceſlary 
for the ambitious Deſigns of Canute and his Miniſter, 
and they accompliſh'd it, like Barbarians ; and that 
great Princeſs, who, by her Courage and her Virtue, 
had ftood the moſt cruel Reverſe of Fortune, and the 
utmoſt Efforts of her publick Enemies, fell a Victim 
to the ſecret Cabals of her pretended Friends. 

IN the firſt Agonies of the poiſoned Draught, fic 
doubted not of the occaſion, and prepared herſelf fo 
her approaching Fate, with a Patience and Reſolution 
no leſs worthy of admiration than her former Action 
had been: the only Reflection which had power to 
ſhake her Conſtancy, was that of leaving her dear Son 
a Prey to thoſe who had deſtroyed her Life, in order te 
become Maſters of theirs; and, in the force of thi 
Sentiment, ſhe wrote, a little before her Death, thei" 


few Words to Queen Emma. 
7 


| | : lege 
dec 
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„e unfortunate Hidow of = EDMUND, fo 
| / 5 

4 EMMA 9 een of ngland 

e Y Death, Madam, would be of little ſigniſi- 

W 6 cation, if it was not too ſure a Preſage of that 


« of my Children: it was, it ſeems, found neceſſary to 
« begin with mine to arrive at theirs.— 
k · 2 - | 2 th d * b | 
mies, in part, are ſatisfied; but that they may not be 
* entirely ſo, permit me to put you in remembrance of 


« and conjure you to teſtify it to the pence Remains 
« of his Blood Preyent my Death from becoming 
« uſeful to the cruel Deſigns of their Perſecutors—— 
„g Tis the laſt and only Requeſt made you, by the 
T in % dy ing | 


1 Rs | = ALGITHA, 
fan THIS Letter was delivered to the Queen, on the 
er Nrerxt Day after the Death of her who wrote it. It 
tha touched her in the moſt ſenſible manner; ſhe ran im- 
me rnediately to the King, and, with Tears in her Eyes, 
4 the &onjured him to attempt nothing againſt the Life of Ed- 
iind and Edward, Sons to the late King and Alpitha ; 


and, to engage his Protection of thoſe Princes, employ- 
d the moſt tender Careſſes, as well as Words. But, 
ho' Canute had a very great Love for the Queen, yet 
\mbition was the predominant Paſſion of his Soul ; he 
iſtened to her, but anſwered, in a manner, which let 
er ſee, he was more truly devoted to Empire than her 


lation 


Cions 


* harms; and, when he | her his Promiſe, that the 
Jer u rinces ſhould not die, he made her underſtand, that 
F tis Safety depended on having them in his power, and 


but of a condition to undertake any thing againſt him. 
hat have I not to apprehend, ſaid he, from the Sons 
ff Edmund and Algitha ? Certainly they muſt greatly 
legenerate from their Parents, if they do not one day 


a thel 


ompaſſion you haye for them— Therefore, if you 
Vor. IV, | K truly 


Our Ene- 


« the Friendſhip you have always ſworn to me, and 
14 MW that which you had for the late King my Husband, 
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truly love me, you will be content with the Aſſurance] 
give you, not to take away their Lives, and not en- 
deavour to oppoſe my taking ſuch meaſures with them, 
as may fecure my Throne; which can never remain 
firm, while thoſe who imagine themſelves born to fit 
in it, are in the view of a People famous for their Loye 
of Novelty. | | Pk 
THIS Diſcourſe filled the generous Emma with x 
Diſquiet, which ſhe had much ado to conceal ; by, 
perceiving it was impoſſible for her to obtain more, ſhe 
retired, pierced to the Soul with deep concern and pi. 
ty. Some days after, Prince Edvin, Son of Ethelred and 
Ethelgive, and Brother to the late King Edmund, was 
arreſted, on ſome pretence, and ſhut up in an inacceſ. 
ſible Caſtle; and the two Children of Algitha were re- 
moved from Sickfort, and confined in a ſtrong Fortreh 
on the Borders of Sweden; which cold and barbarous 
Climate, ſo different from the Delicacies of that they 
had been nouriſh'd in, joined to the Deprivation of all 
' thoſe Tenderneſſes they had been accuſtomed to, C- 
nute imagined, would, in a ſhort time, put an end to 
their days, without the help of Poiſon, or of a Dagge. 
IN effect, Prince Edmund, who was the eldeſt, had 
not a Conſtitution to ſupport ſo ſevere a change, and 
died in a ſhort time after he was carried there: Edwin, 
his Uncle, ſurvived him but three Months; but Edward 
the youngeſt Son of King Edmund and Algitba, who wi 
endowed with all the Beauties and Perfections of hi 
Royal Parents, ſo well knew how to gain the AﬀeCion 
of his Guards, by the Sweetneſs of his Behaviour, and 
to win them to a Dependance on him, by the indiffi 
rence he expreſs'd for Liberty, that they accuſtom' 
themſelves inſenſibly to allow him much more tha 
their orders permitted them to do; and, this amiable 

Prince, taking the advantage of their negligence, found 
means to make his Eſcape into Germany, where he wart 
_ favourably received by the Emperor Henry III. and, af 

terwads, ſettled himſelf with more Tranquility thai 
he could have expected. c „„ 
As for Canute, having reigned twenty Years, et 
erciſing, in that time, a thouſand Cruelties, for ſecu 
N rig 


(99) 


+7 ay of his power; he died in the Year 1036, leaving 


en. only one Son by Queen Emma,whom he deſigned ſhould 
em be Inheritor of all his Kingdoms. But Providence, 


ain WM which takes delight to fruſtrate human Projects, diſ- 


fit poſed otherwiſe of them: Noravay revolted, and choſe. 
ove Na King of their own; Harold, the Baſtard of Canute, 

whoſe Sifter the Earl of Kent had eſpouſed, with the 
hi help of his Brother-in-law, ſeized on the Crown of 
but. E:12/and; and the Son of Canute and Emma, who was 
ſhe named Canute after his Father, had no more to his ſhare, 
pi: than the Kingdom of Denmark, | | 


and TWAS thus, that the univerſal Monarchy, which. 


was Ml this Prince bad premeditated, was diſſipated ; and that 
ce. the Remains of Ethelred and Edmund were obliged to. 
fe-. lire under the Protection of Strangers; Alfred and Ed- 
treß ward, the Sons of Ethelred, in Normandy, and young Ed- 
rous ard, Son of Edmund, in Germany; and ſuch was 
they tie Deſtiny of Ethelgive and Algitha, that they ſhould 
fal enjoy no more Happineſs and Tranquility, than their 
C4 MM victuous Mothers, _ Fo I 0-1 
de ALL the Company thanked Florinda, in terms which 
made her ſenſible of the extream Pleaſure this Relati- 


e. 

15 on, and her Faſhion of preſenting them with it had 
and be ſtowed, nor were the Praiſes they gave her more ele- 
vin gant than the Anſwers this agreeable Lady returned. 

val 4S for my part, ſaid Orſames, I am particularly 
\ wifMouched at the Hiſtory the beautiful Horinda has given 
\£ bös; becauſe it has revived in me, the Memory of a 
Q;oMPrince, whoſe Character I always admired, and who 
ann my Opinion, merited many more Years and happy 


Days. , ah | 
iT muſt be confeſs'd, added Fulia, that Edmund was. 
z moſt accompliſh'd Monarch; and I cannot hinder my 
elf from being infinitely concerned his Thread of Life 
und mould be ſo unfortunately cut. But the Earl of Kent, 
varied Areliſe, was certainly one of the moſt. unworthy 
1, aNretches that ever lived, Ambition, ſaid Eraſmus, is 
moſt terrible Paſſion, when it reigns not in a virtuous. 
lind; it inſtigates the wicked to all manner of Villanies; 
„ on the contrary, it inſpires. the noble Soul witha De- 
{:coÞre of arriving at Glory, by good and great Actions. 

ih THE Earl of Kent, replied Alphonſo, and all ſuch 

Vo I. IV. a - „ 
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wicked Miniſters ; by the Contraſt of their Actions, ſnew 
us, how much we ought to reſpect and love thoſe who 
prove, by their Services, the good of their Prince and 
Nation is at their Heart. Both King and People ſhould 

join in Thankſgivings, for their common Happineſs, 
when they ſee, at the head of Affairs, Men guided by 
Prudence, Moderation, Diſintereſtedneſs, and Virtue. 
YOUR Reflection, ſaid Thelamont, is a Leſſon for 
us, who enjoy this ſupream Felicity ; but Praiſes, ſuch 
as are worthy thoſe illuſtrious Perſons, would carry us 
too far, without being able to do Juſtice to their Merit 
But let us, therefore, content ourſelves to admire 
them in ſilence; and, ſince we are fallen on the ſub- 
ject of Stateſmen faithfully devoted to the Intereſts of 
their Maſters and Governments, I believe you will not 
be diſobliged, if I give you an Inſtance of that kind, 
which, I believe, is not leſs ſingular, than any that 
Hiſtory affords, ns 925 
DARIUS. the Son of Hdaſpes, while he was a pri- 
vate Man, contrafted the moſt tender Friendſhip with 
Zopirus, General of the Perſian Army ; and, as it was 
founded merely on the Principles of Virtue, and a kind 
of Sympathy between their Souls, it could not but be 
laſting and ſolid. It was by the advice of Zopirus, that 
Darius had the good Fortune to kill Smerdis, who had 
uſurped the Empire, and govern'd it with "Tyranny ; 
and it was by the management of this faithful Friend, 
that he, afterwards, was exalted to the Throne - for, 
after the Death of the Tyrant, all the Princes and great 
Lords of Perſia, convened in Council, made a Decree, 
to prevent all Cenſure of any ambitious Views among 
themſelves, that whoeyer was Maſter of the Horſe that 
Thould neigh the firſt before Sun-riling, ſhould be King. 
That of Darius raiſed him to the ſupreme Dignity ; 
Zopyrus having the Secret to compel the Animal to 
neigh before any of the reſt. Such Obligations. 25 
theſe, when conferred on a generous Mind, could not 
Gratitude too deep to be ever 


but plant the Roots of 
| torn from thence. 


DARIUS, full of thoſe Sentiments, ſhould not have 
looked on this Happineſs as compleat, without a Friend, 


ſuch as Zopirus, to ſhare it with him: however, + j 
= A i 


en gn ls 2 8 


* 
3 „„ 
w Wl fiſt Days of his Elevation to the Empire, bringing with 
o them their Cares and Occupations, he had not the Op- 
d I portunity to teſtify, as he wifh'd, the ſenſe he had of 
d what he had done for him. 
3 AS there is a Jealouſy in Friendſhip, as well as. 
Lore, which conſtrues every thing to its own preju- 
dice, Zopirus preſently imagined, the Luſtre of « Crows. 
or had too much dazzled the Eyes of Darius, to permit 
ch him to look down on any thing beneath; and that in 
us the Monarch, he loft the Friend; which Thought ſo. 
rit I afflicted him, that the Melancholy of his Heart diffuſe. 
ire ing itſelf thro! all his Air, rendered it immediately per- 
1b- Wl ceivable by Darius, © 5 | | 
of WW THIS Monarch, always too ſenſible of every thing 
ot that concerned his Friend, to be without Inquietude on. 
10, ¶ this occaſion, teſtified to him the Impatience he had to 
ut know the Cauſe of his Sadneſs ; conjuring him, in the- 
molt pre terms, to open his Heart to him with his. 
ri« ¶uſual Freedom: but Zopirus, prejudiced by his own. 
ith Ideas, could not be prevailed on to break filence on this. 
nat Subject; and, every day, became more melancholy, 
and more reſol ved to keep it ſecret. „ . 
be W DARIUS was extremely concerned, that he could 
hat I not penetrate, into this unhappy Myſtery ; he examined 
had WF himſelf, if any thing in his own Conduct could poſſi- 
1 ; Hbly have given cauſe for ſuch a Diſcontent ; but finding 
nd, his Heart clear and innocent, he began to fear, that 
fon ¶ Ambition had taken birth in that of Zopirus : If it bo- 
reat Wo, ſaid he, to himſelf, I will load him with ſuch Ho- 
TX, Hnours, as he ſhall have nothing more to wiſh; and, ac- 
ong Hcordingly, ſent him Preſents of immenſe Value, and a. 
that WBlank to be filled up with ſuch Employments as he 
ing. Wſhould make choice of. 3 | 
ty BUT Zopirus, whoſe Soul was of a different Mould, 
toto what it now appeared to the King, was ſo far from 
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being ſatisfied with theſe marks of his Eflcem, that q 
| not they ſerved only to render him more penfive. As for. N. 


the Employment offered him, he abſolutely refuſed it, 
and received the Preſents with reſpect, but not the leaſt 
mark of gladneſs. | . + 
THIS Behaviour augmented the King's ſuſpence ; 
he ſent for him one day into his Cloſet, whence He was 
all Yor. Iv. ä . 
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reſolved, not to ſuffer him to depart, till he had reveal. 
ed the whole, as a Grief which ſeemed ſo unaccount- 

able, not only to him, but all who ſaw it. | 
MV dear Zopirus, ſaid he, I can no longer endure to 
ſee you thus. By the tender Friendſhip by which 
we are united, I conjure you to reveal the cauſe, of 
what kind ſoever it be T ſwear to you, that there 
is nothing in my whoſe Empire, nothing that is ſub- 
mitted to my Power, and nothing ſo valuable to my 
Heart, that I will not readily ſacrifice for your relief 
Speak then, nor perfiſt in an obſtinate ſilence, 
which kills all my Happineſs, in perſuading me I am 

no longer dear to you. 5 e 

NO dear to me! cried out Zopirus, yu tranſport- : 
ed at the King's goodneſs ; Ah! my Lord, it is becauſe if : 
you are too dear to me, that I am in the ſtate in which 
ou ſee me; and, ſince you command me to explain u 
myſelf in terms too tender to be withſtood, know, that 
c 


the fear I do not retain the ſame place I held in your 
Heart before your Elevation, is the ſole motive of my c 
Grief I thought I perceived a change in you it 
towards me=——— That Air of Majeſty' which ac. 
companied your Benefits, robb'd them of their Va- { 
lue 'Tis the King now who confers them, not h. 
that Friend to whom I was once ſo dear, and whoſe fl th 
Love and Confidence in me, made all my happineß WW w 
— *Tis a great Monarch whom J ſhould trem- m 
ble to approach, whom I ſhonld adore, who, caftingM Fr 
his PEE on me, diſtinguiſhes me, at prefent, from in 
his other Courtiers, as I was once from all the Perſian, 
by the choice Darius made of me for his Friend —1n 
fine, it is no more Darius who loves me, but the King, 
who vouchſafes to honour me with his Bounties. 
AH! my Lord, continued he, reſume all your Gifts, 
and reftore me your Heart II will have nothing 
from the Sovereign of Perſia, and I wou'd owe every 
thing to the Friendſhip of Darius . Twere to fil 
in that profound reſpe& a Subject ought to pay hi 
. King, to call him Friend, yet is that Title a thouſand 
times more precious to me, than all the Riches, and al 
the Honours you have heap'd upon me — You F 
VVV 


| ( 103) 


Friendſhip, your Confidence, and your firſt Familia® 


rity are the 2 Treaſures which can ſatisfy my 
Ambition; and, if you think the Royal Dignity will 


be impaired by this Conduct, ſuffer me, my Lord, to 


ſend you back your Preſents, and let me die. 


DURING all this Diſcourſe, Darius felt the moſt 


refined Pleaſure, to find himſelf loved merely for him- 


ſelf alone; and that all that can attract Affection in 


other Hearts, had no effect on that of Zopirus, ſeemed 


ſo worthy of his Admiration, that, for ſome time, he 
was wholly taken up in ſilent Wonder, and had no 
1 


Words to form an Anſwer.. 

HOW few Kings are there that taſte this Satisfac- 
tion! Exterior Homage and Obedience elate the Mind, 
and feed Ambition; but afford none of thoſe ſweet 
Tranſports Tenderneſs beſtows To ſee the Heart 
uncovered, and find no Emotions there, but Love and 
Duty warmly actuated by Zeal, and ever waichful to 
do good Offices ; when this, I ſay, happens, as in the 
caſe of Darius, a Monarch muſt think himſelf richer 
in ſich a Friend, than in the Treaſures of the Indies. 

MV dear Zopirus, ſaid he, at laſt recovering him- 
ſelf enough to ſpeak, and at rhe ſame time embracing 


him with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, I ſhould be unwor- 


thy of the Throne, to which you have rais'd me, if [ 
were capable of changing, even for one moment of 
my Life, from that fix'd Regard, I owe ſo worthy a 
Friend. — Your Suſpicions have deceived you, and 
injur'd me. - | | 
King to you, Never ſhall you find me any other 
than your Friend, Darius, for know, that I 
prefer your Friendſhip to all my Crowns. Far 
from imagining, I ſhould demean the Royal Dignity, 
in living familiarly with you, I ſhould think I did it 
Honour. 
narch, than te have it in his power to boaſt a faithful 


Friend; nor can he prove he has one but by the To- 


kens of his Gratitude. — Let us live then, con- 
tinued he, taking him in his Arms a ſecond time; let 


us live as we were accuſtomed before this Change in my 


Fortune. I ſhall always be Darius to you, be 
you always my dear Zopirus. . Retain the 


Pre-. 


I proteſt, that I ſhall never be a 


Nothing is more glorious to a Mo- 
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rt 
Preſents I have ſent you, and accept of thoſe I ſhall 
hereafter ſend—they are not the Marks of my Generoſi- 
ty, but of my perfect Friendſhip: and if I ſometimes 
put you in mind, that I am King, it will only be by 
the Joy of ſeeing myſelf in a condition to make known 
my Love and Confidence. Ho”; 
THESE tender Aſſurances fail'd not to calm all the 
Diſquiets, which ſo lately reign'd in the Boſom of 20. 
pirus. He bluſhed to have entertain'd Thoughts ſo little 
conformable to the great Sentiments of Darius. The 


| 

Delicacy of his Friendſhip. made him fear he had of- 
fended, by judging him capable of changing; he ask's Ill ! 
his pardon for it, and thanked him for the Continua- ( 
tion of his Bounties, and this Converſation cemented Il 7 
more than eyer the Bond of Amity which was between - 
them. LN, * 
 ZOPIRUS now reſum'd his ordinary Vivacity, 1“ 
and Darius his former familiarity; and as he coy'd not A 
doubt, if he were ſincerely beloved by Zopirus, he liſ- x 


tened to all the Remonſtrances that worthy Favourite 
made him, whenever he found him fail in Acts of 
Juſtice or of Virtue; and it was by his Advice, that ba 
the Fews obtained Permiſſion of this Monarch to fi- 
niſn the Building of the Temple at Feruſalem. Ge 
BUT the Zeal of Zopirus for his Maſter did not ſtop Wi 
here, he ſoon aſter had an occaſion of making it appear, 
in a manner ſo very extraordinary, that J queſtion if all 


ever any Ac of Friendſhip arrived to that conſummate 8“ 
Height. Ez 's 3300 | = 
TH E Bablylonians having reſolved to throw off the "9 
perſian Yoke, forced all out of their Gates, who re- e 
| fuſed to join with them in this Revolt. Darius was ple 
no ſooner informed of what had happened, than he hin 
marched at the head of a puiſſant Army, and fat dow: . 1 
before that magnificent City; but finding Difficulties, tion 
and a much greater Reſiſtance than he expected, made ther 
to his Attacks, he began to fear, that after a long and mers 


painful Siege, he ſhould be obliged to withdraw his 
Forces, without being able to reduce it. | 

TH IS he look'd upon as ſo ſhameful to him, that 

perhaps no Vexatlon ever ſurpaſſed that of his. How- 


ever, 


RF 

ever, he made no Confidant- of it but Zopirus; who 
finding indeed there were no hopes of ſucceeding in 
his Enterprize, by the ways ordinarily practiſed in 
Sieges, preſently conceived a Stratagem, which was 
without all Precedent; and I dare believe, will al- 
ways remain unimitated, After he had conſidered a 


little while, and firmly reſolved himſelf in his Deſign, 


which he concealed with care from him, and the whole 


Army, he cut off his Noſe and Ears, and in this dread- 
ful SpeCtacle, all bleeding as he was, preſented him- 
ſelf at the Gates of Babylon; whence he was immediate- 


ly conducted to an Aſſembly of the Principal of the 
City, by whom he was no ſooner ſeen than known. 


Then declaiming againſt the Ingratitude of Darius, 


who, he pretended, had rendered him in this Condi- 
tion, merely for having given him good Advice; he 
told them, he defired nothing more than to revenge the 
Affront he had received; and to that End, came to 
offer his Service to them in the next Sally they made: 
adding, that no Action cou'd ſo well become the Re- 
mainder of his Days, as to aſſiſt them in chaſing ſo 
barbarous a Prince from their Walls. 5 5 | 

THE Babylonians knowing that he was the beſt 


General among the Perſians; and that with his great 
Wiſdom and Experience, he had alſo a prodigious Va- 


lour, received him with the extremeſt Joy, paid him 
all imaginable Honours, and with a unanimous Voice 


gave into his hands the Government of the Guard of 


their Ciry. The uſe he made of his Power, in the Or- 
ders he gave, and the well diſpoſing his Troops, made 
known his Skill ſo well, that theſe poor deluded Peo- 
ple believed themſelves in the utmoſt Security under 
him. | . 2 

TH E Report, however, of this great Man's Deſer- 
tion being ſpread through the Perſian Army, filled 
them with a Conſternation not to be expreſſed; and 
very one imagined, they had now no more to do, but 
raiſe the Siege; ſince a Perſon ſo neceſſary, by his Ad- 
vice and Courage, had gone over to the Enemy. 

DARIUS alone was tranquil, and though he cou'd 
not penetrate into the true Motive of this Action; yet 
udging the Sentiments of his Friend by his own, he 

es hefitated 
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heſitated not a moment, if he ſhould believe there 


was ſome Myſtery in this Behaviour of 'Zopirus, intend- 
ed for his Glory. In this thought, inſtead of raiſing 


the Siege, he redoubled his Arracks, in which he was 


always repulſed by the Valour of Zopirus. Yer did not 
even this excite his Doubts, he ſhut his Ears againſt all 
tbat was ſaid to convince him that faithful Friend cou'd 
ever be an Enemy; and till advancing his Works, for- 
tify'd himſelf with a full Aſſurance, that thro' the 
means of Zopirus, he ſhould at laſt carry his point. 
Thus did Friendſhip ſtruggle againſt the greateſt Pro- 
babilities, and ſurmount what to all others appear- 
ed Conviction. | | 
IN fine, this glorious Man ſeeing the Works of 
Darius in the ſtate E defired, found Means to give him 
notice, that if he advanced to one of the Gates of the 
City, which he deſcribed, he ſhould find it without 
defence, He ſent Directions alſo in what manner he 
ſhou'd make the Breach, and what number of Troops 
might enter. The King of Perſia followed this Ad- 
vice in every Particular, and without communicating 
it toany Perſon, and without any other Aſſurance than 
chat in his own Breaſt of the Fidelity of Zopirus, he 
approached the Gate marked out to him, He found it 
in the Situation he expected, and with the number of 
Troops his Friend had preſcribed, entered the City 
without Diffidence.— The Alarm was preſently gi: 
ven — the Citizens were in the utmoſt Confuſion, 
and Zopirus had ſo well taken his Meaſures, that all 
who oppoſed the Perſians were cut in Pieces, and the 
City entirely ſubmitted to Darius; who, at the entrea- 
ty of Zopirus, forbore any Act of Cruelty to the Inha- 
bitants, contenting himſelf only with exacting their 
— to the ſame Laws formerly impoſed on 
them, | 5 5 | 
BUT what became of that Monarch ? How terri- 
ble were the firſt Shocks of his Grief, when he found 
to what the Reduction of Babylon had been owing: 
Tears, and the Swellings of his Heart wou'd not per- 
mit him to ſpeak for a 3 time: and when Zopirus 
related to him the whole Affair, with an Unconcern, 
which denoted the Hero even more than the volun- 
5 tary 


Te Ty 
tary Maims he had given himſelf; at laſt the impri- 


ſon'd Sorrows of the Royal Mind burſt out in theſe - 


few Words, which, with the glorious Action that oc- 
caſioned them, are tranſmitted to Poſterity: Ah! who, 
ſaid he, wou'd not have given a hundred Babylons to 
ſee ſo faithful a Friend exempt from ſuch Deformity ? 

JUSTLY have you ſaid, cry'd Silviana, perceiy- 


ing Thelamont had done ſpeaking, that Hiſtory affords 


no proof like this of Zeal and Friendſhip. I am aſto- 
niſh'd at it, added Camilla; and my Admiration is ac- 


companied with certain Emotions of Terror, which 


make me ſhudder. . I was before acquainted with this 
great Action, interrupted Eraſmus ; but being ignorant 
of ſome of the Particulars that led to it, this Recital 
has had all the Charms of Novelty, It muſt be con- 
feſs d, ſaid Alphonſo, that this Proof of Zopirus's At- 
tachment to his King, or rather to his Friend, is of 
the moſt ſingalar kind that ever was: but it muſt alſo 
be confeſs'd, that the Confidence of Darius had ſome- 
thing in it very grand; and that the Friendſhip in his 
Soul was no lefs heroick than the dreadful Proofs the 
other gave of his. Tz . 

FOR my part, ſaid Hortenſia, I find nothing in ei- 
ther of them to reproach : if Zopirus disfigur d him- 
ſelf to deceive the rebellious Babylonians, and to reduce 
them to their Obedience; Darius expoſed himſelf to 
Accidents equally dreadful, by an entire Dependance 


on his Faith. And this Security he -teftify'd in him, 


without knowing any thing more of his Deſign, than 
that he had quitted his Service, ſeems to me a Proof of 
Friendſhip, equal to that of Zopirun. Eg 
'TIS certain, 'reply'd Orſames, that without this 
Stratagem the King of Ferſia had been compell'd to 
raiſe the Siege, and to leave the Rebels unpuniſhed, 
We know, ſaid Qyophanes, they are often of great uſe, 


when Force is unavailing ; but there are 2 thouſand In- 


ſtances of Stratagems very different from that of Zopi- 
745, and yet noi leis beneficial. 2 5m | 
HIMER 4A wa; the richeſt and moſt populous City 


in Sicily, its great Commerce occafioned the Envy of the 
neighbouring Commonwealths, particularly of Carthage, 


who were reſolved to deſtroy it, if poſſible. 
| ED FOR 
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FOR this Purpoſe, Amilcar their General, with an 
Army of two hundred thouſand Men, and five hun- 


dred Gallies, came to beſiege it both by Land and Ses. 
The Inhabitants of Himera, juſtly alarmed, implored 


the Aſſiſtance of Gelon King of Syracuſe, a Monarch of | 


- Wiſdom, Honour, and Courage, and never ſlow in af. 
fiſting his Allies. But knowing his Forces undble to 
cope with thoſe of the Carthaginians, in a pitched Bat. 
tle, contented himſelf with poſting them in ſtrong Pla- 
ces; where iſſuing out ſometimes, they did much miſ- 
Chief to the Enemy, b * the Proviſi- 
ons round about, and attacking thoſe who went to for- 
rage, whom they often deſtroyed, leaving not a Man a- 
live. But theſe Favours of Fortune were too inconſide- 
rable to provoke the Carthaginians to raiſe the Siege; 
and Gelon was in the extremeſt Dilemma in what man- 
ner to proceed, that he might be ſerviceable to his 
Friends; when Chance put ſomething in his power, 
which all his Valour — never have made him hope. 
AMILCAR ſent two Deputies with Diſpatches ts 
Selucia, ordering the People of that City to ſend him 
a Reinforcement of Cavalry, to the number of 10000, 
in a time by him oreſcribed. Theſe Men falling into 
the hands of Gelon, put a Stratagem into his Head, 
which he executed in this manner, He made the De- 
puties of Amilcar be ſhut up, and ſo carefully guarded, 
that it was impoſſible for them to inform the Carthagini- 
ans what had befallen them: and at the Time appointed 
by their General, _—— the Number he had order- 
ed, of his beſt Cavalry, in the Arms and Livery of the 
Selucians ; and having given them ſecret Orders what 
to do, ſent them to the Camp of the Carthaginians, ac- 
companied by two pretended Deputies from the Seluci- 
ans, with Letters teſtifying how ready thoſe People 
were to obey the Commands of Amilcar, | 
THES E Deputies no ſooner arrived at the head of 
their Cavalry, than they were conducted to Amilcar, 
who received them with open Arms, made them mag- 
nificent Preſents, aſſigned the moſt convenient Quarters 
for the Troops they brought, and gave Orders they 
mould be furniſhed with all things neceſſary, od 


"FP EGF 
THUS did the beſt part of Gelon's Forces enter the 
an carthaginian Camp as Allies and Friends: the next 
Un- Day after their Arrival, Amilc ar erected an Altar near 
Sea. the Sea-ſide, and commanded a Sacrifice and ſolemn 
Thankſgiving to Neptune for the fate Arrival of this 
2 of WF ſceming Aid. As he performed the Office of High- 


al. prieſt himſelf, the Syracuſans taking the Advantage of 


to i that moment, when the whole Army was diſarmed, 
at. and at their Devotion, ſeized on the General, and put 
pla- all the principal Officers who aſſiſted at the Sacrifice to 
nil the Sword. While one Party were on this Expedition, 
the other ſet the Ships on fire; the Flame and Smoak 
of which was the Signal for Gelon to advance, who, 
n a- pouring with his Forces on the other Side of the 
ide. Camp, made a moſt terrible Slaughter among them. 
8e WW The People of Himera perceiving this Diſorder, and 
an. the Colours and Enſigns of the King of Syracuſe diſplay- 
his ed inthe midſt of their Enemies, ſallied out, and joined 
chat Prince; who, where-ever he paſſed, ſpread De- 
Pe. ¶ folation round him. It was impoſſible for the Cartha- 
** ginians in this Confuſion, and not only encompaſſed, 
im but alſo mingled with their Enemies, to put them- 

50% ſelves in any Poſture of Defence, the boldeſt among 
into them now betook themſelves to 3 ; but they were 
too cloſely purſued for my to eſcape. While theſe 


* things were doing at Land, the Fleet of Celon de- 
„ troyed all that the Flames had ſpared; never was 
chere a more terrible Spectacle; never had the Cartha- 
nted ginians ſuſtained ſo great a Loſs, fince the Eftabliſh- 
dal. Wrrent of their Republick. No leſs than an hundred 


vhat Norantities of Ammunition and rich Baggage, became 
„4c, rde Prey of the Victors. Thus did the City of Car- 
Int: lage, ſo accuſtomed to the Smiles of Fortune, prove 
ople ow little that fickle Goddeſs is to be depended up- 


Dn: and thus did Gelon deliver the People of Eimera 
com that imminent Danger which at that time threat- 
ned them, | . | | 
TH O' this Action, ſaid Felicia, has ſomething bar- 
barous in it, I cannot be ſorry for the Puniſhment of 
he Carthaginians, I deteſt thoſe powerful proud Peo- 
le, who wou'd have none happy but themſelves; nd 
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thoſe People, who, 
their Neighbours, cannot content themſelves with aim- 


of Glory in the Heart, and gives Men an Opportunity 


tion of Gratian, in the Year of Feſus Chriſt 378, was1 


. rians make ſuch fine Eulogiums, had the misfortune iſ 
ſuffer himſelf to be overcome by this Paſſion of Anget 


( 110 ) 


whoſe Jealouſy and Ambition are inceſſantly Finding 


Pretences to diſturb the Peace of their Neighbours. 


I am of your Opinion, reply'd Florinda; methinks 
there is ſomething my OI in the Nature of 
aving many Advantages over 


ing at more, tho' it be the utter Ruin of thoſe who on. 


1y defire to enjoy peaceably their own. | 


I F all the Rulers of the Earth thought in this man- 
ner, ſaid Alphonſo ſmiling, Mankind would inſenſibly 
degenerate into Cowardice and Indolence, *Tis the 
Deſire of aggrandizing their Deminions, or preventing 
others from extending theirs too far, that excites a Loye 


of ſignalizing thenſelves, NIE : 
THAT is very true, ſaid Julia; but it ſeems ſtrange 
to me, that reaſonable Creatures, to whom Pity is inhe- 
rent, can perform ſuch Actions, as have juſt now been f 
related, in cold Blood. When Anger, indeed, inflame; 8 
the Mind, I wonder not at any thing ſo violent a Paſſion 


may tranſport them to. 5 | 7 
NOTHING is more blameable, charming 57 pr 


lia, interrupted Urania, than thoſe Actions which ate 
inſtigated by Anger; of all the Emotions by which i 
the Breaſt is agitated, I know none ſo dangerous a Mp. 
that: ir violates Truth, triumphs over Juſtice, andi 
deftroys Reaſon: it breathes nothing bur Hatred and 
Revenge, and inſpires only inhuman Projects. It was 
the ſaying of a great Philoſopher, that the Man who 
abandon'd himſelf to Anger, won'd never execute 
any thing, of which he would not have cauſe to re- 
pent. „ 

1 TH E Emperor Theodofius, continued ſhe, whoſe Me 
rit and Valour rais'd him to the Throne, by the Adop- 


Prince juſtly eſteemed, wiſe and Virtuous, a great Gene: 
ral, victorious in War, amiable in Peace, and happy it 
both, However, this great Prince, of whom the Hilto 


But this Vice, bor the moſt part the Author of Shame t 


thoſe that harbour it, ſerved but to encreaſe his Glory 
= El 


( 111) 
og HE was returned in Triumph fig 
ver the Tyrant Maximin, and fro 
ks WW þriinian the Brother of Gatian Wi VNeſtern Throne, 
of WW when he received News, that the *wW2/onians had re- 
er belled againſt the Magiſtrates he had ſet over them, that 
they had ſpoken contemptuouſſy of his ſupreme Au- 
n thority, and ſtoned to death ſome of his inferior Officers. 
| AN Infolence ſuch as this was indeed ſufficient to 
0” Wl exaſperate the mildeſt Nature; but this Emperor ſuffer- 
ed himſelf to be fo far tranſported by it, as to make a. 
; ſolemn Vow for the general Deſtrudtion of the whole 
'"> City. To perform which, he wegt at the head of his 
Army to this unhappy Place : e repenting 
of their Fault, ſent Deputies to meet him, and implore 


nde them, and entered the City, without ſuffering them to 


he- pay him thoſe Honours which were his due; and the 
den fixth Day after his Arrival, having ordained publick 
me Shows to be exhibited in the great Theatre, a-vaſt Con- 


courſe of People aſſembled themſelves to be Spectators. 
Then the Emperor looking round, and finding this a 


and ordered his Soldiers to put them all ro the Sword; 
rich was immediately performed, without the leaſt 
v5 © biſtinction either of Sex or Age. Ts, "7 
HIS Page thus ſatiated, he paſſed thro' Milan in his 


ans Return to raly; and going to the Church of St. Ba. 
Are to pay his Devotion to that Saint, was met by St. An- 


roſe, Biſhop of that City, who ordered the Doors to 
be ſhut againſt him, and reproached him for the Barba- 


n the World; telling him, his Crime was too great for 


_ im to hope ever to be admitted into the Temple of God, 
\ oP till he had done publick Penance. 
_ THE Emperor was at firſt ſurprized at the Boldneſs 


pf St, Ambroſe; but it opened his Eyes at the ſame 


py. ime, and obliged him to reflect on the Action he 
esl been guilty of; and he then acknowledged his 
was Fault, made a publick Confeſſion of it at the Foot of 
not 


he Altar, and ſubmitted to the Penance impoſed on 
im by the Biſhop, What cou'd be more truly great 


ban this Humility ? mean Souls perſiſt in the Defence 
Vor. IV. | 


Forgiveneſs; but the enraged Prince refuſed to hear 


„ proper time to execute his Vow, ſuddenly left the Place, 
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( 112 ) 
of Injuries ; but thaſe that are truly heroick, whenevet 
they have faile the Weakneſs of Humanity, 
make it their WW Glory to acknowledge, and de 
all in their pow epair it. | 
I have always, faid Orophanes, conſidered this Ac- 
tion as the moſt noble Part of Yheodoſius's Life, and that 
it merits everlaſting Praiſes. He ſeems to me more great 
after his Fault, than in his Innocence, becauſe it gave 
him an Opportunity of triumphing over that Vanity ſo 
common to all Men, but particularly to thoſe in Au- 
thotity, 17 5 
St. Ambroſe, reſumed Urania, who was perfectly ac- 
_ quainted with the Humour of that Prince, to prevent 
his falling into the like Error, obliged him to make a 
Law, whereby the Execution of Death ſhould be de- 
ferred till thirty Days after the Sentence was given, to 
the end the Emperor might have time for Reflection, 
and to make Rage ſubmit to Clemency. . 
THIS Law was ſome Vears after the Preſervation of 
the City and Inhabitants of Antioch; for they having 
rebelled againſt the Authority of the Emperor, and in 
the Inſolence of their Rage maſſacred all his Officers, t. 
and dragged through the Streets the Statue of the Em- t 
preſs Placilla, whom he tenderly loved, he ſwore to pu- tb 
niſh them in the moſt unheard of manner; to invent. 
new kinds of Tortures for the People, and to lay theit 
City in Aſhes; and for this purpoſe went in perſon at 
the Head of a puiſſant Army towards the Gates of this 
devoted City. : | | 1 
BU T being arrived within a few Hours Journey, an 
holy Hermit, call'd Macedonius, preſented himſeif be- 
fore him, and having ſet forth the Mercies of God, 
whoſe Vicegerent he was on Earth, he told him that 
his Clemency ought to be no leſs to thoſe beneath him, 
The Emperor liſtned to him, and remembred the Law 
St. Ambroſe had prevailed on him to make; he uf 
pended his March, and faid, It is indeed true, that i! 
wou'd be prophane and unjuſt in me to deſtroy the 1 
mages of God, for that of a Woman. And fortifying 
himſelf in this Sentiment, within thirty Days of 'hi 
Judgment, he retracted it, was appeaſed, and ſpare! 
bath the Citizens and Inhabitants o Antioch, 1 


(113) 
yer I perceive, ſaid Felicia, that when a Perſon is great 
ty, y addicted to Anger, or Rage, call it by which Name 
12 you pleaſe, he ought to have the ſame Degree of Good 
| neſs with this Emperor, to be enabled to moderate it. 
Ac- WW Not, but I muſt confeſs, rhe People both of Theſalonia 
hat and Antioch merited very ſevere Puniſhments. 
eat THE greater was their Offence, reply d ulia, the 


ave i greater Opportunity had Ibeodaſius to exerciſe that hea- 


fo if venly Attribute of forgiving : and if one may judge 
\u- of this Emperor's Sentiments, when not over-ſwayed 
by Paſſion, I believe he often wiſhed, he had ſhewn 


ac- no more Rigour to Theſſalonia, than he afterwards did, 
ent fl thro' the Admonition of the Hermit, to the City of 


xe a Ml Antioch. 


ion, that Supper waited, obliged this agreeable Society to 
repair to the Hall, where they paſſed the remainder 

the Evening in Converſation ſomething more gay 
than the Entertainments of the Day had been. Love 
and Joy were now the Subject of their Diſcourſe ; and 
the Hours for Repoſe being arrived, they ſeparated in 
the Hopes of paſſing the next Day in the ſame manner 
they had done the ing ones. 
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SEVENTEENTH DAY. 


HE Hour for going into the Ladies A- 
partment was no ſooner arrived, than 
Eraſmus went into that of Urania, to 
entreat that ſhe would engage the 
AP to paſs that Day with F- 
rinda, who had been indiſpoſed that 
Night, and was not in a Condition to 
quit her Chamber. This News alarmed Urania, and 


| the told Eraſmus, that ſhe was extremely ſorry that he 


had not ſent to wake her, to the end ſhe might have 
contributed, as much as was in her power, for the Ealc 
of that dear Friend. But Eraſmus reply d, that her In- 
diſpoſition was not conſiderable enqugh to give her that 
Difturbance ; and that it was only his own Tendernefs, 
which making him fear the Air might be prejudicial to 


her, had exacted a Promiſe from her not to go out af 


her Chamber that Day. 5 
URANIA highly approved the Care of this tender 
Husband, and giving him her Hand to paſs to Celeme- 
nas Apartment, they met that Lady with the reſt of the 
Company coming towards them. . 

As ſoon as this charming Society were informed of 


the Motive, which with-held Florinda, they ran to he! 
with an Impatience, that teſtify d the Love and Eſteen 


they had for that deſerving Lady. Felicia being - 
| =. a0 
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uch d to her, not only by Inclination, but by the 


neareſt Alliance, Eraſmus being Brother to her dear 
Orophanes, had already prevented the Company ; who 
found her with Florinda, accompanied by Thelamont, Oro- 
phanes, and Alphonſo, _ VER f 

WHEN Florinda ſaw them enter, ſhe wou'd have 
roſe from the Sofa, on which ſhe lay half reclined ; 
but Urania obliging her to continue in the Poſture ſhe 
was in. We come here, ſaid ſhe, only to engage you 
to take that Repoſe which is neceſſary for you; and de- 
fire your Apartment may ſerve us this Day inſtead of 
the Library, the Hall, and the Garden, ws 


HO W great ſoever the Pleaſure is I feel, ſaid ' 


rinda, in having you always near me, I proteſt, I am 
very much aſhamed, that Eraſmus has exacted this Proof 
of your Complaiſance. Give Truce to your Apologies 
and Compliments, interrupted Orophanes, and fince your 
Indiſpoſition is not violent enough to render our Pre- 
ſence incommodious ; and as we can follow here, as well 
a5 any where elſe, the Law we have eſtabliſhed, let us 


begin a Converſation more improving, and more con- 


formable to the Friendſhip among us. 


WITH theſe Words he took upon him to place the 


Company, as he knew wou'd be agreeable to their In- 
clinations, every Husband by his Wife; and when 
they were ſeated, began, by a gay Turn of Wit, to ob- 
lige them to baniſh that Sadneſs their Apprehenſions 
for Florinda had ſeized them with. | 
WHEN he had done ſpeaking, Celemena willing to 
improve upon his Humour of Gallantry after looking 


ſmiling round the Room, I find, ſaid ſhe, Crophanes - 


takes the ſame Conſideration for the abſent, as for the 
preſent, and has ſuffered none of the Company to take 
up the Places of the Lovers of Areliſe and $:]ciana. This 
Reflection, anſwered Thelamont, wou'd be a, fine Criti- 
ciſm, if we were not perſuaded, that, whatever you 
fay, you ſecretly approve the Order in which Orophanes 

has ranged us. EE ane | 
WITHOUT doubt I do, cry'd ſhe, and wiſh that 
Ulcippe and Liſimond were here, to be Witneſſes of the 
charming Un'on that reigns here, and to follow ſo rare 
.* | | -. an 
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an Example. There is no need of that, faid Elorinda, 


Family, to be my Husband. 


the, without giving the other time to reply, that, 


Areljſe, by a Marriage which he contracted with a Maid 
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(16). 
| their own Honour and Love, and the Perfections of 
their beautiful Ladies, will oblige them to conform to 
it. Bur, continued ſhe, m is unknown to us ; and 
tho' I read in the Eyes of all the Company, that they 
believe with me, he is perfectly worthy of being dear 
to the beautiful Areliſe ; methinks, we ought to be bet. 
ter acquainted with him, Florindais in the right, added 
Fulia ; and ſince Areliſe has recounted to us the Adyen- 
tures of Silviana, it belongs to Silviana to make us know 
thoſe of Areliſe. | | 
FOR my part, ſaid Camilla, with her accuftomed 
Vivacity, I ſhall not eaſily excuſe being deprived of ſo 
much Pleaſure, and that I may enjoy it fully, muſt 
make a kind of Contract with Silviana, that there may 
be no Abridgments in a Hiſtory which I fancy muſt be 
entertaining in all its Particulars, They all laughed at 
this Expreſton of the amiable Camilla; and Areliſe, wil. 
ling to turn the Converſation, ſaid, there is nothing in 
my Life ſufficiently intereſting to be worthy of recit- 
ing: all my Adventures being bounded in confeſſing, 
that Alcippe is the Name of him made choice on by my 


M dear Aveliſe, cry'd Silviana, you ought not to 
expect I ſhonld be more diſcreet than yourſelf ; and 
vho* I know, that in the Recital deſired of me, there 
is nothing conſiderable enough to form a Hiſtory, ſuch 
as the beautiful Camilla wiſhes to hear; yet I will not 
deny, but there are Paſſages, which, for their Singu- 
larity, are worthy of being recounted. And ſince I have 
an Opportunity of revenging myſelf for the Repetition 
you made of my Weakneſs to this Company, you muſt 
not imagine I ſhall negle& it, Know then, continued 


THE Father of Areliſe is called Armond; he is of the 
ancient Nobility, very rich, and every way worthy of 
his Birth and Treaſures. He had no other Child than 


of Quality, who died ſoon after the Birth of her Daugh- 
ter. Armond, who would never enter into a ſecond 
Engagement, gave all his Cares to the Education of 
this young Beauty ; following the Cuſtom of A” 


(17) 


inda, his Condition. He put her into a Convent for the firſt 
s of MYecars of her Life; not but he had a Sifter in whom he 


m to might have confided, Merina, being a Lady of unſpot- 


and ted Virtue, and diftinguiſh'd Merit; but ſhe was at that 


they time at a great diſtance from Paris, and he could not re- 


dear FWſolve, to ſend this Darling of his Heart ſo far from 


| bet. him. | | | f : 
dded S HE was no ſooner arrived at thoſe Years, in which 


ven- Reaſon begins to ſhew itſelf, than her Inclination be- 


now gan to turn entirely on the Study of the Sciences; in 


med her Sex. We all are ſenſible, Knowledge is not to be 
of ſo acquired amidſt the Noiſe and Hurry of the World; 
muſt and the 2 Deſire Areliſe had to become a perfect 
may Miſtreſs o all ſhe had, what they call, a ſmattering of, 
{ be made her extremely pleaſed gygith a Retirement, which 


ion. Her Father made 


ed at Iſo much favour'd her Acqu 

wil. her the Offer of removing ſeveral times, but in vain 
g in and he began to fear, ſhe was too much in Love with 
ecit· N Solitude to be prevailed with to quit it at all. erina 
ing, Nrho now returned to Paris, was a Widow, and entirely 


Miſtreſs of herſelf, She deſired nothing more than to 
haye the young Areliſe with her; but ſhe ſtill preferred 
her darling Cloiſter, to all rhe Enjoyments of Life. 
This made all her Friends imagine, that ſhe was one 
of thoſe, who we may call Enthuſiaſts ; and who ſup - 
pole, there is no Security for a better Life, but by go- 
ing — the moſt ſevere Mortification and Self. denial 
in this. 1 KI : NES 1g 
BUT Areliſe being in her fifteenth Year, and af- 
luring them, ſhe had no Inclination for a religious Life, 
and only deſired to ſtay in the Convent till ſhe had 
attained a more perfect Knowledge of what ſhe had 
been learning, they conſented to it. "IR 
MERINA viſited her often, and I accompanied her 
where-ever ſhe went, having. been bred under the Care 
of that Lady from the Death of my Mother, which 
happened in my Infancy. Areliſe was pleaſed to think, 
I had ſomething in me worthy of her Friendſhip, and 


[0 


im diminiſhing by any of thoſe little piques, that of- 


which ſhe made a Progreſs yery ſurprizing for one of 


I conceived the. moſt tender one for her; which, far 
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ten happen between Perſons of our Age and Sex, grey 
the more confirmed, the longer we were acquainted; 
and I regretted nothing, but that her Paſſion for Study 
would not permit me to enjoy, fo often as I deſired, 
the Happineſs of her Company, 5 
ARMOND looked upon her with the extreameſt 
Pleaſure.— She was his only Child, young, rich, 
beautiful, and learned, and in every thing ſuch as might 
make him hope, ſhe would add Honour to his Family, 
by an illuſtrious Match. | | 

THESE Sentiments made him reſolve to chuſ: a 
Husband for her. There were already many who ſeem- 
ed ambitious of that Title; her Birth, Beauty, Wealth, 
and the Fame of her PerfeCtions, attracted every Day 
ſome new Pretender. Armond liſtned to their Offers; 
but the ancient Friendſhigfþetween him and a Gentle- 
man named Celion, influenced him beyond all that could 
be ſaid to him in favour of any other. 
| CELION was of a Condition equal to his own, and 
had only one Son, who, after having received ſuch E- 
ducation, as · young Noblemen ordinarily have, was gone 
on his Travels. Armond knew, that the young Celion 
bad in his Perſon and Mind, all the Requiſites to pleaſe; 
he therefore heſitated not long, but without any Cere- 
mony, diſcovereq, his Deſign to his old Friend ; who, 
charmed with the Thought of uniting his Family with 
that of a Perfon ſo dear to him, accepted his Propoſal 
with an Infinity of Joy ; and that moment- wrote to his 
Son, to put an end to his Trave, and haſten home to 
receive a Wife from his hand, who had all the Perfec- 
tions of her Se cx. 8 

THE Affair was no ſooner agreed between them, 
than Ar mond went to the Convent, and declared to Ar- 
liſe what he had done for her, and withal told her, ſhe 
muſt now leave the Convent, to accuſtom herſelf a 


lirtle to the Air and Behaviour of the- great World, 
ARELTSE, who, tho“ ſhe wanted not Vivacity, 
had from her moſt tender Years an incomparable Soli- 
dity of Judgment, could not think without Pain on be- 
ing married to a Man, whoſe Perſon and Character were 
unknown ta her. She looked on a Hymen, 2 py 
| | lente 
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ſented himſelf to her in that faſhion, only as the Fores 
runner of innumerable IIIs: and after having pauſed a 
while, told her Father, that ſhe was ready to obey his 


Commands, in quitting the Convent, or any thing elſe 
in her power; but entreated, he wou'd not be too haſ- 
ty in 1 of her for ever She ſaid, it was 


neceſſary to know, if the Perſon he had made choice 


of, might think her worthy his Affections, and that 


ſhe might be able to gueſs, whether there was any thing 
of that 1 between them, which can only unite 
Hearts; an 

ly Colours, the unhappy State of two Perſons, whoſe 
Hands are joined only — the Will of their Parents, and 
have for each other no more than a cold Indifference. 


AR MOND was charm'd with her good Reaſoning, 
but as he thought young Celion was worthy of every 


thing, he did not ſeem much te reliſh the Scruples ſhe 
raifed Concerning him; and having told her, that his 
Word was palſs'd,and that ſhe muſt expect he would per- 
form it, as ſoon as Cælion ſhould arrive, quitted her, with 
a Command to prepare for her Departure from the Con- 
vent the next Day. , 
IN fine, Merina, to whom Armond had communicat- 
ed his Intentions, went the following Day to the Con- 
vent, and brought her to her own Houſe, where ſhe 
was to remain till her Marriage. e 
Iwill not go about to expreſs the Pleaſure we had 
in being together, nor the Praiſes her Wit and Beauty 
exacted from as many as ſaw her; the Knowledge you 
have of the perfect Friendſhip between. us, will ſuffi- 
ciently inform you of the one, and I will ſpare her 
Modeſty on the other Article; deſigning to be more 
free with it in things of greater Imporrance. Old Ce- 
lon was inchanted with her Perſon and Behaviour, and 
made love for his Son, in ſo agreeable a manner, that 
I, a thouſand times, have been ſurprized at the ill Hu- 
mour Areliſe always appear'd in, when he entertained 
her on that Subject: but ſhe had taken ſo ſtrong an 
Averſion to this Engagement, that it threw her into a 
Melancholy, which made us tremble for her Health. 
ME RINA, who had never ſeen the young Celion, 


could not entirely blame the Fears of Areliſe of finding 


him 


HP Me of 


then painted out to him, in the moſt live- 
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(120) 
him not amiable. However, ſhe laboured all ſhecou'y 
to conquer this Repugnance in her, but in vain, Ae. 
liſe diſcovered to me all her Sentiments, and inceſſantly 
entertained me with the Grief ſhe was in, on reflecting 

that ſhe muſt pals all at once from a Life happy and 
tranquil, into the Arms of a Man ſhe knew not, cou'd 
never love, and, perhaps, might be as little beloved by. 
WHILE ſhe was taken up with theſe perplexing 
Ideas, old Celion received an Anſwer from his Son; in 
which he told him, he would prepare to obey him ; 
but that the Marriage he had mentioned, in his Opi- 
nion, demanded more ſerious Reflections and that | 
he hoped, he wou'd not make uſe of his Authority, to 
enforce his Inclinations ina matter of ſuch moment. | 
THIS Letter was not communicated but to the Fa. 
ther of Areliſe and Merina ; the latter, however, think- p 
ing it wou d alleviate her Afflictions to hear the Mar- 
riage might not be ſoon ſolemnized, as ſhe had fear- 
ed, by reaſon young Celion teſtified as little Impatience I u 
for it as herſelf, made no Secret of it to her, | 1 
ARE LIS E was, indeed, extremely pleaſed at thisMf t. 
News; but at the ſame time conceived a greater Ave- ,, 
ſion than ever for her intended Spouſe : the imagin'd,\iſl x, 
that he had ſomewhere ſeen her, before he went to tra. M 
vel, and that it was his Diſlike of her Perſon, rather B. 
than his Indifference for Marriage in general, that hal th 
made him expreſs himſelf in that manner; and this pe: 
Thought gave fo poignant an Alarm to her Pride, that ¶ a. 
ſhe reſolved to make uſe of her utmoſt Efforts to break ¶ abe 
this Engagement before his Arrival. 
SOME Days after this Letter, an Affair of very 
you Importance, relating to Merina's Eſtate, obliged 
er to go twenty Leagues from Paris. As ſhe cou'd not 
diſpence with this Journey, ſhe deſired Armond to per- 
mit his Daughter to accompany her, as Celion cou'd not 
be expected till after the time ſhe propoſed to ſtay in 
the Country; telling him, ſhe hoped the Diverſions 
ſhe wou'd And in that Place, wou'd reſtore her Health, 
alleviate her Sadneſs, and, perhaps, render her more fub- 
miſſive to his Will at her Return. = A 
AR MO ND, ꝙ whom the Melancholy of his Daugi-Mix 
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rd ter began to be a little diſpleaſing, and who was- rer 
rc WH ſolved not to change his Reſolution as to her Marriage, 
ty WM conſented to the Requeſt of his Siſter; and we all three. 
ng left Paris in a Situation of Mind perfectly agreeable : 
nd WW 4reliſe, becauſe ſhe ſhou'd now be eaſed of the Vexation 
d it gave her to hear theName of Celion; myſelf, becauſe 
by. the Change of Place, and Variety of Company was con- 
ng WW formable to my Humour; and Merina, becauſe of the 
in WW Pleaſure ſhe procured us, . | 
m; THE News of her Arrival at her Country Seat was 
pi- no ſooner ſpread abroad, than all the neighbouring 
nat WY Nobility and Country came to viſit her: among the 
te Number of the latter, was a Gentleman, whom ſhe had 

known a long time, and greatly eſteem d. He had 2 
Fa. Son lately returned from the Army, wliom he preſent- 
nk-W ed to us, and a Friend of his named Alcippe, of whom 
ar- WY he gave the higheſt Character. . „ 
ear BUT there needed not much Eloquence to perſuade 
nct us of his Merit; Alcippe is one of thoſe Perſons, who, 

at firſt ſight, prejudice the Heart with a ſecret Eſteem : 
this WI there is ſomewhat in his Face, his _— and Air, 
ver- WF which is not to be deſcribed ; and tho? he has the fineſt 
nd, Features, the beſt-turn'd Limbs, and moſt graceful 
tra. Mien, that out of this Aſſembly was ever ſeen, yet his 
Behaviour is more. ſtriking than them all. With all 
hal I this, he is extremely learned, gyithout affecting to ap- 
this pear ſo——— has a Farkling Genius, and a manner of 
that Addreſs a which engages your Attention to what he is 
teak about to ſay, - before he utters it. | 

THIS Akippe, ſuch as J have painted him, attract- 

ed all our Eyes. I was charmed with him 
As for Areliſe, ſhe was unable, while he was in the 


at once confeſt his power of pleaſing, and grew more 
rebellious than ever againſt the Inclination her Father 
wiſh'd ſhe ſhould be inſpired with. But if the beau- 
tiful Areliſe was ſo ſenſible of the Merit of Alcippe, Al- 
cippe was no leſs ſtruck with the Charms of Areliſe. 
her Beauty ſurprized him, her Wit turned him all to 
Admiration ; and three Hours Converſation ſerved to 
fix in his Mind the moſt violent Paſhon that ever was. 
As I was entirely free from any Agitations of my own 

V 0 L. IV. | 6 7 at 


Room, to look on any other Object —her Heart 


. { 122) | 
at that time, I had leiſure to obſerve theirs, and was 
immediately Miſtreſs of the Secrets of both their 
Hearts. | | 
THIS Viſit was followed by ſeveral others on the 
; of Alcippe, who having been once introduced, did 
not always wait for his Friend, to give himſelf the Sa- 
tisfaction of wg to our Houfe. Merina, as well for 
his own Merit, as for having been recommended by the 
old Gentleman, always receiv'd him with the greateſt 
Marks of Civility and Eſteem, However, tho' the 
| - Paſſion of Alcippe was as great as cou'd be conceived by 
any Heart, he forbore giving any Teſtimonies of it but 
by his Eyes : And when I preſſed Areliſe to let me j 
know her Sentiments concerning this charming Stran- f. 
ger, ſhe only ſaid, I wiſh the Perſon they wou'd have i ,; 
me marry had the ſame Merit. Nor cou'd I ever draw iſ 
any farther Confeſſion from her Mouth, n 
 , MERINAM's Affairs detained her longer than the I 85 
had expeded; we had already paſs d a Month there, S 
and they were not terminated, Areliſe rejoiced at this hy 
Delay, and the Diverſion I took in beholding theſe je 
Lovers, who, in ſpite of themſelves, diſcovere? every 81 
moment a mutual Flame, hindered me from being e 
ſorry. . 5 5 3 
THEY were now become intimate Acquaintance, 5 
not a Day paſs'd without his entertaining us either at yh 
home, or in a fine Walk near the Houſe; they found i 
every moment ſome new Charm to encreaſe the Paſſion 
they had for each other; and yet all this without ſpeak- 
' Ing one Word, bur ſuch as Perſons the leaſt intereſted 


2 
wou'd have uttered. 


AS Areliſe has ſince confeſs'd, the was not a little 

2 that ſhe knew no more of this Charmer of 

her Soul, than that he was a Man of Condition; and 

wondered, that in all rhe Diſcourſe he entertained her 

with, he never menticn'd one Word of his Family. But 

my Curioſity was more alert, tho' my Concern was 

leis; and one Day being alone with the old Gentle- 

man, who had firſt brought him acquainted with us, 

TT intreated him to inform me of all he knew of 4 


erppe. 
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MAD AM, anſwered he, the Secrets of our Friends 
are no part of our Property: nor can we diſpoſe of them 
without a Crime. Forgive me therefore, that I de- 
clare not that of Alcippe=—— all that is permitted me to 
reveal is, that he is a Man of Quality, that he is with. 


me unknown to his Family, who imagine him at a 


much greater diftance An Affair of the utmoſt Im- 
portance to him, compels him to behave in this manner; 
and as I am intimate with his Father, I ſhall very ſhort- 


ly take a Journey to Paris, in order to prepare the way 


for the good Reception of Alcippe. 

THIS Diſcourſe, inſtead of ſatisfying, made me 
yet more unquiet ; I could not imagine what Intrigue, 
diſagreeable to the Family of Alcippe, ſhould make him 


ſtand in need of a Mediator, and cou'd think on no- 


thing, but that he was privately married to a Perſon he 
cou'd not hope they wou'd approve. . I trembled 
now for Areliſe, yet could not avoid communicating my 
Suſpicions to her. She was greatly aſtoniſhed, and a 
bible Trouble overſpread her Face, while I was talk« 
ing to her; I know not how far this might have ob- 
liged her to own her ſecret Inclinations to me, had not 


in Accident then undream'd of, render d that Conſi- 


dence unneceſſar ? | 
THE next Day after we had this Converſation, Af 
citþe came to viſit us as uſual, and finding no body in 


the Parlour, but Areliſe and myſelf, he threw himſelf, E 


the moment of his Entrance, at the Feet of Areliſe 3 
and looking on her with an Air of mingled Tenderneſs 
and Deſpair, Merina, ſaid he, has juſt now told me 
News, which is the Sentence of my Death —— The 


would marry you, Oh beautiful Are/iſe / and the un- 


fortunate Alcippe muſt never ſee you in the fineſt City 
in the World, but in the Arms of a Husband. "RN 
FOR, in fine, continued he, without giving her 


time to interrupt him, I can no longer conceal from 


you, that I adore you; and fince in lufing you, I am 
aſſured I loſe my Life, I cannot leave the World with- 
. you know the Paſſion you have inſpired me 
with. | „ „ 
ARE LIS E was ſo much ſurprized at this Declara- 
tion, that ſhe had not. power to reply to it for a con - 
Vo I. IV. n ſide. 
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(124) 
fiderable time; but at length recolleQing herſelf, Since, 
ſaid ſhe, you have been told of the Engagements I am 
under, you ought to have ſpar'd a Confeſſion, which 
I can look on as no other than as a double Afront. -. 
My Virgin-ſtate demands a Behaviour more reſpeCtful 
and leſs preſuming ; and the State, which you ſay ! 
am about to enter into, ſhould, methinks, have oblig- 
ed you to an Eternal Silence, 2 | 
1 éexpedted a no leſs cruel Anſwer, reſumed Alcißp-, 
with an Agony which no falſe Love could counterfeit: 
I came not hither in the hope you wou'd approve my 
Flame, which, but for the . Shock it has juſt 
now received from the Mouth of Merina, ſhould not 
have been reveal'd to you, but by thoſe who have 
the Power of diſpoſing you — but in the cer- 
tainty of loſing you, nothing is left for me to wiſh cr 
fear; and the only Favour I implore, is Permiſſion to 
dic at your Feet. | I | 
LOVE, Grief, and Confuſion, were ſo truly im- 
printed on his Face, and he appeared ſo full of Charms 
in this pity-moving State, that Areliſe muſt have been 
much leſs prepoſſeſs d than ſhe was in his favour, not 
to be touched with what he ſaid. Alas! ſaid ſhe, you 
are not unhappy alone, I follow not the Dictates of my 
the moſt painful Reluctance— [ 
know not him, who is deſtin'd to be my Husband, 1 
have never ſeen him, and Love has not the leaſt part 
in my Engagement. . 2 
OH, Heaven! cry'd Alcifpe, what a Conformity 
there is between our Fates! I am not here, but to a- 
void entring into an Engagement, my Father has form- 
ed for me, without conſulting my Hear. —1 
never ſaw the Lady they would have me marry ; | 
Have not yet ſo much as Se her Name— nor 
' was it the Impreſſion of any other Charms, which ren- 
dered this Union diſagreeable. — I lived without 
any Attachment till I ſaw your Beauties, but the ſole 
| Regret I found in myſelf, to paſs my whole Life with 
a Perſon wholly unknown to me, till the moment J 
was to give my Hand. But now, continued he, 
now judge how odious muſt be thoſe Apprehenſions; 


when I have ſeen, cenvers d and fill'd my Heart * 
| | the 


— E 


„F -. a. 
the moſt adorable Object in the World No, added 
m ke with Tranſport, no, Celion, never hope, that your 
+ Wl Son, unable to poſſeſs the incomparable Areliſe, will 
ever give himſelf to another ' — -—— © 
GOOD God! cry'd we both out at the ſame time, 
What ſay you, Aleippe? What! added Areliſe, with an 
Aftoniſhment which nothing-cou'd equal, is Alcippe the 
Son of Celion ? TAE RE TL Pur | 
YES, Madam, reply'd he, with a trembling Voice, 
not knowing to what Cauſe to attribute our Surprize, 
is Celion of your Acquaintance ? Ah! my dear Alcippe, 
reſumed ſhe, givi Him her Hand, I can now, with- 
Is a Crime, confels, *tis only you I can be made ta. 
oye. 1 5 e op 5 
THESE Words, ſo little expected, and ſo full of 
Tenderneſs, made the tranſported Alcippe immediately 
conceive the Truth: and kiſſing a thouſand times the 
Hand ſhe had ſtretch'd out to him, Can it be poſſible, 
„my charming Areliſe, ſaid he, that you are the Object, 
l believed ſo injurious to my Wiſhes ? And am I the hap- 
n py Man, to whom they wou'd ſacrifice you? 
t ARELISE was -too much taken up with Joy and 
u {MW Wonder to be able to ſpeak ; and I was obliged to in- 
form Alcippe of all J have been recounting to you. He 
[ MW afterwards told us, that he had no ſooner received the 
Letter from his Father, than he took Poſt, and came 
directly to the Houſe of that Gentleman with whom 
we ſaw him firſt, in hope that old Friend might pre- 
Vail on Celion not to precipitate a Marriage, for which 
- MW he had not the leaſt Inclination, and to permit him to 
- WM live without any Engagement of that kind, till Love, 
and the Character of that Perſon he ſhould marry, had 
I given the neceſſary Preparations to his Heart. 
x ALCIPPE finiſhed his Recital juſt as Merina en- 
- tered the Room with the Gentleman he had been 
it yu of. The Situation they found us in, extremely 
urprized them; Areliſe, who at this Accident cow'd 
hill not reſtrain Tears of Joy and Tenderneſs from falling 
I from her Eyes, had a Handkerchief before her Face. 
WM 4/cippe was embracing her Knees, and kiſſing her Hands, 
with all the Demonſtrations of an unutterable and im- 
b Vol. M 3 Ee 


« 
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moderate Extaſy ; myſelf, with the Remains of a pleaſ- 
ed Aſtoniſhment on my Face, a ſilent Witneſs of their 
mutual Tranſports, This Scene altogether appeared 
fo ſtrange to both the Spectators, that they ſtood for 
ſome moments contemplating it without ſpeaking ; at 
laſt, Siluiana ! ſaid Merina to me, what has happened? 
The moſt unexpected and moſt charming of all the Ad- 
ventures in the World, Madam, anſwered I, Theſe 
Words, making Alcippe and Areliſe turn their Eyes that 
way, they both roſe ſuddenly from the poſture they 
were in, Alcippe ran like a Man quite beſide himſelf to 
his Friend, and caught him in his Arms, where he 
held him in the moſt ſtrenuous Embrace, without hay- 
ing the power of _— one Word; tho' none that 
ever lived expreſſed himſelf with more eaſe, or a bet- 
ter Grace, on any other occaſion. And Areliſe withdrew 
to her Cloſet, to conceal the Emotions with which ſhe 
| was agitated ; ſo that there remained only myſelfto 
explain to Merina the Motives of what ſhe ſaw. 
I gave her as exact an Account as was poſſible in a 
few Words, being willing to put an end to the Pain an 
unſatisfy'd Curioſity muſt give her.; and alſo to leave 
to the Lovers the pleaſure of acquainting her with the 
Particulars. Never was a Joy more perfect and ſincere 
than what this virtuous Lady felt, at being informed 
of this Adyenture. She embraced Alcippe a thouſand 
times, and as often bleſſed the moment in which ſhe 
came into the Country, The old Gentleman was no 
leſs charmed, and congratulated his Friend in terms, 
which teſtify d how dear his Happineſs was to him: 
after this, we ran altogether to the Cabinet of Aveliſe, 
who could not ſee us without being covered with Bluſh- 
es ; but the worthy Merina having convinced her of the 
Contentment this Diſcovery had given her, nothing 
now was talked of, but the unforeſeen ways by which 
Providence conducts to Happineſs, thoſe whom it youch- 

ſafes to favour. | 0 NVP 
E RINA wrote immediately to her Brother, and 
encloſed a Letter Alcippe wrote to him, and another to 
Celion; and you may judge of the Satisfaction theſe two 
Friends felt, in having every thing fall out ſo _ to 
rs | | tneir 
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I aſſure you, anſwered ſhe ſmiling, I intended to have 


Tow). L 
their Wiſh. Merina, who would not be the Cauſe of 


SY 


delaying Nuptials, 1o much oy, bn for by all Parties, 


left the care of her Affairs to her Friend, and ſer out 
with us for Paris, where we arrived with Sentiments 
very different from thoſe with which we had left it. 

OUR Lovers, equally charmed one with the other, 
and growing every day more dear, waited for the Ce- 
lebration of thoſe Rites, which ſhould unite them for 
ever, with a viſible Impatience on one fide, and per- 
haps a ſecret Propenſity on the other; when the Fa- 
ther of Areliſe was ſeized with a violent Fever, which 
deprived her of him in three Days. His Death gave a 
fad Interval to their Delights and ExpeCtations, Not 
all the Paſſion Areliſe was poſleſs'd of cou'd tranſport 
her to violate the Decorum ſhe owed to the Memory of 
ſo dear a Parent; and ſhe told Alcippe, he muſt not 
hope, ſhe would fulfil her Engagement with him, till 
the full time of her Mourning was expired : and tho 
he looked on this Delay as the ſevereſt Mortification 
could have befallen him, he was too ſubmiſſive not to 
conform to it. This Vear has ſerved to make them 
know each other yet better; and to cement their Hearts 
more firmly by the Conſtancy, the Aſſiduity, and the 
Tenderneſs of both their Behaviours. It has now been 
expired three Weeks; but Merina being abſent, Alcippe 
and Liſimond are gone to her, in order to entreat her 
Return, and to prevail on her, that both the Nuptials 
may be celebrated the ſame Day. m—— | 


SILVIANA having ceaſed ſpeaking, all the Com- 
pany manifeſted the Pleaſure they w_ in the Recital 
ſhe had given them. Urania, and her Friends, ten- 
derly embraced Areliſe,and congratulated her on her ap- 
proaching Felicity ; and that beautiful Lady, in re- 
turning their Careſles, Joſt the Confuſion ſhe had been 
in during the Diſcourſe of Siſviana. We ſhould have 
been extremely ſorry, ſaid The/amont, to have been de- 
prived of the Pleaſure this little Hiſtory has afforded 
us; and the Intereſt Urania, and all of us take in what 
Concerns you, deſerves this Mark of your Confidence. 


de- 


„ „ 
deſired Celemena to inform you of all this, after my De: ir 
parture ; tho' I cou'd not reſolve to conſent to it, while N tc 
I was preſent.; and Silviana has been guilty of a kind Ml 6 
of Treaſon to me in doing it, which I ſhall not very I þ 
. * 8 
WE muſt all take her part againſt you, ſaid Orſames, 
having only done it in compliance with our Requeſt, Ml w. 
and to augment that perfect Eſteem you have inſpired MW 1 
us with. The Diſcovery of Alcippe, interrupted ca- . 
milla, is very ſingular and delightful; and 1 could not Ml Er 
help wiſhing, it might happen ſo all the time Silviana Ml ler 
was ſpeaking. i” 
YOURS, with your dear Alpbonſina, anſwered F. i ex 
rinda, was not leſs intereſting; and, I am perſuaded, IM rea 
that of Alcippe brought it into your Mind more than eit. 
once. — is more certain, added Eraſmus; the Al 
Looks they caſt on one another, while Silviana was re- to 
lating that part of the Story, leaves us no room to ma 
doubt it. 85 5 
THIS Raillery was for ſome time the Subject of tate 
their Converſation, till being told Dinner was ready, 
Urania ordered it ſhould be brought into Florinda's A- 
tment. As this amiable Society never entertained 
each other with any Diſcourſe, but on general matter 
before the Servants, the Table was no ſooner taken a. 
way; than C:lemena began to ſpeak in this manner, 
TH O' I were enjoined Silence as a Penance, faid 
ſhe, I could not keep myſelf from praifing the faſhion 
in which we live here, nor from remarking to Silxiana 
and Areliſe one thing, which is to me the moſt agree- 
able of all. It is, continued ſhe, that every thing re- 
cited here is accompanied with the Charms of Novelty; 
and tho' one has heard the ſame Stories never ſo often, 
they are told in ſuch a manner as to perſuade one, that 
one knew nothing of them before. 
NOTHING can be a greater Compliment to us 
than this Remark, reply'd Urania; and we ought to 
think ourſelves very happy, if, in the time, you have 
| honoured us with your Preſence, you have found no 
reaſon to repent your Goodnels, _ | 
As for my part, ſaid Camilla, with the moſt charm- 
| Ly ing 
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ing Sprightlineſs, I am not among the number of thoſe 
to whom this Praiſe- is addreſſed. I liſten with plea- 


ſure to all I hear ſaid, and endeavour to improve by it: 
but freely confeſs, I have not a Fund of Reading {FI 
cient to enable me to be one of the Speakers. 1 

GREAT rg anſwered Alphonſo, does not al- 
ways furniſh out Diſc 


Facts juſt us he has found them, will give but a du 


Entertainment to his Hearers ; and if they ſwell to any 


length, rather fatigue than pleaſe. = 
THIS is a Truth, which every day gives us ſome 


experience of, ſaid Thelamont ; it is not by the much 


reading, but the good uſe of it, that we can refer it 
either profitable to ourſelves, or agreeable to others. 
All Men, who apply themſelves to Study, and hope 
to draw any Advantage from their Labours, ſhould 
make choice of the beſt Authors, read them with At- 
tention, and many times over; then reflect and medi- 


tate on what they have read; and when they have 


made themſelves Maſters of the whole, range each 
different Subject apart in the Memory, to avoid the 
Confuſion of mingled Ideas. This Method, with the 
help of a * Genius, for without that nothing can 
ſucceed, will, without all queſtion, render every thing 
they ſay, or write, capable of doing Service to the 
World, and Honour to themſelves. 

A good Painter fetches his Colours from every Quar- 


ter of the World; he grounds them fine ; he firſt ſe- 


parates, then mingles them; gives them the Shadows 


proper to expreſs the Subject he has form'd in his Idea; 
and then takes his Pencil, and falls to work. Art is 


ſo well ſeconded by his happy Genius, that he paints 


the, very Mind and Sentiments, as well as Features, 
pe a Soul to every Figure; and makes the Piece ſo 
ively, and ſo perfect, that it becomes the Admiration 
of all Ages. | 8 
T IS thus, a Man of Wit ſhou'd do with Matters on 
which he would ſpeak, or write. Reading ſhou'd fur- 
niſh him with Subject, Education with Words, and In- 
vention with an agreeable Variety; and even the 2 
e | TEE ans 
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| ourſes, ſuch as Celemena means. 
believe, a Man, who contents himſelf with reporting 
! 


* kD 6 wee "of * e * 
. r RET eo 


Q A 
\ 8 
p 
i *. = 
1 
. 
15 
2 * 
5 
WE 
Bb 
" 3 
* * 
15 4 
* 7 8 
15 
AS 2 
3 
U * 
4 
4 
5 37 
vx. 
* 
13 
Fi - 
hey 
N 
1 
1 
SH 
* 
% 
1 
£ IF) 
xs 
187 
* 
1 
TH 
ka 
PL 
, -7 
"© 
"ol . 
$59 
* 4 * 
1 
1 
27 
1 * Y 
17 
A 
F 1 
7 
U F 
$6 
7 


"w 
fions muſt not be left out, becauſe they ſerye- to illuſ. 
trate, and give a Force and Energy to his Diſcourſe, 


SOME People imagine, that to repeat what has | 


been well ſaid by another, is ſufficient to pleaſe; and 
ſo it is to thoſe unacquainted with it before: but to 
othets, he will appear no better than a Plagiary.— 


It is the Art of giving a different Turn to the ſame 


Story, adding ſach Particulars, as may reaſonably be 
ſuppoſed to have ha pened, and diminiſhing ſuch as 
ſerve neither to amuſe nor inſtrut———— and diverſi- 
fying the Manner, tho' ſtill adhering ſtrictly to the 
Truth, that muſt make one liſten with any pleaſure or 
attention, to an Adventure one has already been ac- 


ni with. | | 
_ EVERY thing has been treated on, but the diffe- 
rent ways of treating the ſame Subject are exhauſtleſs, 
A Man who makes the right uſe of his Reading, will 
improve on every thing ; form new Maxims and Pre. 
| Cepts, on the Maxims and Precepts of others; and by 
ingrafting his own Cions on the Trees of the Ancients, 
give the Field of Learning a new and more beautiful 
Proſpect; whence he, at any time, may gather Orna - 
ments for his Diſcourſe, 55 5 | 
THIS Inſtruction, ſaid Orſames, is as uſeful as agree- 
able, eſpecially from the Mouth of a Perſon, whoſe 
own Converſation is a Proof of what he ſays, Tis true, 
added Eraſmus, that if every one read in the manner 
 Thelamont directs, the Mind wou'd be more embelliſh'd, 
the Memory leſs charged, and the Productions more 
_ agreeable, Tis eaſy to ſee, interrupted Fulia, that 
Thelamont has praiſed himſelf, this admirable Leſſon 
he gives to others. 1 1 - 
OROPHANES finding they were preparing to 
| make the Modeſty of his Friend ſuffer by their Praiſes, 
hindered F#lia from proceeding, by telling the Com- 
any, that ſince they could not walk, they ought at 
leaſt not to deny themſelves the Proſpect of the Terras, 
ſince that Apartment had the full Command of it ; and 
Florinda had aſſured them, it would be no way incom- 
modious to her. On which they opened the Doors of a 
large Balcony, that overlook'd the Gardens and the Ri- 
ver beyond them. At the ſight of this laſt Object, < 
. Tx, © mi 


\ ht 
milla cry'd out with a more than ordinary Vivacity, I 
"cannot comprehend why that Element,that is ſo vaſt, ſo 
rich, and ſo formidable, has not its Monarchs as well 
as the Land; and why Men have not endeavoured to 
appropriate the Seas as they do the Kingdoms and So- 
vereignties. 8 5 | | 
THIS Reflection of Camilla's made all the Com- 
pany laugh, but Alpbonſo, who very well knew, that 
his amiable Spouſe had not made it without defign, 
The Sea, anſwered he, is common to all Men ; the Arr 
of Navigation having given birth to Commerce, by the 
means of which ſeveral Kingdoms and Republicks, the 
leaſt conſiderable in their Oriffins, have become, in 
proceſs of time, ſtrong enough to cope with the moſt 
opulent Monarchs, and often to overcome them. In 
fine, my dear Camilla, to anfwer to your Queſtion, one 
muſt ſay, the Empire of the Sea always appertains to 
the moſt powerful on that Element, | | | 
II is true, ſaid Thelamornt, that maritime Forces are 
the beſt Security of a State; and whoever is Maſter of 
the Sea, may, without much difficulty, become ſo of 
the Land. It is therefore neceſſary for Sovereign Prin- 
ces to _ up a naval Strength, ſufficient to deter their 
Enemies from a too near Approach. Ambition too, as 
well as Safety, methinks, ſhould prompt all Monarchs 
to propagate their Power this way : what great things 
may be brought about by a powerful Fleet, very early 
Experience informs us. We need but look back, and 
ſee to what a height of Grandeur the Greeks arrived, 
merely by the help of their Marines. 
BEFORE them, added Orophanes, the Aſſyrians, 
the Indians, the Perſians, and the Egyptians attributed to 
themſelves the Empire of the Sea: and fince, the Cay- 
thaginians, the Romans, and ſeveral leſſer States. | 
YES, reſumed Thelamont, all theſe People have 
pretended to appropriate this Sovereignty, according as 
they found themſelves more ſtrong by Sea than their 
Neighbours. But I think the Greeks boaſt of a Title 
WW more aurhentick, tho? leſs eſſential, which is the Right 
of Inheritance and Elderſhip. They ſay, that Neptune, 
„ * Grecian, firſt invented the Art of Navigation; 
| 5 . that 


= CS 


that King Saturn his Father, gs him the Command g 
of his naval Forces, in which Poſt he acquitted hin- p 
ſelf with ſuch Glory, that Poſterity built Temples to 
his Name, erected Altars, and facrificed to him, re. 4 
garding him as the God of the Sea; and that Minos, m 
| fis Nephew, the Son of Fpiter, who was the Brother n 
of Neptune, by right of Succeſſion, as well as by the ec 
great things he did, after him was in poſſeſſion of the Ml re 
Sovereignty. | | | be 
HOWEVER that be, it is certain, that the 5 M to 
rians, the Egyptians, the Rhodians, thoſe of Cyprus, and vi 
of Phænicia, have paſſed for the moſt valiant, and moſt IM aic 
experienced in the Agt of Navigation; they exten« Ml ft 
ded their Commerce into the fartheſt Parts of Aſa, and Ml thi 
into Aſrick and Europe, where they eſtabliſhed Colonies, 
and founded great Cities; ſome of which are remain. M v 
ing to this Day. As to what regards the Greeks, it is Par 
proved by Thucydides and Libanius, that the Corinthian ma 
were the firſt among them that had Veſſels fit for War; MW nur 
that Aminocles of Corinth, built four for the Samian, the 
and that the firſt Naval Fight in the Grecian Seas, was Ml [pit 
betwixt thoſe of Samos and the Corcyrians, But that inf 
which may convince us, how weak they were on the Ml 7he: 
Sea, in their beginning to cultivate the Art of Naviga- i tha 
tion, is, that when the Athenians gave Battle to the A- IM he 
ginetes, they cou d ſend out no more than Fifty Gallies, IM into 
of three Oars a-piece; and that thisRepublick had then Never 
no other Port but that of Phalerum, which was very ſmall, N of 4 
and every way incommodious for the coming in or out IM The 
of Ships. | | 5 
I T was perhaps from this little Port, interrupted 
Eraſmus, that Theſeus went to Crete, in order to ſa- 
tisfy the Revenge that Minos had vowed for the Death 
of his Son Androgeus. 
AND it was here alſo, reſumed Thelamont, that 
Meneſthenes ſpread his Sails to conduct the Grecian 
Army againſt Troy, that famous War ſo much boaſted 
of and Illuſtrated by the Poets. But in fine, the Forces 
of the Athenians by Sea, their Ports, their Arſenals, 
were then of little conſideration; nor became of much 


more till the time of Themiftocles, who expecting the 
8 | Re- 


(133) 
Return of the . Perffans, their implacable Enemies, 
erſuaded them to deſtroy the Pirea; which was a 
Place of no other uſe than for the publick Council to 
aſſemble in, and convert it into a args Port, which 
might contain a great number of Ve els, with Arſe. 
nals at hand, furniſhed with every thing neceſſary to 
equip them for any Expedition. This Propoſal being 
readily aſſented to, the great Themiſtocles, for the 
hetter Succeſs of his Deſign, engaged the Athenians. 
to make all Strangers free, and to give the ſame Pri- 
vileges the ancient Inhabitants enjoyed, to all thoſe who 
aided the Republick with their Labour or their Sub- 
ſtance, for - 4 advancing and bringing to perfection 
this uſeful undertaking. | | | 
THIS Decree was no ſooner made publick, than 
a vaſt Concourſe of People flocked to Athens from all 
Parts; ſome of which contributed their Money, and 
many more their Labour: ſo that what with the great 
number of Hands, and the Encouragement given to 
the Workmen, the Affair went on ſo well, that in 
ſpite of the Jealouſy which the Proſperity of Athens 
inſpired her Neighbours with, and the Enemies of 
Themiftocles in particular; he obtained, much ſooner 
than cou'd have been expected, the compleating what 
he had projected: he alſo converted a waſte Place 
into another Port, which he called Munichea, and put 
erery thing into ſuch a Condition, that the Republick 
of Athens encreaſed every day in Power and Reputation. 
The number of her Inhabitants were enlarged : her Ci- 
ties aggrandized : her Treaſury filled; and a contt- 
nual Flow of Wealth poured in upon her by her Com- 
merce; for the Convenience of which, ſhe had now 
three fine Ports, the Phalerum, the Pirea, and the Mu- 
„ „ 
THEMISTOCLES alſo propoſed to purchaſe an 
hundred Gallies, to join thoſe already in the Harbours, 
and to build twenty more every Year, to the end the 
naval Forces of the Republick might be inſenſibly 
augmented, and to oblige the Athenian Youth ro learn 
the Exerciſe of the Sea; which he ſaid, was the only 
certain means to render a State rich and powerful by 
Commerce. In fine, he raiſed. the City to ſuch a 
Vor. IV. =.» | pitch 


3 E 
pitch of Fame, that it was enough to be born in 
Athens, to be imagined poſſeſſed 'f every ſhining or 
_ uſeful Quality, The Lacedemonians gave an Inſtance 
of this, when having loſt the Empire of the Sea, they 
_ Choſe Ariſtides a baniſhed Athenian for their General, 
in the great Enterprize of giving Freedom to all Greece, 
and ſubjecting Perſia, and ſome Part of Africk and Eu- 
rope. But that which moſt ſurprizingly proved the 
ſudden Grandeur of the Athenians, was that when by 
the divine Eloquence of Gorgias the Sicilian Ambaſſador 
they were prevailed upon to ſend Succours againſt the 
Syracuſans; they covered the Sea with two hundred 
and fifty large Gallies, all ftoutly mann'd, and named 
for their Admirals Erymedon and Sophocles. 

IN fine, the Republick having given Commiſſion 
to Lycurgus, the Son of Lycophron, to raiſe a powerful 
naval Armament, he equipped near four hundred Gal- 
leys : and then by the Advice of Themiſtocles, Pericles, 
and this fame Lycurgas, they enlarged the Port and 4r- 
ſenal of Pires, and had Workmen continually employed 
in „ e, new Veſſels, and refitting up the old. Be- 
ſides thoſe three Arſenals, 1 have mentioned, they 
alſo erected another, of a much greater Circumfe- 
rence; and ſeryed, as it were, for the general Store- 
houſe, whence all the others were ſupplied ; but I need 
ſay no more, to give you an Idea of this ſumptuous 
Edifice, than what is agreed by moſt Authors, that the 
magnificent Arſenal of Venice was formed on the Plan ef 
that of the Athenians, | | 5 

WHEN arrived at this high Degree of Power, they 
eſtabliſhed two Magiſtrates: the one had the care of 
equipping the Navy, and furniſhing what number of 
Veſlels the Republick ſhould have need of: the other, 
that of ſending them out of the Harbour to the Place 
of genera] Rendezvous; where they were received by 
the Admiral, whom the Greeks called Thalaſfarca. E- 
very Galley had alſo a particular Captain, who they 
named Triarchus; theſe were all Eminent Men, great 
Sailors, and took a pride in outvying each other in em- 
belliſhing their Ships. I 

BY theſe prudent Steps,and honeſt Diligence among 
the ſuperior and ſubaltern Officers, did the Athentar 

ene | carry 
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earry their Commerce to almoſt all the Parts of the 
then known World. Wherever they ſpread their 
Banners, ReſpeQ and Fear attended them their 
Ships had Privileges, denied to thoſe of all other Na- 
tions. —— They ſeemed to monopolize Traffick —— 
and came loaded with immenſe Riches to their Ports 
the publick Treaſure augmented —— par- 
ticular Perſons grew every day more opulent. — But, 
alas / this Opulence, this Prodigality of good Fortune, 
as I may call it, proved fatal to them in the end; it 
introduc'd Luxury and Debauchery among them; and 
they ſunk into an unhappy Indolence, which deſtroy'd 
all the Advantages Induſtry had gained. — In fine, 
they neglected their maritime Forces, by which alone 
they roſe to Greatneſs . loſt the Empire of the 
Sea, ſuffered their Veſſels to be plundered, even in 
their ſight, and themſelves to be inſulted by thoſe 
„very People, who fo lately had paid them Homage; 
and frombeing regarded with Admiration, fell into the 
4 WJ utmoſt Contempt and Deriſio o. 
IN this decay of their State, added Orſames, they 
ao ran into Acts of Injuſtice, no leſs extravagant than 
. cruel; witneſs the Death of Socrates, of which they 
. indeed repented, but too late, 
d WHEN the Manners of a People are once dege- 
1s verated, ſaid Alpbonſo, Crimes grow upon them al- 
je ter than their Days; and tis not to be wondered at, 
of W that when Virtue is aboliſhed, they ſhould arrive at a 

Complication of Vice. But what ſeems moſt ſtrange 
o me among the Athenians, is their exceſſive ſuper- 
of WM ffition, in ſpite of the great number of learned Men 
of born and educated in that City. They preſerved in 
r, their Ports, thro* a Motive of Religion, two Gallies ; 
te one called Delia, in which they ſay Theſers ſailed to 
yl Cete; and the other Paralus, after a Hero, whoſe 
Memory was held in Veneration by them. | Theſe Vef- 
yes were kept in continual Repair, and every Year a- 
at dorned with the moſt valuable things in the Repub- 
n- lick, or that were brought from foreign Coaſts. Pain- 

ters, Statuaries, and thoſe who were ingenious in ſet- 
ting precious Stones, contributed the utmoſt of their 
„Art, for the Embelliſhment of the ſacred Veſſels. 
y Tot fc *N a. mm 
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(736). 
That called Delia, was carried in a ſumptuous manner 
to Delos, to a ſolemn Sacrifice they made there; and 
from the time of its failing forth to its Return, the 

| Athenians were forbid by an expreſs Law to puniſh 

_ any Man with Death, for what Crime ſoever. Thoſe 
who mann'd ir, were called Deliates ; they had double Ii 
Salaries, were exempt from all Taxes, and treated with 
the higheſt Reſpect. The Parallus, which they alſo 
named Salamine, had the fame Privileges; and thoſe 

who ſerved in it were called Paralli, This Superſtiti- 
on reigned among them till the time of Demetrius 
Phalerus, which was indeed that of their total Ruin, 
And when I conſider it, IJ am aſhamed to reflect how 

little humane Nature is capable of being brought to ſee 
| 8 ſince Men, whoſe profound Knowledge de 
ſerves as an Example for the Nations in the World, 

cou'd devote themſelves to ſuch groſs Fooleries. | 
I am not ſo much ſurpriz d at their Superſtition, ſaid ri 
Florinda, as J am that all their Knowledge, their wiſ⸗ Go 
dom, and their Philoſophy cou'd not defend them from 6 
that Luxury, that Pride, and Ambition, which occa- Ml © © 

ſioned their Deſtrudtion. 5 

I rather wonder, reſumed Thelamont, that Vices ſo Ha 
known, and acknowledged to be ſuch, cou'd have any 

- Prevalence where Superſtition (which is only the too U 

great Exceſs of Devotion) had ſo much Power; but = 

where a State is deſtin'd to Ruin, even the greateſt Op- IM ;* 

poſites unite, for bringing about the Work of Fate, 0 

| — But to return to Navigation; the Phoenicians , 

and thoſe of Tyre and Sidon, carried this Art above all 45 , 

the People of their time. They acquired the Superio- i © 

tity of the Seas in Aſia, Africa, and Europe. They had 
powerful Succours to afford to their Allies whenever 
they ſtood in need of them; and had ſo great a num- 
ber of trading Veſſels, that they carried their Manufac- 
tures to Countries moſt remote: they had alſo the Ho- 
nous of exploring many Tracts of Land, which before 

were altogether unknown. þ 

THEY laid the Foundation of many great and beau- 
tiful Cities, viz. Utica, Hyppone, Lempta in Africk, Thebes 
in Greece, Thebes in Egypt, Cadiz, and Carthage in Tom 

| : | ut 


ES 2 "= 
but the meſt famous of their. Eſtabliſhments, and what- 
did them the moſt Honour, was that of Carthage in Af 
rick; which from a ſmall Beginning, and little other Ad- 
vantage than a nappy Situation, became afterwards ſo- 
confiderable by its Victories and Commerce, The Form 
of Goyernmept was ſo wiſe, and ſo well conſtituted, 
that the Senate of this Republick acquired a high repu- 
tation. Theſe People had no ſooner made themſelves. 
Maſters of the Coaſts of Africk, from Egypt to the Straits: 
between the two Mountains, which, they ſay, were di- 
vided by Hercules, and therefore called his Pillars, than: 
they undertook the Conqueſt of Spain. The Succeſs they, 
met with in that Enterprize ſurpaſs d their hopes; and 
ſeeing Fortune continued ſtill favourable to their En 
deavours, they built a City there called New Carthage; 
where they eſtabliſhed a Senate, a Governor, and other 
Magiſtrates, and left a powerful Army to maintain their: 
Conqueſts, and to compleat that of the whole King- 
dom, | 3 REES. YE Up: 7 025; 2 te OY 
AS the Senate of Carthage had no Views but thoſe- 
of aggrandizing their Commonwealth, they gave Or- 
ders to the Admiral, who commanded their Fleet in 
ain, to paſs. the Straits, and diſcover all the Coaſts: 
of Africk, on the fide of the Ocean. This great 
Man, who was called Hanno, had the honour to dou- 
ble both the Capes; an Enterprize which our modern 
Navigators think-very difficult, He paſſed the Ara-. 
tian Sea with all his Fleet; and at laſt arrived at Suez, 
City on the Borders of the Red-Sea; from whence 
he diſpatched young Aſdrubal his Nephew, with an- 
Account to the Senate &f-the Diſcoveries he had made, 
an] a full Deſcription of all the Coaſts of Africk, both. 
Faſt and Weſt, and the Advantages might accrue to tlie 
Carthaginians by the Knowledge of theſe Places. 
AFTER the Deſtruction of Carthage by the Ro- 
mans, this Writing was found in their Archives, care- 
fully preſerved ; whence it was taken, and by Order 
of the Senate of Rome, tranſlated from the Punick Lan- 
guage into Latin, as an authentick Monument of their- 
Vickory, and the Slavery of the Carthaginians. Theſe 
precions Memoirs, as thoſe of Himite, another Ad- 
miral of the Carthaginians, who had diſcoycred the- 
VET. | N gan 


l 10 9 . ? 
F 2 * 
" & * 


V 
greateſt Part of Europe, even to the Extremity of the 
North, were placed among the many precious things 
the Romans had acquired by their Arms, It appeared 
likewiſe, by many other Writings, taken at the ſame 
time, that the Carthaginians had eftabliſhed a regular 
Commerce with thoſe who inhabited the. Coaſts of 4 
Frick ; whence they brought a prodigious Quantity of 
the fineſt Gold in the World. But the Romans, who, 
(tho? excellent Soldiers on Land) were neither ſo intre- 
pid by Sea, nor ſuch good Sailors as the Carthaginiang, 
profited but little by theſe Diſcoveries, 

THE Republick of Carthage, ſaid Eraſmus, cou d 

not be expected to remain long in the Situation it once 
was: the Fame of her Conqueſts, and her immenſe 
Riches, having excited the Jealouſy and Envy of all 
the Potentates of that time. | der 

*TIS true, reply'd Orophanes, the Reputation of the 
_ Earthaginians, and the daily Encreaſe of their Power, 
coming to the Ears of Alexander the Great, as he re- 

turned from his Conqueſt of the Indies, gave ſuch a 
pique to the Pride of that ambitious Monarch, that he 
reſolved to deprive them of all the Advantages they 
had procured, by their Induſtry and Courage ; but this 
was a Glory, Fortune reſerved for the Romans. 

ALEXANDER, interrupted Silviana, might not, 
33 have been fo ſucceſsful in that Enterprize as 

e was in others. The Conqueſt of Carthage coſt the 
Romans ſo very dear, that one may judge, without wrong- 
ing the Memory of Alexander, that it would not have 
been eaſy to him. 3 2 
I all that has been ſaid, added Alphonſo, we may 

infer, that a Kingdom or Commonwealth, which has 
been bleſs'd with the Title of Maſter of the Sea, cannot 
loſe it without falling into manifeſt Decay and Con- 
. tempt, - But if an Ifland chances to quit rhat So- 
vereignty, it is a ſure Token of its approaching Ruin, 
Thoſe of the Continent may defend themſelves 


Dy powerful Land- Forces 3 but tis the naval 8 
alone that can ſecure a Place environ'd by the Sea; 

cauſe in caſe of an Invaſion, how great an Army ſoever 
they may be able to raiſe, their Country muſt _ 
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ply become the Seat of War; and how dreadful that is, | 


it is needleſs to mention. Beſides, the Life of an Iſland 
conſiſts in Commerce, which muſt of conſequence be 
put a ſtop to, while their Ports are crowded with a fo- 
reign Fleet. How much then does it behove the Prime 
Minifters of all ſuch States, to neglect nothing that may 
maintain the Empire of the Sea; for if tempted by Am- 


bition, they apply the Sums ſet apart for that purpoſe 


for their own uſe; or by partiality to their Friends and 
Creatures, put thoſe at the Head of Affairs, who want 
Abilities to manage them, or by Avarice receive Bribes 
from foreign Powers, to become remiſs in this impor- 
tant, this all-neceſſary Care, all the Trading Part of 
the People muſt expect an immediate and inevitable 
Deſtruction; and thoſe moſt enobled by Birth and Ti- 
tle, have no other Privilege than to fall the laſt, and 
their PoſteritySlaves in a Country where they were born 

to command. VV EE... 
I cannot forbear, ſaid Camilla, with a moſt becoming 
Smiles, being highly pleas'd with my own Curioſity ; 
and, I think, the whole Company ought to thank me 
for it, ſince it has given occaſion to a Conyerſation ſo 
inſtructive. | e 
NOTHING can be more true, reply'd Celemena ; 
and if I had not been preſent, I cou'd never have be- 
lieved ſo ee a Detail of Ships, Commerce, 
Navigation, and Armaments, cou'd have 1 in 
a faſhion, ſuch as to render it agreeable to our Sex. 
As Celemena had ſpoke theſe Words, ſhe was told, 
that one of her People defired to ſpeak with her. Ura- 
nia and all the n ſhe wou'd order 
the Perſon to come in; but the choſe the contrary, ſo 
roſe and went out of the Room. When ſhe was gone, 
Areliſe, who ſat next Urania, ſaid to her in a low Voice, 
and bluſhing while ſhe pos, Either my Heart is a 
very ill Diviner, or we ſhall foon hear, that Alcippe 

and Liſimond are at Celemena's CaſtleQ. = 
I wiſh, reply'd Urania, in the ſame Tone, that your 
Preſage may be true; ſince there is nothing ] defire 
more, than to be acquainted with Perſons ſo dear to 
you and Sileiana, and to teſtify the Eſteem your Choice 
has made me conceive for them, 4 __ 
i | | HE- 
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THEL AMONT heard. what they ſaid, and ſeeing 


ö bg Countenance, ran to her, 
1e 


and giving her his Hand to ſeat her in her Place, we 


all conjute you, Madam, ſaid he, to uſe the moſt per. 


fect Freedom in this Houſe; and if any of your Friends 
are arrived in this part of the Country, let them be 
brought here, to the end we may not be ſo ſoon de- 
prived of your Preſence. 

I am fo well perſuaded of your Politeneſs and Gene- 


| roſity, reply d ſhe, that I waited not for this In vita- 
tion. There, are indeed two Gentlemen, for whom J 


have an infinite Eſteem, come down to viſit me, and! 


have ordered my Servant to ſhew them hither, and to 


aſſure them of a Reception worthy of their Merit. 

A Fancy is now come into my Head, cry'd Camilla, 
which I cannot. help communicating to the Company ; 
I faw the beautiful Areliſe bluſh juſt now, when ſhe 


whiſper'd to Urania, Silviana is grown on the ſudden 
more penſive than uſual ; yet, with an Air of Content- 


ment, ſuch as Perſons always have, when delighted 
with their own Thoughts; all this put together makes 
me apprehend, the Ladies hope to find Alcippe and Liſi- 
mond in the Strangers who are approaching. - 

I wiſh -ardently it may be ſo, ſaid Felicia, and I am 
far from doubting it, added Fulia ; nor I believe any of 
us, cry'd out Florinda and Hortenſia, | 

SINCE you are all ſo penetrating, reply'd Celr- 
mena, I will confeſs to you, they are no other than the 


Gentlemen you have named. They have conducted Me- 


rina to Paris; and impatient to fee thoſe they have fo 
long and tenderly wx: took a Journey to this Coun- 
They were informed at my Caſtle,where we 
now are, but the reſpect they have for the Character 


of Urania, wou'd not permit them to interrupt her Re- 
tirement, and therefore ſent to deſire I would return; 
but as I have already ſaid, being aſſured of the Plea- 


ſure their Company wou'd give this agreeable Society, 


I made them an Invitation hither in Thelamont's Name. 


YOU are ſo accuſtomed to confer Favours, Madam, 
ſaid Thelamont, with a low Bow, that I wilt not thank 
you for this by any other ways than by my Reception of 
| ie og 5 wee: "your 


(11) 


er- pliments, There is ſomething particular, ſaid Orophanes, 
ds in the Change of theſe two Ladies Countenances ; the 
be charming Silviana, who is little leſs gay than Camilla, 
le- Wis fallen into ſo deep a Muſing, as tho* nothing bur her 
own Contemplations were worthy hef Attention ; and 
e- the amiable Areliſe, who comes pretty near Florinda, 
a- Win the Serious and Reſerved, has now an Air all 
1 Sprightlineſs and Joy. | 
I I do not deny, reply'd Silviana, that when I heard 
to Wl there were Company arrived at Celemena's, Alcippe and 
| Lijjimond came into my Head, but without daring to 
4, hope we ſhould have the Happineſs of ſeeing them ſo 
Pon. . 5 _ vg 
le FOR my part, added Areliſe, I ingenuoufly confeſs, 
en I chat from the moment I heard there was a Meſſage to 
. celemena, I gueſſed from whence it came, and commu- 
d. nicated my Sentiments to Urania. That agreeable Lady 


© ¶ vas about to make ſome Anſwer to what the other had 
„ ſad, when they heard the Noiſe of a great Equipage in 


the Court- yard. On which Thelamont, Orophanes, Eraſe 
mus, Alphonſo, Orſames, and Melentas, quitted their Seats, 
and ran down Stairs, where they found the Perſons 
they expected. Alciphe and Liſimend, being immediately 
informed which was Thelamont, paid him the Honours 
due to the Maſter of the Houſe. 5 | 
TH E Husband of Urania was not inferiour to them 
in the Politeneſs of his Addreſs, and having teſtified the 
Pleaſure their Preſence gave him, preſented his Friends 
to them, who received them with no leſs Marks of 
Friendſhip and Eſteem. NE ; 
HE then conducted them to the Apartment of Ho- 
rinda, where they were no ſooner entered, than Cele- 
mena advanced to them, and raking each by the Hand, 


Thelamont, and chief of that charming Society, of whom 
Jou have heard me ſo often ſpeak, and who deſire no- 
K thing more than that you, and your amiable Brides may 

be added to the number. e | 


ug your Friends, and beſt Endeavours to make them mine 


alſo. NES 1 | | 
We SOME little time elapſife in thefe ſort of Com- 


led them to Urania: Behold, ſaid ſhe, the Spouſe of 


THE. 
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NOT 
THE Anſwers Alcippe and Liſimond made to this Dif. 
_ courſe, were full of Wit, and Spirit; but Urania, who 
read in their Eyes the Impatience they had to finiſh 
their Compliments, that they might entertain Silviang 
and Areliſe, after they had ſaluted all the Ladies in ge- 
neral, addreſs'd herſelf ro Alcippe, and with an amiable 
Smile, Give Truce to your Ceremonies, ſaid ſhe, all 
this Company are perfectly acquainted with the Senti- 
ments of you both, and have put you in the Rank of 
our Friends, before we had the pleaſure of ſeeing you, 
— therefore follow, without reſerve, the Emoti. 
ons of your Hearts, in giving Teſtimonies of the Joy 
you conceive in the ſight of thoſe you love. 
THIS is a Command, cry'd Alcippe, that has in it 
too many Charms not to be obeyed ;, and fince it is 
permitted me, continued he, drawing near Areliſe, to 
entertain you for a moment'in the behalf of that Loye 
you have inſpired me with, be not you, my dear Are- 
liſe, diſobliged, that I avow it before all. this admirz- 
ble Aſſemby. Liſimond ſpoke in much the ſame man- 
ner to Silviana, who was about to anſwer him with that 
Freedom which was natural to her; when Areliſe giv- 
ing her Hand to Alcippe, You are both the one and the 
other of you perſuaded, faid ſhe, of the pleaſure we 
take in ſeeing you. This charming Society is acquaint- 
ed with our Sentiments and yours; but we ought: not to 
' abuſe the Complaiſance of Urania: and as I know we 
have but a ſmall time to remain with her, we. ought 
not to loſe one moment of the Improvement we may 
make here, Then taking notice to Alcippe and Liſimond, 
that all the Company were ſtanding, the Civilities 
common on ſuch — paſſed between them; aftet 
which, every one reſumed their former Scats, and the 
two. Strangers placing themſelves by Silviana and 4re- 
liſe, Orophanes broke filence in theſe terms. 
VO ſee, ſaid he to Celemena, that I had ſome 
Preſage of the Arrival of theſe Gentlemen, by not plac- 
ing any of us next Silviana and Areliſe. I know not, re- 
ply d Urania, what you thought, but I am very certain, 
the Heart of the beaptiful Areliſe gave her true Warnings 
of the Truth, | = 


e 


J cannot help believing, ſaid Florinda, that Love and 


if. Nature give us Predictions, which are generally juſt. 
no W They ſeldom fail, indeed, added Camilla ; but Nature 
in is, I think, the moſt to be depended upon, I firmly 
n believe, that a Father, who had never ſeen his Son, 
Yee 


wou'd know him from a multitude of others, only by 


le the Emotion of his own Heart. | | 

al TH ER E are ſo many Inſtances of the ſecret Work- 
. ings of Nature in ſuch Caſes, anſwered Felicia, that the 
N Truth of what you ſay is not to be doubted: but I am 


not ſo well convinced, that Love, how ſincere ſoever it 
be, produces the ſame Effects. The Ideas given us by 
that Paſſion, ſtrike ſtrongly on the Mind, and render 
the beloved Object always preſent to us, but under a 
thouſand different Forms, at ſome times kind, at others 
the reverſe, now faithful, now changing, and incon- 
fant ; and all this without any real Foundation. Love 
deceives us with the moſt contradictory Imaginations, 

and we deceive ourſelves, by yielding our Faith to one 
thing to-day, and another to-morrow, But the Emo- 


ons of Nature are of a different kind. It is our own | 
_ Bloodithat runs in the Veins of our Children, and there 
» but be a Sympathy between us. If a Father by 
the Accident loſes his Son, in his Infancy, and after 
ws many Years ſees him again under a different Name, and 


in a different Station, to what he might expect, I dare 


” anſwer he wou'd be inclined to love him, by a ſecret 
+ mpulſe, which he was ignorant of the meaning of. 
— But if this does not always happen, if Nature ſeems in 
| ud, ſome to lie dormant; nor is the leaft alarmed in ſuch a 


ties eaſe; yet, I may boldly ſay, that when ſhe is, it is 
wt without foundation; and that we are impoſed upon 
by the Emotions ſhe inſpires. „ 3 
1 THIS is indeed a charming Definition, ſaid Cæle- 
nena, and I think unanſwerable, Neither does it ſtand 
in need of any thing to be added to it, cry'd Urania. 
lc. I am not ot your Opinion in that point, beautiful 
brania, interrupted Sifoiana briskly, to give an agree- 
able Proof of the Solidity of Felicia s Argument, Areliſe 
ngs muſt oblige the Company with s Hiftory, taken from 
| the famous Michael Cervantes edra, which ſhe has 
I vanſlated in a Style worthy your Attention. 
5 =_ 
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T THIS is an Attack which I did not expect, reply 
that amiable Lady; and I ſhould be ho goo Ana 
plexed at being obliged to make a Repetition of Pro- 
ductions, much too mean for the Entertainment of Per. 
ſons ſuch as compoſe this Aſſembly. But that which 
conſoles me, added ſhe, ſmiling, is the Certainty, that 
Alcippe and Liſimond are here for no other reaſon than to 
carry us to Paris; and that we. ought. to think on no- 
thing but taking our leave. FE 
IF that be all, reply d Alcippe haſtily, that wou'd 
deprive us of the Pleaſure of hearing you ſpeak ; I a. 
ſure you, my dear Areliſe, . that. you. have yet a whole 
Day to remain here, and that we ſhall not begin our 
Journey till the Morning after to-morrow. - | 
1 am glad to hear it, cry'd Camilla, for now the 
charming Areliſe, cannot diſpenſe with giving us the 
Satisfaction of this Hiſtorx. ifs. <7 
ALL the Company joining Silviana, to engage her 
amiable, Friend to do what was deſired of her; the no 
longer reſiſted their Entreaties, and began her Recital 
in theſe Terms. e 


4 The For ct or Bloor. 4 Spaniſh 
FEE GENA HIS LORE 


] N the Reign of Ferdinand and 1/abella of Spain, lived 
1 Don Lewis of Zagreda, one of the moſt ancient and 
noble Families in the Kingdom. This Gentleman hayv- 
ing paſſed the Prime of his Vears in the Service of his 
King and Country, retired himſelf to Toledo, a City of 
New Caſtile, ſituated on the Borders of the Tagys, hav- 
ing now no other Care than the Education of an only 
Daughter; whoſe Wit, Beauty, and early Wiſdom, 
made him conceive the greateſt Hopes of forming an il- 
luſtrious Alliance for hel e 
c 58 | | LEO- 
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LEOCADIA, for that was the Name of this lovely 
Perſon, had paſs d her firſt Years under the Tuition of 
the beſt of Mothers, who had made ſuch Beginnings. in 
the forming her Mind, as left no room to doubt, if ſhe 
wou'd one day be the moſt accompliſhed Lady in all 
Spain. It was the Loſs of that dear Wife that determin- 
ed Don Leevis to quit the Court, not being able to con- 
tinue in a Place where every thing ſerved to remind him 


of what was now impoſhble to be regained, SEE 


WOMEN, eſpecially thoſe of 'Condition, live in 
ſo great a Solitude, and obſerve a Conduct ſo auſtere, 
that the beautiful Leocadia, tho brought up at Toledo, 
was known to very few Perſons there. But Don Leevrs, 
who had ſpent ſome part of his Days in Climates more 
happy for our Sex, endeavoured to ſoften the Retire- 
ment of his Daughter, by all the Diverſions he could 
give her, without breaking through the Cuſtoms of his 
Country. e 

10 This end, he embelliſhed a Country-ſeat he had 
on the Banks of the Tagns, at a little diſtance from To- 
do, and there procured for her all the Amuſements 
proper for her Age and Condition, Under the pretence 
of that Liberty, which is more allowable in the Coun- 
try than in great Cities, he permitted Dancing-Maſfters, 
and Muſick-Maſters to aſſemble and make Concerts, and 
other Entertainments, to divert this young Beanty and 
the Women that were with her; and ſerved as a Relax- 
tion from the Study of thoſe more difficult and ſeyerer 
Sciences, which he would have her inſtructed in; and 
which, in a ſmall ſpace of time, ſhe grew a perfect 
Miſtreſs in, - | Ts IL. 

THE Recreations beſtowed on her by this indul- 
zent Parent, did not hinder him from keeping the 
tricteſt Guard over all her Words and Actions; he 
lboked on her as a Treaſure he cou'd never be too jea- 
ous of ; and whether at Toledo, or at his Country-bouſe, 
he was always with her ; and ſhe now being arrived at 
the Age of fifteen, and as fully accompliſhed as the 
beſt Maſters, an unwearied A alication, and the fineſt 
Genius in the World cou'd make her, he began to look 
tbout him for a Husband for her, worthy by his Birth 


= 


Vio 1. . | 0 and 


1 
and Merit, to be poſleſs'd of fo ineſtimable a Jewel 
when his Deſigns were ſuddenly defeated by the moſt 
Mocking and terrible of all Misfortunes. 

THEY had been ſome time in the Country, when 
Don Lewis was obliged to return to Toledo-on-extraordi- 
nary Buſineſs. As it was in the hotteſt Seaſon of the 
Year, they did not come out of doors till the Sun was 
in his-Decline, that Leocadia might have the Pleaſure 
of walking the little way there was between the City 
and Country-houſe, 5 

TH E. Journey, if it may be fo called, when the Ex- 
tent is not above half a League, was the more delight- 
ful, as they never quitted the Banks of the Tagus, and 
had their Eyes agreeably diverted between the Proſpect 
of that fine River on the one ſide, and the great Diver- 
ſity of Gardens on the other. They had ſent their B- 
quipage before, and reſerved only one of the Women 
that attended Leocadia, who ſupported her under one 
Arm, as her Father did under the other. The Evening 
was the moſt pleaſant that cou'd be, they moved ſlowly 
on to enjoy the Sweets of it; and as there was none 
but themſelves on the Road, Leocadia threw back her 
Vail, that ſhe might have the greater Benefit of the 
” | 3 1 
IHE were about the middle of the Way between 
theſe two Houſes, when they were met by four Gentle- 
men, well mounted, and magnificently dreſs'd, who 
feemed coming from Toledo. They no ſooner came with- 
in reach of diſtinguiſhing Objects, than Leocadia pulled 
down her Veil, to prevent them from ſeeing her Face; 
but all the hafte ſhe made was not ſufficient to hinder 
the Luſtre of her Charms, from ſtriking the Eyes of 
him, who was the principal of theſe Travellers, They 
rode ſo faſt, as they approached Leocadia and her Fa- 
ther, that any one, who had ſeen them, muſt have 
imagined they were agitated by the utmoſt Impatience 
ro be at the Place to which they were going; but the 
moment they were paſs'd them, he that had caſt his 
Eyes on Leocadia, on a ſudden relinquiſhed his Speed, 


— which obliging his Companions to do ſo alſo, this 


young Man follewing the DiQates of his 1 
fiery 


(17) 


fery Diſpoſition; without the leaſt regard to Reaſon· or 
Honour, ſpoke to them in this manner. : 
I know not, ſaid he, if you had time to remark thoſe. 


Perſons we juſt now paſs d; but for my part, the Beau- 


ty of the youngeſt of the Women has given me a Wound. 


which I am reſolv'd to cure | therefore inſtead 


of diverting ourſelves, as we deſigned, in the Country, 


let us turn back, and ſecond me in bearing off that 


beautiful Maid; whoſe Charms, I promiſe you ſhall. 


are with me, as ſoon as you have made me Maſter. 
of them. | Bp... Ft 


THIS Propoſal being made to Perſons no more diſ- 


creet nor ſcrupulous than the Contriver of it, pleaſed 
them ſo well, that they all turned their Horſes, and 


rode full back af.er Don Lewis, who little ſuſpecting. 


the Affront, that was going, to be offered to him, kept 


on in an equal Pace, not to fatigue Leocadia, nor in- 
commode himfelf, whoſe great Age permitted him not. 


to walk very faſt, | | 

THE Cavaliers overtook their Prey ; and having- 
concealed one part of their Faces with their Cloaks, 
ſurrounded Don Lewis, his Daughter, and her Woman, 
each with a Sword in one Hand, and a Piſtol in the 


other. Three of them diſmounted, while one ſeized 


Locadia, and gave her into the Arms of the Chief of the 


Raviſhers, another held Don Lewis; and the third,, 
vith a Piſtol at the Throat of the Woman, prevented 


her from oppoſing their Deſign, by her Cries or Re- 


ſtance: | | IK 43 
RODOLPHO, for that was the Name of their 


Chief, no ſooner had Leocadia in his power, than he 
clapp'd Spurs to his Horſe, and was immediately out of, 


ght with his fair Prize, leaving the reſt to the manage 
ment of his Aſſociates. The unhappy Don Lewts,who,in 
the Fury of his Paſſion, loſt all 

Ape and Weakneſs, drew his Sword; but his Forces. 
little anſwering his Courage, he was preſently diſarm-: 
ed and thrown on the Earth, in which ſtate the Ra- 
viſhers left him with the Woman, who was half dead, 
vith fear; and remounting their Horſes, went with all; 
(peed to Toledo, where they did not doubt, but Rodolpho; 
was gone before them. | | 


Remembrance of his 
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| (145) , 
IN effect, this daring young Man, having made ſe- 
yeral Tours in order to evade the Purſuit of any who 
might follow him, re-entred the Town juſt at the cloſe 
of Day, and paſſing thro' the moſt unfrequented Streets, 
arriv'd at a Houſe where he was but too much Maſter, 
and went in by a private Door, of which he had the 
Key. All this was not. done without ſome time elapſ- 
ing ; but it might have taken up yet more, without 
any danger of Leocadia's being able to do any thing 
which might put a ftop to his Deſigns, That beauti. 
ful Maid having fallen into a ſwoon the moment ſhe was 
ſeized, had not ſince recovered the Knowledge of any 
thing, in ſpite of the impetuous Courſe of her Raviſher, 
But he, who had no intention to bring her to herſeif, 
diſmounting ſoftly with her in his Arms, carried her 
into his Apartment; where ſhutting himſelf up with 
her, he perpetrated in the dark that unworthy Project, 
her innocent Beauty had inſpired him with. 
' THIS crnel Deed was no ſooner committed, than 
RefleQtion followed it; the long Swoon Leocadia conti- 
nued in, gave him opportunity both for the one and 
the other, Her Reaſon was not yet returned; but his, 
now freed from thoſe Miſts of Paſſion, which had ob- 
ſeut d it, made him ſee the Deformity of his Crime, and 
ve birth to a Remorſe not lefs violent than had been 
the Flame which had made him guilty of it. 
IO what a degree ſoever the Manners may be de- 
praved, Virtue will again reſume her Empire in thoſe 
of an illuſtrious Race, and who have received their firſt 
Principles in a generous Education. Rodoſpho was of a 
Family, which, by its Rank, its Dignities, and Rich- 
es, 'faw nothing above itſelf, but the Blood Royal. He 
ſleſs d all the perſonal Qualities that can render a 
Man amiable : he was eAly handſome ; had the 
moſt graceful Air in the World, and an Infinity of Wit 
and Spirit; every thing requiſite to gain the Heart 
ſeem'd to be aſſembled in him; but theſe PerfeCtions 
which ought to have contributed to his Glory, ſerved 
only to plunge him into Vice. He was the only Son of 
Parents, who were but too tender of him; and no 
Tooner perceived, that he had thoſe „ 
| | ceſſary 
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become his own Maſter, at an Age, when he ſtood more 


than ever in need of being governed. Thus delivered 


up to himſelf, and at liberty to live in the great World 
before he knew it, the Wantonneſs of Youth ſhut his 
Eyes to every thing but Pleaſure ; and having no other 
regard in the choice of his Friends, than merely their 
being well born, he kept little Company except ſuch 
whoſe only Recommendation; was indeed the Blood 


from which they-ſprung. Their Faults and their Vices 


became immediately his: the more debauch'd, the more 


unjuſt and violent their Pleaſures were, the more eagerly. 


they purſued them; and imagining their Rank gave 
them a Privilege for every thing, they deſpiſed Cen- 
oy and committed the moſt ſhameful Diſorders with- 
out Tear, W 71 | | | 

RODOLPHO,, who by the blind Indulgence of his 
Parents, was left at an entire Liberty, went out and came 
in at all Hours of the Day or Night ; and his Apart- 
ment being at ſome diſtance from the reſt of the Houſe, 
gave him a full ſcope of doing whatever he pleaſed in 
it without Interruption ; all his People having orders 
not to come near him till he called: and this put him 


4 


in a condition to act in the manner I have already de- 


ſcrid'd with Leocadia, without any fear of being ſur- 
prized, : | | 

Honour in his Soul, tho they too frequently lay dor- 
mant and unactive. Theſe, now reviving, made him 
conſider on what he had done with Shame and Horror, 
ind the moſt bitter Reproaches on himſelf, for the 
Promiſe he had made his Friends. He thought, that 
ſince he cou'd not reſtore to Leocadia the Honour he ha 
tobbed her of, he ought not to expoſe her yet more; 


and ſeeing, that ſhe had not recovered her Senſes, he 


drew near, and threw ſome ſweet Water on her Face, 


which making her begin to move a little, he went ſoft- 


ly out of the Chamber, and having carefully locked it, 


haſtned to find his Companions ; to whom he ſaid, that 


at the Corner of a certain Street, which he named to 
them, the Maid had ſent forth ſuch piercing Cries, that, 
Vo r, IV. „ 


ceſſary to conſtitute Merit, than they fuffered him to 


BUT, as I was faying, there were ſtill the Seeds of 


. 
F = a+ — — 
N e e nun ee” 42 —— : an 
2 — — — - 2 —— 5 * 292 . — — — — 7 fon IS EE. *, 6 
* n 8 N 2 N n +a S — 13 ks LL Cn ENTS 
. * — 4 1 9 2 8 4 7 jd ES: 1 0 — K 4 REY ———— 
4 ba . = - — — EE Gar Ee bis 8 8 . r 


ar 
Ty / 2 


* 9 
3 3 


+ < — — 1 —— —— ́— w — 
2 C 4 2 n 
— 5 = 5a GO ae VF 2s — 4 
Ne : , 
* * po IS 


* 


. | 
ia the fear of being ſurprized and known, he had ſet 
her down, and made his Eſcape from her with all the 
% ., Ws 
HE recounted this with ſuch an Air of Truth, that 
they doubted it not in the leaſt ; and as their Deſire 
was pretty well abated by attending ſo long, praiſed 
him for having left her thus unviolated. 
IN the mean time, this unhappy Beauty coming 
out of her Swoon, and finding herſelf on a Bed, and 
in the Dark, heſitated not a moment, if ſhe ſhou'd be- 
lieve the worſt of Misfortunes had hefallen her. 
Tears, and the moſt rending Sighs followed this dread. 
ful Knowledge, aad the Silence which — in that 
Place, aſſuring her ſhe was alone, made her give way 
to the moſt vehement Deſpair, She roſe from the Bed, 
and ſearched all about the Room for a Window, with 
a Deſign to throw herſelf out, and put an end to a Life 
The thought ſhe cou'd not paſs without Shame; but 
Having opened the Shutters, the great Iron Bars which 
Teached from the bottom to the top, oppoſed this cruel 
Reſolution ; and the Light of the Moon then coming 
in, making her perceive the Door, ſhe ran to that, 
Hoping to puſh back the Lock, and fly from that de- 
teſted Place before her Raviſher ſhou'd return. 
ALL her Endeavours here being likewiſe unſucceſß- 
ful, her Tears again began to flow with their former 
Violence; but at laſt, reflecting on every thing that 
Had paſs'd, and that Crimes are only-worthy of that 
Name by the Conſent which is given to them, that un- 
erring Judge, which Providence has placed in the 
© Breaft of every human Being, abſolved her from all 
Guilt ; and made her begin to conſider ſhe ought le; 
to think of puniſhing herſelf, than on the means of 
being revenged on him, who had committed this Out- 
rage on her Innocence. ff.. ed Ee 
THE more ſhe reaſoned with herſelf, the more ſhe 
was confirmed in this Opinion; and that made her with 
the utmoſt Exactneſs examine every part of the Cham- 
ber. She returned to the Windows, and opened-them 


., , wv I ,, a li. - 4 © re = . oo tw > AQ tans CY wud 


e hpi & My 


=> Fn fs SS af on 


2 ©S 2 


* 


2 


. again, that ſhe might have as much Light as was poſſi- 
ble ro diftinguiſh Objects. She found ſhe. was — a 
OF "Ip place 
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place magnificently furniſhed ; the Hangings were of 


the richeſt ſilk Tapeſtry, as was alſo the Carpet on the 


Floor ; the Covering of the eaſy Chairs and Cuſhions 


wereemboſs'd with Gold and Silver. She counted ex- 
actly the number of the Chairs, and approaching the 


Bed, found it was of the ſame rich Embroidery with 
the reſt of the Furniture, with a _ gold Fringe round 


the Vallens, On the farther fide of the Room ſtood a 


Cabinet, which ſhone with Mother of Pearl and other 
precious Stones; the Key was in it, and venturing to 
open it, ſhe found in one of the Drawers a Croſs, en- 
rich'd with Diamonds, which appeared to be of the 
Order of Calatrava, and was of a prodigious Value. 
This ſhe put into her Pocket, hoping it might be the 
Inftrument of her Revenge. As ſhe was continuing her 
Examination, ſhe heard a little Noiſe upon the Stairs, 
which making her judge ſome Perſon was about to en- 
ter, ſhe ſhut the Windows, and ſat down in a Chair, 
fully reſolved to make the Houſe eccho with her Cries, 
ſhould any new Inſult be offered to her Honour, 
IT was Rodolpho, who having quitted his Compa- 
nions, was returned with Sentiments and Inclinations 


very different from thoſe Leocadia was apprehenſive of. 


He was no ſooner entered than this beautiful Unfortu- 
nate, perceiving he came towards her, put him back 
with one of her Hands, the trembling of which' made 


her know the Terror ſhe was in. Whoever you are, 
ſaid ſhe, if there is in you the leaſt Shadow of Virtue; 


content yourſelf with a Triumph you owe only to my 
unhappy Swoon; nor aggravate your Crime by an un- 
worthy Repetition of it, And ſince Night and Silence 
have been the only Witneſſes of my Shame, repair in 
ſome ſort the Outrage you have done me by burying all 
that has paſs'd in a profound Oblivion, Vou know me 


not, endeavour not to know me, but ſuffer me to go out 


of a Place, which cannot but be odious to me, ſince 
you have rendered it the Grave of my Innocence. 
This, if you refuſe, I will ſend forth ſuch Cries, as ſhall 
bring hither thoſe, whom Sleep or Diſtance has hither- 
to prevented from hearing me. OS 1 
T HE Voice of Leocadia had ſomething ſo very ſweet 
be | ez, : in 
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= (152) 
in the Sound of it, and the Fright ſhe was in rendering 
ir yet more touching, every Word ſhe uttered ſunk into 
the very Soul of her Raviſher, and kindled ſomethin 
there he never felt before. *Twas Love hoes 
but ſuch a Love as he had not been accuſtom'd to 
thoſe furious Deſires, which rendered him capable of 
undertaking any thing for their Gratification, were 
now extinguiſhed in him, and Grief, Reſpe&, and the 
tendereſt Regret ſucceeded in their place. He ſtood 
for ſome moments entirely motionleſs, and had the 
power of replying no otherwiſe than by a deep Sigh. 
A T laſt, I come not, Madam, ſaid he, with an In- 
tention to give you any new Offence, which wou'd in- 
deed be a thouſand times more unpardonable than the 
Crime I have committed. I wiſh to Heaven, there 
were a Poſſibility of repairing the Injury I have done 
you, tho* it were at the Expence of the beſt part of 
my Blood; but you are ſufficiently revenged by my 
Remorſe, and the horrible Diſorders with which my 
Soul is agitated. ———— It is not that I fear your 
Cries wou'd draw hither any Witneſſes of my Beha- 
viour, all your Efforts that way, alas ! wou'd be una- 
vailing, if I had yet remaining any Inclinations of the 
ſame Nature with thoſe, which compell'd me to the AG 
I have been guilty of; I am abfolute Maſter here, and 
none dare offer to intrude without my Permiſſion.— 
Tis to my own Converſion alone, you are indebted for 
a Defence againſt any future Inſults —— and ſuch a De- 
fence as you may aſſure yourſelf will not deceive you. 
he comforted then, as much as the ſituation 
you are in will permit, and leave to the guilty Wretch 
the Pangs of a too late Repentance. To con- 
vince you of my Sincerity, I am ready this moment to 
conduct you where ever you ſhall command, without 
making any Attempt directly or indirectly, to know ei- 
ther who, or what you are; but in return you mult per- 
mit me to put a Bandage over your Eyes, to prevent 
_ your having any gueſs ar him, who can be no other 
than the Object of your Hate You muſt hate me, 
I am ſenſible; I can expect no other, continued he, 
with a Sigh, which ſeemed to burſt the Boſom it _ 
6 | | from; 


ä L 
from : but I wou'd have the Conſolation to conceal 
from you the Author of your Misfortune, as it will be a 
Gratification of your Revenge, to leave me in ignorance 
of her Name and Condition, whoſe Charms will never 
quit my Memory. _ | SE 

THESE Words made Leocadia think it was beſt for 
her not to delay accepting his Offer; and impatient to 
quit that Houſe, I take you at your Word, ſaid ſhe, 
and wou d conſent you ſhou'd ſhut my Eyes for ever, 
rather than detain me here a moment. Then Rodolpho, 
having ty'd a Handkerchief before her Eyes, and 
wrapp'd himſelf in his Cloak, opened the Door, and 
taking her under the Arm, led her down as ſoftly as 
he had brought her in. Leocadia telling him, ſhe de- 
ſired he wou d leave her in the great Street of Toledo, he 
conducted her there, after having made ſeveral Turns, 
to the end that ſne might not know from what part of 
the Town ſhe cane. FFF 

BUT if theſe Precautions hindred her from being 
able to gueſs where he lived; the Particulars ſhe had 
nuke in his Apartment, never went: out of her Me- 
mory; ſhe alſo counted the number of Stairs as ſhe de- 
ſcended, and all this, with the Croſs ſhe had taken, 
gave her ſo ſtrong a Hope of diſcovering the Man on 
whom her Vengeance ought to fall, that ſhe attempted 
not to looſen the Handkerchief before her Eyes, nor op- 
poſe any of the Meaſures he took for the Concealment 
of himſelf. | e foal? | 
WHEN they were come into the Street, Leocadia 
had mentioned, you may now, ſaid Nodolpho, letting go 
her Arm, direct your ſteps where- ever you deſire, with- 
out fear of being followed; no indiſcreet Regards ſhall 
trouble your Retreat. Adieu, continued he, and if my 
punctual Obſervance of the Promiſe I have made you, 
may be looked upon as a Proof of my Regret for hav- 
ing offended you, you will make no Efforts to know 
who I am. | 7 ee, 
WITH theſe Words he turned from her, and ran 
down a Street which was behind that in which ſhe was, 
leaving her at liberty ro pluck the — from her 
Eyes, and return to her Houſe. But tho' he 9 _ 

V . | | orteit 
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forfeit his Honour in following her, he went not ſo 
far, but that he might with eaſe have heard her Cries, 
in caſe any Perſon ſeeing her alone at that time of 
night, had attempted to do her wrong, being reſolved 
to defend her, at the hazard of his Life; but after hav« 
ing liſtned a long time, and hearing _— that 
might make him think there was any Danger for her, 
he went home with a Soul full of Remorſe, Shame, and 
Grief. | N 
As for Leocadia, ſhe no ſooner found ſhe was alone, 
but ſhe took the Handkerchief from her Face, and 
without daring even to turn her Head, ran directly to 
a Church, which was in that Street, where having 
waited in the Porch ſome time, and looked round her 
on all fides, perſuaded that no Perſon had followed 
her, ſhe reſumed the way to the Houſe of her Father, 
whom ſhe found in a Conſternation, which is hardly to 
be equall'd, but can never be deſcrib'd. 
| THIS unhappy old Gentleman, whom the Raviſh- 
ers had left diſarm'd on the Ground, having rais'd him- 
ſelf, and ſeeing none near him but the Woman who had 
attended his Daughter, and who, from the moment of 


her Lady's being carry'd off, had been deprived of 
Speech, he went to her, and contributed all in his 


power for her Recovery ; ſhe at length came to herſelf, 
and they went together to Toledo, and into his Houſe, 
without either the one or the other, the whole way 
they walked, being able to give any Ceſſation to the 


Torrents of their Tears. Don Lewis ſent his People to 


all Parts, in hopes they might bring ſome Diſcoyery 
which way the Raviſhers had taken; but they all re- 
turning without being able to. hear any thing of the 
Perſons he deſcrib'd, he abandon'd himſelf to to the 
moſt violent Deſpair, not knowing what Courſe to take 


in this Extremity. He was waiting with. Impatience 


for the Day, that he might adviſe with his Friends, 
what was beſt for him to do; when about three a- Clock 


in the Morning, Eeocadia, by her Arrival, calmed a 


t part of the Agitations he had been in, | 
ALL the Family were up. when ſhe came, none 
daring to take any Repoſe at a time when their Maſter 
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was in Agonies, which would not ſuffer him to think 
of Reſt. She no ſooner knocked at the Door, than it 


was opened, and moſt of the Servants being in the Hall, 


every one was . eager to run to Don Levis, and give the 
firſt Intelligence of her Return. This tender Father, 
who never hoped to ſee her more, received her with 
Tranſports of Joy, ſuch as were near depriving him of 
the ſmall Stock of Breath he had lefr. But had he 
marked her Tears, the great Abundance which fell 
from her fair Eyes, while he held her in his Arms in 
the moſt ſtrict Embrace, he wou'd not have needed the 
help of Words to inform him what had befallen her. 
At firft ſhe anſwered his Endearments but with Sighs, 
and he regarding not thoſe Teſtimonies of her Grief, in 
the preſent hurry of his Spirits, ſhe cry'd out, Oh, my 
Father! moderate. thoſe precious proofs of your Ten- 
derneſs and Affection, I am no longer worthy of them: 
and if I come to throw myſelf once more. at your Feet, 
tis but to expire there with Shame and Grief. ; 

THESE cruel Words put a ſudden Check to the 
Satisfaction of Don Lewis ; but he was prepared for all 
before he ſaw her; he imagin'd nothing leſs than the 
worſt Calamity had happened to her, and now he did 
ſee her, he cou'd not totally be diſcomforted. Wil- 
ling, however, to know the whole Truth, he ordered 
all his People to leave the Room, and having ſhut him- 
ſelf up with her, commanded her to explain what had 
obliged her to ſpeak in that manner to him, and not to 
conceal the leaſt tittle from his Knowledge. 

ALL modeſt and timid, as Innocence is, it becomes 
bold, when it has nothing wherewith to reproach it- 
ſelf; and tho? Leocadia wou'd have bluſh'd to death, if 
any other had recited ſuch an Adventure before her, 
made no ſcruple of relating her own to Don Lewis, with 
that Simplicity, which is always the Companion of 
Truth, but cou'd not do it without manifeſting a Hor- 
ror at the Remembrance of what had been done; which 
made her Father tremble, left ſhe 'd not be able 
ever to overcome it. | | | > 

H E.cou'd not avoid being ſeized with the moſt poig- 
nant Concern and Rage, at fo cruel an Affront; _ 

the 
* 


* 


as i: dn 
the Condition ſhe was ing made him diſſemble it᷑ all he 
cou'd, and endeayour to Gnſole the beautiful A fflicted, 


5 by the moſt undeniable Proofs of paternal Affection. 


LEO CA DIA, ſaid he, Faults are perſonal, and Guilt 
belongs to thoſe who commit Crimes. The Misfor- 
tune that has happened to you, has not robb d you of 
your Wiſdom or Purity of Mind. You are no leſs 
worthy than before of the Blood whence yon ſprung, 
nor of the tender Care I ever ſhall have for you. 


As for the Revenge you ſeem ſv ardently to defire, ye 


muſt wait an Opportunity for it in a profound Silence, 
— According to your Report, and the Croſs which 


you ſhew me, your Raviſher is of a Rank ſuperiour to 


mine: if we make a noiſe of this Affair, and, de- 
manding Juſtice, produce that which may make him 
known, his Authority may perhaps render our Com- 
plainings vain ; and irritated by our Purſuit, he may 
attempt to vindicate his own Honour, by alledging 
things againſt you, which may caſt an everlaſting Ble- 


 miſh on yours; and we muſt then remain without either 


-—  Y our Shame is now without 


Glory or Revenge. 


Witneſſes, let us not call any if he, who has done 


you this Outrage, truly repents him of it, he will dread 
ſome Puniſhment from that unerring Judge, from whom 
no Crimes are hid, and whom he dare not contradidt. 
————— Thus, not knowing you, nor ſeeking to know 
you, and fearing himſelf, that ſo baſe an Action ſhou'd 
come to light, it will reft in the ſame Darkneſs in which 
it was committed, 
any indiſcreet Words, he has the boldneſs to make 
known the Adventure, then diſcovering who he is, 
without his being able to gueſs at us, you may depend 
on me to contrive means for 2 Revenge, wirhout 
obliging your Honour to be called in queſtion. | 
THEREFORE, my dear Leecadia, continued 
he, embracing her, be careful of this dreadful Secret, 
forget your Misfortune in the Carefles of a Father, 


who will never ceaſe to loye you, and remit the reſt to 


the omnipotent Supporter and Protector of Innocence. 
A Diſcourſe ſo wiſe and ſo judicious, worked the 
Effect it merited and expected. Leocadia found herſelf 


les 


But if, on the contrary, by 


NY. 
leſs unhappy in finding her Father become her Confo® _ 
ler. Her Diſaſter loſt great pert of its former Horror, 
now this dear Parent vouchſafed to be her Confidant 
and her Revenger; and therefore in obedience to his 
Will, endeavour'd nothing more than to baniſh from 
his Memory all Thoughts of this Adventure, and to 
ſem forgetful of it herſelf. 3% | 
BUT this Interval of Tranquility laſted not long, a 
little time after convinced her, that ſhe bore about her 
apparent Conſequences of that unhappy Accident; then 
did her Plaints and Lamentations begin again, with 
greater force than ever. Her Father, to whom ſhe diſ- 
covered the State in which ſhe was, had now not pow- 
er to calm the Exceſs of her Grief, However, as there 
was an abſolute Neceſſity of confiding in ſome one or 
other in this Extremity, Leocadia, by the conſent of 
Don Lewis, choſe from among her Women, ſhe, who 
had been preſent when ſhe was carry'd off; and whoſe 
Fidelity and true Attachment to the Family was well 
known to her. | —... 
THIS Maid, who had been brought up in Don 
Lewis's Houſe, had taken ſo tender an Affection for Leo- 
cadia, that nothing that concerned that Lady, cou d 
eſcape her Penetration, The profound Melancholy 
ſhe had been in ſince that Accident; the Sighs which 
every moment iſſued from her, the Tears ſhe frequently 
found her bathed in, had made her ſuſpect part of the 
Truth: but the Reſpe& ſhe had for her, obliged her 
to conceal her Sentiments, and had always hindered 
her from letting fall one Word, which ſhou'd make the 
other imagine, ſhe was more diſcerning than ſhe won'd 


have her. And when Leocadia, with Don Lewis, had 


taken a Reſolution to truſt their Secret with her, ſhe 
was much leſs ſurprized at the Knowledge of it, than 
ſenſible of this Mark of their Confidence. 2 
LUCIA, for that was her Name, aſſured her Miſ- 
treſs of an inviolable Fidelity, and promiſed to ſerve 
her on this occaſion with ſo much Zeal and ExaCtneſs, 
that no Perſon in the World ſhou'd be able to diſcover 
the State ſhe was in, nor that ſhe muſt ſubmit to in a 
{mall time. | 0 , : 


Vol, IV. „%%% as 


LG 
THIS new Confidant was a great Conſolation tot 
Leocadia; the Modeſty of her Sex not ſuffering her toil 
disburthen her Heart 1 to Don Lewis, ſhe found M3 
an Infinity of Faſe in ſpeaking without reſerve to her 
Friend. Lucia had that Title more than any of he Mt 
Domeſticks, being deſcended of a noble Family, by MW: 


poor, and that had obliged her Parents to put her to! 


- Perſon, whom, in all probabiliry, ſhe wou'd never ſet 


the Mother of Leocadia ; and being educated under her, MW: 
Was inſpired with the ſame Sentiments of Virtue and it 
Honour. She was ſome Years older than Leocadia; Mi 
which rendered her leſs ſcrupulous of ſpeaking freely 
her Thoughts to her young Lady, than that timidſWl 
Innocence, which looks on every little Liberty as e: 
Crime. | 3 

W HEN Lucia was entirely initiated into this MyſWi! 
tery, ſhe often made it the Subject of her Converſationſb 
with Leocadia; and this Lady, by being accuſtomed tit 
be entertained by her in this Affair, grew at laſt bod! 
enough to ſpeak of it herſelf, and confeſs to her, thoWit 
not without an Extremity of bluſhing, that the Reſped H 
and the Repentance that her Raviſher had teſtified in ac 
his laſt Action, had touched her Heart; and that, iW\ 
ſpite of the Horror this cruel Adventure had given her”: 
the had not for the Author of it that Hate ſhe ought A! 
have; and that ſince ſhe knew ſhe ſhou'd be a Mother 
it was not poſſible for her to maintain thoſe Deſires et 
Revenge againſt a Man who was the Father of the In 
fant ſhe was going to bring into the World. 

THESE Sentiments, which tho* they could not be the 
called the Effects of Love, proceeded from ſomethin tr 
8 to that Paſſion, and ſeemed ſo natuyſ* 
ral to Lucia, that finding but weak Reaſons to combaſ Ch 
againſt them, ſhe made uſe of only ſuch, as migh 
keep Leocadia from indulging a fruitleſs Flame for 


or. ſeeing, never know: and this prudent Girl knew {c 
well, how to infuſe into her Mind the Principles whic 
the thought wou'd be of moſt Service to her, that, b 
degrees, ſhe divided her Ideas, and preſerved all the 
Tenderneſs for the Child, while ſhe eſtranged fro 
her Heart all Vain Regards for the Father. *T'was thut 


* the 


TT . 


cadia preſented her Father with a Grandſon, whoſe 
Birth was celebrated only by a Torrent of Tears. 


f her the induſtrious Lucia, took ſuch juſt Precautions, that all 
„ but the reſt of the Family were entirely ignorant of Leocadia's 
1er to Diſtemper. Lucia had provided a. Nurſe long before the 
her, Mtime, to whom. ſhe ſaid, that a Perſon of her Acquain- 
e and Mtance, who lived in the Country, was to come and lie 
in at Toledo, and that ſhe wou'd bring her to her as ſoon 


reely Ms the Child was born; but that being the leaſt of her 


timidMlotentions, Leocadia was no ſooner deliveted than ſhe 


as book the Babe, and having carefully wrapt it up, put 
it into a little Basket, and caried it out of the Houſe, 


MyWii the fight of 2 body, who little ſuſpected what 
tion Burthen it was ſhe had under her Arm. She then gave 
ed ta it into the Charge of the Nurſe ; telling her, that the 
bold Mother expired in bringing it into the World, and that 
thofit wou'd be wholly inſignificant for her to go into a 


pet MW Houſe which was all in Confuſion, Theſe Words being 


ed! 9 with a large Purſe of Gold, prevented the 
it, ii Nurſe from concerning herſelf about the Truth of what 
1 her vas ſaid to her. Thus they parted ; the one with an 
ht t Affurance that ſhe wou'd be frequent in her Viſits ; and 
ther the other proteſting, ſhe wou'd take all poſſible Care 
es oi! the Charge committed to her. : 
NEITHER of them failed in the Promiſe made: 


e In | 

ach other ; the Tenderneſs of the Nurſe appear'd in 
ot be Countenance of the Child; and Licin, who went there 
hing three or four times every Week, had the Satisfaction to 
natuicquaint Leccadia, ſhe had not been deceived in the 
bal Choice ſhe had made. | "> I 
cull THIS beautiful Lady regained her Health in a 
for ort time, and all her Charms ſeem'd to ſhine with 


greater Luſtre than before her Indiſpoſition; but ſhe 


from the World, that her own Family were the only 
t, by Vitnefſes of the Progreſs of her Perfections. 4 
| thi_Yl DON Lewis, perceiving that ſhe grew now to an 
fromfſÞ:dvanced Age, for ſo they call it after fifteen, and 
rhug]®:t there was no Appearance of ever being able to diſ- 


the time paſſed on, 'till the hour arrived, when 2 


HOWEVER, Don Lexis de Zagreda, aſſiſted by 
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pafled her Days in fo cloſe a Solitude, and ſo ſhut up 
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| perſuading her to think on Marriage; telling her, if 
| the wou'd once reſolve to enter into that State, he 


they named Carlos, and the Affair was too beneficial to 


tion, with the greateſt Aſſiduity; but he was no ſoo- 


brought to his Houſe, as the Son of a Brother he had 


faſt above his Years, 


( 160 ) 


cover the Author of her Misfortune, was continually 


wou'd take care to provide a Husband for her, ſuch as 
The cou'd not but approve : but ſhe entreated and con- 
jur'd him, in ſuch preſſing Terms, not to conſtrain her 
Inclinations, which, ſhe aſſured him, were wholly a- 
verſe to any Engagements of that nature, that he at 
length gave over, and permitted her to live according 
to her own Humour. | | 

_ LUCTA fill continued her Viſits to the Infant, whom 


the Nurſe, for her not to do all the Offices of her Func- 


ner arrived at that Age, wherein Children are ordinarily 
taken from Nurſe, than Don Leis made him be 


in Valencia, who had been ſent to Toledo, to be brought 
up under his Care, | | | 
IN the Title of his Nephew, he was allowed ſuch 
Education, as befitted a Child of his Age and Condi- 
tion; Teocadia, who to the Eyes of the World appear'd 
but as his Couſin, took the extremeſt Care of him; 
and her Tenderneſs for him was the greater, as having 
no Husband to claim a part, he was the ſole Object of 
that Love her Heart abounded with. The Beauty of 
the young Don Carlos, the Vivacity of his Wit, which 
he made known even in the firſt Words he ſpoke, and 


[—_ 


the extreme Fondneſs he teſtified for Leocadia and Don Ml 0 


Lewis, rendered him ſo dear to them, that there were Nc. 
ſome Moments in which they heſitated, if they ſhou'd it 
be ſorry for the Accident, which occaſioned the Birth i tl 
of ſo 2 a young Charmer. y 
HIS Reaſon and good Underſtanding advanced ſo ¶ ti 
* Don Lewis found himſelf ob- to 

lig d to provide Maſters for him long before he attained 


to that Age, in which Boys are generally taken from i & 


the Tuition of the Women; and this early beginning, I pr 
render'd him at ſeven Years old, the Prodigy of the hi 
Time he lived in. It was then he began to make ap- ve 


pear part of thoſe Graces, which might be expected in ¶ tu 


M. 


| ( 161 ) 
Maturity. Beſides the Beauty of his Face, and 
the admirable Proportion of his Limbs, he had a cer- 
tain Air of Greatneſs, which diſtinguiſhed him above 
all thoſe of his Age, who were admitted to partake: 
of his innocent Pleafures, a Wit ſolid and penetrating, 
accompanied with the moſt charming Sprightlineſs, and 
ſomething ſo undeſcribably attractive in his Perſon and 
Actions, as made it abſolutely impoſſible to ſee him 
without loving, VV 'c 
H E had no other Likeneſs of his Mother, than ſome- 
what of the Air of the Family; and his Beauty being 
entirely different from hers, deſtroyed all the Ideas. 
that might be formed of a more near Proximity : but- 
this difference made Leocadia judge, that he reſembled 
his Father, and ſtrengthned inſenſibly in her Soul the 
Inclination ſhe had for the Father, without ever hav- 
had ing ſeen him, - | 5 
ught IF my Raviſher, ſaid ſhe to her Cenfidant, has: 
given me his Picture in this amiable Child, how un- 
ſuch happy am I, my dear Lucia, to have been able to in- 
ndi-ſpire him with no more than a blind, lawleſs, and tran- 
ard WM fent Paſſion; and how bleſt might I have been, cowd: 
im; have made him burn with a Flame more worthy of 
ving Wl me! — Oh! how ſhou'd I have loved him, con- 
t of Ml tinued ſhe, with a deep Sigh, and how greatly is my” 
of Fate to be deplored ! = | 5 
nich SEVEN Years being now entirely paſſed over in 
and Wl thefe Reflections and Regrets, and neither Leocadia 
Don or Don Zeavis her Father, yet able to diſcover any thing 
rere ¶ concerning her Rape, they began to loſe all hope of 
dit; and to ſuffer themſelves to be taken up with no o- 
irth ther care than that of the Education of Don Carlos, who 
was now their only Conſolation, when a new Misfor- 
{ ſo tune arrived to diſturb the Tranquility they expected: 
ob- to enjoy, | | ” 40a | 
ned THIS beloved Child was one Day diverting him- 
rom ſelf with ſome. of his young Companions, in a Place 
ing, pretty diſtant from Don Lecvis's Houſe, having with 
the him only one Valet de Chambre, who had Orders ne- 
ap- ver to be out of his fight, The Vivacity of his Na- 
in ture making him run too precipitately along the ſide 
A=. Vour BY, £3. _” 
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TEE (162) 
of a Road, he happened to fall down, in the inſtant 
that a Chariot, drawn with eight Mules, who ſeem- 
ed rather to fly than march, was coming that way, 
and in its rapid Courſe went over his Body, leaving 
him, in all appearance, dead. At this Accident, the 
Cries of the People, and of thoſe who were in the 
Chariot, obliged him that drove it, to put a ſtop to 
his Career. Then the Count de Rebeiros, a Grandee of 
Spain, and the Counteſs his Spouſe, to whom that E- 
quipage belong'd, deſcended haſtily from the Chariot, 
and excited by Compaſſion and Generoſity, ran to the 
ung Carlos, and took him in their Arms. His excel- 
lent Beauty, in ſpite of the Blood that diſcoloured his 
Face, ſo ſtruck their Eyes, and Grief for ſo ſad a 
Chance, had penetrated their Hearts with ſuch a Ten- 
derneſs for him, that they would permit no body to 
touch him, but themſelves ; and finding he had yet 
Eife in him, remounted with him, laying him acroſs 
their Knees, and, in that Poſture, carried him to their 
Palace, where they made him be put into a Bed ; and 
the beſt Surgeons were immediately ſent for, to take 
care of the Hurts he had received. | 5 
THIS amiable Child, who had regain'd his Spi- 
rits, by the tender Careſſes given him by the Count 
and Counteſs, remembered what had happened to him; 
and finding himſelf between the Arms of Perſons un- 
knowp to him, and in a magnificent Bed and Apart- 
ment, ſeemed neither abaſhe?. nor diſconcerted at it; 
but returned the Careſſes they gave him with ſo charm- 
ing a Grace, as perfectly aſtoniſhed Don Fernand de Ri- 
beiros, and Stephania his Spouſe ; who confeſſed, they 
had never ſeen any thing ſo worthy their Admiration. 
But giving Truce to their tender Civilities, that he 
might have his Wounds dreſs'd, they heard with an 
inexpreſſible Joy, that he had none mortal, having 
only ſome light Contuſions on his Body, and one Cut 
in his Head, which, thro' Care, wou'd be no way dan- 
gerous, and was the only Place, whence the Blood iſ- 
ſued, which had given them ſo much Terror for him. 
The Surgeons, however, after having applied proper 
things to him, ordered, that he ſhould not be obliged 
do ſpeak much. . | . 
| THE 


a> VWHIWMIk co emo i. A aww co #wm ao £aA a4 mc. ESE 2 1 mA ads cc _ cus 


Irrer 


=. - BY : 
THE Counteſs. de Rebeiros fat on the fide of the Bed, 
nor wou'd be ſeparated from him ; and as the Habit he 


an eleyated Condition, ſhe prayed him, kiſſing him at 
the ſame time with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, to tell her 
his Name, and that of his Family. On which, with- 
out the leaſt heſitation, and with an Air that charmed 
her more than ever, I am called Carlos, faid he, and 
am Nephew to Don Lewis of Zagreda, who loves me as 
his Son, and who, without doubt, wou'd have been 
already here, if he had been inform'd of this Accident. 
While he was ſpeaking, the Eyes of the Count and 
Counteſs ſwam in Tears, in ſpite of them; and they 
felt the ſame Emotions of Love, Admiration: and Com- 
en- paſſion for this charming Boy, as they wou'd have done 
to for one of their own Blood. 7 
yet HE had no ſooner named Don Lewis de Zagreda, 
roſs than the Count de Ribeiros, who knew him perfectly, 
ieir ordered a Chariot to be made ready to fetch him to his 
ad WW Palace, ©. 2 5 3 
ake IN the mean time, the Valet, who had been Wit- 
| neſs of the Misfortune of Don Carlos, not doubting but 
he was dead, and almoſt out of himſelf with Deſpair, 
ran home, and in the moſt frantick manner related the 
dreadful Tidings to Don Leavis, Leocadia was preſent 
when he came in, and forgetting all the Reaſons ſhe 
had to conceal how nearly ſhe 'was intereſted in his 
Fate, flew directly to the Place where the Servant 
told her he had Jeft him. A great number of People 


them, without Order or Congruity, the Accident of 


and Counteſs, every one relating it after a different fa- 
ſhion ; but Leocadia finding, in the end, that he was 
in their Palace, would have run thither on foot, 'tho* 
it was at a conſiderable diſtance, if Don Lewis had' not 
come that moment with his Equipage, and they wept 
together. | 5 TH WE” 

THEY entered juſt as the Count had given orders 
for the Chariot to fetch Don Lewis; and News was no 


the Counte 


came to receive them. 0 
. 1 


had on, was rich enough to make her think he was of 


having aſſembled themſelves there, ſhe was told by 


the Child, and the generous Behaviour of the Count 


fooner . him of their Arrival, than both he and 
5 : + 
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LY ( 164 ) 
I am extremely troubled, ſaid the Count to Don 
Leqwis, that to ſo unhappy an occaſion I owe the Ho- 
nour of ſeeing you here: but, Signior Don Lewis, be 
comforted, I aſſure you, there is nothing to fear, for 
your admirable Nephew ; with whom the Counteſ 
and myſelf are ſo much charm'd, that he is no leſs dear 
to us than to yourſelf, | 5 
VWHILE they held this Diſcourſe, and Don Lewis 
was replying with all the Reſpe& due to the great 
Quality of Don Fernand de Ribeiros ; the Counteſs 
embraced Leocadia, who having lifted up her Veil, diſ- 
covered ſo perfect a Beauty, that the other retreated 
ſome Steps, to ſatisfy the Aſtoniſhment the ſight of ſo 
many Charms had inſpired her with. Ah ! cry'd ſhe, 
renewing her Careſſes, has Don Lewis all this time 
concealed an Angel in his Houſe ? Has he been 
in Poſſeſſion of ſuch a Treaſure as this, and wou'd ſuf- 
fer none of his Friends to congratulate him upon it ? 
— Leocadia reply d to theſe Words, with a Wiſdom 
and Modeſty, which compleated the gaining of Ste- 
pbania's Heart, who, taking her by the Hand, con- 
ducted her to the Apartment where they had put Don 
Carlos, while the Count did the ſame by Don Leavis. 
WHEN this beautiful Child perceived them com- 
ing into the Room, he raiſed himſelf upon his Pillow, 
and ſtretching out his Arms, Signior, ſaid he, addrel- 
ſing himſelf to Don Lewis, the Parts I have ſuſtained 
are nothing in compariſon with the Honours I have re- 
ceived. from the Generofity of thoſe noble Perſons. 
Don. Lewis embraced him with Tears of Joy.; and judg- 
ing of Leocadia's Impatience,, withdrew to give her 
place. The Careſſes ſhe gave her Son, and thoſe ſhe 
received from him, were ſo lively and touching, that 
Don Lewis fearing they would appear extraordinary to 
the Count and Counteſs, who never had their Eyes off 
Don Carlos, endeayour'd to divert their Attention by 
ſpeaking in this manner. , h 
M Daughter, faid he, has taken upon herſelf the 
care of bringing up this Child ; ſhe loves him with the 
ſame Tenderneſs as if he were her Brother ; therefore 


the Tranſports ſhe is in, at finding him in a 2 
| 0 
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Don ſo much leſs to be feared than ſhe expected, cannot be 


Ho- wondered at. | | 
S, be I believe, there are none that can avoid loving him, 


5 for N reply'd Stephania; the firſt moment I beheld him, 1 

nteſs felt for him Sentiments equal to thoſe I muft have been 

dear WW inſpire with at the fight of my on Son, in ſo dread- , 
| ful a Situation.. Alas! continued ſhe, obliging 


them to ſit, every Look of his brings to my mind the 
fiſt Years of a Son ſo dear to me, that his long Ab- 


— It is now, purſued ſhe, burſting into Tears, near 
ſeven Years ſince he has quitted us in ſo cruel and ſo 
ſtrange a manner, as never will go out of my Memory. 
We were four Years without knowing to what Part of 


yet living 
he is in Flanders, we are not leſs afflicted by his obſti- 
nate refuſing to return. Pardon me, Don Levis, added 
dom MW ſhe, that I entertain you with things in which you can 
Ste- have no Concern ; but Don Carlos is the Cauſe, All 
on- his Perſon and his Behaviour are accompanied with 
Don Wl thoſe Graces I found in my Son, when of his Age; 
= and tho* he was twenty three Years old when he depart- 
2m- ed, yet had he not loſt that Delicacy in his Features and 
ow, MW Complexion, which I now ſee in this amiable Child, 
In fine, there is ſo perſect a Reſemblance be- 
ned WM tween them, as ſurprizes me, pleaſes me, and at the 
re- Wl ſame time pains me, | 


ns. DURING this Diſcourſe, Leocadia being a little 


Jg- WW recovered from the Trouble and Confuſion the Misfor- 
ner tune of Don Carlos had involved her in, began to be 


he more attentive to the Objects that offered themſelves 


at to her View. The Magnificence of the Apartment at- 
to trated her Eyes, and put her in mind of that where her 
off W Unhappineſs had commenced. She ſaw a Cabinet ex- 
by If =G&ly-reſembling that whence ſhe had taken the Croſs : 
| ſhe ſaw the Windows of the Room defended by great 
he Iron Bars from top to bottom, juſt as ſhe had found 
ne thoſe ſne had endeavoured to make her Eſcape from 
re ff the Night of her Kaviſhment. The Form of the 
on Chamber was alſo the ſame with that; the Door, the 

» 


ſence ſpreads a Night of Sadneſs over all my Happineſs. 


the World his Travels were directed; or if he were 
and fince we have been informed 
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Bed, and all the Moveables were alike placed; and 
the more ſhe looked about her, the more her Heart 
was agitated : but continuing to examine every thing, 
ſhe remembred the Tapeſtry, the Gold Fringe, the 
emboſs'd Work of the Chairs? which were of the ſame 
number with thoſe ſhe had counted that fatal Night; 
and all conforming with a Place ſo ever preſent to her 
Thoughts, an univerſal Shivering ſeized on every Part; 
and the laſt Words of Stephania compleating the Aſſu- 
rance of what ſhe cou'd not but before imagine, ſhe 


fell in a Swoon, in the Arms of that Lady near whom 
ſhe was ſitting. | : 


| The End of the Firſt Part. 
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VOL. IV. Paxr II. 


| "IM of the ©: 
SEVENTEENTH DAY. 


AO unexpected an Accident filled ęvery 
one with Surprize and Grief, Don Leuis 
ſuppoſing it only proceed from the Re- 
mains of that Terror ſhe had been in for 
| Don Carlos, intreated the Counteſs, that 
— tſhe might be conducted into another 
Room, for the Benefit of the Air, that being kept ex- 
tremely cloſe en account of the Child. Stephania, who 
had the ſame Imagination, made one of her Women 
take Leocadia under one Arm, while ſhe ſupported her 
under the other, and ſo led her into her own . 
ment, where was a large Balcony open to a magnificent 
Garden, 8 | | 
THERE, the Counteſs, aſſiſted by her Women, 
. unfaſtened her Garments, doing all they cou'd for her Re- 
covery; but perceiving, that the more of her was un- 
veil'd, the more Graces ſhe diſcovered, they cou'd not 
help giving her ſuch Praiſes, one to the other, as, had. 
| the been capable of hearing, would have made her al- 
moſt die with Shame. The ſweet Water, however, that 
they threw on her Face, and the Air, at length reſto- 
red her Spirits; and finding herſelf half naked _— 
8 ::- 
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8 (ö 8 
ſo many People, a modeſt Crimſon cover d all her Face, 
at the ſame Inſtant that a Torrent of Tears, too long re- 
ſtrained, burſt with the utmoſt violence, from her 
Eyes. The Counteſs was pierced to the Heart, to ſee 
her in this pity- moving Poſture, and tenderly kiſſing 
her; beautiful Leocadia, ſaid ſhe, recollect yourſelf, 
and calm theſe Tranſports of a Grief, for which there is 
no Cauſe; I do aſſure you, there is nothing to fear fo 
Don Cavlo#: diſturb not then, the Joy we have to find 
Him in fo good a State, by putting us into new Ap. 
prehenſions for you. 1 „ 
. LEOCADIA cou'd no otherwiſe reply to theſe oh. 
liging Words, than by kiſſing the hands of her who 
ſpoke them, and bathing them with her Tears; while 
at the ſame time, her Boſom ſent forth Sighs ſo deep, 
and in ſuch ſwift Succeſſion, as gave the other ſuffici- 
ent room to imagine ſomething of greater Conſequence 
to her, than the Indiſpoſition of Don Carlos, was the 
Subject of ſo extraordinary an Affection. In this Con- 
jecture, having made all her Women withdraw, ſhe 
took the diſconſolate Beauty in her Arms, and embrz- 
cing her with all the Marks of an unfeigned Affection. 
Charming Leocadia, ſaid ſhe, if the Agitations I ſee you 
in, are occaſioned by any Misfortune more conſiderabl 
than the Accident that has happened to your Couſin; 
and if you think I love, and am capable of ſerving 
you, I entreat, I conjure you to declare it tome, Ian 
_ reſoly'd, that neither you nor Don Carlos ſhall depat 
from my Houſe, till his Cure is fully perfected tw 
therefore, look on me as your Friend, —as your Mo- 
ther; in fine, as a Woman who feels both for you and 
him, the moſt tender Emotions. 
HO W happy wou'd it be for me, Madam, anſwer 
ed Leocadia, and how much more unhappy than it i 
now. miſerable wou'd my Condition be, if I were ſure 
you wou'd always retain the ſame Sentiments ! But 
continued ſhe, I muſt make a Proof of it, — my Fate 
obliges me to do it, whatever ſhall be the conſequenc: 
_ I have a Surprizing Story, Madam, to acquain 
| E with — I riſque every thing in diſcovering i 
bur 7 tage Goodneſs, and thoſe interior Motions 50 
| ſpeak of, in fayour of Don Carlos. makes me think! 
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cret I am about to confide in you — You may after- 
> wards make what uſe you pleaſe of it, and are at Iiber- 
ty, to communicate it to the Count your Spouſe, | 


derneſs, was greatly heighten'd by theſe Words, ſent 
for Don Leqvis, to come into her Apartment, and de- 


bl fired the Count to remain in that of Don Carlos, for 
Reaſons which ſhe bid her Woman tell him he ſhould 


eber be informed of. Her Will was punctually obſery- 
„ed; and as ſoon as Don Lewis entered, Signior, ſaid Leos 
cadia to him, it is now time to break that Silence we 
have ſo long preſerved ; but before I begin the Account 
I am to give, if you have about you the Jewel I com- 
mitted to your Charge, I beg. you will ſhew it to Ma- 
dam the Counteſs, perhaps ſhe may have ſome Know- 
* ledge of the Owner. | | | 


Diſcourſe of his Daughter; but knowing her Modeſty 
and Prudence, judged ſhe muſt have ſtrong Convicti- 


. ons to enable her to take ſuch a Reſolution; and imme- 
I diately took a Box out of his Pocket, which he always 


carried about him, and having opened it, preſented ta 
cM the Counteſs that Diamond Croſs Leocadia had taken 


"" from the Cabinet of her Raviſher, I never, ſaid he, go 
i without this, in hope the Juſtice of Heaven will, in 
* ſome lucky Hour, diſcover to me the Maſter. FH 


il 7 EPHANIA had no ſooner caſt her Eyes upon it, 
na than, without regarding the laſt Words of Don Lewis 
Have I, cry'd ſhe, ſome Knowledge of the 
Owner of this Croſs ! who can doubt it, fince it belongs 
to my Rodolpho! that dear Son of whom you heard me 
ſpeak——-it was a Preſent to him from the Queen, that 
Day that their Majeſties honoured him with the Order 
of Calatrava——lI thought he had taken it with him; 
and cannot comprehend by what Chance it fell into 
your hands. 3 | 

IT was by an Adventure, reply'd Leocadia, ſo cruel 
* to me, that I cannot remember it withour Horror. Then 
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!mou'd riſque yet more in keeping 8 — | 
Madam, added ſhe, permit my Father may come into 
this Room, and that he alone may be witneſs of the Se- 


"i STEPHANIA, whoſe Curioſity, as well as Ten- 


| =, 
DON Levis was in the utmoſt Conſternation at this 
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ever to a Perſon the moſt worthy in the World of him 


ER Lond. 
with a Voice frequently interrupted with Sighs, the re- 
counted all that paſs'd between her and her Raviſher, iſ ©'* 
not forgetting any Circumſtance which might prove C. 
the Truth of her Words, and the Manner by which en 
the came by the Croſs. The exact Reſemblance, con- bac 
finued ſhe, between the Chamber whence I took this Cat 
Jewel, and that wherein I found my Son, and that rol 
which you ſay is between the Features of your Son 
and this Child, and the time you tell me Rodolpho has hin 
been gone ; all ſerve to confirm me, I have no where 
elſe to ſeek the Undoer of my Honour. Fear, Hope, 7 
and Grief, on the firſt Suprize, threw me into the 
Condition you have ſeen : all that perplexes me, is that 
I paſſed that fatal Night, thro' a great Court, which 
at my Entrance to- day, I did not, and that, little expe&- 
ing the Diſcovery I have now made, I did not count the 
Number of the Stairs; but well remember thoſe my 
Raviſher made me deſcend were fiffreen, 
"TIS enough, cry'd the Counteſs, throwing herſelf, 
all in Tears, on the Neck of Leocadia; there needs no 
more to prove, it is my own Blood that runs in the 
Veins of Don Carlos — my immediate Inclina- 
tions for him, the Agonies I felt at ſeeing him hurt; 
the Pleaſure it gave me to embrace him, and the exact 
Similitude between him and Rodolpho, are greater Af: 
ſurances to me than all your Obſervations ——— My 
dear Leocadia, added ſhe, henceforward I ſhall regard 
you as my Daughter ; and as thoſe things which we call 
Misfortunes are ſometimes our greateſt Bleſſings, let us 
all join in Thanks to Heaven for this — Rodbl- 
pho, who, no doubt has ſuffered for his Crime, will 
find the Reward of his Sufferings, in being united for 


— and you my lovely Daughter, will tafte the Sweets 
of Happineſs in a more elevated Degree, than if you 
had never known a contrary State. | 
THEN, impatient that the Count de R#ejros was fo 
long ignorant of the Subject of their Entertainment, 
ſhe made him be called; and, without giving him time 
to ſpeak to Don Levis or his Daughter, recited to bim 
all that ſhe had learned from Leocadia, 

THIS Nobleman, to whom Honour was ever fi- 
55 | cred 


= 2:8 : 
cred, and who Iook'd on Juftice as a Virtue moſt Bed 
coming the Dignity of Man, had the. fame Sentiments 
on this Affair as his illuſtrious Spouſe ;, and as Nature 
had work'd no leſs ſtrongly in him at the fight of Don 
Carlos, he was as ſtrongly convinced of the Truths 
told kim. He embraced Don Lewis, and conjured him 
to forget the Crime of Rodolpho, ſince he wou'd make 
him repair it ſo gloriouſly to Leocadia, that nothing 
ſhou'd be _— to her Satisfaction. Then turn- 
ing to Leocadia, he gave her Careſſes not inferior in 
e Tenderneſs to thoſe ſhe had received from Stephania. 
But che Soul of this beautiful Lady was wholly diſ- 
ſolved in Joy and Gratitude ; ſhe threw herſelt at his 
. ect, in ſpite of the Efforts he made to hinder her ; and 
„ot being able to find Words expreſſive enough to make 
known what paſſed in her Heart, ſhe embraced his 
) WW Knees, then thoſe of the Counteſs, kiſs'd their Hands; 
f and in this dumb Rhetorick, teſtified, better than her 
Tongue cou'd have done, the Exceſs of her Content- 
ment. | - 
; AT laft, Don Fernand rais d her from the Ground, 
„and taking her in his Arms, and calling her a thouſand 
; (Wl times his deareft Daughter, entreated her to give over 
x 


her Tears, and her too great Reſpects; told her, he 

look'd on her Alliance as honourable, and that if there 
/ was ſome difference between his Eftate and that of Don 
Lewis, he thought himſelf happy in the Advantage, on- 
ly becauſe it gave him Power to render her one of the 
richeſt Women in all Spain. Theſe generous Expreſſi- 
ons cou'd not be unanſwered in the moſt thankful man- 
oer by Don Fewwis, who, in ſpite of the Nobility of his 

Blood, had never hoped to give his Daughter a Husband 

of the Rank of the Count de Ribeiros. WE 
WHEN the firſt Tranſports of Joy and Gratitude 

were a little over, Stephania told Leocadia, that ſhe 
had not been deceived in any thing ſhe had remark'd” 
in her Palace; that the Door by which Rodolpho uſed 
: {ordinarily to enter his Apartment, was in another Court, 
which had an Entry at the foot of the Stairs, the Number 
of which was as ſhe had ſaid. And 1 am no longer aſto- 
niſh'd purſued ſhe, at the ſtrange Faſhion in which he 
I auitted us, nor the obſcuze Meaning contain d in that 
Vor. IV. Qs Lettet 


85 | | ( 172) | 

Letter we found in his Chamber, after his Departure, te 
addreſs'd to his Father: according to the Date of tha; MW nc 
Letter, and the time of Leocadia s being carry'd off, i; N w: 
muſt be wrote the next Day after. We had been many i v 
days without ſeeing him, and our blind Affection ha- an 
ving given him too great a Liberty, we were beginning th 
to repent ourſelves of it, and _ greatly diſquieted a! 
to hear he had made choice of Perſons for his Compani- hi. 
ons and Friends, who were irregular in their Con- 
duct, and dangerous in their Principles; we were con- 
ſulting on Meaſures to draw him off from ſuch Society, 
when one of his People brought us a Letter which he 
had left on his Table. | | 

IN ſpeaking this, the Counteſs opened a little fill: 
rene Trunk, that ſtood upon her Toilet, and having 
taken out a Paper, read it to Don Lewis and Leocadia, it 

contain d theſe Words, x 


Tothe Count vs R 1BztrRO08% 
© My Lord, 


25 H E Folly and Wantonneſß of Youth have made 
pat me a(t in a manner ſo little Worthy of my 


Birth, or that noble. Education you have given me, 

« that I cannot without Shame appear Re your 
« Eyes, or remain any longer in Toledo ———— The Re- 
« membrance of my Faults fill me with ſuch an abun- 
1 dant Horror, that I ſhould think it happy for me, if 

i this laſt Night were the laſt of my Life — I there- 
© fore go to Search in other Countries thoſe glorious 
© Principles of Honour and Virtue you have endes- 
% voured to inſpire me with; — where, if my Re- 
<< morſe for what I have done does not quit me, at leaſt 
«* my Vices will not follow me, and you will have no 


further Cauſe to bluſh for having given tothe Would 


+: The unfortunate R oDo LP K0- 


TY THIS Letter, aid Don Fernand, involved us in 
the utmoſt perplexity; we cou'd not gueſs of what 

Fault, or-what Misfortune it was he ſpoke ; bur being 
1 noi 3 £4: 8 too 
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„Teo well aſſured his ConduRt had been irregular, I was 
not too ſorry, he had taken a Reſolution to Travel; as 
t ve cou'd not, on the moſt diligent Enquiry, hear to. 
hat Place he was gone, we concluded he went incognito, 
„nnd by a fictitious Name. —You muſt believe, however, 
» che Trouble it gave us both, eſpecially Stepbania, when 
d long courſe of time roll d on, without either-, ſeeing 
„ him return, or being able to learn the leaſt News con- 
- Lcerning him. ——— It is not yet three Months ſince 
nun Accident diſcovered to us that he was in Handers; 
ſince which we have wrote ſeveral Letters to him, fil- 
e led with Perſuaſions to return, but altogether in vain. 
He gives us for Anſwer, that Death would be leſs terri- 
„ble to him, than the fight of Toledo. But, continued 
the Count, he ſhall no longer be Maſter of himſelf, Þ 
t vill ſend; out my Gentleman Poſt to him, who ſhall- 
not quit him, till he has brought him to me. | 
THIS Reſolution of the Count de Ribeiros was 
immediately put in practice, the Gentleman was diſ- 
patched, with Letters the moſt preſſing that cou'd be 
and the moſt poſitive Command to Rodolpho to return. 
without Delay. While Don Fernand and Stephania were 
thus employed, Leocadia paſſed the time with Don 
5 Carlos, now giving a Looſe to all her Tenderneſs, and 
indulging herſelf for the firſt time in calling him her 
Son, and accompanying her Words with Millions of Kiſ- 
. Ws, all which the Child returned with the ſame Ar- 
„ dency; but not being accuſtom'd to the tender Title 
if ſhe gave him, and not daring to call her Mother, was 
- {demanding the Reaſon; when the Counteſs, having 
done writing, came into. the Chamber, and hearing the 
. Nvitty manner in which he queſtioned Leocadia, drew 
near to him, and taking him by the Hand, Yes, Don 
„ Carlos, ſaid ſhe, the incomparable Leocadia, is no long- 
oer your Couſin, but your Mother, nor muſt you call 
d ber by any other Name henceforth. _ 
THIS amiable Child, far from being aſtoniſh'd at ſo 


unexpected a Piece of News, ſtretched out his Arms to 


c 


: Leccadia, and repay'd with Uſury, all the Careffes. 
ud ſhe had given him: I am charm'd cry'd he, I am. 
of charm'd to find I have ſuch a Mother; —— but who- 


of hen is my Father? will you not give me a Father al- 
| | Vor. IV, e 


F 
fo Tes, I promiſe you, reply ' d Stepabria; who took Ml 
an extreme Pleaſure in hearing him ſpeak, and you ſhall N 6: 
know him very ſoon. „ 3 
| THE greateſt part of the Day was taken up in theſe 
Endearments ; and the Count and Counteſs being ab- I. 
ſolutely reſolved not to part with Leocadia, obliged her ¶ cc 
to confine to remain in their Palace, where they allot- MW w 
ted her a magnificent Apartment adjoining to their {MW m 
ewn ; and as Don Carlos ſeem'd roo far from them in be 
that of Rodolpho, they made him be removed to a fine i de 
Pavillion at the end of a Gallery which led to the Coun - h. 
dkeſs's Antichamber. In fine, nothing could be added 
to what the Count de Ribeiros and Stephania did, on this 
| Occaſion, to expreſs the real Affection they had both 
for the Mother and the Son; and Don Lewis, who 
wou'd not be prevailed on to ftay, returned to his Houſe, 
more overwhelm'd with Joy and Gratitude,than he had 
left it with Concern and Grief, De 
_ THE beautiful Leocadia wou'd have none of her 
ewn Women to attend her in this Palace, but the faith- 
ful Lucia; not only becauſe ſhe would not be too in- 
commodions to her generons Hofteſs, but alfo becauſc 
me would have none but that Confidant witneſs of 
what paſſed. The Hurts of the young Don Carlos were 
cared in eight Days, and his Health perfectly re-eftab- W wo 
liſhed. During this time, the Counteſs and her noble IM wh 
Spouſe having gained a more perfect Knowledge of ane 
Leocadia, regarded her as a Miracle of Wit and Virtue: Ho 
ker Sweetneſs and Complaiſance made her Miſtreſs of MW wa 
all the Hearts in that Pall and equally charming by MW the 
her Beauty, Character, and Accompliſhments, had no 400 
fewer Conqueſts than there were Perſons to behold her. = 
Don Lewis came there every Day, and not one paſſed 
over without his receiving Millions of Bleſſings from MW wh 
the Count and Counteſs, for being the Author of wa 
Perſon ſo every way compleat and perfect. | 
As ſhe play d to Admiration on ſeveral Sorts of mu: he 
fical Inftruments, and had the fineſt Voice in the World, the 
all the Evenings were devoted to that Amufement : and E 
tho', according to the Cuſtom of Spain, no Strangers qui: 
were admitted to thoſe Entertainments, yet Leocadia Ml lace 
did not want a great number of Admirers, among ger | 
| | * W 


* 


Tar) 
ol: MW ho were of the Blood of the Count or Counteſs de Ri- 
all beiros, and, for that reaſon, had the Privilege of ſeeing 
and hearing her, _ N 

IT was thus that they found Means to beguile the 
Length of time, which muſt needs elapſe before they 
could hear News of Rodolpho, which they all expected 
with a ſufficient Impatience, but Leocadia with the 
moſt, This lovely Creature now ſeeing herſelf at li- 
berty to purſue her Inclination, without any Shame, 
delivered herſelf up entirely to it ; but in the midſt of 
her hopes, of her being in a ſhort time the Wife of Ro- 
dolpho, the Fears of not being loved by him, mingled 
with thoſe other more agreeable Ideas; and as ſhe 
concealed nothing from her dear Lucia, ſhe often enter- 
tained her on this Theme, A vicious and ungoverna- 
ble Want onneſs, ſaid ſhe to her, enflam'd him once with 
a Defire of poſſeſſing me, without having ſcarce ſeen 
me; and, perhaps, after the firſt Tranſports, deteſting 
his Deportment, cou'd not ſee the occaſion of it with- 
cout Pain; and my feeble Attractions, far from giving 
birth to a laudable Paſſion in his Heart, have — 
ſe only Indifference, and it may be, added ſhe, with a 
f WW Sigh, Contempt. e bf 
e LUC14, who was of à gay ſprightly Diſpoſition; 
- WW wou'd not ſuffer her to continue in an Apprehenſion 
e which ſeemed to her to have ſo weak a Foundation; 
and ſeeing every thing ſucceed ſo much beyond their 
Hopes, gave herſelf a greater Liberty of Speech than 
f WH was uſual with her on this occaſion. I judge quite e- 
/ WH therwife, Madam, ſaid ſhe, of the Sentiments of Ro- 
of dolpbo : if the fight of you but for half a Moment in- 
1 


ſpired him with a Paſſton he was unable to reſiſt, what 
bal become of him, to behold thoſe thouſand Charms 
which he had not time then to examine? I rather ap- 
3 continued ſhe, laughing, that after what he 
| has been compelled to do by an imperfect fight of you, 
he will entirely loſe his Reaſon, when he ſhall view 
the whole Luſtre of your Beau y. 
BV ſuch like Diſcourſes, ſhe diffipated all the Diſ- 
quiets of her Miſtreſs, But while every one in the Pa- 
lace ſeem d to vye with the other in manifeſting _ 


__ —— —_ c 


ow ER 
Zeal and Attachment to the amiable Leocadin, the Gena 
tleman who was ſent to Nodolpho, found him at. Gaunt, 
where the Archduke then kept his Court: he was held 
there in an Eſteem and Conſideration which might have 
ſatisfied the utmoſt Wiſhes of a vain Heart, and cou'd 
not but have been pleaſing to his, if that which paſſed 
in his Mind had left any Remdfns of Self-love, But all 
the Honours he received from the Prince, the Friend- 
ſhips he had made with the Courtiers, and the Ainuſc. 
ments with which that Palace abounded, had not the 
power to eraſe the Memory of that laſt Night he had 
paſſed at Toledo: his injur'd Unknown purſued him every 
where ; the Sound of her Voice was perpetually in his 
Ears, and, in ſpite of the Diverſity of Places through 
which his Curioſity had carried him, the Rarities of 
Hay, and the Beauties of Nanre, he was always poſleſs'd 
by the Object of his Remorſe, and of his Love : and 
tho' his Love took riſe from that very Offence which 
ordinarily deſtroys it in other Men, it the more firml 
rooted it in him; and all the Circumſtances of that Ad- 
venture, which were never one moment from his 
Thoughts, making him appear hateful to himſelf, at 
the ſame time rendered the beautiful Occaſion more 
adorable.; and, in the whole courſe of his ſeven Years 
Abſence, he neither found any Ceſſation to his Grief, 
nor Abatement in his Love, | 
BU T that which greatly added to his Trouble, was 
the Aſſurance, that it was the Unknown who had taken 
the Croſs out. of his Cabinet, and, by that means, 


wou'd diſcover the Author of her Rape. He had laid 


it in the Drawer of that Cabinet, when he left his A- 

artment, in order to go into the Country. with his 
Friends, as he never took thoſe Marks of Diſtinction, 
when he went upon a Party of Pleaſure : and having 


the Key of that Chamber in his Pocket, no Perſon | 


cou'd have been in; it muſt therefore be the Unknown 

who had committed the Robbery, in hope of revenging 
what ſhe had ſuffered by him, Neither cou'd he flat- 
ter himſelf with-being conceal'd, if ſhe expoſed that 
Croſs; for tho there were many of the Order, his was 
adorn d in a peculiar manner, and much richer than any 


of 


la 
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A of the others; and being a Preſent to him from the 


Id ueen, would be known to the whole Court. 
ve WHEN he reflected on this, and that the Woman 


'd for whom he burned with the extremeſt Paſſion, ſhou'd - 
d know that it was Rodolpho de Ribeiros from whom ſhe had 


received fo unpardonable an Out-rage, he was ready to 
die with Shame and Rage, | 

THE Agitations of his Soul were the more violent, 
in that he had refolyed never to confide ſo far into any 
Perſon, as to truſt them with the Secrer of his Love 
and Grief. The ſtrongeſt Paſſions find ſome Eaſe in 
being communicated ; and as he refuſed that only Re- 
lief, he ſuffered himſelf to be continually torn with 
_ Emotions, as it wou'd be very difficult to de- 
cribe. - 

I T was in this cruel Situation the Gentleman from 


patches. It is ſo natural for thoſe whoſe Minds are 
wholly taken up with any one thing, to imagine every 
thing they hear or ſee has a tendency to that, that it is 


cret was diſcovered, opened the Letters with a Terror 
equal to his Impatience, That from the Count was 
in theſe Terms : EO | 


Po Ropor P HO DE RITIBEIROS. 


a N Affair of the moſt preſſing nature, and of 
S LY, near concern to both our Honours, obliges me 
(to command your immediate Return; heſitate not to 
8 © obey me, if either my Glory or your own have any 
fare in your Conſideration. 


Fernand de Ribeiros. 
la that of Stepbania he found theſe Words: 
JD RODOTIPNO DE RIBEIROS. 
0 16 HE Moment you receive theſe, my Son, quit 


the Place you are in, the moſt cruel Affront 


% 


his Father found him, and preſented to him his Diſ- 


not to be wondered at, that Rodoſpho, imagining his Se- 
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TOS) - 
in Nature demands your Preſence at Tvledo:and, ſince 
* we have only you to ſupport the Glory of our Blood, 
** ſhew yourſelf worthy of it, by your Eagerneſs to re- 
turn, if you would till find the fame tender Mother 
« you hitherto have done in 


THE Words Afront, Honour, and Glory, worked on 
| Rodolpho all the Effect they were intended for: he pre- 
ſently imagin'd his Father had received ſome Out-rage, 
and that he was called to waſh off the Affront in the 
Blood of his Enemy, In this Thought, an Ardency 
for Vengeance took up all his Breaſt : Let us go, cry'd 
he, and ſhew Don Fernand, that Rodolpho is his Son, 
But, Leonard, ſaid he, to the Gentleman that brought 
the Letters, can you tell me nothing of this Affair? 
have you no farther Inſtructions for me than what is 
here contain'd ? But he, who had Orders to diſcover 
nothing to him, reply'd, That his Commiſſion extend- 
ed no farther, and that all he knew of the Matter wu, 
that both the Count and Counteſs appeared greatly agi- 
tated when they put theſe Letters into his Hand, and 
had expreſly charged him, not to return without ef- 
fecting the Buſineſs he was ſent upon. There needed 
no more to oblige Rodolpho to depart ; full of Courage, 


of Reſpect and Love to his Parents, he haſted to give 


them Proofs of it: and it was in this only Moment, 

that'the Memory of his Unknown abandon'd him. f 
HE immediately put his Affairs in order, too 

Lea ve of the Archduke, and the other Nobility, with 

whom he had been intimate, and came Poſt with 

Leonard, who quitted him at a little diſtance from To- 

ledo, to Advertiſe the Count and Counteſs of his Ap- 
Ss 


TWO Months were elapſed fince the Departure of 
Leonard, and Stephania was expecting every Moment, 


when he appeared with the joyful Tidings. The Tranſ- 
ports of ſo tender a Mother, at hearing her dear and 
only Son was ſo near at hand, after an abſence of ſeven 
Years, might well be expected to engroſ her _ 

: | ; | ul, 


** 


Stephania de Ribeiro, 
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Soul, at leaft, for ſome time; but they had already 


reſolved in what manner they ſhou'd conduct the Plan 
they had laid, that her Emotions did not hinder her 


in the leaſt, from putting every thing in the order they 


had projected, „ 10 
SHE made Leocadia and the young Don Carlos retire 
into an Apartment on the other fide of the Palace, 
whence they were not to ſtir till the time they had 
concluded; and enjoined all the Servants to Secrecy, 
en every thing that had paſſed : which, every one 
boplag to have a ſhare in the Pleaſure this Accident 
wou 
punctuality. | 
IN fine, Rodolpho arrived, and tho* the Equipage of 
1 Man that rides Poſt con'd not have much Decorum, 


he wou'd not change it, that he might the better teſ- 


tify to the Count and Counteſs, the Haſte he made to 


obey their Commands. This Interview drew Tears of 


Joy and Tenderneſs from all Parties; and tho Don Fer- 


nand did his utmoſt to obtain his Gravity, he cou'd not 


reſtrain his Eyes from overflowing, when he beheld his 
Son at his Feet, = 


STEPHANIA embraced him a thouſand times : and | 
this ſeven Years abſence had made ſo advantageous an 


Alteration in his Perſon, that ſhe cou'd not help re- 
garding him with Admiration ; the Regularity of his 


Features, the uncommon Luſtre of his Eyes, the Ex- 
W atneſs of his Shape, noble Stature, and that Air of 
Grandeur which accompanied the leaſt of his Actions, 


made him appear no leſs accompliſhed a Man, than 
Leocadia was a Woman. But that which attracted the 
Eyes of both the Count and Counteſs, was, in ſpite of 
the Difference between Maturity and Childhood, the 
perfect Reſemblance the young Don Carlos had of him; 
and had they not been before confirmed by a thouſand 
Circumſtances of the Truths Lcocadia had told them, 


this of itſelt had been enough. 


THE firſt Tranſports of their meeting were no ſooner 
over, than Rodolpho entreated his Father to let him 


know by what manner he could prove himſelf worthy 
to be his Son, and repair the firſt Faults of his Youth, 


My Son, reply'd Don Fernand, J am ſatisfied with your 


| Obe- 


at laſt create, was obſerved with the _ utmoſt 
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CnYy- 
Obedience, and charmed with the landable Impatiencs 
you teſtify to anſwer the Demands of Duty and of Ho- 

nour; but the Affair, I wrote to you upon, is accom. * 
modated. I was not offended in ſuch a manner 2; . 

cou'd admit no other Satisfaction than the Blood of Mi!" 
the Offender: It was my firſt Emotions that diQated F 
the Letter you received, but I have now more calm Fi 

Reflections. However, I am not ſorry, I have adted "_ 

in that faſhion, ſince by it you are reſtored to your Fa- 8 


mily.— — Go, and take that Repoſe which is ne- m 
ceſſary after the Fatigue of your Journey * 


Tomorrow I will acquaint you with every thing you =. 
deſire to know. 5 1 „ 
RO DOLPEHO, who perceived his Father had no 
Inclination to ſpeak farther at preſent, forbore to preſ Mir 
him on that Article, and defired he wou'd permit hin 11 
only to change his Habit, and enjoy the barisfaction 

of paſſing the Remainder of the Day with his Mother, 
At theſe Words, he was conducted to his own Apart- 7 
ment, where all the ſad Ideas, which had ſo long tor- T 
mented him, and, but in the hurry of his Father's 
Commands, had known Ceſſation, returned with dou- 
ble Force into his Mind, on entering a Place which had 
been the Scene of that Crime, to which they owed 
their Birth. He cou'd not ſee again that Chamber and 
that Bed, [without being agitated with the moſt cruel 
Reflections His former Melancoly came now accom- 
panied with Horror, to which abandoning himſelf, he 
fell into ſuch a Condition, that had Don Fernand or Ste- 
phbania ſeen him that moment, it wou'd ſcarce have been 

poſſible for them to have known him. | 


THE Counteſs in the mean time, judging of the 
Suſpenſe Lecoadia muſt be in, had no ſooner quitted her 
Son, than ſhe went to her Apartment, where ſhe found 
her all in Tears, holding Don Carlos in her Arms, and 
begging of Heaven to inſpire Rodolpho de Ribeiros with 
the Sentiments of a Father for that amiable Child, 
Stephania entreated ſhe wou'd not doubt it, and Fhat ſhe 
wou'd uſe her utmoſt Efforts to compoſe herſelf, for 
the better Accompliſhment of the Deſign they had 
Formed. That beautiful Lady had been ſo ſtruck with 

the Cries of Joy, which reſounded through the Palace 
| Z | * pu 


© 


r 


on the Arrival of Rodolpho; and with the tan and 


ce 

o- iamultuous Emotions of Hope and Fear, at the Know- 
n. ledge he was ſo near her, and that the Criſis of her Hap- 
ag 


pineſs or Miſery for ever was now at hand, that her 
very Soul ſeemed all diſſolved, and ſtreaming at her 
Fyes, The illuſtrious Stephania was a long time before 
ſhe cou'd diſſipate theſe Perturbations ; but at laſt her 
Endeavours ſucceeded, Leocadia grew more aſſured, and 
comiſed to bring herſelf into a Condition to execute 
her Pleaſure, with all the Reſolution that was neceſſary 
for it, i | : | 
"THE Counteſs not being willing to give any Suſpi- 
cion to her Son by a too long Abſence, retired to = 
own Apartment, as ſoon as ſhe had a little ſettled the 
Mind of Leocadia; and Rodolpho, to whom the ſight of 
his Lodgings was a perfect Hell, was coming into the 
excellent Stephania's Antichamber the Moment ſhe en- 
tered, Don Fernand well knowing his Preſence inſpir- 
ed too great a Reſpect and Awe in his Son, to ſuffer 
him to expreſs himſelf before him with that liberty he 
wiſhed; was already withdrawn, leaving his Wife to 
at in what manner ſhe thought fit, for the better Ex- 
plication of Rodolpho's Sentiments. The Tenderneſs 
with which ſhe loved him, made her readily undertake 
this Task ; and, in order to oblige him to ſpeak freely 
to her, omitted no Careſſes that the fondeſt Mother 
ou'd beſtow: but taking notice of his profound Me- 
ancholy, ' Rodolpho, ſaid ſhe, the Joy I have to ſee you 
is far from being perfect, ſince I perceive you do not 
mare it with me. That gloomy Penſiveneſs and 
Languor, that ſits upon your Brow, makes me think 
e Houſe of your Father has no longer any Charms 
for you, and that you have left at Gaunt, or ſome other 
Place, Objects more agreeable. to your Mind than any 
you can find at Tbledo. = Bs 
| THIS Remark of Stephania's made Rodolpho ſigh, he 
ad not Command engugh over himſelf to conceal ſo 
violent a Grief as he was now aſſailed with; but con- 
raining it as much as poſſible, I ſwear to you, Madam, 
inſwered he, that Toledo contains all that is dear to me 
in the World; and that in all my Travels, I have never 
Vor. IV. 3 ſeen 
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(182) 5 
deen an Object capable of making me forget, even for « Ml | 
moment, what J left behind. , | 
THE Counteſs had a much better Gueſs than he 
imagin'd, at the Meaning of theſe Words, but reſolved ill 
to make him explain himſelf: And why then, reſumed Ml 
ſhe, are you not Tejoiced in ſeeing us again? yoda 
or wherefore did you quit us? For, in fine, Rodolpho, Ml \ 
continued ſhe, I cannot think but ſuch à precipitated Ill / 
Departure as yours was, muſt be occaſioned by ſome i 
very violent Diſcontent.._—— I know very well, MW / 
that on your firſt attaining to the State of Man, you led t 
a Life little worthy of you; and had Companions, who 
drew you into Irregularities I am-unwilling to mention f 
— but after all, my Son, I know no young Man il ® 
exempt from Faults; you ought not for that reaſon if C 
Have abandoned us. Cou'd you not quit your-Vices I t. 
without quitting a Father ak Mother, who ſo tender- f 
ly loved you, who were ever ready to forgive the falſe WW 2 
Steps you made ; and whoſe Example and Precepts 
might have reconducted you in the Paths of Virtue ? il 
SPEAK, my dear Rodolpho, nor | diſguiſe to me the 
Cauſe of a Departure, whichigave us ſo much Trouble, if 
lou have new nothing to fear from our Re- 
ſentments. We are fully convinced, you wil if 
repair all you have done, and one day give us much te 


more Happineſs than ever you did Diſquiet ther- th 
fore, you ought not to apprehend either Reproaches or 8 


Rigours from us, ——— Explain to me, I entreat, | 
conjure, I command you, the obſcure Meaning of that an 
Letter you left on your Table; and, if — fag any 
Sentiments of Duty or Penderneſs for a Mother, to 
whom you have ever been ſo dear, refuſe me not this 
none. 6 Sia fon, 

_ THIS prefling Solicitation threw: Rodolpho into the 
utmoſt Confuſion; the Tears which his Mother cou 
not reſtrain from falling, while ſpeaking: in this man. 
ner, made his flow faſt; and his Heart, which hal 
never yet disburthen'd itſelf in the Breaſt of any Per- 
ſon, found this moment a kind of Sweetneſs in the l. 
berty of doing it, at the feet of a Woman to whom ht 
uas bound by all the Ties of Blood, Nature, Dury 6 


Affection. Shame, however, made ſome Reſiſtance to 
the Deſire he had of complying with her Demands 5. 
and before he was able to declare the ſhocking Storys- 
looking on her with an Air the moſt ſad and piercing; 


Ah! Madam, cry'd he, what a Confeſſion do. you ob- 


lige me to make + 3 | 

WHATEVER it be, reply'd Stepbania haſtily, and 
willing to take advantage of the State ſhe ſaw him in, 
I again require it of you, and to embolden you to make 
it fully, J promiſe you an eternal Secrecy ; and that 
Don Fernand himſelf never ſhall know it, if it be any 
thing unfit for him to hear. 


THIS Aſſurance from a Mouth an which two 


ſo well depend, the Teſtimonies of her Goodneſs to him; 


and aboye all, the Hope he had of finding Eaſe in the 


Communication of his Grief, determined him to make 
the Diſcovery, He remained ſome time with his Eyes 


fixed on the Earth, and his Arms acroſs his Breaſt, de- 


noting the inward Perplexity he was in: at laſt chang- 
ing ſuddenly his Shoe Poſture, he addreſſed her in 
theſe Terms. ä . 

BELIEVE: not, Madam, faid he, that I heſitate 
if I ſhou'd obey yu. II ſhou'd be indeed unwor- 
thy of that Tenderneſs you have always ſhewn to me, 
if I ſhould any longer preſerve a Secret you are deſirous 
to be informed of. But, Oh Heaven ! how will 
the Reſpe& I owe you permit me to make a Recital of 
an Adventure, the moft fhocking in the World! —— 
But you command it in Terms not to be withſtood ; 
and the only Favour I entreat.of you is, that you will 
remember that you have done ſo. | 

THEN, perceiving ſhe was attentive to what he 
was about to ſay, he recounted the Rape of Leocadia in 


the manner it happened, and as ſhe had before related, 
with theſe Additions, of the Promiſe: he had made his 


Friends, his Horror for that Promiſe, and the Beha- 
viour, which was afterwards inſpired by his Regret, 
the manner in which he had deceived his Compa- 
nions, his Return to Leocadia, and his Diſcourſe with 
her. But tho' he took all Precautions neceſſary, to- 
make his Expreſſions ſuitable to the Chaſtity of the 
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noured by ſo unworthy an Action. 


me at my Return. But, methinks, rep 


I gave you my Promiſe not to make you any Reproach- I tu 


I endure; to my Misfortune, I love and adore the Ob- 
ject by whom I can never be but hated. — The Re- ¶ De 
ſpect I have for her, is greater than the Out-rage I have ſh * 


prehenſions that, by the means of that Croſs ſhe took 
away, ſhe may one Day diſcover the Author of her 


. moſt unworthy of Mankind, by the only Woman ny 


ſecuting his Diſcour 


T7 
Fars of thoſe who heard him, he could not ſpeak of i 
the Violence of his Deſire, and the Tranſports which Ml © 
compelled him to ſuch an Action, without bringing b 
Bluſhes ſeveral times on the Face of the virtuous Ste. tc 
pbani. However, he continued his Narration, and c 


concluded it with the Reſolution he took the ſame t! 


Night, to go out of Spain, and rather abandon every ſe 
thing, than remain in a Place which he had diſho. 


THIS, Madam, faid he, is the Truth of what you Ml 
commanded. me to reveal; and the only Cauſe of ny B 
quitting you, and of that Melancholy yu obſerye in Ml 7 

y'd the Coun- Wi "* 
teſs, Time might eraſe the Memory of this Accident; fe 
and tho 2 Crime was of the moſt grievous kind, 1 
hope ſo long a Day of Penance, may be ſome Attone- Wi 
ment for it. — It is true indeed, continued ſhe, le: 
that I did not expect an Account of this kind; but aN 


es, I ſhall be ſilent on that Topick, _ 
ALAS! Madam, cry'd he, my own Reflections ſl fre 


are ſufficiently my own Tormentors ; cou'd it be pol Nef 
ſible, that any thing cou'd be added to the Heinouſ: Wi 


neſs of my Crime. Yet is Remorſe the leaſt of Ills that 


done her ; and as nothing wou'd be ſo happy for me a Wo" 


to know her, if there were a Poſſibility of her For- ch: 


giveneſs; ſo nothing is ſo terrible to me, as the Ap- the 


Wrong, and curſe Rodolpho in her nameleſs Raviſher, 
I confeſs to you, Madam, that I can ſcarce retain my 
Reaſon, when I reflect, that I am conſidered as the 


Fate will ſuffer me to adore. „ 
A thouſand Sighs now ſtrove for Paſſage in the Breaſt 
of the amorous e and e e bile from pro- 
e, Stephania was touched ſo ſen- 

fibly with the Condition ſhe ſaw him in, that had it 


not 


(185) 
ce not been for fear of diſobliging the Count, ſhe had 


calmed all the Diſorders of his Mind, by acqua inting: 
him with what ſhe knew; but as ſhe was unwilling. 


Ste. | g | | ; 
and ceal the Contentment it gave her to hear him ſpeak in 
ame this manner, and aſſuming an Air altogether grave and 


very ſeriouss © = 


o. THE Paſſion, faid ſhe, you have for this unknown, 


is no leſs ſurprizing, than falling in. Love after Death 


_ But I wou'd adviſe you, my Son, to:make uſe of all 
en your Reafon for tlte extinguiſhing a Flame, which muſk 
un. tender you unhappy, if indulg'd. If fhe 2 have of- 
nt. fended, had been of noble Birth, havin authentick 
i Teftimony againſt you as that Crofs, her Parents 
ne. vou'd have endeavoured to revenge the Wrong, or at 


he, leaſt have gbliged you to repair it, by making her your 
e Wife: ba ſeven Years jo paſſed ſince this Adven- 


1 ture, and we have heard nothing of it; ſhe muſt doubts 
leſs be ſome inconſiderable Creature, and took the Croſs 
ns from you only as the Price ſhe thought due for the loſs 
of. of her Innocence. Or, perhaps, continued ſhe, ſhe 
ul. may by this time be dead, But whatever ſhe be, 
at I would have you think of her no more; Time eraſes. 
b. WM every thing, and I hope will cure you of ſo fruitleſs a 
« ¶ Deſire, and put you in a Condition to accept a Spouſe 


worthy of you. Be aſſured, my dear Rodolpho, I ſhall: 
omit nothing, that may ſerve to diſſipate thoſe melan- 


45 

. Ncholy Ideas; and, among other things, will engage. 
p- the Daughter of Don Leqvis de Zagreda, who is one of the 
3k moſt amiable young Ladies in the World, and a dear 


Friend of mine, to permit you to- be preſent at the 
Pleaſure ſhe gives us ſometimes with the ſweet Accents 
of her Voice: tis the only Conſolation I have taſted 
fixce your Departure, and I flatter myſelf, it will be 
1 - bv inconſiderable one to you. But tis late, added ſhe, 

I'wou'd have you retire, and not ſhew yourſelf in pub- 
& lick, till the Count has communicated fomething ta. 
„Jou he woud have you know. 0 
. RODOLPHO let her know by his Anſwer, that 
it this laſt Order was unneceſſary, and that Solitude had 
i Vor. IV, X 3. . more 


I to infringe her Orders, ſhe conſtrained herſelf to con- 


with a Perſon one never had any Tenderneſs for in Life... 
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more Charms for him, than either the Court or City. 


He returned her Thanks for all the Tokens ſhe had 
given him of her Goodneſs ; but at the ſame time teſ- 


tified a great Indifference for the Amuſements ſhe of- 
fered him; and then took his leave, that ſhe might 


o to Bed. | | 
BU T Repoſe was a thing ſhe could not reſolve to 


take, till after ſhe had viſited Leocadia, and given her 
a faithful Account of what had paſſed ; finding an ex- 
treme Pleaſure in being the firſt that ſhou'd inform her 


ef the Sentiments of Rodolpho: the Count, who was 
there before her, was charmed at the Recital, and Leo- 
cadia appeared no leſs ſenſible than ſhe ought. All 
their Meaſures being taken for the next Day, Don Fer- 


nand and Stephania with-drew to their Chamber, inor- 


der that Leocadia might enjoy the Sweets of that Reſt, 
which the Confuſions of her Mind had ng time 


denied. f 


BUT Joy was now a greater Enemy to Sleep, than 
Grief had been; this beautiful Lady had ſo much to 


think upon, ſo much to ſay, that the Night was too 


ſhort to give vent to half the Tranſports of her Soul; 


the Morning found her thus employed, and the faith- 


ful Lucia had enough to do, to perſuade her to Mode- 


ration, that ſhe might be able to ſee Rodolpho, and ſup- 


port the different Agitations the ſight of him muſt of 
neceſſity create. That young Nobleman paſſed his 
Hours in his ordinary melancholy Reflections; and the 
Count and Counteſs were the only Perſons who enjoy d 
a perfect Tranquility. The Return of ſo dear a Son, 
and the Certainty of his loving her they had deſtin'd 
for him, entirely baniſhed all their Inquietudes. 
THE Counteſs employed the greateſt part of the 


Morning in ſeeing Leocadia dreſs d in the moſt rich and 


becoming Faſhion that can be imagin'd ; the Seams of 


her habit were covered with Pearls and Rubies, her 
Hair was partly looſe, and flowing with a ſtudied Neg- 
ligence over her Shoulders; the other was tied up in 
Putts, between every one of which were large pendant 
Diamonds, of a prodigious Luſtre, and glitter'd round 
her Head like the Stars in Ariadne's Crown, In the 

5 N middle, 


2 + & wow 

middle, juſt above her Forehead, was placed a Trian- 
le of Jewels in form of a Tiara, which being compoſ- 

ed of different precious Stones, ſuch as Emeralds, To- 
as, Jacinths, Rubies, and Saphirs, had ſuch a beau- 
tiful Variety in their. mingled Blaze, as both pleaſed 


and pained the Eye at once. Her natural Charms, 


thus embelliſhed by all the Ornaments of Art, ſhe ap- 
peared the moſt lovely and moſt dazling Object that 


ever was beheld, Stephania put about her Neck a fine 


String of Diamonds, to which hung the Croſs of the 
Order of Calatrava; but becauſe this extraordinary 


Ornament ſhou'd not be ſeen till they ſhould find a 


proper time, the String which held it was ſo long, 

that it fell upon her Stomach, and was concealed by 

a rich Mantle thrown acroſs her Shoulders for that pure 
ole. . | | | 


THE yeung Don Carlos was alſo magnificently ha» 


bited, and nothing was wanting to inſpire Rodol- 


pho with Admiration, both of the Mother and Son: 
who, far from imagining what was preparing for him, 


was all this while in the Apartment of the Count. This 


tender Father, to amuſe him, entertained him with a 
thouſand different Adventures, that had happen'd a- 
mong Perſons of their Acquaintance, ſince his Depar- 
ture; and then beguiled the time till it was convenient 


to go into Stepbania s Apartment, with queſtioning him 


on what he had ſeen in his Travels. | 

WHEN they came into that Lady's Apartment, 
they found her alone with her Women, and the Con- 
verſation was but juſt began, when a Servant came inte 


the Room, and ſpoke ſomething in a low Voice to the 


Counteſs. Let her come in, anſwered ſhe aloud ; You 
know, I am never ſo much engag d, to refuſe Admit- 
tance to ſo dear a Friend, My Lord, continued ſhe, 
addreſſing herſelf to the Count, it is the incomparable 


Leocadia, who is come to dine with us. With theſe 


Words, ſhe roſe from her Chair, and the Door being 
immediately opened, Leocadia appeared, more charm- 
ing by her native Lovelineſs than by the Magnificence 
of her Habit: the had the young Don Carlos in her. 


Hand; and the Counteſs embracing her, How happy 


am I, ſaid he, my deareſt Leocadia, that you are come 
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ts participate with us in the Pleaſure of my Son's Re: Ml, 
turn. See, Madam, continued ſhe, preſenting him to MW, 
her, that Rodolpho, of whom. you have ſo often hear Ml, 
me ſpeak, and whoſe Abſence I have ſo long deplored. 0 
LEOC ADA ſaluted him, without making any il, 
Anſwer to the Counteſs; and being ſeated near her, 0 
began to entertain her in a half Whiſper. As for Ro- er 
dolpbo, all his Senſes ſeemed ſuſpended at this charm. i 7, 
ing Object; he had never imagin'd, there; was any t. 
thing ſo perfect in. the. World, and regarding her with M 
ſo great an Attention, he ſaw nothing elſe about him. by 
BU Don Fernand relieved him from this Extacy, by Nc. 
making him take notice, that. the little Don Carlos Ml; 
ftretch'd his Arms out to him: this Action, which had n 
not been premeditated, a little diſconcerted the Count I be 
and Counteſs, and particularly his Mother; but every th 
one conſtraining themſelves as much as poſſible, they ¶ hi 
turned their Obſervation entirely on Rodolpbo; who, Ml wi 
ſtooping to embrace Don Carlos, had no ſooner caſt his if he 
Eyes on him, than it was not in his power to take them an 
off : his Beauty, his graceful Air, and the tender Careſſes ¶ be 
he gave him, made him feel ſomething thro* his whole fa 
Erame, to which all his Life hitherto he had been a po 
Stranger. The Reſemblance he found in him of him- K. 
ſelf, ſtruck him with a mixed Aſtoniſhment and Ten- MW an 
derneſs; and, in ſpite of him, made ſome Tears fall to 
from his Eyes; and not able to reſt in theſe Agitations, ¶ de: 
Madam, faid he, turning to Stephania, is this amiable WM w: 
Child of your Blood I ſee an Air of the Fa- ¶ to 
mily in him, which ſurprizes me; and my Heart, me- ¶ his 
thinks, tells me I ſhall hear ſtrange things. I know MW Br 
not, cry'd Don Carlos haſtily, but I wiſh you were the MW du 
Father that Madam the Counteſs promiſed me. Wii 
THESE Words touch'd Leocadia, in ſuch a man- Mag 
ner, that her Face was in an inſtant bath'd in-Tears, Hart 
My Lord, ſaid ſhe to Rodolpho, forcing herſelf to ſpeak, if 
my Son is ignorant of the Author of his Being, and 
you muſt pardon his indiſcreet Wiſhes. The Accents 
of that Voice were too preſent to Rodolpbo not to be re- 
membred ; and if the little he had ſeen of Leocadia, 
and feven Years Abſence had made her Features not 
| abſalutely known to him, her manner of ſpeaking, was 
| EET 0 E s. 


UH a 
Re: WM not in the leaſt forgot. His Confuſion encreaſed the 
n to Ml more he reflected, and without ſuffering Don Carlos to 
eard quit his Arms. What, Madam, ſaid he, is this your 


ed, Ml Son, and does he not know his Father? How unhap- 


any W py muſt be the Man who is ſeparated from a Wife and 


her, Son, ſo perfectly charming! This is anAdventure,anſwer- | 


Ro- ed ſhe, too melancholy for our Entertainment, in a Day of 
rm. Joy ſuch as this; and I beg, you will excuſe the Tears 
any WW that ſo crnel a remembrance forces from me. In ſpeaking 
vith this, he let the Mantle fall off her Shoulders, as if 
1.. by Accident, and diſcoyered the Croſs of the Order of 
by N Calatraua. Rodolpho more aſſured than before, that he 


ls was not. deceived in the Sound of her Voice, was ani : 
nad Wi mated by Emotions the moſt extraordinary that cou'd _ 
unt be; and more carefully examining her whole Form, 


ery the Croſs immediately attracted his Eyes, and threw 
ey ff him into ſo. prodigious an Aſtoniſhment, that he was 


his Ihe? What is it I hear? Then turning his Eyes about, 
em and ſeeing the Count and Counteſs in Tears, and the 


es WY beautiful Leocadia with her Head reclined, and almoſt 


le faint; Juſt Heaven! added he, can what I think be 
12 poſſible? Ah! continued he, throwing himſelf on his 
m- Knees with the utmoſt Agonies of Love, Hope, Fear, 
n. and Wonder, put an end, I beſeech you, I conjure you, 


all i to the Uncertainty I am in tell me, if my Deſires 
1s, deceive me? or, if I am happy enough to It 
le I was not in his power to — what he was about 
a- i to fay, a Storm of riſing Sighs ſtop'd the Paſſage of 
e- W his Words, and were near depriving him alſo of 
Breath, when Don Fernand de Ribeiros, not able to en- 
1c dure ſo moving a Spectacle; Preſumptuous Rodolpho, | 
(id he to him, with a Voice in which Tenderneſs had 
„a greater Share than Anger, Behold the Affront thou 
s. art to waſh away behold the Honour thou 
„ Irtt to repair —— behold to what thy Glory and 
d ours excites thee, and either die, or acknowledge thy 


Wife and thy Son. Theſe Words in a moment diſſipat- 
ed all the Obſcurity of his own Ideas, and abandoning 
himſelf wholly to the Exceſs of his Joy; What, is it 


Lit you, the divine Object of my moſt violent Paſhon, 


wholly unable to diſſemble it. What is it I ſee, cry'd 
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Kr ſaid he, to Leocadia, ardently kiſſing her Hands? 
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to whom I owe my Blood and my Life? And is thi 
lovely Child the Son of the Criminal Rodolpho? 
THEN taking Don Carlos again between his Armz 
and putting him in thoſe of Leocadia, he embraced th 
one and the other with Tranſports ſo vehement, 2 
tho he wou'd have inſpir'd his Soul into them at eye. 
ry Preſſure, Yes, my Son, ſaid Stephania, Heaven he 
puniſhed your Crime ſufficiently in your Remorſe ; and 
what has made you wretched, now makes you happy, 
DURING all this Diſcourſe, Leocadia was in; 
Condition very difficult to expreſs, and not having the 
power to bring forth one Word, made known only by 
er Eyes the Emotions of her Soul. Rodolpho appeared 
too amiable for her not to follow with pleaſure the ln 
clination ſhe had for him; but when ſhe perceived that 
 Tenderneſs, which the ſight of Don Carlos had inſpir- 
ed him with, and the Confuſion the Sound of het 
Voice had put him in, Love, Joy, and Hope threy 


all her Spirits in ſo great a Hurry, that ſhe had much en 
ado to recover herſelf. 5 Bl 
RODOLPHO, who judged the Situation of her" 
Mind by his own, conjured her not to refuſe his Ca 
reſſes; My dear Leocagia, ſaid he, tis no longer anWb* 
un worthy Raviſher that preſents himſelf before you, | 
tis the moſt reſpectful and ſubmiſſive Lover ; — . 
"tis a Husband, who, with all the Ardour of an honour- th 
able Paſſion, comes to drive that which has offended 7 


you far from your Remembrance "Tis no longer 
in the Horrors of Darkneſs he hides his guilty Love, by 


but in the Face of Heaven, and the Preſence of tho: b 
who gave him Being, that he ſwears to you an invio- 
lable 'Tenderneſs ; — that he gives you his Faith, 1 


and demands yours. . 
THESE tender Proteſtations having, in ſome * 


meaſure, reſettled the Calm in Leocadia's Soul; And Þ 
it is, anſwered ſhe, giving him her Hand, in the Pre. ©: 
ſence of thoſe you mention, and with the Conſent of N 
him to whom I owe my Birth, that I receive, with tir i 
extremeſt Joy, the Faith you offer me, and engage min: » 


to you, | | ne os „ 
THESE Words, and the obliging Look that 4, © 
companied them, compleated the Satisfaction of ** 
TEE BI | | © 00] 


J 
o; every thing he ſaid, every thing he did, teſtify d 
he moſt perfect Love, the moſt perfect Gratituds 4 
nd the Count de Ribeiros, having ſent for Don Levis, 
ho choſe not to be prefent at the firſt Diſcovery of this 
yſtery ; that venerable Gentleman appeared, whom 
duo oho no ſooner caſt his Eyes upon, than he imme» 
liately knew, having had time to conſider him while 
his Emiſſaries, with their Swords at his Throat, kept 
im from defending his Daughter: Ah! my Lord, 
ty'd he to him, advancing with open Arms, how 
guilty does your Preſence render me! and how little 
am I worthy of the Bleſſings Heaven has this Day be- 
Rowed upon me ! But, continued he, if to have given 
the incomparable Leocadia, my Heart and my Faith, be 
not a ſufficient Attonement for my Crime, take my Life, 
my Lord ; I will yield it with pleaſure, ſo by it I may 
purchaſe your Eſteem. God forbid, reply'd Don Lewis, 
embracing him, that I ſhould ſhed the leaſt Drop of 
Blood which is become ſo dear to me : let us talk no 
more of Guilt, or of Revenge; Don Fernand having 
taken Leocadia for his Daughter, I can no longer re- 
gard you but with the Eyes of a Father. 
IT was in this Inſtant, that the Palace of the Count 
reſounded with a thouſand Acclamations of Joy, and 
that theſe five illuſtrious Perſons delivered themſelves 
up wholly to the utmoſt Exceſs of Love and Tender- 
a bag The Careſſes Rodo/pho gave to his Wife and Son, 
ve. by turns, at laſt permitting Don Fernand to inform him, 
joſel by what means Leocadia was brought to their Houſe; 
o- all the Teſtimonies, by which ſhe endeavour'd to prove 
ih, MW the Truth of her Adventure, were nothing in compari- 
fon of thoſe lively Emotions the force of Blood excited 
meat the ſight of Don Carlos. It was with Wonder and 
und with Reverence, Rodolpho reflected on the Conduct of 
re. Providence in this Affair: but theſe grave Conſidera- 
off tions giving way to the tender Impatience e Paſ- 
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the ſion, for the full Accompliſhment of his Happineſs, 

ine he entreated Don Fernand de Ribeiros, and the Father 

of Leocadia, not to attend any Formalities which might 

ac. retard it. To this they readily conſented, and the 

ſame Night Leocadia and he were united by * 
| | w hic 
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which can never be diſſolved but by Death. The, 
| Paſſion for each other was not more wonderful in the 
Birth of it, than it was in the continued Progreſs thio 
their whole Lives; their Conſtancy, Fidelity, and 
Tenderneſs rendering celebrated for the preſent, and 
memorable for the future, the Effects of Love and 
Nature. | Fs 


THIS is indeeed, ſaid Urania,the moſt ſingular and 
the moſt touching Hiftory I ever heard; and I believe 
it no otherwiſe poſſible to prove to the beautiful Ar- 
life, how greatly we have been mov'd with it, than by 
the Tears ſhe has ſeen us ſhed, I proteſt to you, ad- 
ded Thelamont, that I found it impoſlible to reſtrain 
mine, and I have been, as it were, divided between 
my Concern for the Fats related, and my admiration 
of the manner of relating them. SE 
ABOVE all, interrupred Orophanes ſmiling, me- 
thinks the Lady has diſcovered an Infinity of Delicacy, 
in making us 1 the Crime of Rodolpho, without 
doing it in any Terms which exceed the Bounds of the 
moſt ſtrict Decorum. | 
IN fine, cry'd Felicia, to hinder Orophanes from ſay- 
ing any more on that head, ſhe knows how to touch, 
and intereſt our Paſſions, without wounding our Mo- 
deſty; and I think Camilla had reaſon to deſire ſhe 
might ſpeak a long time, fince it is in her power to ac- 
quit herſelf ſo well of the Task. 3 
ALL the Company, in their turns, expreſſed the 
Pleaſure ſhe had given them ; and this amiable Lady 
was obliged, in ſpite of her Efforts, to het thoſe Praiſ- 
es which were due to her Wit, and the Graces which 
accompanied every thing ſhe ſaid : but reſolving, if 
poſſible, to turn the Converſation another way, You 
do not remember, interrupted ſhe, with a gay Air, 


Jogiums on me, and that Urania and Thelamont ought to 

be the ſole Objects of their Attention. 

WE wou'd be thoſe of their Eſteem and Friendſhip, 

ſaid Urania, and we cannot more deſerve it than by the 

 gJuftice we do your however, ſince your 241 y fi- 
| | 5 | ences 


1 


that Alcippe and Liſimond came not here to liſten to Eu- | 
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lences our Inclinations, we muſt agree to what you 
deſire. bp ” Ts 9 
As our Company is now pretty extenſive, cry'd Ce- 
ſmena, methinks it wou'd not be. amiſs for us to di- 
vide; and that to leave Horinda in more Tranquility, 
one part enjoy d the Remainder of this fine Day in the 
beautiful Gardens of this Houſe, and the other remain 
ed here. I perceive, anſwered Plorinda, that you are 
impatient to make Alcippe and Liſimond witneſſes of all 
the Charms this Dwelling abounds with; which, I 
aſſure you, I am ſo far from oppoſing, that I was this 
moment going to mention the ſame thing, but it is on 
this Condition, that thoſe who quit me ſhall hold no 
other than general Converſation in this little abſence, 
and ſhall reſerve every thing that I am a Stranger to, 
till their Return. I promiſe you that, ſaid Urania, riſ- 
ing to accompany Celemena, and that if we are inſpired 
with any agreeable. Thoughts, you ſhall be the Miſtreſs 
of them when we come back. At theſe Words, Thela- 
mont, followed by Crophanes, Orſamnes, and Alphonſo, 
with Urania, Felicia, Camilla, and Celemena, conducted 
Alcippe and Liſimond into the Gardens: Areliſe, Silviana, 
Julia, Hortenſia, Eraſmus, and Melantus ſtay'd with 
Florinda, tho that beautiful Lady wou'd fain have per- 
_ them to have participated of the Pleaſure of the 
ol = | | | | | 
THE Lovers of Silviana and Areliſe were charmed 
with Urania's Retreat; that obliging Lady having 
ſhewed them the Gardens, the Wilderneſs, and great 
number of fine Grots and Caſcades, carry'd them thro? 
all the Apartments; but when they entered the Li- 
brary, and ſaw the great Choice of learned and ele- 
gant Books, Alcippe could not retain his Acclamations, 
and entreated Urania and TheJamont, to permit him and 
Areliſe the Happineſs of repairing often thither, to the 
end, they mi þt inſtruct themſelves in what they were 
2 — call to memory, that which they had 


already been acquainted with. | 


THIS modeſt Demand was not unanſwered by the 
Owners of the Place, who knowing perfectly well how 
to do Juſtice to Merit, teſtified to Alcippe, in the moſt 

Vor, IV, 8 ob- 
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Sbliging Terms, the Pleaſure his Requeſt had given 
them: but not willing either he or Liſimond ſhou'd be 


too long depriv'd of the fight of Areliſe and Silvana, 


they reconducted them to the Apartment of Florinda, 
where they found by the Twilight, which now took 
place of the Sun's Beams, they had ſome- what abuſed 
the Permiſſion ſhe had given them. p 
EVER Y- one being ſeated as before: We are in- 
chanted, (aid Liſimond, with all that we have ſeen ; 
and if it wou'd not be accounted an extravagant Wiſh, 
I wou'd pray for nothing with more Fervency, than 
that this delightful Dwelling might remain to the end 
of Time, to ſerve as a perpetual Monument to the Glo- 
ry of Urania and Thelamont, = | 
NOTHING can be more obliging than what you 
ſay, reply'd -Thelamont ; but we muſt not flatter our- 


- Felves with a Fate different from others, nor that this 


Houſe will be reſpected by Time, above the magnifi. 
cent Cities which once gave Laws to the greateſt pait 
of the Earth, and have now not the leaſt Foot-ſteps te- 
maining. 555 
THAT Reflection gives me no little pain, ſaid 
Sulia ; I want, methinks, to fee in Reality ſome Marks 
of thoſe Places, of which Hiſtory gives us ſo glorious 
T 5 
OU then wou'd have been extremely charmed, 
reſumed Thelamont, to be preſent at a Diſcovery made 
ſome Years ago, in the Land of a Gentleman of Cotar- 
tin near Valone; a Diſcovery which has occaſioned ma- 
-ny fine Diſputes among learned Men, without any of 


them being able to make the thing perfectly plain. The 


— Fact is this: 


COTANTIN is a length of Earth that extends itſelf 
to the Sea, in the Province of Normandy : In this Coun- 
try there are ſeveral little Towns, Boroughs, and Vil- 
lages well peopled, -and the Land carefully cultivated, | 

roduces, in great abundance, all things neceſſary far 
the Subſiſtence of the Inhabitants. A Gentleman of 


Falone was ſo exttemely pleaſed with the Situation of 


the Place, that he employed Workmea to build a on 
76 | x1e 


0 * ( 195 ) | : 
2 b. tle there: as they were digging pretty deep, in order 
„eto lay the Foundation, they found ſomething that re- 
ſited, and turned the Edges of their Spades; and al- 
er having ſcraped away the Earth, diſcovered a ſolid” 
uſa and regular Building, many Foot under ground. The 
i Gentleman being inform'd of it, commanded no Da- 
mage ſhou'd be done to the Building, and that they 
ſhou'd purſue their Work in digging gradually all along 
the ſides of it, let the Extent be never fo great. With 
an infinite deal of Labour and Expence, they at laſt. 
diſcovered a Theatre ſpacious enough to contain five- 
or ſix thouſand Perſons to be placed commodiouſly. 
Every Body was extremely ſurprized at this Novelty ; 
the Governour, and the Intendant of the Province, 
came immediately to look upon it, and the Court no- 
ſooner heard of it, than Orders were ſent to the Troops, 
and to the Peaſants of the Place, to work Night and 
Day; and lay the Earth all open round about; ima- 
gining, that as there was a Theatre, there were alſo o- 
ther Buildings no leſs worthy of the Search. 
THIS ConjeQure proved not fabulous; ſeveral ve- 
ars i large and magnificent Baths were diſcovered, a Fort, 
: or kind of Cittadel, the walls of which were {ix Foor 
thick, in ſome places twelve Foot high, and in others- 
geg. eighteen or twenty; many Porches and Gates half ru- 
ined; and in fine, moſt certain Marks that this had 


_m been a very great and beautiful City. Theſe conſide- 
na. ble Remains of Antiquity made ſome imagine, that 
* this was the ancient City of Alonee, of which Cæſar 
The ſpeaks in his Commentaries, the Capital of the Peo- 
| ple who were called Yenelly, or Unelly, the Name of Va- 
lone ſo nearly reſembling that of Alonee ; but there were 
cir no certain Proofs of it, neither does any Hiſtory inform 
un- us how that great City came to be deſtroyed, any more 
72 than by what Accident, or in what time this of Cotan- 
eg, was ſwallowed up. On ſeveral of the Edifices, there 
far were Inſcriptions in the Celtic Language, but ſo defaced 


of by Time, that it was impoſſible te find out in what 
of! Lear they were erected, or under whoſe Government. 


THIS Diſcovery is extremely curious, ſaid Orſam- 
nes, and well deſerves the Notice of ſpeculative Per- 
Vor. IV. Sz :- ſons; 


— = 


- — 
* * — — 


— 


| 


— * _ — a 
N * 


R 


ä - Vans. 
o 4. —_ * 


rr 

C 
HS n — 
— - . ” a 4” 1% — © wa , 


. — 1 * Nr 
* — * 


ſons; as wou'd alſo the Revival of many other great 
Cities ; ſuch as the ancient Perſepolis, Babylon, Troy, Spar- 
ta, Athens, and the famous Carthage, of whoſe Situation 
we know no more than by Conjecture, nor of divery 
others which have been deſtroyed, either by War, Fire, 
or the ſhaking of the Earth. | | | 

I ſhou'd think it a little unjuſt, added Eraſmus, if 
the Work of Man ſhould laſt for ever, when Man him- 
ſelf does not. They live in the Memory of others, re. 
ply'd Julia, and may be ſaid never to die, ſince Hiſtory 


and Tradition tranſmits their Names and Actions from 


Generation to Generation. 


WHAT lia ſays, interrupted Urania, is beyond 
all Contradiction; and methinks it is a great Conſola- 


tion, as well as an Excitement to Virtue, that thoſz 


who by their worthy Deeds merit an everlaſting Remem- 


brance, are certain of being perpetuated in Hiſtory. 


W E have proved it ſo by our Quotations, ſaid Oroph4- 


mes ; and I read yeſterday, a little Paſſage which deſerves 


to be ranked among the moſt noble of thoſe we have 
recited. Monſieur de Villeroy, Miniſter and Secretary of 
State, who died at Raan in his 77th Year, on the 12th 
of Decembey 1627, was the Favourite of four of our 
Kings, whoſe greateſt Affairs, for the ſpace of 53 Years 
went entirely through his Hands, and were conducted 
by him in ſuch a manner, as drew from the Mouth of 


Henry the Great, theſe memorable Words; The whole 
I Buſineſs of the Kingdom, ſaid he, is that of Mon- 


« fieur de Villeroy; he is indefatigable, he labours in- 
4 ceſſantly, and never does any thing but well.” And 


again, when this illuſtrious Miniſter fell ſiek, and Hen- 


ry feared he was paſt Recovery, I know not, ſaid he, 


which of the two Lives is moſt neceſſary to the 
Good of the State, that of mine, or that of Mon- 
«© ſieur de Villeroy; whenever he dies, there can be no 


« Reparation for his Loſs, becauſe his Knowledge is 
< infinitely beyond what is to be found in all our 
* Books,” , „ 
THESE are Praiſes, continued Orephanes, which 
render the Giver and Receiver equally immortal : a Mi- 


* 


niſter ſuch as Villeroy, merited ſuch a Maſter as Henry to 


eommend his Abilities, and a Monarch ſuch as _ 
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deſerved ſuch a Miniſter no leſs faithful and zealous 
than Yilleroy. | 
IT is true, ſaid Eraſmus, when Princes neither will 
command, nor be pleaſed with any thing but worthy 
Actions, they will always find good Counſellors ; the 


Monarch's Example is the Biaſs of the Minifter, as- 
that of the Miniſter is the Rule by which the inferi- 


our Courtiers and Officers are ſway'd. Hiſtory, theres 
fore, cannot too often repeat the Praiſes due to Men 
juſtly qualify'd for great Employments ; it fires the: 
Succeflor with a generous Emulation to deſerve the- 


ſame, and puts to ſhame any Emotions which might 


lead him to Actions that wou'd derogate from his Glory-. 


IT muſt be confeſs'd, added Cælemena, that Praiſe- 


is part of the Wages of Virtue; and a Prince can make 
his Juſtice appear no better a way, than. by a punQual; 


Payment of his Debt. But thoſe Favourites who ſerve. 


not only through a Principle of Duty, but are alſo at- 
tached by a particular Friendſhip and Tenderneſs to: 
their Royal Maſters, methinks, can never be too much 
extolled : the little Hiſtory you recounted: Yeſterday 
of Zopirus and the King of Perſia, touched: me in the 
moſt ſenfible manner; and tho the Severity of that 


General's Deſtiny preſented him with an Occaſion the _ 
moſt dreadful that can be imagined, of manifeſting his 


Zeal ; yet there is ſomething ſo pleaſing y Hcy in 
the Adventure, as entirely takes off all the Horror of it. 
WHENEVER Affection is joined to Duty, re- 


ply'd Thelamont, a Subject is capable of undertaking. _ 


any thing for his Sovereign: This is a Rule which 
holds good in all Times, and among all Nations, L 
know another Example, which in its kind, merits no- 
leſs to be remembered with everlaſting Praife than that 
of Zopirus. „ 

K A MHI, the preſent — ror of China, having been 
told, that Wine, when drank to exceſs, depriy'd Peo- 


ple of their Reaſon, had a mind to make an Experi- 
ment of the Effects of this Liquor on himſelf: and in. 


this Reſolution, made choice of a Mandarin, for whom 
he had a very great Friendſhip, to be Partaker with 
him in this Debauchery ; and having. commanded the 
. You, IV. - | $ 3. _. - mY 
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Miſchiefs occaſioned by it. 


CVVT 
fineſt European Wines ſhou'd be brought into his Cham- 
ber, had large Veſſels filled our, and bid his Favou- 
rite drink with him. The Mandarin, who knew not 


v hat Effect it might produce both on the Emperor and 


himſelf, repreſented to him, in the moſt reſpectful 
Terms, the Hazard both his Glory and Health muſt un- 


dergo in making this Proof. But the Emperor conti- 
nued obſtinate in his Deſign, and the other had no re- 


medy but Obedience: they drank, the Favourite pre- 
ſerved his Senſes, but the Emperor became ſo intoxi- 


cated, that he fell into a profound Sleep, from which 
nothing cou'd awake him for many Hours, 


THEN the Mandarin perceiving that the Emperor 
had taken an extreme Plea lhre in the Taſte of the Wine, 
and that it had not produced in him any ill Quality, 
ceaſed to diſſuade him from any farther uſe of it; and 
this gave occaſion to many and dangerous Debauches, 
in which he was always a Party. But more ſerious Re- 
flect ions afterwards taking place, he began again to re- 
monſtrate the Danger of this pernicious Liquor, and as 
he was very learned, repeated many Inſtances of the 


to all he alledged, and wou'd not be prevailed upon to 


$9 one Night to Bed, without having his Fill of the 


eloved Juice. | | 

THE Mandarin beheld it with an extreme Grief, 
and finding all his Efforts for the reclaiming his Royal 
Maſter were in vain, had recourſe to a Stratagem, for 
the Prevention of what his Love for Kambi, made him 


fear, wou'd one Day prove a very __ Misfortune. 
E went into the Chamber o 


having told them, that the Emperor was entirely over- 


come with the Strength of the Wine he had drank, 


made them a long Detail of the many dreadful Conſe- 


quences which had attended this Vice, and then repre- 


ſemed how much more dangerous it was in a Prince, 


who had the Life and Death of thouſands in his power, 


than in a private Man, whoſe Miſchiefs cou'd extend 


but to a narrow compaſs: he brought, among others, 


the Example of that famous Conqueror Alexaxcer, of 
whom their Annals make mention, who in his Wine 
| . ra com- 


But the Emperor was deaf 


the Eunuchs, and 
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(199) : 
committed the moſt barbarous Actions, ſet on fire the 
great City of Perſepclis, condemned many innocent per- 


ons to death, and flew his beſt Friend with his own 
Hand. He painted all theſe Diſorders in ſuch lively 


Judge, continued he, if we have not every thing to 
fear from our Emperor, whoſe 'Temper being naturally 
violent, when inflam'd by Wine, may be tranſported 
to the moſt dreadful Acts, from which not thoſe he 
favours moſt will be, r exempted: to prevent 
therefore, added he, any of theſe terrible Accidents, 


beg you will load me with the heavieſt Chains can be 
rocured, and put me in Priſon, as under Sentence of 


Death, by the Command of his Majeſty; this done, 
leave me to manage tlie reſt, which I doubt not ſo to 
do, as ſhall cure the Emperor for ever of this dange- 
rous Habitude; | | .- 
THE Eunuchs truly alarmed at the Picture which 
the Mandarin had given them of- the Miſchiefs might 
happen thro' the Drunkenneſs of Kambi, performed 


what he defired with all Exactneſs. He was in the 


Priſon of the Palace when the Emperor awoke, who 
| finding himſelf alone, called for the Chief of the Eu- 


nuchs, and demanding of him where the Mandarin was 


gone; Alas! reply'd he, with all the Marks of the ex- 


tremeſt Sadneſs in his Countenance, he remains in the 
Priſon to which your Majeſty has doom'd him, till the 
Sentence of his Death ſhall be executed. 


THE Emperor was in a ſtrange Conſternation at this 


Diſcourſe : Ha! Priſon ! cry'd he; What Priſon ! 
What Death ! — Then retreating, as it 


were, within himſelf, for ſome Moments, he endea- 


voured to call back ſome Remembrance of this Adven- 
ture; but not being able to comprehend any thing of it, 
he ordered the Mandarin ſhou'd be brought before him. 
He came and proſtrated himſelf at his Feet as a Crimi- 
nal, who expects every inſtant the Concluſion of his 


Fate, Who has pur thee into this State? ſaid the Em- 


peror : And wherefore are theſe Chains upon thy Legs 
and Arms ? 8 | 
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Colours, that none heard him without trembling . and 
when he had brought them to the Point he deſired, 
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I am wholly ignorant of the Cauſe, N he, with 
a well -diſſembled Terror; I know only that your 
Majeſty has commanded it, and I attended my Death 
when they took me out of Priſon, and brought me once 
more to behold rhe Light of the Sun, and the Eyes of 
my more adored Emperor. Kambi was now more aſ- 
toniſhed than before; he again endeavoured to recol- 
le& himſelf, but not the leaſt notion occurring, either 
of the Mandarin's Fault, or the Puniſhment he had in- 
flicted on him, he no longer doubted but that the Fumes 
of the Wine had obliterated every thing that had paſ- 
| ſed; and the Horror of having been capable of treating 
in that manner, and without cauſe, a Man ſo dear to 
him, threw him into the utmoſt Confuſion. He made 
his Chains be immediately taken off, and having em- 
braced him, ſent him from his Preſence ; but tho' the 
Dignity of his —_— wou'd not permit him to ac- 
knowledge what he believed was the Truth of this Af- 
fair, yet he reſolved to be guilty of the like Violence 
no more; and ever ſince, has avoided all Exceſs with 
the utmoſt Care. | : | 
| THIS Moderation is entirely owing to the Zeal of 
the Mandarin, who run the hazard of his Life, if this 
Stratagem had been diſcovered ; the Pride and Paſſion 
of the Emperor being ſuch, as wou'd never have ſuf- 
fered him to have forgiven an Impoſition of this kind, 
I know not, therefore, if this Action may not be put 
pretty near upon a Parallel with that of Zopirus; the 
one riſquing as much as did the other, and being in- 
ſpired with the ſame Zeal, tho' on a different Motive, 
and on a different Situation. ä , 


THIS Paſſage pleaſes me infinitely, ſaid Camilla, 
becauſe it confirms the good Opinion I am inclined 
to have of the Chineſe: that Nation ſeems to have a 
peculiar Delicacy in all they think, and in all they | 
undertake. | 

I am perſuaded, interrupted Felicia, that the Chi- 
neſe merit this Prepoſſeſſion; but it muſt be confeſs'd, 
that the farther off we are from any thing, either in 


Time or Place, the more we are liable to admire: as we 
* Es know 


nn) 
know them no other ways than by the Recitals given of 


— them, theſe Recitals fill us with Ideas of them, which 
each perhaps, we ſhould entirely loſe, on a nearer acquain- 
once Nrance with them. The Belief we give to Hiſtory, im- 
es of prints in our Minds ſuch amiable and puiſſant Images of 
eat. Ihe great Men of Antiquity, that if any one ſhould ad- 
col. Mile us to moderate our admiration of the Roman Gran- 


leur, or the Heroes of Greece, I really imagine, we 
ou'd not avoid treating them in the ſame manner, as if 
they attempted to derogate from our own Glory. 


— NOTHING is more certain, added Hortenſia, and 
tins Nowe may prove it to ourſelves, by this Remark ; 
b 'S That if we find an Author gives a ſimple or ordinary 


Character of thoſe Perſons we have a high Idea of, we 
cannot read it with patience ; and tho the Poem has 
a thouſand Graces in it, we look over it without Plea- 
ſure, if we do not find it ſpeaks of an Alexander, a Ca- 
ar, an Auguſtus, a Lewis XIV. a Charles of Sweden, or 
any other ſuch great and wonderful Men, according to 
the Opinion we have imbib'd of them. 8 . 
I find this Obſervation very juſt, ſaid Sieania, with 
of Ihe moſt agreeable Smile; and I aſſure you, I ſhou'd 
his have 2 kind of Deteſtation to a Painter who ſhou'd re- 
on I preſent the 2 Cities of Antiquity as ſo many 
u. little Villages, or ſhou d diminiſh the leaſt thing of that 
famous Carthage, of which we ſpoke a while ago, and 
Fs of which I have erected in my mind the moſt noble and 
he beautiful Idea. | 8 | | 
ALL the Company fell a laughing at the manner 


e. Din which Silviana defended this Argument; after which, 

eply'd Thelamont, If the Painter, ſaid he, ſhould pre- 
ſent you with Carthage as it was in its beginning, he 
wou'd not be guilty of a Crime in not ſhewing it with 


4 chat Magnificence ir afterwards acquired. This City 
was originally founded by Dido, the Widow of Sichellus, 
and called Birſa; but when it augmented in Riches and 
* Power, the Name was changed to that of Carthage. 
Denis of Halicarnaſſus has remarked,. that it was 
built 38 Years before the firſt Olympiad, ho Years before 
he Foundation of Rome, and 370 Years after the De- 
ſtruction of Troy. VVV ; 


Ian. 


(-208-F- 
T am always diſcovering my Ignorance, interrupte( 
Camilla; but ſince it is with a deſire of being inſtruc. 
ted, Tam not in the leaſt aſham'd of it, nor fear the 
Cenſure of this learne1 Society, when I ask what was 
the Origin of the Olympiads, and how many Years do 
they include, „ pes 
II is eaſy to ſatisfy you in that Particular, my dear 
Camilla, reply d Alphonſo : Olympia was a City of Pelojo- 
neſus, in which they celebrated every five Years cer. 
tain Games and Combats, where, for the moſt part, 
the Cree, carry'd away the Prize. Theſe Games were 
called Olympic, after the Name of the City; and, un- 
der the Reign of Foathas, Son of Ozias King of 7u- 
dea, Tphites ſovereign Maſter of the City of Ele, in- 
ſtituded the firſt Olympiad, as a certain Epoch for the 
Calculation of Time, the Olympic Games being cele- 
brated every five Years, they cou'd not be deceived who. 
reckoned from 5 to 10, and ſo on. This ſame lite 
alſo made a Decree, by which it was ordained, the 
Greeks ſhould meaſure their Time no other way; and it 
was then, that they put a new face on their politicil 
Affairs, and began to write their Hiſtory; all that was 
recited before the firſt Olpmpiad being fabulous, or at 
leaſt too obſcure to be dependedꝭ upon. 

IHE Romans, added Thelamont, who have been ex- 
act Imitators of the Greeks in every thing they found 
excellent or particular, in their Laws and Cuſtoms, in- 
ſtituting the Inftrum, which was the ſame Term of 
Time that the Olympiads were, 130 Years after the Death 
of Lycurgus the Legiſlator. Theopempus King of Lacede- 
monia, created five Officers called Ephores, to whom 
he gave part of the ſovereign Power; and, in imitation 
of this, the Romans created their Tribunes, and gave 
them the like Anthority. h 5 
I cannot without Aſtoni ſhment, ſaid Celemena, te- 
member the Ruin of that famous Republick, ſo well 
eſtabliſhed, ſo wiſely govern d, and ſo full of the great- 
eſt Men. rg | 

I T is true, reply'd Thelamont, that nothing can be 
more ſurprizing than the Accidents which brought on 
that Deſtruction. However, when one examines ever) 
_ thing with Care, one ſhall find it was . 1 
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ou'd be otherwiſe ; Ambition, Envy, Jealouſy hay: 
ing corrupted the minds of thoſe, by whom alone it 
cou'd be ſupported. Mithridates, King of Pontus, hay- 
ing gained many Battles over Ariobarzanes, King of 
Cappadocia, and Nicomedes, King of Bithynia, both of 
yhom were Friends and Allies of the Romans; and 
aving driven them from their Kingdoms, theſe gene- 
tous People declared War againſt the Conqueror, and 
gave the Command of the Legions to Lucius Sylla. 
CAIUS MARIUS, one of their moſt experienced 
Chiefs, and who had been already fix times Conſul, and 
as often triumphed for the Succeſs of his Arms, jealous. 
„of the Preference which the Senate and the People had 
given to Syl/a, who had been Lieutenant under him, 
formed a very powerful Party, by the aſſiſtance of Sul- 
jitius, orie of the Tribunes. Sy//a perceiving their In- 
tent was to deprive him, if poſſible of his new Honour, 
aſſembled all his Friends in Oppelition to thoſe of Ma- 


* ius; and the number of the latter was ſo ſuperior to 
* the other, that they were entirely put to ſilence; and 
n Marin being baniſhed Rome, took Refuge in Africa. 

icil STL L A, having thus overcome his Enemy at home, 
is went into Aſia with a very formidable Army, where he 


fought Mithridates, obtained a compleat Victory, and 
ſubjugated all Cappadocia and Bithynia to the Roman 
Power. But while he was thus employed for the Glory 
md of his Country, new Debates were raiſed in Rome; the 
Wl Conſul Lucius Cinna was the Friend of Marius, and ma- 
* naged the People in ſuch a manner, that they conſented 
. 0 the recalling him from Baniſhment : he returned, 
and entered Rome at the head of an Army: he out off 


= the head of Eneus Octavius, and of Marcus Antonius the 

\ve Orator, and many others of Sy/la's Party, and the ſe- 
venth time enjoyed the Conſulſhip. Sia was no ſoon- 

le- {© informed of this ſtrange Revolution, than he left 4- 


e %, and arrived in ay with his victorious Army; 
W which, fluſh'd with their late Conqueſt, and almoſt a- 
doring their General, encountered the Troops of Ma- 
be MY defeated them and entred Rome, which was half 
2 1 with theſe civil Broils: nor did this mag- 
nificent City alone feel the Effects of the Jealouſy of 

17 *. - Sa | . Te . 
„her Ambitious Rulers, all 1aly ſuffered, in ſome * ea- 
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ſure, and Deſolation triumphed in many of thoſe pon. 
pous — where Joy and Grandeur had fo fat 
reigned, . 
| Ar TER the firſt Fury of the War was over, an 
$yIla re-eftabliſhed, they began to examine into th, 
Depth of Marius's Conſpiracy, and all that were de. 
| Feated, or even under ftrong Suſpicions of being of hi 
Faction, were obliged to ſubmit to either Death or B. 
niſhment: Marius himſelf periſhed miſerably, there 
were no leſs than two thouſand Senators and Romay 
Knights exterminated, . and an infinite Number of Citi. 
ens proſcribed. 7 5 „ 
IN fine, Sylla was made Dictator, tho' that Digni. 
ty had been extinct for the ſpace of one hundred Years, 
and never appeared in public without twenty-four Mace. 
bearers to march before him. Then it was, that the 
whole Earth trembled at his Power; nothing any long- 
er dared to oppoſe itſelf to his Will: and every thing 
being in a profound Calm, he ſer himſelf to the reform- 
ing of the old Laws, and made ſeveral good ones far 
the uſe of the Public. He was grateful to exceſs, to all 
who had eſpouſed his Quarrel; he gave the Surname 
of Great to Cneius Pompeius, the Son of Strabo, in recom- 
nce for the Loſſes thoſe of his Family had ſuftainel 
in ſupporting his Intereſts. The greateſt part of the 24 
tricians, who were of his Faction, had the moſt con- 
ſiderable Employments and Poſts in the Republick given 
them, where generally ſpeaking, they behaved like 
Tyrants, robbing the Provinces they were ſet over, and 
_ appropriating the Spoils to their own uſe, and, in eve. 
ry thing, acting above all Laws but that of their on 
Will; and all this with Impunity, the DiQtator having 
his ownReaſons to liſten to no Complaint againſt them, 
Neither was the Poſſeſſion of immenſe Treaſures the 
Plunder of half a ruin'd World, ſufficient to content 
theſe haughty Lords; the abſolute Sway they had over 
the common People, without any Power above them, to 
whom they ſhould give account for their Actions, made 
them commit all manner of Injuſtices. Sylla was not 
ignorant of theſe Diſorders, and feared with reaſon, 
that if ſome Care were not taken to prevent the Con- 


tinuance of them, it muſt turn to the utter Ruin of the 
ok Republic: 


—_ 


ä 1 
Republick : he, therefore, ſpoke both in publick and 
private to the Authors; but perceiving they little re- 
arded his Admonitions, and not daring to make uſe of 
any Violence to chaſtiſe their Exceſſes, he choſe to ro- 
fign the Dictatorſhip, and paſs the reſt of his Days as a 
private Man. | | | 
THE Populace, who knew the Actions of thoſe a- 
boye them but ſuperficially, looked on this Reſignation 
of 5SyIla's, as the greateſt and moſt extraordinary Act 
of Moderation that ever had been known; when, in re- 
ality, it was occaſioned only by his Fear, that the Diſ- 
orders which hisCreatures commited every day, without 
any Puniſhment being given them, wou'd, at laft, raiſe 
up the Spirit of the People againſt him, and compel him 
to lay down an Authority which he owed to them, and 
held but by their Suffrage. 3 
THUS this Man of Blood, who had ſacrificed fo 
many Lives, to acquire his Power, permitted ſo much 
Cruelty and Injuſtice for the Support of it, and had 
been the greateſt part of his Life in War and Tumult, 
died in Peace, in the middle of his own Lands, and re- 
gretted by the People of Rome, who celebrated his Fu- 
com- neral with all imaginable Pomp; every one contributing 
ainel to the Honours paid him; and the number who aſſiſted 
e 24 at laying him in the Earth, was incredible. 
con- THE Remains of Marius's Faction, who had eſ- 
given fi caped the Cruelty of Sylla, and retired to Spain, in 
like the Army of Sertorius, continued the Civil War till 
and the Death of that General, who fell by the hands of 
eve his own People, by the Conſpiracy of Perpenna; but 
own ! ſome time after, this Traytor periſhed himſelf, and all 
wing Spain ſubmitted to the Romans. But the Troubles of this 
hem, MW Republick were not yet at an end, and ſoon after, ſome 
the of the greateſt Families ferved in the Troops of the Gla- 
nent diator Spartacus, who involved all Haly in Confuſion, 
over 2 at laſt deſtroyed by the Courage of Marcus Craſ- 
m, to Sf wo 5 Ew | 
ade fl PUBLIUS SERVILIUS made War againſt the 
not Pyrates of Sileſia, took the Fortreſs of Iſauria, which 
ſon, was their principal Retreat; and, in fine, ſubjugated 
on- both Sileſia and Iſauria, and obliged them to entreat 
the Peace: but on occaſion of a new Revolt, the great Pom- 
lic: Vor. IV. 2 * | dey . 


deſtroyed. 


by their ancient Enemy -Mithridates, who being 3 


Battles, in all which Mithridates had the worſt ; and 


Cretans, after ſeveral Combats gained the Victory; 


to Fudea, where, in return of ſome Affronts given N 


Feruſalem by Force, made the Walls be beaten down, 


but joining Piety to his Valour, he ſuffered no Propha- 


_ conſecrated Veſſels to be taken out of it; contenting 
himſelf with rendring Zea tributary, and to carry 4ri/- 


LO. nn RO 
Fey was ſent with a powerful Sea-Force, who attacke! 
them ſo vigorouſly, that, in forty Days, they were al 


THE Romans began now to be again incommoded 


little recovered from thoſe Loſſes he had ſuſtained by 
the Arms of Sa, entered into Cappadocia and Bythi. 
nia, at the head of a very formidable Army, Liu 
Lucullus was ſent againſt him, They fought ſeveral 


the laſt deciſive one obliged him to fly for the ſafety 
of his Perſon, among the Mountains of Pontus. His 
Country was plundered, and the Romans returned load- 
£d with immenſe Riches. To” | 
gQUINTUS METELLUS having attacked the 


all their Cities and Towns were pillaged, or facked, 
and the whole Country converted to a Roman Pro- 
vince. 5 

MIT HRT DATES now entered a third time into 
Taly, with greater Forces than ever: Pompey marched 
againſt him with all the Flower of the Roman Cay 
Ty, and gained over him Victories on Victories : he 
conquered all Phwnicia, converted the whole Kingdom 
of Pontus into a Province of Rome; and then paſſed in- 


Ariſtobulus, King of the eus, he attacked and too 


and opened the way to the moſt ſecret Receſſes of the 
Temple; into which he went, but followed only by 
a few Perſons, the Chiefs of his Army, and obliged the 
High-Prieſt to explain to him the Faith of the Fews: 


nation to be done to that holy Place, nor any of the 


tobulus a Captive to Rome, in order to grace his Tri 

umph. 5 1 | 
THE Spoils of theſe great Provinces conſiſted of 
waſt Treaſures ; all which were carried to Rome, where 
things now began to take a new and better face than 
they had worn of a long time, But it laſted bur a _ 
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ſpace of time; that Spirit of Diſſenſion,. which before 
had been ſo fatal to them, now revived again: ambi- 
tious Projects, and factious Cabals were carried on a- 
mong the great ones, the Increaſe of their Wealth ſer-- 
ved only to afford them ſtronger means of Oppoſition. 
The Luxury of Aſia had alſo contributed to corrupt 
their Morals; and tho* every one was jealous of his 
Neighbour's Glory, few there were that took any care 
to preſerve their own ; and the Roman Name, once ſo. 
famous for Wiſdom, Moderation and Virtue, was now 

filed with the moſt criminal and ungovernable Paſ- 
ſons: the Treaſure of the conquered Nations ſeemed 
given to them for a Curſe rather than a Bleſſing; and 
ad they been leſs viftorious, they had doubtleſs been 
ore happy becauſe more good, t. 

IT was their private Debaucheries, their open Pride, 

ind Envy of each other, that gave riſe to the Conſpi- 
acy of Lucius Catiline the Senator. This great Man 
aving the Art to draw into his Party, the Pretor 
ntulus. Cethegus, with ſeveral other Senators, and ſome 
ff the Prime of the Nobility ; the Fall of Rome ſeemed: 
he more certain, as the Plot had been a long time con- 
rived by thoſewho had, as one may ſay, the very heart 


ft the Republick in their hands. But the Penetration 
ind Vigilance of Marcus Tullius Cicero diſcovered it, and 


ade the Pretor Lentulus Cethegus, and the other prin- | 
ipal Conſpirators, be ſeized: who were no ſooner ex- 
mined, than they confeſs d the whole Ground-work of 
he Defign, and how it was intended to be carried on; 
beſe had a puniſhment ſuitable to their Crime, But 
cero perceiving, by the Lift they gave him of their- 
iccomplices, that ſome of the greateſt and moſt pow- 


ful Families in Rome were engaged init, judged it im- 
roper to puſh the Affair any farther; and having en- 


ined filence to all that were acquainted with it, ſent- 
he Conſul Antonius againſt Cataline, who had eſcaped” 


nto Tuſcany, and had there raiſed Forces, with which 


e threatned Rome. Antonius gave him Battle, and 
ine was vanquiſhed, killed, and his Army entirely 


efeated. 
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IT was on this occaſion, that Cato, Tribune of the 
People, honoured Cicero with the glorious Title of Fa- 
ther of his Country. This memorable Epoch was in 
the Year 690 from the Foundation of Rome. The 
Friends of the Conſpirators had ſo great a hatred for 
Cicero, that, three Years after, Publius Claudius, one of 
the Tribunes, cauſed him to be baniſhed ; and tho' he 
was recalled by the People in about ſix Months, with 
all the Honours they cou d poſſibly pay him, yet he 
was not leſs the Object of Deteſtation, by ſome very 
rear Men, who were at that Time forming new Plots 
tor the Deſtruction of the Republick. £2 

FULIUS CASAR having married his Daughter 
Pulia to the great Pompey, there was the moſt ſtrid 
Amity between theſe two Heroes that cou'd poſſibly be 
formed, and indeed enough to become the Grave of Re- 
publican Liberty; for Ceſar being alſo ally'd to Mar- 
cus Craſſus, ſurnam'd the Rich, brought him alſo into x 
| — — with Pompey; and theſe three contrived ſuch 

meaſures, as put into their Diſpoſal all the Affairs of 
the State, In effect, they ſhared the whole Empire 
among them; Ceſar, for five Years together, had the 
Government of the two Gauls, the Biſalpine and the 
Narbonneſe ; that of Spain was the Portion of Ponph), 
for the ſame time; and Craſſus had the Commiſſion of 
the War againſt the Parthians, 

CASAR did ſuch great things in Gaul, that they 
ſubmitted entirely to him, and deſtroyed the Army of 
 Arioviſius, to whom they had given the Name of the 
Scourge : as for Craſſus, who was much leſs moderate 
and pious than Pompey, he ſacked Feruſalem, damaged 
the Temple, and carry'd away all the holy Veſſels ; but 
this Sacrilege went not unpuniſhed, he loft the next 
Battle he fought with the Parthians, his Son was killed 
and himſelf periſhed by the Infidelity of that barbarous 
People. In regard to Pompey, he was elected Conſul 
without any Collegue, a thing which never happened 
before ; with this Dignity, they conferred that of Dic- 
tator. The Government of Ceſar was prolonged for 
five Years more, in which time he pacified the Gaul, 
ſubjugated the Germans, the Swedes, and the Englib. 
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Glory, did theſe two great Men rule the Empire, while 
a go0J Intelligence continued between themfelves, 
BUT the Death of #lia, Daughter of Ceſar, and 
Wife to Pompey, broke in ſunder the Bonds of this 
beneficial Amity; and the Object ſo dear to both, b 
all the Principles of Love and Nature, being — 
Ambition, Envy, and Jealouſy ſucceeded : both being 
defirous of Command, and neither willing to recede, A- 
nimoſities and private Grudgings, made way for thoſe 
future Violences which hereafter broke forth fo fatally 
for the Common-weal. Pompey having perſuaded the 
Roman People, thut the Power of Ceſar was prejudicial 
to the Republick, he procured by his Contrivances, a 
Decree by which Ceſar was commanded to disband his 
Army within a time prefixed, To this Ceſar refuſed 
Obedience, and the Conſuls, by virtue of that Decree, 
raiſed Forces, in order to oblige him to it, | 
CESAR perceiving what they were about, quitted 
the Cauls, and marched into Zaly, where he did muck 
miſchief to the Provinces; all thoſe Perſons whom 
they ſuſpected to be of his Party, were conſtrained to 
leave their Dwellings, and go to join Pompey : But Ceſar 
informed that the Hearts of the greateſt Number were 
on his Side, marched directly to Rome, where he enter- 
ed in a triumphant manner, without any Oppoſition, 
cauſed himſelf to be proclaimed Dictator, converted the 
publick Treaſures to his own Uſe, compelled Pompey, 
by the force of his Arms, to abandon Itah, and to re- 
tire into Greece, where the famous Battle of Phayſalia 
decided the fate of the Republick, in the Year 900 from 
the Foundation of Rome. AE | 
POMPEY, depending on the Friendſhip of Ptole- 
m, took refuge in Egypt, where that ungrateful Mo- 
narch cauſed him to be aſſaſſinated, Cæſar went there, 
and was in equal Danger, by the Treaſon of the ſame 
Prolemy ; from which he ſaved himelf, but by ſetting 
fire to his Fleet, and it was the Flames of the burning 
Veſſels, which conſumed that moſt celebrated Library 
of Alexandria, founded by Ptolemy Philadelphus, and 
augmented with ſuch Care by his Succeſſors; a Loſs ir- 
reparable to the Republick of Letters. 


vor. V. 1 Zig : 1 
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THE Fortune of Ceſar preſerved him from this Dan: 
ger, Ptolemy periſhed, and all Egypt ſubmitted to the 
Roman Power ; after which, Cefar ſet Cleopatra on the 
Throne of her Anceſtors ; and knowing that during the 
Civil Wars, Pharnaces, Son of Mithridates, had taken an 
Opportunity to attack the Roman Provinces, he march- 
ed againſt him with ſo much Diligence and Speed, that 
Pharnaces felt the * of his Arms before he thought 
of his Approach: from thence he poured, like 4 
Torrent, iuto Africa, and was victorious over Fuba, 
King of Mauritania, who, by giving Refuge to the 
Remains of Pompey's Party, had prolonged the Civil 
War. | © W 

. SCIPTIO and Cato were at the Head of theſe Troops, 
but they were ever defeated ; and Ceſar put to death 
Afranius, and ſeveral other Senators, whom he ſuſpetted 
to have given Encouragement to his Enemies. Cato, 
who had retired into a City of Utica, fearing to fall 
living into the Hands of Cæſar, and ſcorning to be under 
any Obligation to a Perſon he look'd upon as the De- 
ſtroyer of the Liberty of his Country, prevented it, by 
plunging a Dagger into his own Boſom: After his 
Death, Ceſar returned to Rome, where he ordered four 
Triumphs to be prepared for him; one for the Gals, 
one for Egypt, one for Pontus, and one for Africa. He 
was informed, that Cneius and Sextus Pompeius, Sons of 
the great Pompey, were in Spain with a conſiderable At- 
my; on which he flew thither, and again triumphed 
' - over theſe illuſtrious, but unfortunate, young Men, 
Cneius loſt his Life, and Sextus fled : and this entirely 
uu an end, at once, to the Civil War, and the Li- 
erty of the Roman People; nothing now in the Re- 

publick preſerving its former Face. OE 
CESAR, on his Return to Rome, was honoured with 
the new Title of perpetual Dictator; after which, he 
made many Laws, and extended the Circumference of 
the City : but the extreme Flattery of the Senate, who 
exilted him to Divinity, gave him a Throne, a Tem- 
ple, and a Prieſt, and altered the Name of the fifth 
Month from Quintilis to that of Fulius, made him ima- 
gine himſelf ſo much above all Mankind beſides, - 
„„ N - 
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he decided all tlie Affairs of the Empire, without any 
other Counſel than that of his own Will, affecting in 
eyery thing the Behaviour of Royalty. ee: 
THIS Arrogance gave occaſion to a Conſpiracy, by 
ſo much the more dangerous, as it was formed by Per- 
ſons who had been among the number of his beſt 
Friends, and who were ſtill held as ſuch even by him- 
ſelf: they were not indeed Enemies to him, but.to his 
Vices ; and as they were now grown incorrigible, and 
alſo contagious, there was no way to fave the whole 
Community, but by cutting off this corrupted Member, 
IN the fifth Year of his Dictatorſhip, a Day was ap- 
ointed for all the Senate to aſſemble in the Theatre 
of Pompey. Ceſar, who always made them expect him 


a long time, came not till they all were fat down. At 
his Entrance, they all roſe up to do him Honour, and 


the principal of the Conſpirators crouding neareſt to 
him, as moſt officious to teſtify their Zeal, took the 
advantage of that Moment, ind aſlaſſigared him in full 
Senate, and the face of Day : he fell, disfigured with 
thirty-ſix Wounds, among which, thoſe given by Bru- 
tus and Caſſius were the deepeſt. . 

A little time before this Misfortune happened, having 
no Children of his own living, he adopted, and made 
his Heir, the young Caius Octavius, his Siſter's Son. The 
Conſul Marcus Antonius, who performed the Honours of 
his Funeral Obſequies, mounted the Roſtrum, and, af- 
ter a very elegant Oration, diſplayed his bloody Robe; 
which animated the People in ſuch a manner, againſt 
the Conſpirators, that they vowed to revenge the Death 
of Ceſar on their Heads, and thoſe of their Poſterity. 


With this Aſſiſtance, Marcus Antonius ſeized Cifalpine, 


and beſteg'd the Pretor Decimus Brutus. He was then, 
by the Perſuaſions of Cicero, declared a Traitor to his 
Country; and the Conſuls Hircius and Panſa were ſent 


againſt him with a conſiderable Army. The young 


Caius Octavius followed them with another: the Conſuls 
joined Antonius near a City then called Mutinus, but now 
Modena, and gave him Battle. The two Conſuls loft 


their Lives, but their Army was victorious, Offavius 


poining them with his Forces Marens Antonius was to- 
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rally defeated z and having loſt all but his Cavalry, e. 

caped with them to Marcus Lepidus, who commanded ; 
great Army beyond the Alps. _ | 

OCTATI1US wou'd not give himſelf the Trouble of 

urſuing them, but marched, with his three Armies, 

directly to Rome, where, tho he was but twenty Years 


old, he demanded the Conſulate. The Senate urged, it 


was againſt their Laws, and the People oppoſed it by 


all the means in their Power: but Liberty was noy 


no more 3 a Roman Citizen, once equal with a King, 


was now little better than a Slave; as the Body of x 


Community will ever be, while armed Thouſands are 
ever kept in Pay to enforce Obedience. Octavius plead. 
ed but in vain, he therefore threatened, Rome trembled, 


and what his Services had not yet made him worthy of 
obtaining, was yielded to the Terror of his Legions. 


A ſuffiddent Warning to all free Countries to beware of 


ſtanding Armies! | 


MARCUS ANTONIUS and Lepidus having been 
declared Enemies to the People of Rome, the new Con- 
ſul Octavius was ſent againſt them, with all the Forces 
of the Empire; but remembring with how much Reluc. 
tance he obtained his Dignity, and not doubting but 
the People wanted nothing more than a favourable Op- 
portunity of regaining their antient Rights and Freedom, 


inſtead of combating, he joined Intereſts with Lepidus 


/ 


and Antonius, and entered into a League with them, 
for laying freſh Burthens on the Commonalty of Ron, 


and for-revenging the Death of Cæſar on all his Enemies. 


This was that famous Triumvirate which loſt the State 


ſo much Blood, Cicero, abandoned by Octavius, to the 


Reſentment of Antonius, was aſſaſſinated by his own 
Servants, who after cutting off his Head and his Hands 
ut them, by the Order of Antonius, upon the Buttreſſes 


of the Gallery where the Tribunes made their publick 


Harangues. The People beheld, with Horror, the Re- 


mins of this great Man, ignominiouſly expoſed in the 


ſame place in which his Eloquence had been ſo much 
admired, and where he had a thouſand times been cal- 


led the Father of his Country: but complainings in ſe- 
cret were now all the relief was left them, and they 


durſt 


— OST - 

jurſt ſcarce be ſeen to mourn his or their own Misfor- 
unes. 1 
AFTER the Triumvirate had fully ſatiated their 
Revenge, and made themſelves Maſters of the Senate 
and the People, they parted the Empire between them, 
in this manner: The Levant, and all Greece, fell to Mar- 
us Antonius, Africa to Lepidus, and the Veſt to Cains Oc- 
ius; they left Sicily to Sextus Pompey, who had a ve- 
ry puiſſant Force by Sea; and as Ofavins had been 
alopted by Ceſar, he conformed himſelf to the Law Cu- 
alls; and took upon him the Name of Fulius Ceſar Off a= 
eins, according to the Roman Cuſtom. 

HE afterward ſummoned all the other Perſons con- 
cerned in the Aſſaſſination of his Uncle Fulins Cefar, 
and obtained a Sentence of Death ſhou'd be paſs'd on 
them. From the beginning of theſe laſt Civil Wars, 
Odtavius and Lepidus had declared themſelves Revengers 
of the Murder of Ceſar ; and knowing that Marcus Bru- 
tus and Cains Caſſius were in Theſſaly, with the remain- 
der of thoſe Romans, who had ſtill enough of publick 
Spirit in them, to chooſe rather to live free in Baniſh- 
ment, than to be Slayes at home, they marched againſt 
them with confiderable Forces, and gave them Battle 
in the Philippic Fields, near the City of Philippi. Brutus 
and Caſſins were defeated, and both died by their own n 
Weapons, to avoid falling into the Hands of their Ene- 
_ . Es with them died rhe laſt Hopes of the Re- 

ublick. „ 

f THIS victory obtained, O#avins began to think of 
Sextus Pompey, Who had yet- remaining a conſiderable 
Party in the Senate, and among the People. A great 
Armament was raiſed, both by Sea and Land, and the 
Command given to Marcus Agrippa, who defeated Sex- 
tus, firſt in a Naval Fight, and afrerwads by Land ; 
then ſet Fire to his Fleet, burned all his Veſſels, and 
, forced him to fly into Africa, where he died, after hav- 
the ing 1 a long time. This Victory, and the 


= Conqueſt of Sicily, gave occaſion to a Miſunderſtanding 
0 between the Triumvirate. | 8 | 

x LEPIDUS, who pretended a Right to Sicily, and 
w had twenty Legions under his Command, openly de- 


clared 


„„ 
_ elared he wou'd diſpute by the force of Arms; but be- 
tavius, who had an equal number of Men continually 
in Arms, had nothing to fear from his Menaces : hoy- 
ever, thinking it beft to proceed by Policy, he em- 
ployed Emiſſaries, who, partly by Perſuaſtons, and 
partly by Bribes, won over the Chiefs of Lepidus's Ar. 
my, by whom ſeeing himſelf forſaken, he was con- 
ſtrained to ſubſcribe. to all Octavius would have him, 
WHILE his Heart was elevated with this Succeſs, 
he entertained Deſigns to humble Marcus Antonius, whoſe 
Power was an Impediment to that univerſal Sway he 
no began to be ambitious of. His Amours with Cleo- 
patra ſeemed favourable to his Projects; he cauſed a 
Report to be ſpread, that Antonius had formed a Con- 
piracy with the Princes of the Eaſt, to bring a War 
into Rome, to deſtroy entirely the Authority of the Se- 
nate, aboliſh the Laws, convert it into an abſolute Mo- 
narchy, and ſet a ſtrange Queen to reign over the Ro- 
man People. | „ | 
- THE ConduG of Antonius gave but too much room 
for belief to ſuch Diſcourſes ; for tho' he was not igno- 
rant of the ambitious Views of Oct avius, and had a Power 
ſufficient enough to have quelled them ; yet his Love 


| tranſported him beyond all other Conſiderations, and 


he even provoked the Romans ſo far, as to put away 
his Wife Octavia, the Siſter of Octavius, and eſpouſed 
that Cleopatra, ſo fatal to his Glory, his Intereſt, and, at 
laſt, to his Life. There needed no better a Pretence 
for Octavius to declare him an Enemy to the Country; 
great Forces were raiſed on both ſides, and, in a ſhort 
time, the Grecian and Macedonian Seas were covered 
with Ships of War, and the Countries all round about 
full of the moſt formidable Armies of the Earth, They 
came to a Battle, where Octavius being victorious, pur- 
ſued Antonius into Egypt, and that unhappy Emperor 
Perceiving himſelf deſerted by thoſe he moſt confided 
in, put an end to his Life with his own Hands ; and 


the beautiful. Cauſe of his undoing, the too charming : 
Cleopatra, to avoid the Shame of attending the Triumph. 


of the Conqueror, ſtung herſelf to death with the Ve- 
nom of an Aſpic., - * V ne 


THUS 


24 
THUS the whole Authority devolved on OH, 


Ceſar, who now no longer having any Oppoſers to the 


Scheme he had long ſince projected, converted the Re- 
publick into an abſolute Monarchy, And thus the Di- 
viſion, began by Marius and Sylla, drew, by degrees, 
the Romans under the Yoke of one arbitrary Ruler, and 
loſt, for eyer, that Liberty of which they had in for- 
mer times been fo ſcrupulouſly jealous. - 5 


THIS, ſaid Silviana, is a moſt ſatisfactory Abridg- 
ment of the Roman Hiſtory, and one cannot too much 
admire the Memory and Exactneſs with which Thela- 
mort has ran thro' ſuch a Courſe of different and ſur- 
prizing Accidents. EY 

THE manner, added Hortenſia, in which thoſe won- 
derful Revolutions have been delivered to us, ſo as to 
make us comprehend, in a few Minutes, the prodigious 
Events of a great Number of Years, wou'd be indeed 
aſtoniſhing, had the Relation not proceeded from the 
Mouth of a Perſon ſo accuſtomed to pleaſe, that no- 
thing he does can be amazing, unleſs he cou'd become, 
which is impoſſible, dull and uninſtructi te. 

OROPHANES, who perceived his Friend was be- 
vinning to be uneaſy at the Compliments they made 
him, put a ftop to any farther Speech, by ſaying ; The 
Fall of the Roman Republick was neceſſary to ſhew the 
World the great Qualities of OFavius Cæſar; and I 
think, Poſterity wou d have had a great Loſs, it he had 
not been Emperor. After he had extinguiſhed all the 
Factions in Rome, vanquiſhed all his Enemies at home 
and abroad, turned Egypt into a Province ; added, by 
his Victories, many Countries to the. Empire; given 
Peace to the whole World, both by Land and Sea, and 
ſhut up the Temple of anus; then did his Wiſdom 
appear in the higheſt degree. He ſet himſef to the 
Study of the Laws, reformed what he found amiſs, 
and made ſeyeral new and very excellent ones; ſhewed 
the common People, that he knew how to command 
with Mildneſs, when they were ready to obey with 
Chearfulneſs, He took the ſame care of the Adminiſ- 
tration of publick Juſtice, that the nieaneſt Perſon had 
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an equal Advantage with the greateſt, and, by his pre: 
dent Behaviour in every thing, gained an univerſal Loy 
and Applauſe: he was dear to his own People, and for- ;i 
midable to foreign Nations: his Reputation reached þ 

even to the Extremities of the Indies; the Kings off lic 
thoſe vaſt Regions ſent Ambaſſadors to intreat an Al 6 
liance with him, and the Scythians made him the Ar ca 
bitrator of their Differences. His great Virtues oblig m. 
ed the Senate to honour him with the Title of Aus, nit 
tus; and the ſixth Month, which was called Seri gu 
was, in Compliment to him, ever after named Auguſ. 
H E fo well maintained the Dignity of thoſe illuſtti 
ous Titles and Honours conferred on him, that neye 
Monarch had leſs of Envy, or more of Admiration 


He conſiderably enlarged the City of Rome; and as the the 
Buildings were moſtly of Earth and Brick, he now rail fift 
ed magnificent Edifices of Marble, of Jaſper, or Por ſoc 
phiry, and conducted Waters thro' Aquedudts, from the 
great Diſtances, to the very Center of the City. whi 
. BUT, as. Thelamont obſerved, nothing contributeꝗ for 
more to his Glory, than his exact Obſervance of thai ry i 
Laws, and impartial Juſtice : his admirable Skill ii gar: 
Politicks alſo merits the extremeſt Praiſe. During high tho 
Reign, the Cities and Provinces enjoyed a perfect Peace o 
but tho' he had ſo well the Art to know and to obliggh faid 
all Diſpoſitions, yet was he not ſelf-ſufficient enough ing 
to depend on any thing, or, in other Words, to lea put 
any thing to Chance: he thought the ſureſt way 1 wha! 
keep Peace, was to deter from War; and therefor Suſp 
had certain Legions gariſon'd in all the Provinces Theſ 
Europe, Aſia, and Africa, the number of which alto the C 
gether, conſiſted of 200000 Foot Soldiers, and 4ocoqf Mout 
Horſe, with 300 Elephants, all trained and practiſe B. 
in War. Re nan 


THESE Troops were well equipp'd, and exadl was 
paid; and, by a wiſe Precaution, 200000 Harneſſi Worl 
diſperſed in all the ſtrong Places of the Empire, to 
ready in caſe of any Accident, The Armies were ul 
der the Command of the moſt able and experience 
Officers, moſt of them having ſerved in the Wars « 
Fulius Ceſar, or thoſe Auguſtus had himſelf in the be 


ginni 
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"i einning of his Reign, and with whom both of them 

2 gained ſuch great Victories. For the entire Secu- 
Ml rity of the Frontiers of his Empire, he alſo augmented 
his Navy to the Number of 2000 Veſſels, and 500 Gal- 
lies, all well mann'd and ſtored with Ammunition ; be- 
fides thoſe, he had 800 great Tranſports, which they 
called Tholmicks, deſtined for the Service of the Army; 
many of theſe Tholmicks were alſo employed in the mag- 
nificent Entertainments with which the Emperor fre- 
quently diverted the People; they were finely carved, 
pilded, and painted, enriched with all ſorts of Orna- 
ri nents, and diſtinguiſhed by an Infinity of Enſigns, 
Flags, and Streamers, beſides other Marks particular to 
each Veſſel ; on the Prow of one was a Wolf, on ano- 
ther a Lion, a third had a Tyger, a fourth a Sphinx, 'a 
fifth a Bull, a ſixth a Minotaur, a ſeventh a Horſe, and 
ſo on to all ſorts of Animals; but the Rommnn Eagle, as 
the principal Enſign of the Empire, made the Ship 
which bore it moſt reſpected. This — Navy had 
for its Admiral the Prefect of the Sea, from whom eve- 
j inferiour Commander received Orders, and the Prefect 
rave an Account of every thing to the Emperor, who, 
tho' in Peace, buſted himſelf continually in the Theo- 
cem of War, and liftened, with pleaſure, to all that was 
ig aid to him on that Subject. The Funds for maintain- 
agli ing theſe Forces, as well as thoſe of the Land, were 
av put into the Hands of Treaſurers, who on no pretext 
y 1 whatever duſt pply them to any other uſe, the leaſt 
ore Suſpicion of ſueh a Practice being immediate Death. 
Theſe vaſt Fleets were diſtributed, ſome in the Ports of 
the Ocean, ſome in the Mediterranean, and others in the 
Mouths of the Rivers of one and the other Sea. 

BUT if this Emperor merited the Love of the Ro- 
nan People, for the Advantages he procured them, he 
was yet more worthy the Admiration of the whole 
World, by the greatneſs of his Sentiments, by the juſt 
Choice he made of his Friends and Favourites, by rhe 
Proofs he gave of his Clemency and Liberality, and 
by the Eſteem he paid to all Men of Letters, or that 
excelled in any Science, under his Reign, 
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WITHOUT an C#awius Auguſtus, we, perhaps 
Had never known a Mecenas, or an Agrippa, a |, F 
virgil, or an Ovid : and it is for this Reaſon I believe 
that Poſterity wou'd have loft. much, if it had not been 
for this Emperor. 1 + 
'YOUR Reflection is very juſt, replied brania; 0 
body can deny, that Octavius was well deſerving 0 
' Univerſal Rule; and that Ambition is far from bein 
Crime in thoſe, Who like him are capable of govern 
ing with ſo much Glory. | | wa 
WITHOUT doubt, added Felicia; for Auguſtus 7 
cou d never have brought about thoſe great things he 
did, if he had not been in a Station which permittec 
him the Execution of his Deſigns, without Controy 
or Contradiction. 1 
AND methinks, continued ſhe, one cannot reflect 
on this Hiſtory, without admiring the Decrees of Pro 
vidence, which, out of all the Earth, made choice off 
: a Man no more than twenty Years of: Age, to pluck | 
down the Pride and Vanity of the Roman Republick 
which under the Pretext.. of Liberty, their tavourit 
Idol, plundered the Nations they ſubdued, took upar 
them to give Laws to all the Earth, and to diſtribute 
. Crowns and Scepters, according to their Caprice of 
their Intereſts, making Slaves of Kings, and Kings of 
. Slaves, e the Treaſures ol the one to gra 
 tify the other, and auß nothing but ambitious, and 
ſometimes inhuman Projects. I know not if it is thi 
little Propenſity I have to like that fort of Govern 
ment, which: makes me think in this manner; but 
_ confeſs, if I find Virtues in many of the old Romans, 
find a great number of Faults in the Republick in ge 
.neral ; I ſee more of Pride and Oſtentation in all the 
did, than a true Magnanimity of Mind; and even . 
their moſt worthy Actions, there appears to me a ce! 
tain Barbariſin. 3 | 
IRU E Glory has ſomething in it ſweet and mc 
. deft; this exceſſive Love of Liberty inſpires Deſigns u 
| ther bold than generous, and ſometimes cruel a hie 
bloody; but in a People ſubmitted to the Will of on 
| Maſter, Love, Zeal, and Fidelity engroſs all their den 
| : timen 
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ments, as Tenderneſs, Care, and Generoſity do-thoſe-: 
of him that rules them, Rn 
rel WE, Madam, anſwered Melantus, that are born in a. 
deen ingdom, where arbitrary Government has been long 
tzbliſhed, ought to be of this Opinion, for our Peace 
or Mind; but were you to hear the Arguments on the 
"Uther ſide of the Queſtion, you wou'd perhaps have 
lifferent Ideas. I grant, that where a King is truly 
ein te Father of his People, has no Ambition farther 
than to make them happy, has no peculiar Favourites 
"who, by a partial Indulgence, he permits to prey upon 
5 his meaner Subjects, but diſtributes his Juſtice to all 
rec like, and his Bounties only to thoſe diſtinguiſhed for 
roulggtheir Virtues; then is monarchical Government pre- 
ſerable to all others. But alas! how. few. Kingdoms. 
1the World can boaſt of ſuch a Prince ! All the Eaſt, 
ad great part of the North and South, are rather Slaves 
ban Subjects: and the deſire of extending the Prero- 
pative among Kings is ſo natural, that it muſt' be. in- 
feed. a more than common ſhare of Humanity and Mo- 
leration that reſtrains them from giving the- utmoſt: 
Looſe to this darling Paſſion; Ee * | 
AI. I. Men, added Thelamont,, were born free; but, 
the paſſions too much indulged-wou'd deſtroy all 
he ſocial Virtues, it was neceſſary they ſhou'd be un- 
ler the Reſtriction of Laws, and that the Fears of Pu- 
iſhment might deter thoſe whom the Love of Good- 
eſs wou'd not allure: for the Execution of Laws, 
here muſt be Magiſtrates and Officers, and, left there 
night be Corruption in them alſo, there was one ſet 
er them, with the awful Title of Vicegerent of God, 
0the end, his Commands might be obſerved with the 
eater Reverence, and his Perſon inſpire the more 
we. This was the firſt Inſtitution, of Kings: they 
rere made ſo, not ſo much for the Good of themſelves 
nd Families, as for the Good of the Community in 
zeneral; and I therefore think thoſe Nations are the 
appieſt, whoſe Monarchs are bound by certain Laws, 
rhich if they infringe, the Subjects are abſolved from 

ll Allegiance, 5 
THIs is the Caſe in all elective Monarchies, reply d 
rohanes,. yet we have ſeen Inconveniencies in that too; 
You IV. * Us — 
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and let us agree ever ſo long, there neither is nor can 
be any perfect State on Earth: Ambition will be al- 
ways predominant among Kings, Flattery among Cour- 
tiers, ſiniſter Views among Miniſters, and Bribery and 
Corruption among the People, 5 
LISIMOND was preparing to make ſome Reply to 
this Obſervation, when the Servants came in to lay the 
Cloth, Urania having given Orders, that Supper ſhou'd 
be brought into Florinda's Apartment, This Repaſt 
was accompanied with the ſame Delicacies as the other, 
Alcippe and Liſimond contributed very much to the Plea- 


ſure of the Entertainment, by their Wit and Gaiety, 


They ſat pretty long at Table, and Urania fearing that 
Florinda was ſomewhat incommoded by their having 
paſt the whole Day with her, obliged the Company 
to ſeparate. Alcippe and Liſimond went into their Chariot, 
in order to return to the Caſtle of Celemena, promiſing to 

attend Urania the next Morning, After their Depar- 
ture, every one took leave of Eraſmus and Florinda, that 
they might enjoy a Repoſe, which ſeemed neceſſary to 
her, after ſo long a Converſation. And this agreeable 
Society yielded themſelves to Sleep, in the hope, that 
the Day following wou'd afford them no leſs Pleaſure 
than this had done, 


THE 


EIGHTEEN TH and LAST Dar. 


HE Night being paſt, and the wiſhed: 
Hour for re- aſſem bling arrived; Flo« 
rinda, who found herſelf perfectly re- 
covered, went to the Apartment of 
Urania, to prevent the Trouble ſhe. 
wou'd elſe have given herſelf in com- 

ing to hers :- ſhe there found Felicia, and theſe two 

charming Friends were extremely rejoiced to find ſhe 
vas in a condition to enjoy the Pleaſures this fine Morn- 
ing made them hope the Day wou'd yield. They went 

ll together to the Chamber where Celemena was lodg- 

ed; with her was already Silviana, Areliſe, and Camil«. 

la; Fulia and Hortenſia ſoon after joining them. 

THE firſt Compliments were ſcarce over, when 
Thelamont, Orophanes, Orſames, Eraſmus, Alphonſo, and 
Melantus, accompanied Alcippe and Liſimond, who had: 
burned with the extremeſt Impatience to return to that 
delightful Manſion, and more inchanting Society, Ma- 
dam, ſaid Alcippe to Urania, the Goodneſs we have 
found in you, emboldens us to this early Viſit: the 
Charms we find here, and the extreme Deſire we have: 

Vol. IV. n to. 
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to enjoy as much of them as poſſible, has carried us 
ſomewhar beyond the Bounds of that exact Politeneſs, Ml : 
which, in all other things, wou'd forbid us to abuſe : 
the Marks you have favoured us with of yours. f 
EVERY one of us, anſwered Urania, with a Smile, 
has a ſhare in this Compliment ; ſince it will, at once, 
ſatisfy all the Demands of Love, Eſteem, and Friend- ! 


ip. ä 5 0 
| 5 U an end to all Ceremony, cry'd Oropbanes; and t 
fince there is nothing now to hinder us from following t. 
the Cuſtom eſtabliſhed here, let us render this Day e- © 
qually inſtructive and entertaining, as the others have ff 
been, by diverſifying our Occupations. 
OROPHANES, you muſt know, was the Legiſla- 
tor, ſaid Felicia, looking on him with the moſt charm- 
ing Air; and as he has had the Honour to preſcribe us 
Paws, and to ſee us ſubmit to them, you cannot won- 
der he is tenacious of that Advantage, and jealous of 
any Infringement. 5 5 
HE has reaſon, anſwered Orſames; the Laws he 
Has impoſed have too many Charms for us, and we paſ 
our time in them too agreeably, for them not to be ob- 
ſerved inviolably. Otherwiſe, ſaid: Camilla, we had 
not, with one common Voice, ſo readily ſubſcribed to 
them: and, as for my own part, whenever I find then 
not agreeable to me, that is, when I cannot be inſtrudt- thi 
ed without diſcovering my Ignorance, I ſhall give my cee 
Vote againſt them; tho“ I affure you, I have no ſuch the 
Inclination at preſent, nor believe I ever ſhall. nie 
HOWEVER, ſaid Uraria, I find ſome difficulty in 7 
apprehending the meaning of Orophanes's laſt Words ; anc 
he ſeems fo propoſe a Diverſity of Occupations, which, Spe 
methinks, does not agree with the Order we have hi- to! 
_ therto preſerved : nor can I think ſuch a Diverſity 
wou'd any way agree with the Conduct preſcribed toll tre: 
us. How, Madam, reply'd he, with Vivacity, is i] tair 
not in the Subjects of our Entertainments? Do we not mat 
run over all the memorable Actions, both of the great il va) 
and the inferiour World? Do we not paſs from the ſ- hea 
rious to the gay, from the learned to the ſimple, from 
the Heroic to the tender? In fine, is it not by this 2 
| £7 Fd!!! it ing 


. 

lying our Converſation, that we recal times paſt, 
compare them with the preſent, then animadvert on 
the Perfections or Miſtakes of both, and alternately 
praiſe or teſtify our Diſlike? „ 
WELL have you defended yourſelf, my dear Oro- 
phanes, ſaid Thelamont ; nor did I expect leſs from you. 
But ſince you have ſo agreeably made out the Pleaſures - 
of Diverſification and Complaiſance, made ſo many of 
the Company deny themſelves the Enjoyment of one of 
thoſe Entertainments your Laws allowed us, I am of 
opinion, we ought not to neglect the Invitation the 
ſweet Air now gives us to the Garden. os | 

Iam of your Party, cry ' d Celemena, haſtily ; and 
contemplating on the Beauties of that Place, was begin- 
ning to wiſh the like Propoſal might be made. Be- 
ſides, continued ſhe, ſmiling, and looking on Alcippe and 
Liſimond, I ſee ſome Perſons here, to whom a little: 
Tour wou'd be doubly agreeable. 3 0 

WE underſtand you, reply d Silviana, with the moſt 
ſprightly Air; but to ſhew how very unjuſt your Rail- 
ſery is, we will never be out, either of your Sight or 
Hearing. | | 

WITHOUT your quitting us, ſaid Urania, T will, 
for once, make a Law in my own Houſe, by which, 
both you and Areliſe, ſhall be condemned to hear no- 
thing during the time of our walking, but what pro. 
ceeds from the Mouths of Liſimond and 4lcippe, Witlr 
theſe Words, taking celemena by the Arm, accompa- 
nied by Thelamont, Orophanes, and Felicia, Camilla and 
Horinda alſo conducted by their Spouſes, and Orſames 
and Melantus having given their Hands to their amiable 
Spouſes, Silviana and Areliſe were obliged to yield theirs 
to Liſimond and Alcippe. > NO 3 

THESE two tender Lovers were ſenſible of tlie ex- 
tremeſt Pleaſure, in having this Opportunity of enter- 
taining the Objects of their Paſſion in this particular 
manner; for tho' the whole Company walked the ſame 
way, yet did they go at ſuch a diftance, as net to be 
heared by each other, Siluiana, who was of a Humour 
entirely free, and abhorred all conſtraint, gave Liſi- 
mond an Audience as favourable as he'cou'd-have wiſh'q . 
and he had the Satisfaction to read in her Eyes, the 
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inexpreſſible Pleaſure ſhe took in hearing the Proteſta: 


tions he made her of an eternal and inviolable Affec- 


tion. | | 
ARELISE was equally ſenſible of thoſe of the en- 


amour'd Alcippe ; but as ſhe was naturally more reſery- 
ed and ſerious than her charming Friend, ſhe con'd 
not, without the utmoſt Diſorder, ſuffer herſelf to be 
entertained in this particular manner by a Man, in the 
view of ſo many Perſons, This Exceſs of Modeſty gave 
a certain Air, which very much alarmed Alcippe, and 
not able to contain the Trotible with which he was a- 

gitated, You anſwer me not, beautiful Areliſe, ſaid he, 
| nay, you ſeem to liſten to me with Regret 


— 


Vour Eyes are ſo much attached to thoſe who follow 


us, as gives me cauſe to fear , they wou'd behold with 
leaſure fome other Perſon than the tender and ever 
aſſionate Alcippe. Ah ! cruel Areliſe, continued he, 
fooking on her with a Countenance wholly abaſh'd, it 
was not in this manner that you behaved to me at the 
Houſe of Merina, E | | 
THIS Reproach ſurprized Areliſe, and made her re- 
collect, that ſhe had not indeed given that Attention 
to her Lover, which his Fidelity had merited from 
her; but as her Heart had no ſhare in thoſe exterior 
Movements which gave him ſo much pain, and were 
only cauſed by the Fears of appearing too free before 
that Company, ſhe heſitated not to juſtify herſelf. 
l believe, ſaid ſhe, that you were too much aſſured 
of my Heart, to expoſe your own to unjuſt Suſpicions. 
However, to confirm you more, be perſuaded, 4lcippe, 
that in what place ſoever J am, I have no Object half 
fo valuable to me as yourſelf; and if I teſtified my Sen- 
timents more openly at Merina's, it was becauſe I cou'd 
do it without Prejudice to that Decorum,which I wou'd 
preſerve above all things: TI have confeſs'd to 
you a thouſand times in her preſence, that Alcippe was 
dearer to me than my Life, becauſe the Authority of 
a Father commanded me to put no Diſguiſe upon my 
Thoughts; but here we are with Perſons who are 
Strangers to us, and who are too lately become our 
Friends, to pardon ſuch an Indulgence of our Inclint- 
At. O NS, . | . WE 


8 

: WE muſt, my dear Alcippe, act according to the 
. MW Times and Places we are in; and whatever Paſhon has 
an Influence over us, never do any thing which may 
aal either Modeſty or Diſcretion in queſtion. The Po- 
liteneſs of Urania has given us this Opportunity, we. 


i nauſt prove ours by not abuſing it. This it was that 
2 made me turn my Eyes continually on the Company, 
e to ſee if they were not re- aſſembled without us; and 
e Witis this that obliges me to entreat we may join our- 
d celres to them, after having reiterated the Aſſurance 
- that I love only you, and never ſhall love another. 
„ MW How well, my charming Areliſe, reply'd he, 9 
- WH kifling her Hand, in ſpite of her Efforts to hinder him, 
bo you know to make me die with Joy and Grief at 
n WM the ſame time. But, continued he, you muſt be o- 
r WW beyed. „Then a little haſtening his Steps, he advanced 
„ MY toward part of the Company; as they walked, Alcippe 
it WM purſuing the Converſation, However, ſaid he, my dear 
e {MW -rzliſe, you muſt permit me to tell you, that your Mo- 
deſty here is more ſcrupulous than juſt, —_ 
WE are on the point of being united for ever, by 
n the conſent of thoſe to whom we owe our Being: we 
n Wl love each other, and have the Happineſs to make part 
xx of a Society full of Wit, Equity, Good-Nature, and 
te ¶ whoſe principal good Fortune conſiſts in the Felicities 
© Hien beſtows on them, All here are married Lovers, 
ſeem proud of rendering their Paſhon inſeparable from 
d their Duty, and are every moment giving each other 
s, the moſt tender Teſtimonies of Affection. There is not, 
e, therefore, a Place in the World where you might bet- 
ter reconcile the Severity of your Duty with the Sweet- 
- neſs of your Paſſion. VVV . 
d WITH theſe Words, they came ſo near to Urania 
'd and celemena, that Areliſe had not time to reply; but 
to ¶ brania, who had heard part of the Diſcourſe f Alcippe, 
25 and eaſily comprehended the Subject, took his part in 
of Ml theſe Terms: Nothing is more juſt, ſaid ſhe, than this 
Argument of Alcippe's, and it is forming a very wrong 
re Judgment of our Minds and Humours, to be afraid of 
ur making us Witneſſes of thoſe mutual Proofs you wou'd | 
4- ive each other of an honourable and authorized Flame. 
| It 
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It is one of our chief Maxims, ſaid-Orophanes, laughing, 
we obey it with Pleaſure and ExaCtneſs, and fly all 
thoſe Perſons who approve not of it. I find it too 
much according to my own Inclination, reply'd 4re- 
liſe, bluſhing, not to approve of it ; and ſhall readily 
obey it in its fulleſt Extent, when once Alcippe has join- 
ed to the Name of Lover, that of Husbanc. 

DUTY will always have the fitſt Rank with 47e. 
liſe, ſaid Silviana, coming up to them; and I am much 
miftaken, if ſhe does not in ſecret reproach me for hay- 
ing ſuffered Liſimond to entertain me ſo long. 

FOR my part, ſaid Camilla, I cannot think you 
have at all erred in ſo doing : - it is certainly a Point of 
Duty to ſhew ſome Complaiſance to him, who is deſ- 
tined to be our Husband, even before he is ſo, that he 
may judge of the future by the preſent. 

THIS Deciſion of Camilla's made all the Company 
laugh heartily; and Celæmena firſt giving over, It mult 
bẽ confeſs d, faid-ſhe, that nothing affords a greater 

Contentment of Mind, than when our-Inclinations are 

conformable to our Duty. | 

„WITHOUT doubt, added ; nor nothing a 

greater Torment, than when they. have divided Inter- 

eſts, as is too frequently the Caſe, eſpecially among 

Perſons of a very high Quality, or of the Blood Royal, 

who are obliged to marry for the Good of the State, 
without the Heart, either of the one or the other, be- 

ing conſulted. 43 

U wou'd then be greatly ſurprized, beautiful 
Julia, ſaid Alcippe, to ſee a Woman, by the-Exceſs of 

her Duty only, do all that-cou'd be exacted by the moſt 

ardent and violent Affection. That wou'd be Virtue 
indeed, anſwered Fulia, and the moſt exalted Proof 
that cou'd poſſibly be given of it. — [do believe, 
there may be ſuch Women, but the Examples of them 
are very rare; and I ſhou'd be fired with the utmoſt 

admiration of one capable of it. 8 

OU wou'd then admire Donna Elvira de Zuares, 

reſumed Alcippe; and it is for her Glory that T'wou'd 

bring this amiable Society acquainted” with her Hiſtory. 

Lwiſh, interrupted Hortenffa, we had fallen ſooner - 

. | this 


«a * — 2 


, TIONS 


the Library; where the charming Camilla entering, 


fire they chad to diſten to this Hiſtory. 


| 7g 
this Topic of Duty; Alcippe might, by this time, have 
made « conſiderable Þ rogreſs in his Hiſtory 3 whereas 


I now foreſee, we ſhall be oblig'd to poſtpone our 


Attention till afr Dinner. „ 8 
8H E had no ſooner done ſpeaking, than they were 
informed, it waited them in the Hall. All the Com- 
pany expreſſed a Diſſatisfaction at this Delay of their 
Curiofity, And it was in this kind of Converſation 
they paſſed the whole time of their Eating; and were 
no ſooner roſe from Table, than they went e, o 

rſt 
This, ſaid ſhe, is tlie Place deſtined for reviving the Me- | 


mory of heroick and illuſtrious Actions; nor wou'd any 
other accerd ſo well with thoſe we expect to hear of 
Donna Elvira de Zuares. | | 


NONE of the Company made any other Reply to 
theſe Words, than by caſting a beſeeching Look on A- 
citje; and every one being ſeated according to their 
Inclinations, teſtified by their Silence the extreme De- 

I know ver well, ſaid Alcippe, that it is not allowed 
me to diſpenſe with the Laws eſtabliſhed in this beauti- 


ful Manſion, and that I ought not to refuſe the Pay- 


ment of that Tribute expected from me; and, how- 
ever uncapable I am of performing what is deſired of 


me, in a manner worthy the Attention of ſuch as are 


to hear me, or of the Virtues of the Lady who is the 


Subject of my Diſcourſe, I truſt that my ready Obe- 


dience will attone for my want of Eloquence. 

THEN: keeping ſilence for two or three Moments, 
to recollect hat he was about to relate, he began in 
theſe Terms: | | e 


The HISTORY of Donna ELvIRA 
DE LUARES. 

A FE TER the Duke of Alva had ſubjected the King: 
I dom of Portugal to the Crown of Spain, Philip Il. 
employed his utmoſt Policy to make himſelf beloved 
and feared by all the great Families of the Portugueſe : 

he knew they endured his Yoke with Impatience ; and 

thoſe who had ſubmitted themſelves, did it either be- 
cauſe they had no longer the power to reſiſt, through 

a Motive of Ambition, in hope to be raiſed by the 
Conqueror to greater Poſts than they held before. One 0 

the moſt conſiderable among the latter was Don Balthazar 
de Lama, a young Lord, of an ancient and noble Fa- 
| mily ; but whoſe Anceſtors had diſſipated the greateſ 

part of the Eſtate which ſhou'd have deſcended to him, 
in the Service of the Kings of Portugal. 

HIS Fortune, by this means, being little confor 
mable to that Ambition with which his Soul was en 
flamed, made him look with Joy on a Revolution which 

preſented him with an occaſion of re-eſtabliſhing hi 

Family: for the Attainment of which, he negleQed 

nothing that might procure him the Favour of the King 

of Spain, and all the great Men of his Court, The ei 
traordinary Zeal he teftified for the Intereſts of that Mc 

narch, ſo much ingratiated him to the Duke of 4 

that he recommended him in ſo advantageous a. man 

ner to Philip II. as made him confer on him the molt 
important Employments ; in all which, he had the 

Happineſs to acquit himſelf with. Succeſs. - 

DON Balthazar no ſooner ſaw himſelf arrived at” 
the Heighth he wiſhed, than he began to think of ren 
dering his Grandeur laſting. by ſome powerful Alliance 

as Ambition took up all his Heart, and Love had nc 


part of the Nuptials he deſigned to form, he gave 0 f 
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ſelf all neceſſary time to find out a Perſon whoſe Fami- 
ly and Riches might fully gratify that darling Paſſion, 

DONNA Elvira de Zuares, who was the ſole Inhe- 
ritrix of the vaſt Wealth of one of the moſt flouriſhing 
ind powerful Families in all Portugal, and whoſe excel- 
ſent Beauty was even more the Subject of Diſcourſe 
than her Riches, was the Object on which Don Bal- 
thazar caſt his Eyes. Elxira was no more than eigh- 
teen Years old, and was under the Care of Don Pedro 
de Zuares, Brother to her Father, who dying, left her 
to his Tuition : he loved her with an extreme Tender- 
neſs, and ſeeing her the only Hope of the Family, he 
having no Children, took all imaginable Care to edu- 
cate her in ſuch a manner, as ſhould make her worthy 
the immenſe Fortune ſhe wou'd be Miſtreſs of. 

DONNA Elvira being ſuch as I have deſcribed her, 
Don Balthazar found her environ'd with a great Num- 
ber of Pretenders; but one among them was diſtin» 
ruiſhed from the reſt, not only for being the moſt ami- 
able and perfect of all the Cavaliers, but alſo that he 
had been made choice on by her Mother, while they 


been united in the moſt ſtrict Friendſhip with the Pa- 
ent of Don Sebaſtian de Suza, for that was the Name 
of this young Lord: and the Father of Donna Elvira ' 
being alſo leaſed with the Propoſal, theſe two beau- 
fiful Children were brought up with the Belief that 
they were born for each other, and ſhou'd one Day be 
joined in the moſt indiſſoluble Bands. . 
THEIR innocent Hearts tak ing the Impreſſion from 
he Mouths of Perſons they were accuſtomed to obey 
in every thing, ſoon began to love each other, and to 
declare it; their Paſſion commencing before the Know- 
edge of thoſe Rules which forbid making any ſhew 
f it, but under patticular Limitations, unbridled Na- 
ure diſcovered itſelf in every Look and Action. Sebaſ- 
ian was reſtrained by no awe or Terror of 2 | 
ind Elvira knew not that ſhe had any Cauſe to blu 
n 2vowing he was the deareſt Thing on Farth to her. 
hus was their Affection conceived in Innocence, 
brought up in Duty, and confirmed and augmented as 
Vor. NV. 9 X 5 they 


8: . 


were in their moſt tender Infancy. That Lady had 


„ - 
they daily arrived at a more perfect Knowledge of the 
Perfections of each other. | : 
H E Father and Mother of Elvira dying, before ei. 
ther ſhe or Don Sebaſtian attained at Years ſufficient g 
To enter into the married State, Don Pedro de Zuares en- 
couraged in the ſame manner they had done, the mutual 
Tenderneſs of theſe young Lovers; and they were eve. f 
ry day expecting to be united for ever, when the hap. 
py Moment was retarded by the terrible Diſorders of 
the State. Don Sebaſtian, King of Portugal, engaging [ 
mſelf in that unfortunate Expedition into Africa, loſt 40 
his Life, and great part of his beſt Forces ; and this it 
was that laid the Realm open to the Invaſion of the 
| Duke of Alva, and gave the firſt occaſion to thoſe i |, 
Troubles which ended not but in the entire Subverſion 
of the Government. | 5 
OUR young Hearts beheld not this Oppoſition of il . 
the Times, without an extreme Concern, but their For. I h 
titude enabled them to ſuſtain it, without any viſible Ho 
Marks of Weakneſs ; and the publick Tranquility wa » 
no ſooner re-eſtabliſhed, than Don Pedro began to think * 
of concluding their Marriage, and no Obftacle appeared * 
to their Deſires; when the ambitious Don Balthazar dt 
Lama raiſed up one, which all their Love and Fidelity 
cou'd not be able to remove. He was not ignorant o 
the mutual Tenderneſs of theſe two Lovers, nor the 
Engagements of Don Pedro, but vain of the Merits 0 
His Perſon, and the great Intereft he had at the Cour 
of Spain, he eaſily perſuaded himſelf, he ſhou'd be 
accepted before all the Rivals in the World. In thi 
Belief, he heſitated not to make his Addreſſes to E 
vira, and to deſire Don Pedro wou'd forward his Pre 
tenſions. „ 5 
As his Birth and Intereſt with Philip II. demanded 
Reſpe&, Don Pedro de Zuares received him with all the 
Honours he con'd expect; which ſtill flattering hin 
with a Belief, that his Propoſals wou'd be gratefull 
received, he reſolved not to defer letting him know the 
Buſineſs on which he came. 
TO this end, having engaged him to walk wits bin p. 
den the Banks of the Tagys, and being a little * v. 
| : — = | tom 


WE Ag 
from the Company that went with them, My Lord; 
ſaid he, looking on him with a Countenance which teſ- 

tiled his inward Aſſurance of Succeſs, I flatter myſelf, 


that the Propoſal I have to make to you will be far 


from diſagreeable ; the Advantages you may receive by 
it, convince. me, you will receive it with pleaſure, 
You know that I. have the Honour to be well in the 
Eſteem of our preſent Monarch, the Favours I have 
received from him, and thoſe I have reaſon to expect, 
are undeniable Proofs of his Goodneſs to me : by what 
I have done, you. may judge what is in my power to 
do, and is ſufficient to ok you think an Alliance- 
with me, your Intereſt as well as mine. Our Families 
are now the moſt conſiderable in all Portugal, and yours 
by being united to mine, will perſuade King Philip, that 
your Attachment to. him is equal to what he has found 
from me, and you will have a Right to demand Poſts of 
Honour and Employments for yourſelf and Friends, to 
which otherwiſe you could have no Pretenſions, or 
Hope of obtaining. PR | 
'TWOULD be very difficult to expreſs the Diſor- 
der Don Pedro was in at this Diſcourſe : his Prudence 
you'd not permit him-to ſay any thing which might 
ſhock a Man, from whoſe Revenge he had every . 
to fear; nor wou'd his Honour yield, that he ſhou' 
even ſeem to retract the many ſolemn Promiſes he had 
made to Don Sebaſtian de Suza, In this Extremity, he 
was obliged to retire into himſelf ſome Moments, before 
be could reply; but ſeeing that Don Balthazar teſtified | 
ſomewhat of Impatience in his Looks, How unhappy . 
are we, my Lord, faid he, that the generous Lama 
did no ſooner make a Declaration of his Sentiments J. 
He cou'd nat have doubted, if I wou'd not have prefer: 
red him to all the Grandees, either of Portugal or Spain; 
but, my Lord, it is now out of my power : my Niece 
ls engaged to Don Sebaſtian de Sura my Word is. 
given, and you know among thoſe of our Rank, it ought 
to be inviolable —— Think, therefore, I beſeech you, 
that Elyira and Sebaſtian are deſtined, by Heaven, for 
each other, : | 5 | | 
FROM their very Infancy they were taught to che- 
Vol I = * rifh 


„ Wh 
riſk this Hope, and to love; their mutual Affection 
more than is ordinarily to be found He lixeʒ 
but in the Proofs he receives of her Tendernefs, and 
ſne wou'd rather chooſe to die, than refrain conferring 
them. I dare believe, my Lord, that you have Senti. 
ments too delicate to contribute any thing to the Se- 
paration of two Hearts ſo firmly united. However, con- 
tinued he, perceiving a kindling Rage began to redden 
in his Eyes, in ſpite of this reciprocal Paſſion, had your 
Lordſhip entertained Thoughts of honouring me with 
your Alliance ſome Years ago, as I then had not given 
my Word to Don Sebaſtian, and was entirely Maſter of 
the Fate of Elvira, I cou'd have compelled her, by 
my Authority, to have given you her Hand : but thingy 
are now too far advanced, and I am perſnaded you have 
too much Honour yourſelf to defire I ſhou'd blemiſh 
mine, by failing in what I have promiſed, . | 
I Tis not my Intention, reply'd Don Balthazar, with 
a malicious Smile; but, Don Pedro, there are means 
to ſcreen ourſelves from all Reproaches, and when ve 
are conſtrained by ſupreme Orders, all Promiſes ate 
ſwallowed up in Obedience. I believe you underſtand 
me, and that there is no neceſſity I ſhou'd ſay more, to 
oblige you not to diſpoſe of Elvira, but to whom the 
King ſhall give * with theſe Words, without 
waiting for what the other ſhou'd have ſaid, he rejoined 
the Company; and as this Party of Pleaſure had been 
formed by Lama, he broke it up as ſoon as poſſible, and 
took leave of Don Pedro, wich a, Politeneſs mingled 
with Fierceneſs, which made him judge how ſerious 
he was in this Aﬀair, _ „ 

AT Don Pedro's return home, he found Efvira and 
Suva, who giving themſelves up wholly to the Joy of 
being, in a ſhort time, united for ever, had paſſed all 
that Day in mutual Proteſtations of eternal Love and 
Conſtancy. Don Zedro cou d not look upon them with- 
out being ſtruck with the moſt piercing Sorrow; it ap- 
peared ſo viſibly on his Countenance, that the two Lo- 
vers were equally alarmed at it, and joined to entreat 
him to reveal the Cauſe. As he knew they muſt be in- 
formed of it ſoon or late, he repeated all the Conver's 
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tion he had with Don Balthazar de Lama. The fre- 
quent Viſits of that Nobleman had already given ſome 
Suſpicion to Don Sebaſtian, which the tender Aſſurances 
of Elvira had, in ſome meaſure, calmed ; but this un- 
foreſeen Blow renewed all his Jealouſies with greater 
Rage than Ever, and, at the fame time, threw him in- 
to 2 Deſpair, of which he was not Mafter. He fore- 
aw, in that inſtant, all the Misfortunes which after- _ 
wards befel him; and, not doubting but his Rival 
wou'd be able to carry every thing above him, by his 
Intereſt and Favour with the King, he cou'd think of 
no other Remedy for this Misfortune, than to put an 
end to the days of this formidable Enemy to his Hap- 
pines, Hate, Love, and Jealouſy combining with the 
Ardour of Youth, ſupported. by the Conſciouſheſs of a 
high Birth, and equal Courage, he was departing that 
moment with the Refolution of demanding of Lama a 
blooly Reparation for the Outrage he was attempting 
to offer him. © * e 2 
IN vain Don Pedro made uſe of all his Efforts to a- 
bate a Fury ſo juftly raiſed, and but for the tender E. 
tra, that Day had put an end to the Life of one of 
theſe fiexce and” incenſed Rivals. But that beautiful 
Lady perceiving her Uncle was incapable of perſuading, 
pieced herſelf between the Door of the Chamber and 
on Sebaſtian, and laying her Hand upon his Shoulder, 


ſmoke to him in the% terms, and with a Reſolution. 
which aſtoniſhed him. | 


SIN CE, faid ſhe, the juſt Reaſons Don Pedro has 


alledged can prevail nothing on you, liſten to what I 
now aſſure you, and from which not all the Powers on 
Farth ſhall oblige me to recede: if you are preſump- 
tuous enough to attack Don Balthazar de Lama, conti- 


a 


nued ſhe, and hazard, at the ſame time, your own Life, 
my Glory, and my eternal Peace, by a Combar, which 
Prudence, Policy, and the preſent Conjucture of Af- 
fairs equally forbid, 


above, or dear below, never to be yours. 


ſwear, by all that I hold facred 


%. 


WHAT, Madam | cry'd Suza, is the Life of my 


Rival already become ſo precious to you, that you con- = 
Death, if I but attempt to give it. © Ml 


Vo I. IV. | X 3 | _ - 
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1 
T hate Lama, reply d ſhe, hate him with a mortal 
Hatred, yet not the thouſandth part ſo much as I love 
you : his Death wou'd be no Conſolation to me for the 
Loſs of you, and whether vanquiſhed by him, or Van. 
quiſher over him, your Deſtruction is inevitable 
There are means leſs dangerous ; and to preſerve us for 
each other, it is my part to employ them, and yours 
to obey me in this only Occaſion, in which it is in your 
power to prove how much you are devoted to me, 
And what is it I muſt do ? demanded he, with the 
moſt ſorrowful Air: And what is it you condemn i 
n Ss | 20 
1 O love me, reply 'd Elvira, looking on him with M 
the extremeſt Tenderneſs, to wait the Cares of Don p 
Pedro, and, above all, to depend on my Fidelity. All vc 
that I forbid you, is, not to undertake any thing againſt Wl 2: 
Four Rival by Force of Arms: we are not on terms ſuch th 
as permit me to disfigure my Sentiments ; I was always bz 
commanded to love you, and only you, and I foundWpo 
the Injunctions of my Duty were my chief Felicity Une 
No, my dear Sebaſtian, continued ſhe, giving him her mi 
Hand, I will never be but yours Let this Pro- no 
miſe calm the Tranſports of your Rage, diſſipate allWhhe 
your Fears, and render you capable of joining us in al | 
probable Meaſures, to overturn the Deſigns of this cruel Ho 
Invader of our mutual Happineſs. EOS | 
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' THERE needed no more to oblige the amorous que 
Suxa to promiſe all they exacted from him, he threw|of t 
himſelf at the Feet of Elvira, and all his Fury recedingWir 
to his Love, he intreated a thouſand times over Pardon mig 
for his Suſpicions, and ſhe as often repeated, that ſneſ Doi 
wou'd never yield her Hand or Heart to any but him-the 
ſelf. But it was not without the moſt violent Con-thet 
ſtraint, thar ſhe concealed the Trouble ſhe was in, to 
fee him in that ſubmiſſive and ſorrowful Condition, and 
coud not do it ſo artfully, but that ſome Tears, in 
| ſpite of her, ran down her Cheeks. She loved Sebaf- 
tian, if poſſible, more than ever, and curſed the luc 
leſs Moment that had preſented her to the Eyes of the 

ambitious Balthazar. bas 


DON Pearo could not behold this SpeQacle 1 


— 


RE 

the moſt preſſing Emotions of Grief, renderneſ and 
ve Piry. He aſſured them again and again that he would 
he neglect nothing to prevent all that Balthazar mighr 
in- enterprize againſt their Loves; and, as the firſt Step, it 
nuss agreed in this little Council, that they ſhou'd aſ- 


for Ml ſemble together all of the two Houſes of Zuares and Su- 
urs 22, and inform them of the Obſtacle put to their long 
zur intended Alliance, and engage both the one and the 
me. other to oppoſe it with all their Powers. ; 
the AS theſe two Families were the moſt ancient and con- 
mn Ml ſiderable in the Kingdom, it might be preſumed, that 
acting in concert, they ſhou'd be able to prevail over a 
ith Man of an illuſtrious Birth indeed, but who owed his 
Don preſent Greatneſs to a Reverſe of Fortune, very grie- 
All vous to all who were for the ancient Eſtabliſhment. Don 
inſt Wl Pedro loſt no time in this Affair, and the next day all 
uch MW the Kindred and Allies of Donna Elvira and of Don Se- 
ys bafian met together, to whom this good old Man re- 
und ported the Reaſon of his ſummoning them in this ſolemn 
- manner, Elvira was the only Perſon of both the Fa- 
her milies who was abſent at this Aſſembly, her Modeſty 
Pro- not permitting her to be preſent at the Difcourſes which 
 allW he Law muſt be held on this Subject. | 
1 all DO N Pedro repreſented the Caſe as the Head of the 
cruel Houſe of Zuares, and Don Sebaſtian as the Chief of that 
of si; they both declared themſelves in ſuch elo- 
rousMquent and touching Terms, that no Perſon there but was 
rewof the Opinion they were; and the Zuares, who, ar 
dingMWirſt, were a little dazled with the Advantages which 
don might accrue to them, from the Marriage of Elvira with 
Don Balthazar, changed their Sentiments as ſoon as 
they heard Sebaſtian peak, and ſwore to oppoſe, with 
Con- their whole Might, the Deſigns of Lama, and to go all 
together, and proſtrate themſelves at the Feet of K ing 
Philip, to conjure him not to interpoſe his Authority for- 
the diſſolving a Contract long ſince made, and which 
onour and Probity ought to render indiſſoluble. 
THIS Reſolution taken, they judged it, however, 
Improper. to be proſecuted, till Don Balthazar ſhou'd 
ſpeak more plain. Donna Catherina Mendoce, the Mo- 
houtMther of Sa, thought it beſt, that the Marriage be- 
| „ . | tween 


Saws -- 


( 236). * 


tween Elvira and Sebaſtian ſhou'd be immediately ſo- 
lemnized, in order to take from Don Balthazar. all Poſ- 
ſibility of compaſſing his Intent; but the Zuare, op- 


poſed that Motion, giving for Reaſons, that as Baliba. 


zar had mingled the Name of King in the Converſation 
he had-with Don Pedro, it was imprudent to do any 
thing precipitately ; ſince it was not to be imagined, 
he wou'd have ſpoken in that manner, without the 
conſent of his Majeſty; and, after ſuch Words, the 
Celebration of the Marriage wou'd be look'd upon as 
a premeditated. Diſobedience : they rather thought it 
better to make publick Preparations for the Marriage, 
as of a thing deſigned before, and which they had no 
Apprehenſions of Danger in accompliſhing. Þ _ 
_ THO' theſe Sentiments were directly contrary to 
thoſe of Suza, yet he was obliged to conform to them, 
this Advice being by much the greateſt part of the Af. 
 ſembly approved. After which, they ſeparated with 
a new Atlurance, that they wou'd defend Elvira for Se- 
baſtian, by all the ways they cou'd, without flying in 
the Face f 1 lng, | 
' WHILE theſe things were doing, Don. Balthazar 
de Lama ſuffered not himſelf to be idle : the manner 
in which Don Pedro had received his Proppſal of Mar- 
riage with his Niece, 2 his Pride in the moſt ſen- 
ſible manner, and reſolving not to be overcome in a 
Matter of ſo much Conſequence, departed the ſame Day 
for the Court of Spain; where he exerted his Intereſt 
| ſo ſucceſsfully with King Philip, that he not only ap- 
proved his Alliance with the Houſe of Zuares, but, in 
3 of his Marriage, gave him the Government of 
Goa, and made him Viceroy in the Indies. He had no 
ſo>ner obtained theſe magnificent Titles, than he haſt⸗ 
ed back to Lisbon, furniſhed with Letters to the Pich- 
dent of the Council, to oblige Don Pedro to Compliance 
with his Deſires. 2 
THE News of this ſudden Elevation, filled with 
Jealouſy and Conſternation the Hearts of all thoſe who 
pretended to thar Poſt by their Services: thoſe ot the 
Family of Suza were among the Number of the Male- 
contents; but they had, in a little time, a new Sub- 
1 . jec 
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o. Nec of Hatred againſt Lama : he having heard, at his 


cf- Warrival; that magnificent Preparations were —_— 
op- WM for the Nuptials of Elvira and Don Sebaſtian, occaſion 
„a- in immediate Stop to be pur to them. The Preſident 


ion Nof the Council was his intimate Friend, and had no 


ny Wſooner received 3 from the King of Spain, than 
ed, Ile ſent for Don Pedbb, to whom he declared the Inten- 
the ions of that Monarch were, that he ſhou'd give his 
the N Niece to Don Balthazar de Lama; and, for that end, 
1 45 break all Engagements he had entered into before the 
it N knowledge thereof. . N | 

ge, 1T was in vain that Don Pedro alledged the Laws 


no ef Honour, the mutual Paſſion of the two Lovers, and 


the Ceremony of making them one, juſt ready to be 


to Meompleated ; he cou'd obtain no other Anſwer from the 

Preſident, than that it was the King's Pleafure, and 

that he had a preciſe Order to ſee it complied with, _ 
Laſtbly touched at this Violence; and 


Don Pedro was 
hoping it might yet be diſpenſed with, at leaft willing 
0 have nothing wherewith to reproach himſelf, he 
ſummoned both the Families a ſecond time, to remind 
them of the Promiſe they had made in behalf of Elvi- 


$24 came readily, being animated by 2!l the Motives 


ſen- of Glory and Ambition; but the greateſt part of the 
in 1 BW vares were abſent, and thoſe who came, ſaid, they 
Day hi! promiſed to oppoſe Don Balthazar, but not the 
reſt Wrders of his Majefty : and that it was neither the Du- 
ap" Wy nor the Intereſt of their Family, that Don Pearo 
; 10 Wou'd refuſe his Niece to an Offer ſo advantageous as 
t of Won Balthazar de Lama, Viceroy of the Indies, and Go- 

| 19 W:rnour of Goa. rp | IT 
* THEN Don Pedro ſeeing himſelf condemned to 
eli- 


reak his Promiſe, even by thoſe of his own Family, 
ad no other Anſwer. to make to the Reproaches of 
Don Sebaſtian, than ſhewing him the Orders of the 
ing. *Tis eaſy to conceive the Exceſs of Grief, in 
Dich the two Lovers were now plunged : all the Ci- 
took part in their Misfortunes, but none durſt under» 
ale- Make any thing to remedy them. The beautiful Elvira 
as ina Situation the moſt cruel that can be imagined; 
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forced to receive the Viſits of Don Balthazar, and de 
rived. for ever, of the fight of her dear Sebaſtian: all 
er Thoughts were continually taken up in lamenting 
her ill Fortune, and in contriving unavailing Strata. 
gems to retard a Hymen, which ſhe bold on as the Sen 
— / ͤ 

DON pedro had obtained eigll Days of the Pref 
dent, under pretence of employing that time in per- 
ſuading Elvira to the Marriage; but in effect to think 
of ſome Meaſures, if poſſible, to break it off. He trie 
all ſorts of ways to oblige Lama to deſiſt his Purſuit 
ſet before his Eyes the Injuſtice and Barbarity of ſepa 


1 
wr 
4 


rating two Perſons, whoſe Hearts were cemented by th 


ſtricteſt Ties: then repreſented the little Contentmey 
he cou'd expect with a Wife who was ſo but by Force 
and, in fine, urged all that Honour, Wiſdom, or Piet 
cou'd ſuggeſt againſt this Match. | 
BUT theſe Remonſtrances were far from effeQing 
the deſired Purpoſe ; Don Balthazar had other Viey 
in an Alliance with Elvira, and wanted Delicacy « 
Soul to be touched either with her Sufferings, or th 
Reſentment ſhe might have againſt him, for this Con 
ſtraint on her Inclinations. 5 
DON Sebaſtian, in the mean time, was reſolutet 
die, rather than permit Elvira ſhou'd be given to the 
Arms of Balthazar; was continually in Conſultatio 
with Don Pedro, but prevailed on him to conceal fron 
Elvira the Depth of his Deſpair, or that he had an 
Deſigns to oppoſe the intended Marriage, farther tha 
by his Prayers to Heaven : he alſo avoided the fight 
Don Balthazar, never viſiting Don Pedro but at tho 
Hours when he was ſure he was not there. This Con 
duct, which Elvira imagined was the. effect of her Ot 
ders, entirely diſſipated the Fears ſhe had been info 
him, and gave her Time and Coolneſs of Mind to me 
ditate on what was beſt for her to de. She cou'd 10 
think it poſſible, that a Man ſhou'd obſtinately perli 
in his Deſires of marrying a Woman, who ſhou'd tel 
him with her own Mouth, all the Softneſs of her 80 
was devoted to another; and therefore reſolved to p# 


over all ſorts af Conſiderations, to convince Lanes 
| [ 


3:  - 
his Truth. A young Maid truly diſcreet cou'd not 
bring herſelf to ſuch a Confeſſion, without the utmoſt 
ain, — to a Man who wou'd, and perhaps 
might become her Husband. But Elvira knowing that 
all that had been ſaid to him by others made no Im- 
preſſion on him, was determined to force her Modeſty 


de 
all 
tin 8 
rata 
Sen 


reſi 


per- 


C reduced, render'd her more bold; and one day, when 
Ind 


Don Balthazar found her only with her Women, and 


trieWhe had given her an Opportunity to execute her De- 
uit When, by reminding her that the time her Uncle de- 
epaMWnanded was very near expired; my Lord, anſwered: 
than, you wou'd do an Action worthy of everlaſting 


men 
ce 
Pier 


Qing 
iey 
* 0 
1 th 
Con 


Praiſes, if you wou'd pralong it for my whole Life: 
or, in fine, you cannot be ignorant that I am deſtined 
another by my Parents, and my own Inclination 3 
nd when enn pretend to hope, I may one day be 

drought to Iove you; the Exceſs of Grief you ſee me 
plunged in, convinces you, in ſpite of yourſelf, that 


n knows this Truth, why then ſhou'd I fear to tell 
t you? — — Learn then, continred ſhe, bluſhing, 
earn from my own Mouth, that I love, and am be- 
oved with the utmoſt Extremity of Paſſion.. 
o other than Non Sebaſtian de Suxa can pretend to my 
eart; it is a Paſhon born with me, of a piece with 
y Life, and will continue to my Grave — What 
you'd be the Glory, what the Sweetneſs of a married 
State, where the beſt you ſhou'd find from your Wife 
vou d be Coldneſs and Indifference ? ——— Where 
he Perſon who fi:ls your Arms wou'd return your En- 
learments but with Sighs for your Rival, and who 
ou'd continually reproach you both with her Words 
nd Tears, for being the Author of her Misfoi tune ? 
AH! my Lord, for your owr. aks as well as mine, 
onfider well on the Horrors ot aich an Union: ſpare 
ſourſelf the Shame it wou'd raw on you. re- 
nember, that all tlie Woria is ſenſible I love you not, 
hat I never ſhall love you, and that my eternal Ten- 
lerneſs is for my Rival. "Theſe are my Senti- 
nents; my ther I will not conceal them from you; 
> coo you 
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o chis laſt Reſource : the Extremity to which ſhe was 


here is no Poſſibility I ſhall ever do ſo ——— All Li 
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their Conſequence, may, perhaps, be more fatal tt 


| pale, and was about to interrupt her an hundred times 


that it was not yet his Right to ſpeak as Maſter, h 


neſs for Suza aroſe from your Obedience to your J 
rents; they are dead, and a greater Power, the Kin 
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will ſuffer in an Union with you, I expect only th 
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you ſhall have nothing to reproach me with, when it ig 
ho longer in your power to break thoſe Ties which will 
be then no leſs dreadful to you than to myſelf. 
Defiſt, therefore, from your Purſuit ——— return ti 
Juſtice and to Reaſon, and force me not to enter int 
Engagements ſo ſhocking to my Soul, and which, it 


your Glory. than to mine, | 

- WHATEVER good Opinion Don Balthazar hai 
of himſelf, it was impoſſible to diſſemble the ſpire he 
conceived at this Diſcourſe; he redden'd, he turned 


t had no Words to explain himſelf by: his Surprize 
was at leaſt equal to his Vexation, to ſee a Maid of he 
Age, and whoſe Modeſty was as conſpicuous as het 
Beauty, aſſume Courage to reveal a Secret of that na 
ture, to a Perſon who was to be her Spouſe. | 
As he was naturally fierce and haughty, he was go 
ing to anſwer her with ſharpneſs ; but then refleQing 


conſtrained himſelf, as much as poſſible, that nothing 
of what paſſed in his Soul might be obvious to her 
and looking on her, not with Anger, but with Cole 
neſs enough ; Any other than myſelf, Madam, {ai 
he, might have juſt Cauſe to fear the Conſequences o 
Marriage after ſuch a Confidence; but as I know yo 
Virtue,. nothing is capable of intimidating me,— 

You are yet too young to know yourſelf ; your Tender 


himſelf, now commands you to love me: I dare be 
lieve, your m_ will be always a Law to you, and thi 


you will tranſplant all the Affection you were bid 9, 
beſtow on my Rival, on him you are now ordained Mes 
give it to, By 2 e * 

I confeſs, I am charmed with that Readineſs wit. 
which you followed the firſt Will of your Parents; WM... 
may judge by that Reſignation in your Nature, tu Z, 

d 


you will always p—_ chat glorious Title of a v 


tuous Woman, and far from apprehending my Hono 


OO 
ertremeſt Felicity. Ceaſe then, any vain Ende avouff 
to change me; the more you have loved Don Sebaſtian, 
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and when you ſhall confider that it is ſo which com- 
mands you to love me, I ſhall find the happy Effects 


his Chair, never imagine I ſhall forego my Pretenſi- 
ons; but, on the contrary, I now go to preſs the haſ- 
tening that fortunate Moment, which ſhall put me in 
oſſeſſion of ſo perfect an Object. With theſe Words, 
having made her a low Bow, he went out of the Room, 
leaving her in ſo great a Deſpair, for the ill Succeſs of 
her Enterprize, that, had ſhe not been prevented by 
her Women, ſhe had certainly laid violent Hands on 
her own Life. Leonora was the chief of thoſe who at- 
ended her, had been her Nurſe, and was a Perſon of 


0 dereat Diſcretion; yet all the Arguments ſhe cou'd al- 

>Cing edge, joined to the Affection Elvira had for her, ſeemed 

gr 00 little, for a long time, to calm the furious Agita- 
in 5 


ions of her Soul. 


* BUT, as Elvira had a Soul truly great, and entirely 
9 ee from thoſe Weakneſſes to which too many of her 
* ex abandon themſelves, ſhe at laſt recovered her uſual 


ourage : and, aſhamed of her firſt Emotions, as con- 
ary both to her Religion and her Glory, ſhe thanked 
omora for the Remonſtrances ſhe had made her, But 
ho' the Rage againſt herſelf was over, the Diſdain ſhe 
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at moment, a firm Reſolution to throw herſelf, for 
er, into a Cloiſter, rather than yield to be his Wife, 
he ironical Air with which he had ſpoke, had touch- 


te muſt expect with a Husband of that Humour, pro- 
ſted to herſelf to neglect nothing which might de- 
ver her from him. | : 5 

LEO NORA, ſaid ſhe to her Nurſe, after having 
dered her other Women to retire, I yield to your 
aſons, and promiſe you to do nothing unworthy of 
e; but you muſt then approve a Deſign I have juſt 
Vol, IV. Y now 
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the more I find you worthy to be loved. Tis Duty, 1 
know, that regulates all the Movements of your Heart, 


of it, — Therefore, Madam, continued he, riſing from 
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onceived for Don Balthazar was not ſo; and ſhe took, 


| her to the quick: ſhe was ſenſible of the whole 
leaning of his Words, and judging rightly of the Fate 
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Houſe of Don Pedro, and conduct 


end, his Aſtoniſhment might be a convincing proof, 


is pofhble the King himſelf may reflect on the Bir 


ther in behalf of his Favourite. 
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TT 
now formed, and aſſiſt me in the execution of it: all 
my Family abandon me, an ambitious Policy has turn 
ed them on the ſide of Lama; but I am determined te 
mew them, I deſpiſe thoſe vain Titles with which they 
have ſuffered themſelves to be dazzled, and, in ſpite 
«of the whole World, will never be for any Man, if ! 
cannot be for the unfortunate Sebaſtian. | 
THEN ſhe conjured her to help her in leaving th 
| er to a Monaſtery 
where the Siſter of Leonora was a Recluſe ; ſhe alk 
*cammanded her not to diſcover her Retreat to any per 
fon in the World, not even to Sebaſtian himſelf ; to the 


that he had no hand in her Elopement. The Pifficul 
ty of finding me, ſaid ſhe, will give time to Don] 
-dro, his Friends, and thoſe of Sebaſtian, to enter inte 
ſome meaſures, perhaps more ſucceſsful than any they 
yet have try'd; and, at the fame time, aſſure all th, 
Protectors of Don Lama, of my fixed Averſion for him 


barity of his Commands, and uſe his Authority no fir 


LEONORA made uf? of her utmoſt Efforts to dif 
ſuade her from this Deſign; but it was invincibly ſet 
'tled-in her Mind: ſo that, finding ſhe could not pre 
'vail, ſhe conſeated to do as ſhe required, and ſwor 
an inviolable Secrecy. As there now wanted but ty 
Days of the eiglit Don Pedro had obtained from the Pre 
ſident, it was concluded between them to depart th 
next Night. v ; | 
LEONORA went immediately to prepare her Sil 
ter, and every thing happened according as they de 
fired : the Nun, who had great Power in the Monal 
tery, aflured Leonora, that the wou'd conceal Elvira 
— pO none ſhou'd know any thing more of her thi 
ſhe was willing to reveal. | 
THE Affair being thus regulated, the Night of ti 
ſucceeding Day, when the whole Family beſide we 
buried in Sleep, Donna Elvira having none but Leoni 
with her, went out of her Apartment, by a pair 


Back-ſtairs, into the Garden, which had a Door th 
| Hes. - opens 


——_— 
all opened into a Quarter of the Town, but little frequent. 
turn ed: there Elvira found a Chaiſe, which Leonora had? 
ed to appointed at that time, attended by Men on whoſe Fi- 
theyMWclity ſhe cou'd depend. They took leave of each other: 
ſpiteMin this place, Elvira thinking it beſt, ſhe ſhou'd remain. 
| if In the Houſe, and feign an entife Ignorance what was. 
| become of her; to the end, ſhe might privately inform. 
her of all that paſſed. = | ER 
THIS beautiful Perſon arrived at the Convent, and: 


g the 
ſtery 


e alſq vas received without any Accident or Obſtacle ; and. 
Per Lorora returned to her Chamber, leaving the Garden- 
to th Door open; ſhe had alſo the Precaution to faſten E 


cira's Sheets to the Bars of the Window, to make it 
zppear, as if ſhe had eſcaped that _ Then having 
done all that was neceſſary for the better concealing 


Proof, 
ficul 


n ? 


r intq the Truth, ſhe went to Bed, and waited patiently for: 
 theylthe Hour in which it was her Cuſtom to go into her 
11 the liſtreſs's Apartment. 7 


him 
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10 far 


THE unhappy Elvira was no ſooner ſafe in her Re- 
trext, than ſhe wrote to the Preſident of the Council, 
the Siſter of Leonora having undertaken to get her Let- 
ter delivered to him, without his being able to diſco- 
er by whoſe hand it was brought. In effect, this Num 
had a near Relation in his Family, to whom ſhe gave 
„ and he took the Opportunity, when the Room was 
ree from Company, to lay if on a Table, where he 
ew the Preſident muſt needs ſee i. ; 

DON Balthazar and Don Sebaſtian , all this time, 
ere not without Buſineſs ; the former more enflamed 
y the Difficulties he found in the obtaining Bltiras. 
ent directly from her to the Preſident of the Council, 


to dif 
y ſet 
t pre 
Pls 
ut tx 
ie Pre 
rt th 


er Sil 


ey do entreat he wou'd not agree to any longer Delay, in 
vonaiF:ſe Don Pedro ſhou'd require it, and to oblige him to 
vira 1iecute the King's Decree in fixing a Day for the Ce- 
er thifWcbration of the Nuptials ; and having obtained an Aſ- 


urance from him, that he wou'd do as he deſired, he 
hought of nothing but taking the Advantages of thoſe - 
arks of Amity and Reſpect he received from the 
Leoningreateſt part of the Kindred of Elvira, who, charmed 
pair With his Grandeur and good Fortune, looked on his 
r thalliance as a great Favour. 1 | | | 
Y, 2. 10 
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TO comply with their Advances, he accepted the 
Invitation made him by Don Antonio de Silva, one of 
the neareſt Relations of Elvira, to a magnificent Fea 
at a Country Seat he had two Leagues dittant from Li. 
bon, This Party of Pleaſure was, on the next day after 
that Converſation with Elvira, in which ſhe declared 
to him, in ſo full a manner, her Sentiments ; and on 
the Night of which ſhe executed her Deſign, to which 
all things ſeemed to contribute : for Don Sebaſtian be- 
ing informed of this Journey to Antonia de Silva 
thought he had now a convenient Opportunity to put 
in practice what he had long before projected; and, 
for that Reaſon, came not to Don Pedro's, for fear the 
diſcerning Elvira ſhould diſcover, in his Countenance, 
or ſome unguarded Word, what he was about to take 
in hand. So, by both the Rivals being abſent, and 
her Uncle being free from Company, going early to 
Bed, ſhe was entirely free from Interruption. 

THUS Fortune brought to paſs three different In- 
cidents in one Day, In the Morning, the Preſident 0 
the Council found the Letter of Elvira, without being 
able to gueſs by what means it came upon his Table; 
he opened it immediately, and found it contained theſ 
Words: | NT = 


To the Preſident of the Council, 


— — 4 6 ms wed aa i. 44 _ 


« My Lord, DIL 8 . 
— H E unjuſt Violence offered to my Inclinati- h 
e ons, in forcing me to give to Don Balthazar,” 


4 de Lama a Faith already ſolemnly promiſed to Don 
« Sebaſtian de Suxa, obliges me to retire for ever fron 
« the World, I have tried all ſorts of Ways be. 
, fore I came to this Extremity ; but fince nothing 
ac can ſoften the Hearts of my Perſecutors, and they 
<« pretend to compel me to violate all Laws, both Hu 
% man and Divine, I throw myſelf into the Protection 
« of him, from whom alone they durſt not tear me. 
« ——Accule no Perſon of my Flight, I have too 


«* much Intereſt in being concealed, to confide the Se- 
| | , © cret 
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« cret in any one; and whatever Search may be made 
for me, the Place of my Retirement will never be 
« difcovered,. but by the Report of my Death, or the 
Liberty of diſpoſing my Hane. 
— Elvira de Zuares.. 
WHILE the Preſident of the Council was reading 
this Letter, all the Houſe of Don Pedro was in Confu-. 
ſon: Leonora going pretty late into the Chamber of: 
Ekira, followed by her other Women, ſent forth the 
moſt piercing Cries on not finding her; and ſome of 
the others perceiving the Sheets faſtened to the Win- 
dows, ſeconded her with ſo much Vehemence, that 
not only Don Pedro himſelf, but all the Family were 
attracted by their Clamours : his Surprize was extreme 
ly great, but on 1 Leonora, ſhe pa r 
part ſo well, that he had not the leaſt Suſpicion ſhe 
was privy to the Intentions of his Niece. : 
THIS News was immediately. ſpread through the. 
whole City, and confirmed by the. Letter which the- 
preſident of the Council had received, and which, in- 
his Aſtoniſhment, he had read 'to. ſeveral Perſons: 
who happened to be with him when he ſaw it on the. 
Table. All the conſiderable Gentlemen of Lisbon ran; 
to the Houſe of Don Pedro; and the common Opinion 
imong them was, that ſhe was gone with Don Sebaſti- 
in de Zuza ; on which they all went to lis Palace, 
where they found Donna Catharina de Mendoce, his Mo- 
her, who ſwore to them, that her Son had not been 


linati- 
haar 


from home that Night, nor the Day before, but that. 


„ Done went out on Horſeback, early in the Morning, and 
from unattended. N | | ED 
ys be THIS was enough to confirm the Suſpicions they- 
thing before had entertained, and every one formed different 
they udgments on this Action: ſome were eager to find. 
h Him and Elvira, in order to make their Court to Lama, 
eto) reſtoring his Miſtreſs to him; and others, compaſ- 


lonating the Fate of theſe Lovers, reſolved to follow, 


ma n hope- of aſſiſting bim, in caſe he ſhon'd be met by 
1e de. be other Party, and attacked. Among theſe laſt was 
Vor. IV. 1 2.3 h Dax 


66 clet 


Don Pedro, who was perſuaded, as well as the reſt, that 
by ſeeing the one, they ſhou'd alſo find the other. Thus 
they all ſeparated, and every one took a different way, 
each Hattering himſelf with the hope of being ſucceis- 
ful in his Search. 
B U the unfortunate Sebaſtian, little imagining that 
his Abſence cauſed all this Trouble, animated by Love, 
Hatred, and Revenge, being informed that Don 3a]. 
tbazar wou'd quit the Houſe of Antonio de Silva that 
Morning, was gone to meet him in his Return, with 
the deſign either of taking his Life or loſing his own, 
He attended not long, before he ſaw him followed but 
dy three or four Servants : Suza immediately rode up 
to him, and having ſaluted him in a pretty fierce man- 
ner; Don Balthazar, ſaid he to him, I have ſomething 
very important to communicate to you : Are you a Man 
capable of hearing me? Yes, and of anſwering you 
too, reply'd Lama, in the ſame Tone. Then perceiy- 
ing what the Buſineſs was he had with him, he made 
a Sign to his People not to follow; and, without any 
farther Speech, they both ſpurred their Horſes out of 
fight, then alighting both at the ſame time, jumped 
into a- little Valley, defended by a' huge Mountain on 

the ſide next the Road. 5 
THE mutual Fury they had conceived againſt each 
other, allowed them not the power or leiſure to ex- 
Plain themſelves by Words; but Deeds ſufficiently ex- ba 
preſſed the Emotions of their Hearts. They diſchargedWth: 
their Piſtols over their Heads; then, with an equal A- t. 
lacrity and Addreſs, flew on each other with Sword in üf 
hand. Both young, vigorous, and of great Courage vo 
the Combat cou'd not but be terrible, the Equality of to; 
their Forces made the Advantage a long time diſ- Fli 
puted ; Lama, however, was the firſt that was wound ati 
ed, and Suza, by aiming rather to offend his Advet- bor 
fary than defend himſelf, ſoon after received the others doy 
Sword in his Arm: but the ſight of their Blood ſerved] ſuc 
only to augment their. Rage, and one or both muſt cer 
tainly have become the Triumph of Death, if Don 41 
tonio de Silva, with the reſt of the Company, whom 
Balthazar had left at his Houſe, had not been brought 
„ | 10 


 , = 0 OE -Þ 
to the Aſſiſtance of Lama, by his Servants; who eaſily - 
imagined for what reaſon he had gone apart with a + 
ſtrange Cavalier, tho' they doubted not it was Don Se- 
baſtian de Suxa. — | 
THEY arrived juſt as the Arm of each was lifted 
up to give the othec a mortal Blow, and had the good 
fortune to be ſwift enough to prevent the intended 
Miſchief. In fine, they ran between theſe incenſed 
Antagoniſts, and compelled them, unwillingly, to ſe- 
arate, f Get p 
IN that Inftant, Don Pedro and ſome others who 
had taken the ſame Road, in purſuit of Don Sebaſtian, 
35 the Partaker of Elvira's Flight, came up to them, at- 
taſted by the claſhing of Swords, and the Noiſe of 
the Horſes belonging to Don Antonio and his Com- 
an 5 1 6 
fl s Spedtacle, which they ſo little expected, 
threw them into the utmoſt Confternation ; the Lend? 
of Don Sebaſtian encompaſſed him with drawn Swords, 
as reſolute to defend or to revenge him: thoſe of Lama 
did the ſame by him: but Don Pedro and Don Antonio 
ated with ſo much Prudence in mediating the Matter, 
that the two Parties. durſt undertake nothing againſt 
each other, and the one carried away Lama, and the 
other Suxa to their reſpective Palaces. : 
DON Pedro cou'd not diſpenſe with himſelf from 
paying ſome Civilities to Don Balthazar, aſſuring him, 
that he had a ſenſible Regret for this Adventure; and, 
at the ſame time, told him the Loſs of Elvira; and teſ- 
tified ſo great a Freedom in all his Words and Beha- 
viour to him, that it was impoſſible for the other not 
to give faith to what he ſaid : but the News of Elvira's 
Flight put him in ſo great a Rage, that he had ſcarce 
patience to wait till the Surgeons had dreſſed hisWounds, 
for demanding. Vengeance on the Raviſher, whom he 
8 not was 15. and reſolved to accuſe him as 
HOWEVER, Don Pedro having joined this un- 
fortunate Lover, of whom his Friends took the ſame 
Care as the others had done of Lama, ſoon found in 
him ſuch Marks of profound Melancholy, as made him 
preſently imagine him innocent of what was laid to 
| | | his 


([ (248) 
his Charge. But to be more aſſured, Don Sebaſtian, 
faid: he, I know not how. to blame a. Combat which 
Honour ſeems to have exacted from you; but I am ex- 
tremely ſorry you ſhou'd caft ſo great a Blemiſh on 
your own Honour and that of Elvira, as to perſuade 
her to fly her Family I is an Injury to her 
Reputation, which I can never forgive, unleſs you 
make. Reparation for it, by immediately reſtoring her. 
ME! cry'& Don. Sebaſtian, me do you accuſe of hav- 
ing carry'd away Elvira] Ah! my Lord, what Tid- 
ings do you tell me, and how unjuſt are your Suſpici- 
ons! Not _———— but all preſent were now 
convinced of the h of what he ſaid; he teſtified 
his Surprize and Inquietude with too much Sincerity, 


for any one to believe him guilty. 


AS they had ſtopt at a Village till his Wounds were 
dreſſed, he was in the- utmoſt Impatienge to get on 
Horſeback, in order to make ſearch through Lis on for 
Elvira : his Friends wou'd fain have perſuaded him to 
conceal himſelf rather in ſome Place from the Purſuits 
of his Rival ; but he was not of a Temper to fly his 
Enemy, and obliged them to conduct him to his Pa- 
lace, where he was received by Donna Catharina dt 
Mendoce, with ſuch Tranſports of Grief, that the moſt 
violent Emotions of Nature alone cou'd render excuſa- 
ble. This tender Mother, who foreſaw the Flight of t 
Elvira, joined with the late Combat of Don Balthazar, 
wou'd involve her Son in numberleſs Dangers, cou'd tn 
not withhold her Tears, nor moderate her Terrors. Don W; 
Pedro, and all his Friends, who were ſtrongly perſuad- if j, 
ed Elvira had taken this Step without his Knowledge, fi 
and merely to avoid being given to a Man ſhe deteſted, Hbf 
| conjured her to be eaſy, and permit them to plead his . 
Cauſe, But, alas ! it was now too late; Lama, who tio 
came to Lisbon as ſoon as they, went immediately to the I Fl. 
Preſident of the Council, whom he informed of this Af. me 
fair, and painted in Colours ſo black, that the Miniſ-Nter 
ter, had he been leſs inclinable to ſerve him, cou'd not Ila x 
diſpenſe with ſending an Order to arreſt Sura the ſame ons 
Day. Thus, while they were talking, the Officers 0 
came in, and, in ſpite ot Juſtice, or the Tears of 15 Bu 
| rey 0 
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Mother, he was hurry'd away to Priſon, and guarded. 
with the utmoſt Strifneſs, | | : 
AS his good Qualities made him univerſally belov- 
ed, the greateſt Lords in the Kingdom appeared in his 
behalf; Don Pedyo himſelf invoked Heaven and Earth. 
to ſave him from the Malice of his Rival : and what 
between the Grief for his Misfortune, and the Impoſ- 
ſibility there appeared of diſcovering the Retreat of his 
Niece, he was perfectly inconſolable, 1 1 
IN the mean time, the unfortunate Elvira de Zuares. 
being informed by Leonora of every thing that paſſed, 
was in a condition which it wou'd be very difficult to 
ned deſcribe; and when at laſt ſhe received News that Se- 
"ity, ¶ baſtian was treated as an Aſſaſſin and a Raviſher, and 
that they talked of no leſs than cutting off his Head, 
Were I ſhe had ſcarce any Senſe remaining, but that of her 
t om Misfortune : however, endeavouring to recover herſelf. 
1 for I as much as poſſible, from the Lethargy of her Grief, 
m to Bl ſhe began to reflect, that if ſhe diſcovered her Retreat, 
ſuits it wou'd be the means to clear his Innocence. And. 
his I in this Thought, ſhe wrote to the Preſident of the 
 Pa- ¶ council: Don Pedro and her owr_ Friends were the laſt: 
14 de WF he acquainted with the Secret; but when ſhe did, and 
molt WI F:red them to ſee her, and had fully let them know 
cul- Wl the whole Truth of her Departure, ſhe conjured them 
t of Wt employ all their Cares to ſave Sebaſtian's Life. | 
% BUT the Council of Spain having been informed of 
ou d the Adventure according to the Report of Lama only, 
ſent Orders to the Preſident at Lisbon, to do immediate 
uade Juſtice ; but as he was alſo of his Party, and the De- 
age, N ügn of Suza's Enemies being to take his Life, if poſſi- 
ſted, ble, by Form of Law, in ſpite of the Witneſſes of the 
I his N combat between him and Balthazar, and the Proteſta- 
who tons of Elvira, that he was entirely ignorant of her 
) the Flight, he was ſtill proceeded againſt, on the Indict- 
ments of Rape and Aſſaſſination : they had already in- 
terrogated Don. Sebaſtian ſeveral times, but it was only. 
a Formality, and in ſome ſort to gratify the Solicitati- 
ons of his Family, his Friends, and the Tears of his. 
Mother, who was every day at the Feet of the Judges.. 
But the Concluſion being determined among theme. 
es | ſelves, 
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„ 
ſelves, they did not Ow to give theſe diſconſolate 
Perſons any hope of acquitting him, and they were 


now expecting to hear the Sentence of his Death pro- 
nounced, when Donna Elvira ſeeing there was no way 


but one to preſerve a Life ſo dear to her, after having 
endured the moſt cruel Combat between the Paſſion ſhe 
had for him, and the Horror of his Death, determined 


rather to ſacrifice herſelf, than let him ſuffer. The. 


time now preſſed, the fatal Moment was approaching; 


therefore, ſtrengthening her Reſolution in as ſwift De- 


grees as his Danger augmented, ſhe ſent to deſire Don 
Balthazar wou'd come to her. Leonora, who was in- 
formed of her Deſign, and charged with this Commiſ- 


ſion to him, perceiving he heſitated whether he ſhou'd 


comply or not, told him poſitively, that the Life of 
her Miſtreſs depended on his immediate Anſwer ; and 
that if he delayed Obedience to this Summons, he might, 
perhaps, never ſee her. but in her, Tomb, On this, he 
was prevailed on to go, tho” with a Coldneſs which. 


almoſt diſtracted this faithful Confidant. 


HE found the lovely Elvira. in a Situation, ſuch #5 


he cou'd not hinder himſelf from being touched with; 


pr, wg, abaſhed, her Eyes drowned in Tears, 
ut ſtill 10 beautiful with all this, that it was impoſſi- 
ble to ſee her without loving her, My Lord, ſaid ſhe, 


as ſoon as ſhe ſaw him enter, and forcing . down the 


Sighs which were ready to interrupt her Speech. Tis 


no longer the inexorable, the fierce Elvira, the Elvira 
who had the Boldneſs to conſtrain you not to love her, 
that now ſpeaks to you tis the ſubmiſſive, the 
dying Elvira who intreats your Pardon for an illuſtrious 


Unfortunate, and who, to purchaſe his Life, is ready 
to give you her Heart and her Faith ==——_—— Yes, 


my Lord, continued ſhe, ſave Don * * and 1 
ſwear to be yours .. If it be true, that Love has 


any part in the Addreſſes you have made me, prove it 


to me by this Action, which is juſt as well as generous 
— T know you have the power, his Judges ate 


wholly influenced by you, and a& only as you wou'd 


have them — Triumph then over. your Reſcnt- 
ment, if you. think it any Happineſs to triumph over 
| | | -- 
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chat he was alarmed, but heard what ſhe had 


: T7  : 3 
my Heart: what I now beg, may ſeem a proof of m 
ES for your Rival,” but it is alfo 4 ot my EL 
teem for you, ſince I am certain, you wou'd hereafter 
condemn yourſelf for what you now ſo eagerly purſue. 
his is the laft Teſtimony I ſhall ever give of 
my unhappy Paſſion for him, and it is the firſt I ever 
exacted of yours. In fine, my Lord, can you pretend to 
love the unfortunate Elvira de Zuares, yet fee her thus 
without Compaſſion? Is there any need of ſeeing 
me in this Poſture, to grant what I implore? With 
theſe Words ſhe threw herſelf at his Feet, with her 
Face all covered with Tears. | 8 „ 
AH! Madam, cry'd Don Baltbazar, immediately 
niſing her, what a Spectacle do you offer to the Eyes 
of a Man who adores ou: How glorious is the 
Fate of $42a, and how deplorable is mine, who cannot 
obtain your Hand, but by my Endeavours to fave a 
Life, which, perhaps, make mine for ever miſerable 
——— Bur, continued he, you are not to be 
feſiſted . the Bleſſing you offer me, overſways all 
other Conſiderations =——— I will try if it be poſſible 


to make you think me worthy of you. Deceive not 


my Hopes, and I will fly to accompliſh yours. 

NO, my Lord, reply'd ſhe, giving him her Hand, 
I call Heaven to witneſs the Sincerity of my Words, 
She had no ſooner ſpoke this, than Don Balthazar, 
traſported with Love and Joy, kiſſed her with the ut- 
moſt Ardency ; and then departed, knowing there was 
no time to loſe in a Juncture ſo preſſing. He was no 
ſooner gone, than Elxira quite overcome with the Vio- 
lence ſhe had dane hertelf fell into a Swoon in the 
Arms of Leonora; all the Siſterhood was called to her 
Aſſiſtance, but tho' they uſed their utmoſt Endeayours, 


it was near two Hours before they cou'd bring her to 


herſelf, 


A violent Fever ſucceeded this Fainting, but ſhe 


wou'd not ſuffer herſelf to be put to Bed, fearing Don 
Balthazar wou'd look on her Indiſpoſition as a Feint to 
elude the Promiſe ſhe had made to him: Don Pedro, 
who was ſent for to ſee her, found her ſo con 
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Don pedro finding her thus deſperate, was obliged to 


py Rival. His Power was too conſiderable with t 


7 r 


more of Rape or of Aſſaſſination, and the cruel Sen- 


kept ſecret, till after his Marriage with Elvira de Zu. 
he obliged the Preſident of the Council to ſhew the 


the Nuptials of Don Balthazar de Lama, This Lady 
having been told ſhe owed the Life of her Son only to 


permitted to go out of Priſon til 


ther, that might involve him in freſh Troubles. 
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with 2 Joy, which was the greater, by its being ſo 
little expected; he gave a thouſand Praiſes to the 


Strength of her Reſolution, and begg'd ſhe wou'd take 
'care of herſelf, in order to perform her Promiſe, 

T fhall think little of my own Life, anſwered ſhe, 
till I am aſſured of that of Don Sebaſtian, She then 
deſired nothing might be ſpoken. of her IIlneſs; and 


conſtrain her to take the Remedies neceſſary for her 

Recovery. 5 : 
LAMA, however, who in his Heart knew the Inno- 
cence of Suza, and who ſaw Elvira arrived at the Point 
he wiſhed, deferred not his Solicitations for this _— 
: 


Council, for him, without difficulty, to fave the 
Man, his Intereſt alone had brought ſo near De- 
ſtruction. Every thing now changed face, other Co- 
lours were put upon his Actions they ſpoke no 


tence” of Death, which was juſt ready to be given, was 
converted into an Order for ſetting Sebaſtian at Liberty, 
on this Condition, that he ſhou'd be baniſhed to one 
of his own Lands in the Country, 6 
BUT this new Decree, at the defire of Lama, was 


ares was conſummated, To aſſure that beautiful Lady 
that ſhe had nothing to fear for the Life of Sebaſtian, 


Order to Donna Catharina de Mendoce; but exacting a 
Promiſe from her to conceal the whole Matter till after 


the Sacrifice the young Zuares made of her Hand, found 
it highly neceſſary to comply with their Injun&ions, 
of ſpeaking nothing of the matter; and furthermore, 
1 her own accord, deſired Don ＋ might not be 
the Ceremony was 

erformed ; judging, that if ſo great a Misfortune as 
the entire Loſs of Elvira ſhou'd reach his Ears, he wou df. 
not be able to reſtrain himſelf from ſome Action or o-. 


THIS 


(253) | 

THIS laſt Proof, however, of Elvira's Tendernefs 
for her Son, touched her in ſo lively a manner, that 
ſhe ran immediately to her, thanking her in the moft 
endearing Terms, for the important Service ſhe had 
done her Family. This amiable Lady, who had been 
informed by Don Balthazar of all that had paſſed con- 
cerning this Affair, and expected not to hear it from 
the mouth of Donna Catherina de Mendoce, cou d not 
ſe her without a Grief too great to be expreſſed: they- 
embraced each other a thouſand times, Donna Cathes 
rina called her by no other Name than her dear Daugh- 
ter, her lovely Daughter; and Elvira burſting into a 
Torrent of ungovernable Tears, ſaid, ſhe now had no 
«4 the Conſolation of hoping ever to call her Mo- 
ther. 4 Y 

THINK not ſo, my dear Elvira, reply d Donne 
Catherina, , Heaven is too juſt to deprive me always of 
that Bleſſing : your Cares, your Sincerity, your Gene- 
roſity, will find a Recompence when leaft you hope it; 
and ſince you cannot be happy but with my Son, de- 
end upon it, you will one day be re-united 
ALAS | reſumed Elvira, it is no longer permitted 
e even to wiſh it — a ſevere Duty oppoſes my moſt 
nocent Deſires. es No, Madam, no, Madam, conti- 
ed ſhe, all that Exceſs of tender Paſſion, which from 
y Infancy T was taught to cheriſh, muſt now, in a 
noment, U extin& for ever, I live, and Suxa lives; 
ut we muſt meet no more, mult love no more, and e- 
en to remember that Love is now a Crime in me, 
hich, tho' impoſſible to avoid, I muſt endeavour. 
THIS Reflection made the Tears pour down afreſh 
om both; but Donna Catherina, whoſe aſſurance of 
he Life of her dear Son ſomething moderated the 
rief for the unhappy Cataſtrophe of his Love, con- 
ed her the beſt ſhe was able. But finding that her 
reſence and Diſcourſe but ſerved the more to remind 
er of her Misfortune, roſe up to take leave, and ha- 
ing embraced her for the laſt time, Adieu, my dear 
ura, ſaid ſhe, you are too worthy of a better Fate, 
r you not to hope it. I will not preſs you to a Re- 
embrance of us, 1 know your Virtue forbids it; but 
Vol, IV. | - ours 


E 
Durs will never ſuffer us to forget you, and what you 
Have done for us. . | | 
I ſhall always think with Pleaſure on the Marks you 
Have given me of your Friendſhip, reply'd Z/vira 
whatever I do on thoſe of Don Sebaſtian ; but all the 
Favours I have now permiſſion to implore of you, is 
to employ all your Power, your Eloquence, your Ten- 
dernets, for the Conſolation of that once dear Man, 
that he may be prevail'd upon to preſerve a Life for 
which I have facrificed all-the Peace of mine. 
. WITH theſe Words they parted, unable to ſupport 
longer ſo melancholy a Converſation. Don Balthazar 
arrived ſome moments after, accompany'd with Don Pe- 
dro, and ſeveral others of the firſt Quality, The Articles 
of Marriage were drawn up and ſig ned by both Parties 
that Day, and thoſe magnificent Preparations deſigned 
for the Nuptials of Don Sebaſtian, ſerved for thoſe of 
Lama, which was celebrated the next Morning with all 
imaginable Pomp. The ſorrowful Elvira quitted not her 
Retreat, but to be conducted to the Altar, and from 
thence to the Palace of her Husband. During the whole 
Courſe of this Ceremony, ſhe appeared the deplorable 
Victim of Love and Duty; her profound Melen che: 
lainly denoted the cruel Situation of her Soul; buff! 
be Reſolution in ſupporting this ſad Reverſe of Fate 
without ſhedding one Tear, or ſpeaking one Word! 
that cou'd give an Umbrage to him, whoſe now e 
was, was a proof of the moſt elevated Virtue and For 


IN the mean time, Don Sebaſtian, who, for mort 


than ten Days, in which all theſe things had happened 
heard not the leaſt News, but by the Interrogotatie D 
which had been put to him, judging that his Dea N 
was certain, cou'd not conceive the Reaſon that botiWne 


his Friends and Enemies ſeemed to have ſo forgc 
him: in the whole Courſe of his Impriſonment, h 
had felt no Inquietude but for Elvira, and what v. 
become of her; but not doubting that her Flight m1 
only to preſerve herſelf for him, he grieved not muc 
for being ignorant of her Retreat, | he imagine 
his Rival equally fo, and that he wou'd not receive! 
ny advantage from the Sentence he ſhou'd cauſe to! 
| JG oo 5 pt 
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pronounced-againſt him. He admired her Conſtancy, her- 
Fidelity, her Reſolution, and ſpeaking to himſelf, as 
you the“ ſhe had been preſent, thanked her a thouſand 
loina times in a day for the Proof ſhe gave him of her Ten- 
the derneſs, and ſaid, he was content to die, ſince he was. 
certain, ſhe wou d never give herſelf to the Arms ef 


you 


u, is 

Ten- another. - | | 

Man, BUT when the time was elapſed, in which he ex- 
e for pected they wou'd determine either for his Liberty or- 


Death, he began to be agitated with more diſturbed 


vport Wl Emotions; he thought it the utmoſt Severity of Fate 
Bazar to ſend him from the World, without knowing ſome- 
on 2e- thing of the Condition of Elvira: he tried all manner 
ticles of Ways to tempt the Guards to ſuffer a Valet de Chambre, 


who was the only Perſon permitted to ſtay with him, 


arties 

igned togo out; but their Orders were fo ſtrict, that no- 
ſe of thing wou'd prevail; and when he asked them any 
ith all Ml Queſtions concerning himſelf, or what they heard Peo- 
ot her ple ſay concerning his Adventure and Confinement, 


they either anſwered not at all, or in ſuch a manner, 
that he cou'd make norhing of what they ſpoke; and 
this Reſerve, which he ly perceived was affected, 
making him imagine ſomething worſe than Death was 
intended for him, threw him into Agitations ſuch as 
ſtood in need of all his Courage to endure, without be- 
ing guilty of any Word or Action that cou'd be termed 
extravagant. 5 . | 
HE was i® this cruel Uncertainty and Suſpence, 
when, on the twentieth Night of his Impriſonment, 


from 
whole 
orable 
ache 

3 but 
Fate 
Word 
W ihe 
d For 


r morand the firſt of the Marriage of Elvira, he heard his 

pened Chamber Door open, and immediately faw his Mother 

otariey Donna Catherina de Mendoce enter, preceded by a great 

Dear Number of Flambeaux, and followed by four of his 
t botiManeareſt Kindred, | I, | 

forgot MY Son, faid ſhe, giving him her Hand, the King 

nt, is made ſenſible of your Innocence, and is pleaſed to 
nat wifreſtore you to your Liberty; follow me, and I will 


inform you of the reſt in a Place leſs dreadful. Suza, 
; whom the Diſcontents of his Mind wou'd not ſuffer to 
1agineMWlleep, was not in Bed, and required little Preparation 
ceive Wo obey her; he made no other Reply than a low Bow, 
e to ud with an Air that teſtified more of Surprize than 
pi Vol, IV. Z 2 Joy 


ht wa 
much 
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Joy at this ſudden turn of Fate, went with her into 
her Coach, and the others accompanied them on Horſe. 
back. But they had not gone far, before perceiving 
that they took a Way which condutted them out of 
the Town, Where is it you carry me,Madam, ſaid he? 
Am I to hear nothing of Elvira ? Why is not Don Pede 
with you? Do they know where we are going? Shall 
we find them at the Place to which you are conveying 
me:? Don Sebaſtian, reply d his Mother, you ſhall 
know all theſe things in time; but I cannot ſatisfy 
you entirely, till we are arrived at the Country Seat 
of my Brother Don Lewis de Mendoce: it is there ve 
are going ; content yourſelf till then, with being in- 
formed that Elvira is well, at Lisbon, and that it is to 
her alone you owe your Life. Important Reaſons, 
which you will ſoon be acquainted with, oblige you 
to leave the City for ſome time This is all I can tell 
you at preſent, but calm your Diſorders, give a Truce 
to Curioſity, and diſturb not the Pleaſure I feel in ſee- 
ing you delivered from a Condition which had almoſt 
given me my Death. - 
D ON Sebaſtian, whom this Diſcourſe involved in 
new Perplexities, omitted nothing which he thought 
might oblige her to a more full Diſcovery of this Af- 
fair; but her Reſolution was firm againſt all his Soli. 
citations, knowing too well his Temper to truſt hin 
with the dreadful Secret, till ſhe ſhou'd be aſſured hi; 
Perſon was ſecured in a Place whence hè cou'd not well 
remove, to bring himſelf into a ſecond Trouble of the 
kind he was but juſt relieved from. As the Houſe 0 
Don Lexus was but a League from Lisbon, ſhe made 

choice of that for his Retreat, till his Affairs were re- 
gulated, and ſhe had brought him to ſubmit to his Ex 
ile by the time prefixed, which was no more than four 
Days after the time of his Enlargement ; and that but 
on Condition he ſhou'd not appear in Lisbon. 

AS they went very ſwift, they ſoon arrived at the 
Houſe of Don Lewis de Mendoce, who, apprized i 
their Arrival, came out of his Gates to receive them, | 
with a numerous Company, all Suma's Kindred or nes 


Friends, The firſt Moments were paſſed in recipe 
| B 


i 
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Careſſes and Congratulations on this happy Change of 


r into 205 | 
Jorſe. his Sentence. After which, Don Leqis de Mendoce, 


iving who was a venerable old Nobleman, and greatly re- 
ut of ſpected by Don Sebaſtian, 238 having had the Care of | 
he: him ſince the Death of his Father, made him and Don- 


na Catherina go with him into his Cloſet, and, after | 
tenderly embracing him. Don Sebaftian, ſaid he, yon 
have hitherto ſo well maintained the Honour of your 


| Petlrg 
Shall 


e - 

2 Family, that I flatter my felt you never will ſwerve 
atisfy from it. One Action, which 1 cannot but call a brave 
Seat one, has made you very nearJoſing your Life ; now, one 


of your Fortitude muſt preſerye it. — I have a terrible 
Blow to give you, but the more Pain it gives you, the 
more your Courage and Reſqlution will be teſtified in 


re we 
g in- 


t is to 

e ſupporting it. Elvira lives, but muſt be dead to you 

e you you muſt think of her no more ——— ſhe has gi- 
n tell ven away herſelf to fave you _—— In fine, ſhe has ex- 
Truce changed Felicity for Miſery; ſhe has renounced all 


that is dear to her, and embraced what is moſt deteſta- 
ble to her; and for the ſake of $4za, has yielded to be 
the Wife of Lama, | REES. —_ 
I do not ſay you muſt altogether extinguiſh the Ten- 
derneſs you have for her; I will not tell you that a Paſ- 
fon, however it may appear laudable to the Mind that 
harbours it, is ſhameful and criminal, when it paſſes the 
Bounds preſcribed by Law; that is the ordinary Lan- 
guage of Men of my Years to thoſe of yours: bur I 
am of a different way of thinking, and ſhou'd tax you. 
ith Ingratitude, if you ſhould ceaſe to love Elvira 
after ſuch a ſervice « I wou'd have you love 


n ſee« 
lmoſt 


ed in 
ought 
is Af- 
Soli. 
t him 
ed his 
t well 


f the 


ſe offi | | 
made ber, but with a love diſcreet, reſpectful, and ſenſible 
e te- of the favour ſhe has done you. —— But, aboye all, 


I wou'd have you obedient to her Commands, com- 
pliable to her Defires, which join to enforce you to 
ake Care of a Life which has coſt her ſo dear, and 
yhich you cannot throw away, without being ungrate- 
0 her. Then,added he, if after what I have ſaid can have 
any weight with you, I wou'd bave you weigh the Shame 
fdying on a Scaffold, with the Grief of loſing a Miſtreſs ; 
ind your Glory will certainly ſo far triumph over your 


s Ex- 
n four 
t but 


at thi 
ed dl 
them, 
r ned 


procl &pair, as to prevent you from committing any Extra- 
ireſſegance which may reduce you to that Fate. 
Vo I. IV. RE 
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THESE laſt Words were ſcarce intelligible to the 
unfortunate Sebaſtian, an univerſal Shivering ran thro' 
all his Frame, a death-like Paleneſs ſpread itſelf over 
his Face; and, in ſpite of all his Courage, he fell, 
without Senſe or Motion, into the Arms of Don Lewis, 


Who perceiving his Countenance change, ran to him 


to ſupport him: he was immediately put into a Bed; 

but, in ſpite of all the Remedies they applied, he fe- 

covered not his Senſes in many Hours, and when he 
did, he made no other uſe of them, than to utter ſuch 
Lamentations, as drew Tears from the Eyes of all who 
were Witneſſes of them. 

DONNA Catherina, his Mother, ſat on the Bed- 
fide, and, by a thouſand tender Careſſes and conſola- 
tory Diſcourſes, exhorted him to Patience, and a Re- 
ſignation to that which was evidently the Divine Will: 
it was juſt Midnight when he came out of Priſon, and 
near nine in the Morning before they cou'd obtain from 
him one reaſonable Word, or, in the leaſt, be able to 
calm the furious Diſorders of his Soul ; in fine, all 
the Arguments that cou'd be urged to him, ſerved i. 
ther to augment than abate his Affliction, and he en 
treated he might be left alone : the Phyſicians them 
ſelves, who were ſent for on the account of his faint 
ing, finding him in a high Fever, forbid that he 
ſThou'd hold much Diſcourſe, Every body, therefore 
retired, leaving none with him but a Valet de Chambr: 

named Alvarez, who was the ſame that was with hin 
in Priſon, and in whom he had an entire Confidence, 
| WHEN he found himſelf at Liberty to give a Look 
to his Paſſions, without Witneſſes; Alvarez, ſaid he 
in a Tone which denoted more Vigour than his preſen 
Condition ſeemed to permit, I am reſolved to die, bu 
I wou'd do it in the Preſence of Euira·⁊xw 
muſt therefore go to Lisbon; if thy Love and Fidelit 
to me be equal to thy Pretenſions, aſſiſt me with th 
| Means. Alvarez extremely ſurprized at this Deſign 
ſaid every thing that Reaſon cou'd inſpire to difſuad 
him; on which Don Sebaſtian ſtarted from his Be 
in the utmoſt Fury, and holding a Ponyard to this Brea 
told him, if he refuſed to give him willingly this Toke! 


EY 


the of his Attachment, he wou'd make him obey him 
-hro' through Fear. Alvarez then not doubting but he 
over wou d roceed to ſome deſperate Act, promiſed to do 
fell, as he eſired. The Queſtion was then, how to get out 
ewig, of Don Lecvis's Houſe unperceived, and where to pro- 
him cure Horſes wich ſuch Privacy, that none of the Fa- 
Bed; I nily might be informed of their Intention; but Alvarex 
1e re- being prevailed upon to come into his Maſter's Mea- 


ſures, undertook for the reſt; and the part Don Sebaſ. 
tian had to act was, only to counterfeit a Mitigation 
of thoſe Troubles which now raged with greater Vio« 
lence than ever. The faithful Alvarez exactly per- 
formed what was given to his Charge, and the defirg 
of ſceing Elvira, and expiring at her Feet, had morg 
eſtect on Sebaſtian, for the Recovery of his Health, 
_ all the Remedies preſcrib'd to him by the Phys 
Icians. | | 


EINDING himſelf much better the next day, hg 


en he 
* ſuch 
| who 


> Bed- 
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a Re- 
Will: 
„ And 


n from 

ble off roſe, and having made Alvarez, dreſs him, he went tg 
ne, alli the Apartment of Donna Catherina: Madam, ſaid he 
ed ra-M to her, I come to entreat your Pardon for the Weak- 

he en- neſs I have been guilty of before you, and hope that 
them as you know the Exceſs of my Love, and how greatl 

fam I have loſt in loſing the incomparable Elvira, you will 

hat he think it merits ſome Excuſe, I own I am in Deſpair 
reforeM but I haye yet Fortitude to bear all the Ills that For- 
ambr tune can inflict; therefore, come to learn from you 
th hid what yet remains to be told of my Misfortune, and to 
ence, know in what Faſhion I am now to proceed. 

1 Loo YOU muſt live, my Son, anſwered ſhe haſtily, El- 


id hel ea begs it of you, I command you, and Honour ob- 
preſenſi liges you to do ſo. Then ſhe related all the Particulars 

ie, buf that had paſſed ſince the Day of his Combat with D 

Y 24/thazar, and the Conditions of his Life and Liberty. 
idelii He cou'd not hear this Recital without Agonies of Spi- | 
ich th} cit, which it is utterly impoſſible to deſcribe, But he 
Deſign dilembled them the beſt he cou'd, in order to prevent 
li(fu2d *py Suſpicion of the Reſolution he had taken, and told 

lis Be Donna Catberina, that he was ready to obey in every 
Brealtii thing that either herſelf or the Council ſhou'd ordain: 


She then told him, that two Days were yet to come 
from the time prefixed ; that ſhe wou'd have him re- 
i | N main 


; Toke! 


C 
z Ay 


— + 


> 
W 


— 
82 „ og 


8 


n \ © 0 — 
pu * * 


them.; and hoped, that afterwards Change of Place, 
and Variety of Objects wou'd eraze the unhappy part 


Horſes, and were in Lisbon ſome Hours before Day- 


ES. : 
main with Don Lewis till the Expiration, and that 7; 

is Lands were far off, ſhe might peradyenture obtain 
ſome Days to be added for the Re-eſtabliſhment of his 
Health, before he took ſo long a Journey. He appear. 
ed entirely ſubmiſſive to every thing, and ſeemed 6 
little defirous of ever ſeeing Elvira or Lisbon any more 
that neither this careful Mother nor Don Leqvis had the 
leaſt Suſpicion of his deceiving them. They loft all the 
Fears they had been in, of his enterprizing any thing 
againſt Don Balthazar, and thought of nothing more 
than diverting this Melancholy while he remained with 


of his Adventures entirely out of his Mind. 
_PERCEIVING he was pretty well recovered, 
Donna Catherina laboured not to gain more Time ; and 
the fourth Day being fixed for his Departure, a great 
Number of his Kindred, Allies and Friends were pre- 
paring to accompany him ſome part of the Way, But 
the Night before, Alvarex having provided himſelf of 
two good Horſes, and a Key that wou'd open the Park 
Gate, they went out without a Noiſe, mounted their 


break : they went to the Houſe of a Kinſman of Al 

rex, a Perſon in whom that faithful Domeſtick kney 
he cou'd confide, and there,Don Sebaſtian lay conceal- 
ed, while he endeavoured to ſpeak to Leonora. 

THE Hour which Don Sebaſtian had ſer for his De- 
parture was no ſooner arrived, and all his Friends and 
Kindred at the Gate attending him, than Donna CG 
therina ſent to his Apartment, to tell him every thing 
was ready: but how great was her Aſtoniſhment, when, 
inftead of him, they brought her a Letter which he 
had left on his Table, and directed to her; ſhe open- 
ed it with the utmoſt Precipitation, .and found it con: 
tained theſe Words : 
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70 my moft dear and honoured Mother Donna 
CarRERINA DE MENDOCE. - 


« Madam, 


« QINCE I am baniſhed Lisbon, it ought to be 
6 5 indifferent to wy Judges where I go, all Places 
ate equal to an Exile: but I think my own Lands, 
« to which you tell me they have confined me, are 
too near the Objects which torment me, ever to get 
« them from my Mind, I wou'd, therefore, at a grea- 
© ter Diſtance, terminate a Life, which I cou'd not 
© preſerve in any part of Portugal, without being more 
« cruel to myſelf,than my worſt of Enemies have beens 
«& Pardon this enforced Diſobedience in : 


WP | 
© Your unfortunate Son, 


Sebaſtian de la Suxa. 


DONNA Catherina had no ſooner read this Letter, 
than ſhe communicated it to her Brother Don Lecvzs, 
and the reſt of her kindred and Friends; who holding 

ouncil in what was beſt to be done in thisAfair,they 
vere all of opinion to conceal the Eſcape of Don Se- 
aſtian, becauſe if it ſhou'd be known he had done any 
hing clandeſtine, it wou'd raiſe Suſpicion of his Con- 
luct; and even tho' he ſhou'd really deſign to leave 
he Kingdom, and be gone to Lisbon with that Intent, 
et deing found there, contrary to the Necree, he wou d 
nfallibly be arreſted a ſecond time; and if he had any 
ther leſs juſtifyable Deſign, yet till it was beſt to leave 
im to his Fate, without intermeddling with it: but 
t the ſame time, they all reſolved to make ſtrict ſearch 
or him, tho* with the utmoſt Privacy. They added 
ſo, that Donna Catherina ſhou'd take a Journey to 
he Lands of her Son, as tho' to comfort him in his 
aniſhment, while the other Party of them went ta 
ion, in order to diſcover if they cou'd hear any thing 

im, | | = | 
THIS 
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THIS Advice was too, prudent not to be followed; 
the Mother of Suxa told all her Friends and Acauain- 
tance, that ſhe deſigned, in a-ſhort time to viſt her 
Son, who was obliged, for a time, to live in his own 
Territories in the Country: accordingly ſhe departed 
for that Place, with a Smile on her Face, but the ut. 
moſt Anguiſh in her Heart, As for Don Lewis and the 
reſt, they went immediately to Lisbon, to begin theit 

ſecret Inquiſitions. e 

ALVAREZ, in the mean time, was endeavouring 
to meet Leonora; but having loitered a long time a 
bout Don Balthazar's Palace, without ſeeing any ber 
ſon of whom he durſt enquire for her, he was juſt be 
ginning to deſpair, when he perceived her at the Lat 
tice of a low Parlor Window which jutted out to the 
Street. He made ſeveral Signs to her, which ſhe dic 
not preſently obſerve, nor cou'd recollect his Face 

but advancing a little nearer, it was impoſſible for het 
not to know him : ſhe was not a little ſurprized at ſee 
ing him, but giving him to underſtand ſhe wou'd r: 
turn again, left the Window; and ſome Moments afte 
he ſew a Paper fall at his Feet, which taking up, he 
found contained theſe Words; Go, and expect mt 
at the Chapel of St. Urſula.” Alvarez, who feare 

to be ſeen by any body that might know him,made wha 
| haſte he cou'd away from that place to the Chapel 
where he had not been above half an Hour before h. 
ſaw Leonora appear, wrapt up in her Vail: ſhe wen 
into an obſcure part, where he followed, and kneeling 
down by her, related to her the full of his Commiſſion 
and painted, in the moſt moving Colours, the Exce 

of his Maſter's Deſpair, and the firm Reſolution h 
had taken to die at the Feet of Blvira. 

DISCREET Leonora, continued he, I am per 
ſuaded, that if he had an Interview with her, it migh 
change this dreadful Deſign; I therefore conjure yd 
to procure it — The Danger to which he is © 
= 1 by being in Lisbon, makes me tremble. 
There is no prevailing with him to leave it, withol 
having ſeen her, and he is capable of hazarding an 
thing, if ſhe refuſes this Condeſcenſion. 


LE 
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LEONORA was extremely perplexed at this Re- 
queſt; ſhe knew perfectly well, that her Miſtreſs wou'd' 
never conſent to what he deſired: if it cou'd, there- 
fore, be brought about, it muſt be without her Know- 
edge, and that cou'd not be accompliſhed without ex- 
teme Danger. She diſcovered all her Fears to Alva- 
rez, in order to oblige him to uſe his utmoſt Efforts to 
liſuade his Maſter from this Enterprize. But he ſoon. 
put an end to her Remonttrances, by relating to her 


ved; 
uain- 
t her 
3 Own 
arted 
1e Ute 
d the 
theit 


urino in what manner Don * apo had compelled him to 
me 2 bin in it, and made her ſo well conceive the Deſpair 
pe. n which this Refuſal wou'd plunge him, that ſhe, at 
if be! length, reſolved to ſatisfy him. She then told him, 
e Lat that Donna Elvira, who had been a little indiſpoſed be- 
to th bre her Marriage, but had concealed ir, becauſe ſhe 
ne di vou'd not delay the Enlargement of Don Sebaſtian, was 


ow ſo extremely ill, that ſhe kept her Bed : and this it 
s, ſaid ſhe, that facilitates my doing whar you require, 
becauſe Don Balthazar lies in another Apartment, not 


Face 
or het 
at ſee 


u'd r. to incommode her: 1 have, therefore only to admit 
5 alte bim in the dusk of the Evening, at the Garden Door; 
ap, he but, continued ſhe, I wou'd have him wait with Pa- 
ed mince in a little Arbour covered with Jellamin, which 
feareMie will find at the Entrance, till I find a proper Mo- 
e whaWnent to introduce him. 5 
hapel WM ALVAREZ having obtained this Promiſe, quitted 
fore hMber wich the higheſt Satisfaction, and ran to bear the 


e wen 
neelint 
miſſion 

Exce 
tion h 


an unequal Impatience. If he had been capable of 
Joy, the hope of this dear Interview wou'd have given 
it him; but the Motive which made him with it, was 
oo ſad to excite any pleaſing Emotions in his Soul. 
Sometimes abandoning himſelf wholly to his Tender- 
neſs, he conſidered Elvira as an Object before whom 
all Reſentments ought to ceaſe; he remembered the 

Violence ſne had done herſelf, the exalted Proof ſhe 
had given of the moſt diſintereſted Affection, and the 
nhappy Fate ſhe had ſubmitted to, for the Preſerva- 
withouion of his Life. But when he reflected, that his Ri- 
ing anſſral enjoyed all the Advantage of this Exceſs of Love, 
8 e grew quite furious, and ſaid ſuch things, as nothing 

1, 5 OFÞPut a Grief ſuch as his cou d be capable of n 5 

| 5 ne 


am per 
t migh 
ure yo 
je is el 


ews to Don Sebaſtian, who expected his return with 


e 8 
he imagined nothing ſo wretched as himſelf; but had , 
he been witneſs of the cruel Moments Elvira had paſſed I h 
ſince her Marriage, and the melancholy Reflections | 1 
e made on her Misfortune, he wou'd have found ſhe ſd ,, 
had a thouſand times more to complain of than him- , 
ſel This charming Lady, who, while Sebaſtian was il f 
in Danger, cou'd think of nothing but the Means to In 
deliver him, no ſooner had, by giving her Hand to of 
Balthazar, ſet him free, and eas'd herſelf of the Fears * 
ſhe was in on his account, than the State ſhe had en- 
tered into, preſented itſelf to her Mind, in all its Hor- N ©, 
rors. The Apprehenſions of ſeeing a Man die, who be 
was dearer to her than Life, had made her blind to ,;- 
every thing that threatened herſelf, and in the Tranſ- , 
ports of her Grief and her Deſpair, imagined ſhe cou d, I 1 
without much Difficulty, paſs her Days with one ſhe ,. 
hated, for the Preſervation of one ſhe ſo much loved, ,, | 
But when the Danger was over, and when ſhe knew he was 
vas living, and at liberty, the Action which had pro- Cor 
cured his Deliverance appeared in a different Light; I ; 
ſhe looked on it now as criminal, and accuſed herſelf into 
of Inconſtancy, and too great Precipitation; began to con 
imagine the Danger of Suxa not ſo great as ſhe had be- 1 
lieved it was, and that ſhe ought not to have violatedſſ % 
the Promiſe ſhe had made to him, but on a greater Cer-I hee 
tainty, that nothing elſe cou'd have redeemed him. libe 
She regarded Don Balthazav de Lama only as the Con - I nanc 
triver of her Misfortune, and her Ty rant; and ſo dread- of tt 
ful were her Agitations, that ſhe ſtood in need of alli ſcore 
her Courage to prevent her from yielding to the moſt ,, pl 
terrible Deſpair, | _ 
BUT if the Pangs ſhe laboured under were ever fol; we 
at, her Virtue was yet greater; and tho', for a time, 
ſhe ſeemed to be ſubmitted to their Force, Religion, 
Piety, and Duty aſſiſted her in the end to overcome 
them; and, as ſhe was the Wife of Lama, ſhe reſolved 
not only to uſe her utmoſt Efforts, to baniſh Sebaſtian 
from her Heart, but alſo to love the Man to whom 
Fate had allotted her, and to forget, as much as poſſible 
that any other had ever been dear to her. 3 
SUCH a Reſolution, however, cou'd not be made 


without the moſt cruel Conflicts of Mind, which joined 


8 by: | | 
to the weak Condition to which her Griefs had thrown 
ber before Marriage, ſo ſeized on all her Spirits, that 
© ſhe fell into a violent Fever the next Day after that in 
which ſhe had given her Hand to Balthazar. - As he 
vas yet in the firſt Tranſports her Poſſeſſion had af« 
forded him, and looked on himſelf as the Author of her 
nndiſpoſition, he neglected nothing for the Recovery 
of her Health, that could be expected from the moll 
tender Husband. „„ Fs 
THE extraordinary Care he took of her, in this 
coccaſion, touched her in the moſt ſenſible manner; and 
being determined to quit all Ideas to his Prejudice, teſ- 
0 tified the utmoſt Gratitude to him, entreated him not 
Jo leave her Chamber, aſſuring him, that her Illneſs 
„vas not conſiderable enough to oblige him to go into 
e another Apartment, and that his Preſence contributed 
1. ¶ to her Cure: but he finding her much worſe than ſhe 
e was willing to make ſhew of, and not doubting but the 
*cConſtraint ſhe put upon herſelf added a double Force 
3 to her Diſtemper, refuſed her Demand, and came not 
into the Room, but at thoſe Hours when he knew he 
to cou'd not incommode her, e. | | 
. THO' the high Virtue and Wiſdom of Donna El- 
eds va had made her act in this manner, ſhe cou'd not 
keep herſelf from finding a kind of Sweetneſs in the 
m. Liberty of talking freely to her dear Leonora: ſhe com- 
n- manded her never to ſpeak of Don Sebaſtian to her, nor 
of thoſe Hopes ſhe had formerly entertained on his 
all ſcore, but to let nothing eſcape that Don Balthazar did 
to pleaſe her, and to entertain her company with 
ell that was valuable in him, in order to force her, as 
loi: were, to think of nothing but him. Theſe Com- 
Nc mands had been exactly performed by her Nurſe, who 
NE wiſhed nothing more than the Recovery of her Re- 
poſe, and knew, that to love him was now the only 
eo means to obtain it. But the Arrival of Suza, having 
lian brought to her Mind the firſt Felicities of her Miſtreſs, 
and made her compare them with her preſent Misfor- 
tunes, it was impoſſible for her, all that Day, to ſpeak 
one Word of Balthazar, or tell her Miſtreſs any of the 
Criefs he expreſſed for her Indiſpoſition, 
ny V ot. IV. Ag: 


THIS 


two Nights in coatinual Agitations, now found herſelf f 


1 4} 
THIS beautiful Lady having paſſed two Days and 


ſomewhat better, after two Hours of Sleep, in which 


time Lama had come ſeveral times to the Chamber  ® 
Door to enquire of her Health. Leonora was all that o 
time taken up with the ſight of Alvarez, and the Meet- 0 
ing ſhe had given him at the Chapel of St. Urſula; and Ml " 
full of the S ſhe had formed in favour of Don H 
Sebaſtian's Requeſt, thought not of informing her Miſ- hi 
treſs, on her awaking, of the Complaiſance of Lama; fot 
but the other Women did not fail to tell her, and ſhe 
ſent to let him know, ſhe was now in a Condition to E. 
receive him. He came immediately, and ſtaid till -e 


Night was pretty far advanced, as did alſo Don Pedro, 
and ſeveral others of the Zuarian Family; and this * 


Company rendring the Attendance of Leonora unneceſ- 


fary, ſhe had Opportunity of preparing every thing ply 


For the Reception of Suza. coy 

| DONNA Elvira, who began to be fatigued with rilt 
overmuch Diſcourſe, and the. ſecret Emotions of her diſc 
own Mind, ſeemed fo extremely unquiet, that Lama you 
perceiving it, obliged every body to retire, and, as it " 


prehenſions, came to the Bed-fide, and ſaid ſoftly to 


ſo, I ſhou'd not then be in the Condition I am. 


was pretty late, took leaye of her himſelf, telligg her, 
he hoped to find her in better Health next Morning, 
Elvira made many Efforts to retain him, thinking her 
Duty obliged her to do fo, that ſhe might be prevent- 
ed from indulging any Thoughts of Sebaſtian ; whoſe I- 
mage, whenever it came into her Mind, gaye a Shock 
to the Severity of her Virtue, LE 
BU T Lama, being forbid by the Phyſicians, wou 
not ſuffer Rimſelf to be prevailed upon. As ſoon as he 
was gone out, Leonora, who was full of diſturbed Ap- 


Elvira, Don Balthazar muſt certainly now become very 

dear to yen, Madam, that you cannot ſuffer him out of 

your fight one Moment. _ | | 
ALAS! reply'd ſhe, wou'd to Heaven that he were 


But, Leonora, is it for you to reproach a Conduct which | 
you ought to be the firſt to preſcribe to me? Is it for 
you to ſupport, me in the Precepts of my Duty, or tc 


ee 


. Wl fwerve from them? Juſt Heaven, continued ſhe, T ant 
the only Perſon that knows what is due from me to 
NN Balthazar / Yes, Leonoya, I perceive you ſpeak 
" of him, but with Regret, and cannot ſubmit to the 
orders I have given you. —— — Where were you, 
| when he came ſo often this Afternoon to enquire of my 
Health ? Why did you not relate to me chole Marks of 
nis Affection? In fine, why do you not aſſiſt the Ef- 
forts I am making, to procure me a happy Life? 
LEONORA, who had employ'd the time that Don 
Lama was with (his Wife, in introducing $424 into a 
1 Cloſet adjoining to Elvira's Chamber, was too conſci- 
ous of the Treaſon ſhe was guilty of, and too much 
perplexed in what manner ſhe ſhou'd accompliſh what 
-le had begun, to be able to make an immediate Re- 
ply: her Silence, the Bluſhes which in a Moment 
o covered all her Face, and the Tremblings which were 
h viſible in her whole Perſon, alarmed Elvira, already 
diſconcerted with many confuſed Ideas: What have 
you done, Leonora? cry'd ſhe, What has happened? I 


2 charge you iſguiſe 3 from me. N 
5 THEN This Woman, aſſuming a little more Cou- 
. 


rage, I have great things to tell you, Madam, anſwer- 
8. Ned ſhe, but permit me firſt to elear your Apartment of 
all your Women, and that I may be ſhut up alone with 
vou. the Occaſion requires it. In ſpeaking theſe 
Mf Yords, without attending any Reply, ſhe went out of 
ee che Chamber, and having diſperſed all the Attendants, 
4 ſome one way, ſome another, and taken out the Keys 
of the Rooms, ſhe returned to her expecting and great- 
ly ſurprized Lady. | 5 
THIS amiable Perſon knew not what to think of 
ſo odd a Behaviour in her Nurſe ; her Words, and her 
Precautions, brought ſtrange things to her Imaginati- 
n; yet did ſhe not, in the leaſt, ſuſpect that Suza was 
0 near: Leonora had no ſooner re-entred, than falling 
n her Knees, Madam, ſaid ſhe to her, I know what 
am about to tell you will excite your Indignation ; 
cher if it be a Crime that I have committed, it is ſuch 
fo Crime, as it was impoſſible to avoid, without hav=. 
ig another Heart. Alvarex, Madam, the faith. 
Vor, IV. | . | ful 


(268) 
ful Servant of DonSebaftian, comes to inform you ſome. In 
what concerning the Life of his Maſter - He has I 
an important Secret, which he will diſcloſe to none 28 
but yourſelf He, therefore, begs the honour of is 
entertaining you for one Moment I own 1 
was unable to deny my part of his Petition Ide 
have introduced him privately into your Palace of 
He is in my Chamber, and waits till I bring him to th. 
Fon. br. = 

n GREAT God! cry'd out Bluira, Alvarez at Lisbon! ¶ dui 
Alvarez, ſhut up in my Apartment! imprudent | doi 


Leonora, to what have you expoſed me the 


_ _ _ perſuaded to ſee him, Let me riſe then, ſaid ſhe, for 


_ _ eaſy Chair, in which ſhe cou'd ſcarcely ſuſtain herſel 


SHE was able to ſay no more, the very Name of M Et 
that Confidant of Sbaſtian raiſed a Tumult in her Breaſt, fore 
which, for a time, deprived her of the power of Speech. 
Leonora, who expected nothing lefs, took this Oppor- 
tunity to repreſent, that there was nothing to fear from 
this Viſit, that ſhe had conducted him in ſuch a faſhi- 
on, that it was impoſſible for any Perſon to have any 
Knowledge of his coming; in fine, ſhe talked with ſo 
much Appearance of Reaſon, that Eluiragyas at length 


fear I ſhall not be in a State of Tranquility enough 
to remain in Bed, while this Man talks to me 
But, added ſhe, you muſt let him know his Stay muſt 
be very ſhort, and that he muſt not pretend to deliver 
me any Letter from his Maſter, for I am abſolutely 
bent to receive none. In ſpeaking this, ſhe threw a 
Night-Gown over her Arms, and feated herſelf in an 


alread 
through Weakneſs, while Leonora left her to bring inWproac] 
the pretended Alvarez, | ED. 
' DON Sebaſtian had been, for ſome time, in a Situ- on $ 
ation little better; he was admitted, at the Hour ap 
pointed, into the Arbor of Jeſſamin, where he and 4/ 
ware; lay concealed, till Leonora returned, and conduct 
end this unhappy Lover into her Chamber. Fain woud 
he have expreſſed his Gratitude to her for this Favour 
bur had neither Words nor Voice, and .in his Looks 
and Motions appeared to her rather a Spectre than: 
living Man, . 


n effect, the Thoughts that he cou q hich 
„ "7 ny Vo 
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now behold Elvira but by ſtealth, and that his moſt in- 


nocent Intentions wou'd now, if known, be look'd on 
28 criminal, pluages him in Agitations, ſuch as there 
is no poſſibility of deſcribing. #. 
WHEN he found himſelf alone in a Chamber ſo 
near that of Elvira, and conſidered he was in the Palace 
of his Rival, his Rage awakened in ſuch a manner, 
that Leonora had much ado to bring him to any Degree 
of Calmneſs : he followed, however, where ſhe con- 
duſted him, and without ſcarce knowing what he was 
doing, or whither he went, entered the Apartment of 
the unhappy Wife of Lama, _ 8 
BUT when he beheldher with her Handkerchief be- 
fore her Eyes, her Head ſupported by a Cuſhion, with- 
out any other Motion than what her Sighs occaftoned, 
he was pierced to the very bottom of his Sbul, at a. 
SpeCtacle for which he was wholly. unprepared — 
Love now regained its Empire over his Reſentments, 
and, inſtead of Reproaches, he threw himſelf ar her Feet, 
and embraced her Knees, wtthout power to expreſs 
himſelf any otherwiſe than by Sighs and Groans. 


DONNA Elvira believing it was Alvarez, whoſe: 


ReſpeCt and Grief obliged him to this Action, having 
ſtill the Handkerchief before her Eyes, Alvarez, ad 
ſhe, the State in which you ſee me is ſufficient to clear 
me to your Maſter, of all Lightneſs or Inconſtancy 


will be any Conſolation to him; but fay nothing to 
me of him, which may prejudice my Glory, for that 
already is too much injured. by permitting your Ap- 
roach. 7 WY et So | 
IT is not Akarez who receives this Fayour, reply'd. 
Don Sebaſtian; but the moſt unfortunate of Mankind, 
ho defires no other Advantage by it, than to expire 
before your Eyes. | pl | 
WHERE am II. interrupted Elvira, taking away 
he Handkerchief, that hindered her till then from ſee- 
ng him; What do I behold ! — Perfidious Leo- 
bra preſumptuous Sura She then attempted-to puſh: 
im from her, and roſe, endeavouring to quit the Place, 
hich finding herſelf too weak to accompliſh ; Don. 
You. IV. MS 3 — 


You may let him know how you have found me, if it 
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Sebaſtian, ſa d ſhe, fince I have been capable of ſacri- IR 
ficing all my Repoſe for your Safety, believe alſo that I H 
I am capable of ſacrificing my Life to my Glory — I 
You have, by this Action, affronted me beyond For- ye 
giveneſs ] k expected other Marks of your Eſteem I a 
and Gratitude, Cruel Elvira, reply d Sura, hindering I di: 
her to remove, and whoſe Fury was rekindled at her If yo 
Upbraidings, What Gratitude ought I to pay you, you yo 
bs: 9 have hindered the Blow prepared for me, only an. 
to give a deeper Wound yourſelf ? ——— A Death I af 
ünflicted by my Enemies was not enough to ſatisfy you cor 
to content you, I muſt receive it from your in 1 
own Hand — Ungrateful Zuares, why wou'd you if firf 
not ſuffer me to die-in Peace ? had I loft my Head on but 
a Scaffold, I ſhou'd have left the World in the ſweet I it: 
Hope, that you were faithful to me; but you wou'd Þ wor 
have me live to ſee you in the Arms of my Rival — tot 
and when, in ſpite of my juſt Indignation, I riſque that I hea; 
Life for which, you ſay, you have ſacrificed your Re- vant 
poſe, only for the Happineſs of bewailing my Misfor- cout 
tune for a Moment, and then dying at your Feet. Von ten 
ſee me but with Horror, you reproach me with affront. ons, 
ing, with diſhonouring you, Well, Madam, conti- rega 
nued he, lifting up his Eyes, I will prove my Grati- 
rude, ſince you expect ſome illuſtrious Mark of it, I Thot 
will render you back the Life you have ſaved; and wil- perfe 
lingly ſacrifice it to the Happineſs of him you have pre-] E 
ferred before me. 5 Canc 
IN concluding theſe Words, he drew a Dagger, and and 
had certainly * it in his Breaſt, with his whole thou; 
Force, if the deſolate Elvira had not thrown herſeltM with 
upon him, and, aided by Leonora, wreſted from his filenr 
Hands the fatal Steel ; Love and Fear having now in-. Love, 
ſpired her with a Strength ſuperiour to what her Con- 
dition ſeemed to promiſe, | FE 
DON Sebaſtian vexed and aſhamed to find himſel 
diſarmed, What mean you, Madam, by thus delaying 


my Fate ? cry'd he, 3 on her with the molt pi-· Repro 
ty-moving Air. Suza, reply'd Elvira, all bathed in — th 
a dat 


Tears, the State in which J ſee you diſſipates all my 
Fears: I am more touched with your Deſpair than yourſſ form; 


FE 
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Reproaches; the one calls to my Remembrance the 
Happineſs I have loſt, bur the other I feel not, becauſe 
merit them not. But, in fine, I will make 
yet one more Effort for you — I will forget, for 
a Moment, what I am, and what I ought to be, to 
diſcover to you all my Heart: if you love me, Suxa, 
you will believe me; and, in ſpite of the Exceſs of 
your Rage, I am aſſured you do me Juſtice in your Soul, 
and doubt not of my Innocence. However, ſince I muſt 
aſſure you of it myielf, I yield to doſo; but, in Re- 
compence of my Sincerity, which the Situation I am 
in renders criminal, I exa& two things of you ; the 
firſt is, that you will make no Attempt upon your Life, 
but take, on the contrary, the utmoſt Care to preſerye 
it: Homicide is an Action, of all others the moſt un- 
worthy either of a brave Mind, or of a Man ſubmiſſive 
to the Decrees of divine Providence, The other is, to 
hear me without Interruption, and not to take any Ad- 
vantage from what I ſay, to entertain me with Diſ⸗ 
courſes of a Paſſion, which, cou'd I now conſent to liſ- 
ten to, I ſhou'd be unworthy of. On theſe Conditi- 
ons, I will conceal from you nothing of my Soul; and 
regarding you in this laſt Interview as the deareſt thing 
to me in the World, lay open to you my moſt ſecret 
Thoughts, Anſwer me, Don Sebaſtian, and promiſe to 
perform what I demand of you, | 
ELYV1RA, in ſpeaking thus, had a certain Air of 
Candour and Majeſty, which rendered her ſo beautiful, 
and awful at the ſame time, that the amorous Suxæ 
thought he had never before ſeen her accompanied 
with ſo many Graces ; he remained ſome Moments in 
ſilent Admiration, and his Fury utterly receding to his 
Love, he threw himſelf a ſecond time at her Feet : — 
I know, ſaid he, that I am unworthy of the Honour 
you do me But, alas! what Pietyy what Rea- 
ſon can you expect from the Man who loves Elvira, and 
has for ever Joſt her ? =— I know, however, that my 
Reproaches are unjuſt, and that I ought to ſubmit in 
all things to the Will of Heaven and you —— Ves, 
Madam, added he, with a deep Sigh, I ſwear to per- 


form exactly all you have enjoined me, and to leave to 


Time 


a 
Time, the Termination of my Love, my Grief, and 

Life, which laſt, I now conſecrate afreſh ro you, 
THEN Elvira obliged him to fat down, and hay. 

ing a little recollected herſelf, Don Sebaſtian, ſaid ſhe, 


tis hard to bring my Virtue to the Confeſſion I am a- 
hout to make you, but eaſy and pleaſing to my Incli- 


nations My Heart has long been accuſtomed to 
love you, and my Tongue to tell you ſo, and I am 
no conſcious of a guilty Pleaſure in being compelled, 
by your Deſpair, to repeat the ſweet Conceſſion— 
But it is to fs you a ſecond time, that I take this laſt 
Liberty. —— Know then, S#za, you are as dear to 
me as in thoſe happy Moments when firſt it was per. 
mitted me to give you Proofs of it; and I call Heaven 
to witneſs, that if my Life cou'd have been accepted as 
a Ranſom for yours, I wou'd gladly have reſigned it, 
rather than my Hand to any but yourſelt. 
I will tell you yet farther, that it was I myſelf that 
preſſed Balthazar to this Marriage; each inſtant that it 
was delayed was a Continuation of your Impriſonment, 
and the more I advanced my own Misfortune, the nearer 
you were to your Deliveraniy, »———- In fine, I en- 
tirely forgot myſelf, to think® only on you——— The 
Effect has proved I did I ſacrifice my All for your 
Preſervation—=— All Lisbon knows this Truth, and! 
think you cannot be ignorant of it. 3 
CAN you then doubt the cruel Situation of my 
Heart? the Condition I am in, may convince you of 
it.— But as you cannot know my laſt Reſolutions, 
without I inform you, know, that the more dear you 
gre to me, the more I now endeayour to baniſh you 
from my Memory, my Repoſe, my Glory; my Duty 
eſcribes this Law to me] do not tell you, I have 
ower to fulfil it, that is a Secret I reſerve to myſelf —- 
only think that I muſt do it, and that I ſhou'd render 
myſelf unworthy of your Eſteem, if I did not endeavour 
it with all my Strength. lt is not permitted me 
to ſee you, or to hear you any more; and you cannot 
conſtrain me to think of you, without diſhonouring me 
If you love me, my Glory will be precious to 
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ou - you will not ſeek to blemiſh it by un- 
zvailing Temptations, but by a firm Reſolution to fly 
my Preſence, give me Liberty to follow the DiCtates of 
my Reaſon —— — All the Efforts you henceforth, 
make, to overcome your Paſſion, will be fo many 
Proofs, that you have loved me with the moſt perfect 
one, as all the Cares I take to forget you will be Teſ- 


* 


timonies of my Virtue - Live, my dear Sebaſtian, 
to give me this Conſolation in my Misfortunes, that 
have ſaved you from Death —— Preſerve that 


Life, I charge you, which has coſt me too much for 
you to expoſe. to the Dangers you muſt meet in this 
place. Abandon it for ever, or return not till 
the unfortunate Elvira is no more. Then I will permit 
you to think of me, and to flatter your Tn 
vith all that can aſſure you of mine, as a Conſolation 
of my LoſSs————— Go, continued fſhe, | burſting 
into Tears, leave me this Inſtant, and diſſipate the 
mortal Fears IJ am in, while you remain in Lisbon 
Make me no Reply——[ will tell myſeif all you wou'd 
ſay to me Il know all that you think and wou d 
have you read my Heart, as J do yours Exact 
from me no more, and, for the falt Mark of the Power 
I have over you, obey me, ER | 72 

HERE the diſconſolate Elvira ceaſed to ſpeak, and 
Don Se 2 full ot Love, of Admiration, and 
Grief, lifted up his Eyes to Heaven, then fell upon 
his Knees, and taking her Hand, which ſhe had 
ſtretched out to raiſe him, put it to his Mouth, and, 
while he kiſſed it with the utmoſt Ardency, bathed it 
in a Torrent of Tears, They remained ſome time in 
this Poſture ; but the virtuous Elvira, ſummoning all 
her Courage to her Aid, made a Sign to Leonora, which 
5424 perceiving, he roſe up, and having, in bowing to 
her, regarded her with a Look which pierced her Soul, 
followed his Conductreſs, without tranſgreſſing the 
Orders he had received by one ſingle Word. Leonora, 
who was little leſs touched at this melancholy Scene 
than the Perſons concerned in it, had the good For- 
tune to ſee him out of the Gates of Lamas Palace, with- 
out any Accident, ; 1 | 


Is 
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HE returned to the Kinſman of Alvarez, who was 
greatly diſquieted at his long ſtay ; but he appeared fo 
changed, and with ſomething ſo deplorable in his Coun- 
tenance, that he hardly durſt teſtify the Joy he had for 
his ſafe Return: Aloarez himſelf, fearing ſome fatal 
Event, preſerved a profound Silence, while Sebaſtian 
walked up and down the Room, with Eyes caft down, 
and Arms a- croſs, for the beſt part of the Night. 

A laft, changing his Poſition of Body, and —_— 

ing Alvarez near him, Tis done, ſaid he to him, as 
if he had known what had paſſed between him and E. 
vira; ſhe will have it ſo, and J muſt obey her — Yes, 
Alvarez, continned he, in a kind of Tranfport, I will 
live, not to forget her, but to adore her, to admire and 
reſped her till my laſt Breath, 
TH E faithful Confidant, charmed with this Reſolu- 
tion, and eaſily gueſſing what had occaſioned it; Well 
then, my Lord, ſaid he, we muſt quit Lisbon, and re- 
tire to a Place where you may be ſheltered from thoſe 
Dangers which wou'd force you to fail in what the ex- 
cellent Elvira has exacted from you. 

M dear Alvarez, reply'd he, do with me what 
thou wilt — Jam ignorant what I am, what I fay 
and to what way I ſhou'd direct my Steps —— I aban- 
don myſelf wholly to thee I will live, I have 
pPromited it; but demand no more of me. 

ALVAREZ waited not to repeat his Remonſtrance, 
but, on the Inftant, went out of the Room, and pre- 
pared for their Departure ; which, when done, he re- 
turned, and made his Maſter get on Horſeback, as did 
alſo himſelf and Kinſman, all diſguiſed and well armed, 
Sebaſtian ſuffered them to do in every thing as they 
pleaſed, without informing himſelf ; they went out of 
Town, and, by Morning, arrived at a little Town, 
where Alvarez, took leave of his Kinſman, and, after 
a ſhort Repoſe, parted with his Maſter, for the Terri- 
tory to which his Sentence ſent him, where Donna 
Catherina de Mendoce arrived not till three Days after, lit- 

tle hoping to find there an Object ſo conſoling. 
ELVIRA in the mean time no ſooner found Don 
Sebaſtian was out of Danger, than ſhe felt herſelf 
much eaſed in having made Ip this Diſcovery * her 
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Heart; ſhe thought ſhe cou'd do no leſs for a Man whem 
fe ſo long had look'd upon as deſtined to be her Hus- 
MW band; and therefore pardoned Leonora, on condition ſhe 
you'd never be guilty of the like Fault. 5 
S E pass d the greateſt Part of the Night in talking 
on him, but far from diminiſhing the Reſolution ſhe 
bad taken to uſe her utmoſt Efforts to love Lama, 
this Converſation rather ſtrengthened it: ſhe conſide- 
red the having ſeen and ſpoke to Sebaſtian, as an Injury 
"Wo her Husband, which ſhe cou'd not attone for, but 
SW by the utmoſt Tenderneſs, which ſhe made a ſolemn 
Vow before Leonora always to behave with towards him, 
But the various Agitations of her Mind this Night had 
been ſo violent, that this Woman entreated her to go 
1 Bed, and being prevail'd 2 to do ſo, fell into a 
Sleep more ſerene and ſweet than ſhe had enjoyed for a 
Wong time. 1 ; | 
' THE Day was pretty far advanced when Leonora 
” Wjudged it proper to wake her, to inform her, that Don 
Lama had been ſeveral Times at her Apartment ; and 
that ſhe heard by ſome of his Attendants, that he had 
received News from Court, on which, Elvira findin 
herſelf much better, ſent to let him know it, and that 
ne wiſhed to ſee him. 8 2 
EER Meſſage immediately brought him, and he 
communicated to her the Orders he had received, 
\ Mwbich were to depart with all Expedition to take 
poſſeſſion of the Vice-Royalty of the Indies, the Fleet 
being ready to ſail for Goa ; adding, that he wou'd not 
4 = her to follow him till her Health was entirely 
eſtabliſned, and ſhe might then join him, Theſe Words 
" Were accompanied with a certain Air of Indifference, 
e Mt which Elvira was alarmed ; ſhe anſwered however 
” With the greateſt Sweetneſs, and conjured him to 


a permit her to go with him, told him ſhe found her- 
. Nielſin a Condition to undertak that Voyage; and that 
Ine doubted not, but his Preſence and the Change of 


Air would in a ſhort time perfectly reſtore her. 

BU Don Balthazar dwelling always on the Sub- 
ect of her diſpoſition, refuſed her Entreaty, and quit. 
ted the Chamber in a ſhort time; ſaying, he muſt give 
er (Orders for the neceſſary Preparations for his Departure. 
1 : | | | | This 
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This manner of Proceeding extremely ſurprized Elvira , 


and as ſhe was certain he cou'd have no knowledge o 0) 
her Interview with Suza, knew not to what Cauſe to b 
aſcribe it. Leonora, who hated Lama with a perfect "i 

Hatred, was the firſt that penetrated into the Motive. be 
Don Balthazar, ſaid ſhe to her, became your Spouſe c 
wi 


in hope of raiſing his Fortune; your great Eſtate had 
more weight with him than your Beauty ; and the 
Vice-Royalty of the Indies, which ought to have been] he 
the Recompence of the Services of your Family, and 
was, doubtleſs, given him in fayour of your Marriage; ob! 
being the full Accompliſhments of his Aim, Love has 
the leaſt Place in his Remembrance, and Ambition re 
ſumes its wonted Empire in his Soul, 
THIS Reaſoning appeared but too juſt to Elvira, 
but not willing to give longer Attention to it, No mat- 
ter, interrupted ſhe, with a Sigh, whether he loves me 
or not, I ſhall do my duty, While this beautiful Lady 
was forming theſe noble Deſigns, Don Balthazar, burn- 
ing with Impatience to ſee himſelf in his Govern- 
ment, was wholly taken up with the Magnificences 
which his new Grandeur exacted. All Lisbon came to 
make their Compliments, and congratulate him; where. 
ever he came, his Preſence made a Court ; and his Pride 
had now ſo much to feed upon, that it is not to beſ mel 
wondered at, that it became in a ſhort time,over-grown, juſt 
Ekvira was alſo paid the ſame Homage; but that Lady, | 
without having the Ambition of her Husband, received Caſt] 
it with more Dignity, *' Es £4 
LEONORA, in effect, had unmask'd the Characte 
of Don Lama; the Difficulties he found in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Elvira had joined ſomething like loye to his 
ambitious Deſires, but when he was Maſter of all he 
wiſhed, his Wife became no more ſo amiable in his Eyes 
all the Luſtre of her Charms were loſt in tlioſe of his 
new Grandeur: he looked on it as a Confinement to be 
with her, and cou'd not think of taking with hima 
Companion, before whom he muſt be obliged to wear 
2 Gravity little conformable to thoſe Pleaſures of which 
his Youth and Inclination rendered him but too ſuſcep A 


tible. | 
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IH E profound Melancholy and Indiſpoſition of Bl. 
tra perſuading him, that ſhe had ſtill a tender Remem- 
brance of Don Sebaſtian, ' he thought himſelf not ob- 
liged to regard her with any thing more but Indiffe. 
rence ; and beginning to grew mou of his firſt Aſie 
duities, and thinking only how to ſecure his Honour, 
while abſent from her, — to enjoy all the Ad van- 
tages of his Marriage, without partaking them with 
her from whom he received them. As he had theſe 
Deſigns, it was impoſſible for the beautiful Elvira to 
oblige him to let her accompany him; tho* her Duty 
and her Virtue made uſe of the ſame Efforts for that 
urpoſe, as the fondeſt Paſſion wou'd have done, neg- 
ting neither Tears nor Prayers to move him, T 
BUT Don Balthazar was inflexible; and now 
beginning to make her ſenſible of the Power he had 
over her, he commanded her to retire to a Caſtle he 
had ſome Miles diſtant from Lisbon, where he placed a- 
bout her Duennas and Servants, who were all his Crea- 
tures, and ſo many Spies upon her Actions; of all the 
Women who had before attended her, leaving only Leo- 
nora. Donna Elvira was touched to the very Soul at 
this Proceeding, but firm in her Duty, ſhe — i 
to her Deſtiny, without ſhewing any Token of Reſent- 
ment, and without making any Reproacheg to her un- 
juſt S pouſe, who obliged her to depart thret᷑ days before 
him; and when ſhe was retired, and ſhut up in her 
Caſtle, he embarked with a Mind full of Pride, Oſten- 
tation and Vanity, . 2 
HE arrived at Goa, and took Poſſeſſion of his Go- 
vernment, where he began to exerciſe his Aut hority, 
with a haug htineſs which made him rather feared than 
loved, But now it was, that he was to experience the 
utmoſt Power of a Paſſion, which till then he had only 
thought of as the means by which he might accompliſh 
other more darling Views: ambitious as he was, he 
learned in Goa, that there are Deſires which Grandeur 
cannot ſatisfy, He had not long been in Poſſeſſion of 
his Vice-Royalty, before a brother and ſiſter of the King 
of Achon retired themſelves to that Place, to avoid ſome 
Troubles which were at that time in their Counrry, 
and entreated the King of Portugal's Protection; which 
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Don Lama the more readily. vouchſafed them, as the 
young Princeſs of Achon appeared to him, even at firſt 


ſight, the moſt dazzling Beauty of the Earth. This In- 


dian, whoſe Charms were accompanied with the moſt 


engaging Air, made Balthazar know, that all that he 


had imagined he knew of Love, before he ſaw her, was 
infinitely ſhort of what that Paſſion really inſpires, 
HIS Paſſion no leſs violent than ſudden, was not 


long cencealed from the fair Object; and as he was 


young, handſome, well made, accompliſh'd, and bold, 
and the Princeſs of Achon neither blind nor inſenſible of 


| Merit, ſhe attended not much Formalities to make a 


ſuitable Return; and both abandoning themſelves, with- 
out Reſerve, to the Ardour of their Love, took no care 
to keep it a ſecret from the World. 

T H E Princeſs finding herſelf beloved with the ut- 
moſt Exceſs of Tenderneſs, thought of nothing but be- 
coming a Chriſtian, and eſpouſing the Viceroy, and 

flattered herſelf a long time with this pleaſing Hope, no 
perſon daring to acquaint her, that he was engaged to 
another. But when in the Tranſports of her Love ſhe 
preſſed him to compleat her Happineſs, he was obliged 
to let her know the fatal Impediment which Heaven 
had placed to their mutual Satisfaction. At this News, 
the Princeſs of Achon fell into ſo violent a Deſpair,that 
the perjured Don Balthazar, infatuated with his Paſſi- 
on, promiſed to neglect nothing which might break an 
Engagement ſo contrary to what ſhe wiſhed to form. 

THE Indian, violent by Nature, and rendered much 

more ſo by her Jealouſy, propoſed to him the blackeſt 


Expedients to obtain her Deſires ; but whether he had yet 


too much Remains of Honour to comply with her, or 
whether it were, that he cou'd find no proper and ſafe 
Opportunity to do it, he put her off, by demanding Time, 
and ſwearing to her an eternal and inviolable Affection. 

WHILE theſe things paſſed at Goa to the great 


Diſſatisfaction of all the Portuguexe that had followed 


Don Balthazar, the unhappy Elvira paſſed her Days 
in the moſt dreadful Solitude; having no conſolation 
but at the Altars of the Sovereign Diſpoſtr of all things, 
ro whom inceſſantly ſhe poured forth her Complaints. 


Don Lama had, for ſome time after his Departure, 


” 


wrote 


1 
wrote regularly to her; and, in ſpite of the coldneſs 
of his Letters, ſhe had always anſwered them with the 
utmoſt Tenderneſs, and entreaties of being permitted 
to come to him: but having at laſt entirely ceaſed 
ſending any Letters to her, tho' ſhe took all occaſions 
of writing to him, ſhe began to be ſincerely alarmed 
at ſo cruel and obſtinate a Silence. She thought it her 
Duty not to be eaſy, while ignorant of what her Hus- 
band was doing, or what had happened to him. He 
had given ſuch ſtrict Orders to let her be ſeen by no 
Perſon whatſoever, that the Entrance into the Caſtle 
was refuſed even to her neareſt Kindred ; ſo that ſhe 
cou'd not have the knowledge of any thing, either 
concerning him, or what was doing in the World. 
Her Bounty, however, Sweetneſs, and Generoſity had 
gain'd her the Eſteem and Affection of all thoſe he had 
placed about her. They thought it the utmoſt Cruel- 
ty, to force a Lady ſo young and beautiful, to live in 
a manner ſo little conformable to her Rank and Vir- 
tue; and willing as much as poſſible, to make their 
Duty to their Lord agree with the Zeal they had to 
ſerve her, they neglected nothing in their Power that 
might ſerve to diſſipate her Griefs, and render her 
Confinement leſs irkſome. They made little kind of 
Balls among themſelves; they ſung; they played on 
Inſtruments; they brought all the News they could 


hear; and one among them who was the moſt particue 


larly attached to her, and in whom Leonora had great 
confidence, being told by ſome Perſons, that came from 
Licbon, that the Report ran there of the Vice-Roy of 
the Indies, being going to be married to a great Prin- 
ceſs, was ſo highly concerned at it, that he immediate- 
ly acquainted Leonora with it. s 1 
THINGS which paſs at a great diſtance, and thro? 
many Mouths, diminiſh or augment according to the 
Humours of the different Perſons that relate them: and 
thus the Amours of Lama being artived at Lisbon, had 
roſe to this form, by the Time the News had reached 
the Borough, where ſtood the Caftle. | 
A Domeſtick of Don Balthazar judging by Ap- 
1 doubted not of the Truth of this Report, 
the little Care he took of writing to Elvira, and 
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now diſcontinuing to give any charge about lier; and as r 
the was extremely grieved at it, told Leonora, that if v 
Donna Elvira had any Meaſures to take, he would 
willingly run the riſque of his Life to do her Service, In 
.LEONOR A thanked him in her Miſtreſs's Name, i: 
and exhorted him to perſiſt in his good Intentions ; and o 
then went to inform Donna Exvira of the News, ho. ne 
ping it wou'd eaſe her of thoſe Inquietudes ſhe was in 01 
for the fate of a Husband that merited ſo little from her. ra 
BU this News produced an effect very different I th 
from what ſhe man Elvira liſtened to her with pi 
Attention, and when ſhe was beginning to aggravate 
the Crime of Lama, Hold Leonora, ſaid ſhe, I ſee th 
farther into this Adventure than you think, — I know lf tol 
very well, that Don Balthazar durſt not break thro' if ſer 
thoſe Ties that bind him ta me neither his Glory Cc 
nor his Intereſt will permit it therefore am I not fire 
alarmed at this Report. It is my Duty, however, not anc 
to appear indifferent when ſuch things are ſaid ; but tof thi 
go and ſhew my Husband the Intereſt I have in him. con 
Ves, continued ſhe, I will leave this Place, I will to 
depart for Goa, and negleQ nothing that may recall the I tha 
Tenderneſs of this forgetful Husband, I her 
WHAT! Madam, interrupted Leonora, with the ut - Fid 
moſt Aſtoniſnment, when he loves you not, when heſi of tl 
abandons you, when all his Cares are to pleaſe a Rival. mor 
will you go in ſearch of him? 5 
WEL L, Leonora, reply d ſhe, in a majeſtick I thei 
Tone, if he loves me not, my Duty commands me fart} 
to do every thing which may oblige him to do foi T 
Weought to deſpiſe a Lover who betrays us; but we 
muſt try all Methods to reclaim a Husband who is un- Yvir 
faithful. Then, without liſtening to any thing further (elf ! 
the Nurſe wou'd have ſaid to her, commanded her to and | 
bring that Perſon to her, who had ſo readily proffered 
his Service, This Man was called the Intendant of the 
Caſtle,and all the otherDomeſticks were ſubmitted toliim, 
 LEONORA durſt not reply, but went immediately 
and conducted Felix, for that was his Name, into her 
Miſtreſs's Cloſet, Donna Elvira made him _— all 
he had told the Nurſe; and finding nothing which did 
not preſs her to the Execution of her Deſign, ſhe com- 6 to 
8 Pe | municated Vo 


(281) 
a3 municated it to him, after he had ſworn to her an in“ 
ir! yiolable Fidelity and Obedience. Nö 
Id T O encourage him, ſhe preſented him with a Dia- 
mond of great Value, and entreated he would aſſiſt her 
e in going out of the Caſtle, and embarking for Goa, 
id I ordering Leonora to furniſh him with what Money was 
o- neceſſary for rendring her Departure ſecret and expediti - 
in MW ous. This Man animated by her Generoſity, _ natu- 
er. rally inclined to ſerve her, promiſed to conduct her on 
nt I the ſecond Night to Lisbon, where ſhe might take Ship- 
h ping for G2. „„ 7 8 
re T O be able to fulfil his Word, he aſſembled toge- 
ee ther the next day all the Domeſticks of the Caſtle and 
will told them, as a great Secret, that the Vice-Roy had 
o' Ml ſent a preciſe Order to convey Elvira privately to. a 
ry {© Convent, which he named to them; and that he de- 
or fired all of them might ſeem ignorant of her Retreat, 
ot and to let eight Days paſs over without ſaying any 
to thing of her; but at the Expiration of that time, he 
m. ¶ commanded they ſhould give it out, that ſhe was gone 
ill to Goa, in order to join him, to the end, ſaid Felix, 
he that none of her Friends or Kindred may ſearch after 
her: he added, alſo, that as a Recompence for their 
ut · Fidelity, the Vice-Roy had ordered him to make each 
he of them a Preſent of thirty Piſtoles. There needed no 
al, more to gain theſe People; they indeed lamented the 
Fate of Elvira, but the Luſtre of the Gold blinded 
kl their Eyes to every thing be ſide, and they examined no. 
ne farther, but left Felix to conduct the matter as he pleaſed, 
fl THUS on the ſecond Night, having nothing to op- 
well poſe him, he took the ſame Equipage which had brought 
n-M Bvira to the Caſtle, to conduct her to Liston, he him- 
er ſelf ſerving for Coachman. As they reſted in the Day 
to and travelled only by Night, they met with no Perſon 
edFby whom they were known. At their Arrival ia 
he Lisbon, the Intendant placed Elvira and Leonora at 
im. che Houſe of a. Kinſman of his, where they remained 
Vin all the Privacy they could wiſh, till they were in- 
1 formed a. Ship was ready to fail for the Indies. As ſoon 
a3 they were on Board, Elvira made herſelf known to 
ne Captain, and told him, ſhe had a deſire to go incog- 
1% to her Husband, to add a pleafing Syrprize to hes 
Vor. IV. . B b 2 comiagʒ 
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coming; on which he treated her with all the Honours . 
due to her high Quality, and particular Merit. 
_ WHILE all the Actions of Elvira were thus guided I Ri 
by Duty, Love had the fole Command over thoſe of he 
the enamour'd Don Sebaſtian de Suza, I have already 
aid, that he arrived at his Lands three Days before I w! 
Donna Catherina his Mother. *Tis eaſy to judge of her I th 
Surprize and Joy, at finding him in a Place where ſhe If to 
ſo little expected him: he cou'd not diſpenſe giving her I .in 
an Account of what he had been doing. She blamed | 
his Temerity, ſhe lamented his Fate, and neglected If ten 
nothing to moderate his Grief, „ 
BUT in ſpite of her Efforts, and thoſe of all his Wi 
Friends, he fell into ſo deep a Melancholy, as made em 
them all fearful it wou'd in time be fatal to him: he tou 
ſpoke not but with pain, his Slumbers were broken E 
and diſturbed, and bis Countenance ſo altered, he was terr 
hardly to be known. His Griefs ſeemed to have in- thi: 
vol ved him in a kind of Stupidity or Lethargy of Soul, I thit 
when the News of the Amours of Don Balthazar, and gua! 
the Departure of Elvira for Goa, on a ſudden reached © unv 
his Ears, and rouzed him afreſh to Rage and Hatred all! 
againſt that unworthy Poſſeſſor of the beſt of Women. 
He heard in what manner he had ſhut her up at his and 
Departure to the Indies, and was then a thouſand times 
on the point of going after him to revenge her Wrongs; 
but the Remonſtrances of his Mother kept him from it. ¶ ſhou 
She continually repreſented to him, that by ſuch an it is 
Act he muſt loſe Elvira for ever, that no Gratitude for i My « 
Good done to herſelf, no Inclination, cou'd be ſtrong 
enough to abſolve the Guilt of marrying the Murderer I neve! 
of her Husband ; and that if Heaven ſhould be pleaſed | 
to terminate the Days of Lama, there wou'd be then 
no Obſtacle to his Happineſs : with theſe kind of Dif- 
courſes ſhe ſtopped the Effects of his Fury for ſome? 
time; but when he was told the Inconſtancy of his ag it 
Rival, and that Elvira was departed for Goa, it was im- 
Poſſible to find any Arguments of force to overcome the 


Violence of his Defires to follow her, or: my 
HE imagin'd a Man capable of being falſe to a Wo- Caſe 
very 


man, ſo truly worthy of all his 'Tenderneſs, might be- 
come guilty of the moſt terrrible and baſe Deſigns © 
I | : gain 


0 
« 


** w—_ 
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painſt her; his paſſionate Affection filling him with 
torebodings of ſomething fatal to Elvira, which all his 
Reaſon could not vanquiſh; and repreſenting to him 
how little Security there could be for her in a Palace 
and Country entirely ſubmitted to the Will of a Man, 


who no longer loved her, and looked on her Life as 


the only Impediment to his Deſires, he was not able 
to take any Repoſe till he had brought Donna Catbe- 


rina to conſent to his Departure for Goa. 1 
SUCH a Propoſal cou'd not but be dreadful to this 
tender Mother; and not believing it poſſible he ſhould 


eſcape the Vengeance of his Rival, in following his 


Wife to a Place where he had abſolute Command, ſhe 


employ'd all her Power to diſſuade him from ſo dange- 


tous an Enterprize, . | 


. 1 * 


BUT Suza, Night and Day tormented with the moſt 


terrible Ideas, con'd not be prevail'd upon. Fear no- 
thing for me, Madam, faid he, I ſhall undertake no- 
thing againſt the Life of Don Balthazar, I will only 
guard that of my dear Elvira from any Attempt of her 
unworthy Husband, by being a cloſe and ſecret Spy on 


all his Actions: I will alſo diſguiſe myſelf in ſuch a 


manner, as to render it impoſſible for me to be known, 
and by that means not infringe the Orders given me in 
the laſt Converſation I had with that excellent Woman. 


l eyen will make no Effort to ſee her; and if 1 


ſhou'd do ſo by any Accident, ſhe never ſhall imagine 
it is Sebaſtian 1 her. Thus, without riſquin 

my own Life, I put myſelf in a Condition to defend 
that of hers—— This adorable Obje&, continned he, 


never offers itſelf to my View either ſleeping or wak- 


ing, but with a Dagger at her Breaſt, or a Bowl of Poi- 
ſon in her Hand - In fine, Madam, added he, 


embracing her Knees, it is to bid me die to oppoſe my 
Departure. I wou'd do nothing without communicat- 
ag it to you, tho' I might have eſcaped a ſecond time 


Nthout your being able to diſcover which way I ſteer'd 


my Courſe ; - but your Goodneſs to me, my Redhat 


my Duty, and the Di _ you wou'd ſuffer in ſuch a 
Caſe, force me to make you this Confidence, and my 
very doing ſo may aſſure you, that I am ſo far from go- 


ing in ſearch of Dangers, that I will avoid them with 


the 
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the utmoſt Care; 
belieye you will ſee me, if not more happy, yet, at 
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and when you ſee me again, I das 


leaſt, more eaſy. | 
DONNA Catherina was a long time before ſhe 


cou'd reſolve ; but ſeei 


that he really died daily be. 


fore her Eyes, ſhe at laſt conſented to his going ; be. 
lieving,that if he took the Precautions he had promiſed 
her, he ran no very great Hazard, eſpecially as. Lamg 
wou'd not have the leaſt Suſpicion of his venturing to 
that Place, or that indeed he cou'd arrive there with- 
out his Knowledge, 

HER yielding to his Deſires was the firſt moment of 
Joy, the unfortunate Sebaſtian had known of a long 
time, it ſhewed itſelf in every Look and Action; and 
Donna Catherina took it for a happy Preſage of what 
Thou'd 1 to him; their Adieus were an Inter- 


mixture o 


Hope, Grief and Fear: ſhe recommended 


the Care of him to the faithful Alvarex, who ſwore ne- 
ver to abandon him in whateyer Exigence his Fate 
Mou'd throw him; and having left the Country, he 
returned with this Confidant ſecretly to Libon, where 
he embarked fifteen Days after Elvira had taken Ship- 
ping, it being the Seaſon of the Year when Veſlels went 
frequently out for the Indies; where let us leave him in 
purſuit of his Hopes, and ſee what became of Elvira. 
IHA beautiful Lady, after a Voyage of three 
Months, arrived ſafely at Goa, and being conducted to 
the Palace of the Viceroy, ſhe no ſooner appeared than 


her Name ran through all Parts of the 


ity, by the 


Joy which her Sight inſpired in thoſe who had follow- 
ed Lama from Portugal; and hopel that her Preſence 
wou'd Cure him of that unwerthy Paſſion he had for 
the Princeſs of Achon. But no Surprize or Vexation 
was ever ſuperior to his, when he was informed of her 
Arrival : however, he diſſembled it before thofe of the 
Court who were then about-him, and as he cou'd not 


diſpenſe with going to che her, went attended by 


- a great Number of Cowtiers, borh Portugueze and In. 


ian. 


Donna El:ira had on this Occaſion ſummoned 


all her Attractions to her Aid, negleCting to heighten 
nothing of the Charms ſhe had received from Nature, 
by all the Advantages of Ait and Dreſs, in order 


3 (285) 1 
are to make her unfaithful Husband bluſh at the Prefe- 
at rence he had given to a Stranger. There was not one 
perſon that ſaw. her, e dazzled at the ſight 
of ſo perfect a Beauty, and who did not in ſecret blame 
Don Balthazar for his Attachment to the Princeſs of 
Achon. MET | 
DON NA Elvira accoſted him with an Air 22 
led Majeſty and Sweetneſs, which redoubled the Ad- 
miration of the Spectators ! My Lord, ſaid ſhe to him, 
have perhaps tranſgreſſed in appearing before you 
thus unſent for; but the Motive of that T N 
| flatter myſelf, will be thought worthy of Forgiveneſs 
Il cou'd no longer reſiſt the Deſire I had to ſee 
nd you; and the languiſhing Condition I have been in 
at fince your Departure, made me believe the Air in which 
r- you breathe, cou'd alone reſtore me to my accuſtomed 
ed Health. 58 8 c | SS } 
e- 1 T does not appear to me, Madam, anſwered Lama 
te coldly,. that my Abſence has been of any Prejudice te 
he your Health; and I think on the contrary, that Re- 
re poſe and Solitude were much more neceſſary to you than 
p- * Company. Theſe Words were too keen not to give 
nt Ia ſenſible Wound to Elvira ; but ſhe teſtify'd nothing 
in Nof it, and contented herſelf with giving him Glances, 
which made him underftand ſhe was not ignorant of 
ee the Motive, which occaſion'd her ſo indifferent a Re- 
to I ception; but he appear'd little touched at it; and give 
un Wing her his Hand, conducted her to his Cloſet, where 
ie they remained alone together. 3 
- ELVIRA no ſooner ſaw herſelf at liberty, than ſhe 
ce burſt into a Torrent of Tears: ſhe was ſtruck to the 
or {Soul at the Indifference of her Spouſe, tho* ſhe had 
o Nconſtrained herſelf ro conceal it before Company, and 
er Irellecting on her Misfortunes paſt, . and thoſe which 
1e Dow threatened her; How have you abandoned me, my 
ot Lord! faid the, and how do you now receive me! 
y Wave I merited this Treatment! or did I once expect 
Ito find it from you! I came not hither to reproagh 
d your Conduct, but to remind me, that you onee did 
love me, and that I have in no Action of my Life ren- 
, (fred myſelf unworthy of that Love; and alfo to ro- 
mone 


» ,, 0p 4 
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monſtrate, that it is not for your Glory a Woman of my 
Age ſhou'd be ſo long ſeparated from a Husband ſuch 
as you are, T 
I proteſt to you, Madam, anſwered he, with a ma- 
licious Smile, that I am ſurprized at this ſudden Ten. 
derneſs in you you muſt certainly be extreme. 
ly — or are excellent in the Art of Diſſimula- 

tion: but I ſhall not make it my Buſineſs to ſearch into 
what paſſes in your Heart, nor wou'd have you perplex 
yourſelf about mine. Lou had, however, much 
better have remained in Portugal, ſince it was my De- 
fire you ſhou'd do ſo But you are come hither, 
without my Permiſſion; and have ſeduced thoſe in whom 
J have confided to be your Guard; and ſuch a Conduct 
is not, perhaps, ſo agreeable as you may thiak, and 
might give me juſt Occaſion of Suſpicion : to prevent 
them, therefore, from taking Growth, you muſt be 
more exact in your Obedience at Goa, and not imagine 
| You have any Right to act as you pleaſe, if you wou d 
partake the Honours to which you pretend. In ſpeak- 
ing theſe Words, he went out of the Room, without 
regarding her, or waiting for a Reply. g 
NOTHING is more cruel to a Woman who a- 
crifices all ta her Duty, and whoſe Virtue is the ſole 


Guide of all her Actions, than to have them ſet into gg 


a criminal Light by him for whoſe ſake they are done: 


the Soul cannot then avoid being agitated by a little 5 
Self- love, and Conſciouſneſs of not deſerving ſuch Re- 


turns; and it muſt be a more than common Goodneſs 


that can, on ſuch an Occaſion, not have recourſe to 


Hatred or Contempt. The unhappy Elvira felt, in that hi : 


Moment, that ſhe ſtood in need of all her Fortitude to 
vanquiſh her Reſentment, and to reſtrain her Thoughts 
from fixing themſelves on Objects more worthy her 


Attachment than her perfidious and ungrateful Spouſe; 


but driving, with all her Force, all from her Mind 
that was of Prejidice to him, ſhe at laſt returned to 
hgr Reſolution of bearing patiently all he ſhou'd in- 
flict upon her, and to uſe her utmoſt Efforts to love 
him, and be beloved by him, if it were poſſible; and 


the more to engage him to eſteem her, if no more, hs 
| Ss in 
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7 intended to make a Friendſhip with the Princeſs of 


hl A bon in a ſhort time, 5 „ 
WHILE: ſhe was forming theſe innocent Deſigns, 
a- her jealous Rival, alarmed at her Arrival, and the Re- 
n- putation of her Beauty, inſpired very different ones in 
e-M Don Ba/tbazar. The Moment he left Elvira, he went 
a-Mto her Apartment, where he found her drowned in 
to Tears, uttering the moſt bitter Exclamations, and 
eximggling with one of her Female Slaves, who endea- 
chEvoured to hinder her from ſticking a Ponyard to her 


e- Heart. This Spectacle put Lama into a Condition which 


er it wou' d be very difficult to deſcribe— This Man, 
m rho had not been moved by the Grief and Modefty of 
ite moſt beautiful Woman in the World, was now 
nd pierced to the Soul at the ſight of Deſpair in a Miſtreſs 


paſſions. 45 „ 

HE threw himſelf at her Feet, with the moſt ten- 
der Air, and embracing her Knees, Adorable Princeſs! 
ſaid he, what Misfortune can have happened great e- 


fett Workmanſhip of Nature? Whoever has offended 
ou, I am ready to revenge even were it my 
ſelf, 1 here ſwear to you, I wou'd ſacrifice my Life to 
nto give you Satisfaction. | : 
ne: XE RINA, for that was the Name of this Princeſs, 
tle grew a little more calm at theſe Promiſes made to her 
Re- Why her Lover; but as ſhe was no way regulated by 


ꝛeſs Virtue or Diſcretion, and cou'd not endure to ſhare the 


tonleart of Don Balthazar with another, 
hat thing that might engage hi id-hit | 
Elvira, To this end, joining to her Love and Rage all 
he Artifice of her Sex; Ungrateful, reply'd he: Tels 
ag on him with Eyes whofe Power ſhe too well knew, 
tis on you alone I ought to wiſh Revenge; 
tis you alone who have affronted me; — 
I toſpne, tis you who cauſe the Miſery, the Deſpair in 
mn Which I am. | My Rival is in the Palace ; ſhe 
Joys a Happineſs which is only due ro me——— You 
ave now no Eyes but for her Charms ; and while you 
aſs with her all your happy Moments, mine elapſe in 
cars, in Bitterneſs of Heart, and gnawing Angus 
„ 16 | 5 eat 


violent, inconſiderable, unjuſt, and extreme in all her 
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(288) 
Death only can terminate the Torments your fatal Paſ- 
ſion has involv'd me in. Ah cruel ! continued 
ſhe, imagine not I will be a Witneſs of her Glory, fill 
up the Number of her Train, and ſuffer patiently your. 
Change, and her Contempt; no, this Ponyard, added 
ſhe, catching it up a ſecond time, ſhall deliver me 7 
from the mean, the ſervile State; and I ſhall, at leaſt, W 3 
c 
8 


have this Conſolation in my Death, to be aſſured o 
2 in 2 which will inceſſantly pur- 
ue you. ” | 
IH EN making an Offer to ſtab herſelf, the credufl p 
lous Lama, imagining he already ſaw her expire, loſt 
entirely all his remains of Reaſon ; and having wreſt. fl 
ed the Dagger from her Hand, and careſſing her in the to 
moſt tender manner, he aſſured her, that he hatred E/ 
 vira, that her Preſence was no leſs inſupportable to 
him than it wou'd be to her, that he wou'd give her 
the moſt glaring Proofs of it, and that all Goa ſhon' 


be witneſs he adored only Xerina, that he wou'd live Pa 
and die for his adorable Princeſs, and conjured her buif Str 
to ſee in what faſhion he wou'd treat her Rival, beford thi 

mo 


me made him any Reproaches. After this, he made 
a thouſand Vows to ſubmit to whatever ſhe ſhou'd ex pla 
act from him, if the manner in which his Inclinationff utn 
led him to act did not content her. = | 
' THESE Proteſtations appeaſed the cruel Princeſs ing 
who then reſolyed to demand the Execution of all hq "ot 
had ſworn in a ſhort time; but as the Price of the 
Complaiſance ſhe now had for him, ſhe deſired that fig} t h 
might never be obliged to ſee the Vice-Queen, and thaf furn 
that Lady might have no liberty in the Palace. 
DON Balthazar made her no other Reply than a 
immediate Obedience, and calling in a Gentleman o 
his Train, who waited in an outer Room, commandec 
him to aſſign Elvira an Apartment on the other fide 0 
the Palace, and the moſt diſtant from that of his, an- 
to let her know it was his Orders ſhe ſhou'd never {i 
out of it, without Permiſſion. Then he told Xerins 
that as he cou'd not diſpenſe with allowing her a cer} 
tain number of Attendants, that cruel Princeſs ſhout 
have the naming them; to the end, that being entire! 
devoted to her, they might give her an Account of ! 


„ 1 
. Interviews he had with his Wife, and in what manner 
dhe behaved to her. 3 oo 
11 THUS the Ladies of the Court, who had Hattered 
themſelves with the Honour of belonging to the Vice- 
Queen, ſaw themſelves ſupplanted by the Slaves of the 
Princeſs of Achon, for no other wou'd ſhe ſuffer to be 
about that unfortunate Lady; who finding herſelf in- 
compaſſed by Women of that Rank, and whoſe Lan- 
guage ſhe cou'd not underſtand, and deprived of her 
dear Leonora, was now in a Condition much more de- 
plorable than ever ſhe had been, and infinitely worſe 
oF than ſhe cou'd ever have imagined he wou'd have in- 
g. flicted on her. The faithful Leonora, in being obliged 
hell to yield her Place to the | mens way Xerina's Slaves, 
and forbid even to ſee her dear Miſtreſs any more, was 
rofl ready to die with Grief ; but the nnjuſt Lama wou'd 
ger have it fo, and all Complaints were unavailing. 585 
THE Vice-Queen was now Priſoner in her own 
Palace, ſerved and guarded by Men and Women wholly 
ul Strangers to her, and at her Rival's Devotion; yet did 
ore this virtuous Lady ſupport this Misfortune with the 
ade moſt firm Reſolution, never uttering the leaſt Com- 
er plaint againſt her Husband, but endeavouring, with the 
iolll utmoſt Sweetneſs, and moſt obliging Meſſages, to re- 
cover his loſt Heart; but finding he had refuſed ſee-- 
eſz ing her, and imagining, that what ſhe had ſaid had 
hal not been delivered to him in her own Words, ſhe asked 
tha the Principal of the Slaves, if ſhe were forbid writing 
to him, and that if ſhe were not, entreated ſhe wou'd 
furniſh her with the Means ; this Woman, whoſe Name 
as Thamar, had, in a ſervile Condition, Sentiments 
ore generous than thoſe of Xerina, tho' a Princeſs. 
THE Beauty of the Vice-Queen, her Sweetnefs, 
\d:Y and her Misfortunes, touched her with the moſt tender 
e off Compaſſion ; ſhe loved her, ſhe bewailed he,r and 
an wou'd fain have propoſed ſomething for her Conſola- 
- Riff tion; but the Character of the Princeſs of Achon was 
rind too well known to her, for her to dare to expreſs any 
cell emotions ſo contrary to her own, She had been en- 
ou joined to treat this unhappy T.ady with the utmoſt Ri- 
irell gour, and not to give her the leaſt Liberty, on pain of 
fm Yeath : ſhe, therefore, was extremely perplexed at 
Vor. IV, Cc this 
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and bid her not carry any Letter to Balthazar, till ſhe 


F 
This Demand; however, being willing to ſatisfy her, 


without hazarding herſelf, ſhe told her, that ſhe wou'd b 
entreat Permiſſion of the Princeſs, without whoſe Or- 
ders the cou'd not venture to give her Pen and Ink. - 


Donna Elvira cou'd not ſuppreſs her Sighs at this Re- c 
ply, and Thamar was obliged to turn away, to conceal . 
the Senſibility ſhe had of her own enforced Cruelty — 
mne went from her to Xerina, and related the Requeſt 
Had been made to her by the Vice-Queen : I haye re- f 
fuſed her, Madam, ſaid ſhe, till I know your Com- 
mands: but if I might preſume to ſpeak my Thoughts 6 
on this Matter, I think it your Intereft to know the ** 
Sentiments of your Rival; it is certain, ſhe will not 

diſcover them — us, being all your Creatures, but 
will, doubtleſs, disburthen her whole Soul, in her Let- f 
ters to her Spouſe : tis, therefore, my Advice, that E 
you ſuffer her to write, and that I deliver the Letter, 
alter you have read it, to the Vice-Roy, as you may + 
alſo ſte his Anſwer, before it reaches her Hand; and 
by that diſcover the true Situation of his Heart, and 


how far you may depend onthe Veracity of his Paſſion _ 
for you, and Indifference for lier. : oe 

THESE Arguments were ſo conformable to the ho 
Humour of Xeyjna, that joining the Curioſity of ſeeing 17 
in what manner her Rival wou'd expreſs her Regard, — 


made her tell Thamar, that ſhe approved her Deſign, 


had firſt ſhewed it to her; but that, above all things, 
Me muſt keep Elvira from any Suſpicion of her ſeeing 
ir, becauſe it wou'd put a Reſtraint upon her Pen. The 
Slave aſſured her, ſhe wou'd act in every thing accord 
ing to her Command, tho' ſhe was far from deſigning 
it, and return to Elvira, attended as uſual, but forbex: 
giving any Anſwer to her Demand, till Night, when 
the was in Bed; becauſe being the only Perſon that lay, 
in her Chamber, ſhe wou'd then have an Opportuait, 3 
of ſpeaking to her without Witneſſes, 

WHEN the Time correſponded with her Deſigns 
Elvira being in Bed, and all the other Slaves retire) y. 
me came near to her, and having drawn the Curtains | 
All, Madam, faid ſhe, in broken Portugre:ſe, but the 

Vice-Roy and the Princeſs of Achon are grie ved for 8 2 
5 2 . — V. 


FP 
but, methinks, their Hearts and their Conditions are 
not equal they are of High Birth, and free, yet 


are they Tyrants, cruel, and unjuſt .I am a. 


Slave, yet am I tender and compaſſionate; your Mis- 


fortunes touch me; I wou'd gladly ſweeten your Cap- 
tivity, and will uſe my utmoſt Efforts for that Purpoſe ;. 
but the Fidelity with which I ſerve you, muſt be con- 


cealed with the extremeſt Caution. Then ſhe informed 
her of all ſhe had ſaid to Xerina, and the Method ſhe 
took to prevail on her to give Conſent, that ſhe ſhou'd. 
be allowed to write to Don Baltbaxar. | 


OF what Importance is it to you, added ſhe, that 


your Rival reads your Letter, as your Spouſe will re- 
ceive it afterwards ? But I would not have you mention 
her init ; complain only of me, and of my Cruelties, 
entreat that I may be diſplaced, for that is the only 
way to continue me here, and to give an Opportunity. 
of expreſſing the Zeal I have to ſerve you, and mitigate 


your Sufferings, If I had taken your Letter without. 


informing the Princeſs of it, ſhe wou'd have believed. 
me in your Intereſt, and I ſhou'd have been diſmiſled. 
from you, and ſeverely puniſhed ; but if you obſerve 


the Conduct I have preſcribed, I ſhall eſta liſh myſelf 
in her Confidence, and thereby be in a ſtate to render 


YOU Service | | | 

THAMAR was proceeding, but Elvira could hold 
no longer from interrupting her; ſhe ſo little expected 
to find a Conſolation of this kind, that, it aſtoniſhed, 
her beyond Meaſure : ſhe fixed her Eyes on the Slave 


all the time ſhe was ſpeaking, in order to diſcover in. 


her Looks if this exteriour Goodneſs did not conceal. 
ſome Treachery, She was young, amiable, had an 
open and free Countenance, and while ſhe was talking- 
to her in this manner, ſeemed more herſelf than when 
ſhe appeared in that ſevere and ill-natur'd Air which. 
ſhe was obliged to affect before the other Slaves; all 
theſe things conjoining, made her hope ſhe was fin- 
an. | Th 
YOU are, perhaps, ſaid Elvira to her, endeavour- 
ing to prove how far my Credulity extends; for I can 
ſo little comprehend, that a Favourite of the Princeſs 
of Achon can be ſenſible of the IIls I ſuffer, that it is 
Vow SV -- Cc2 '1..- 
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„ | 
not without great Difficulty I can believe you. I ſee 
nothing indeed in your Perſon which does not merit all 
the Confidence you wou'd inſpire me with; but the 
Rank you hold with my Rival, ſo little accords with 
wa Words, that you cannot be ſurpiized if I-am dy- 
| bious — However, be your Deſign what it will, 
as mine is only to ſpeak to my Husband, I ſhall make 
no ſcruple to truſt you with my “Letters to him; neither 
am I ſolicitous what way they take, ſo they ar laſt ar- 
Tive at his Hands. 125 | 
I expected no leſs, Madam, anſwered Thamar, ſmil- 
ing, nor do I defire you will depend till you have 
proved how ſincerely I am inclined to ſerve you——— 
T only beg you'll write in the manner I have adviſed, 
In ſpeaking theſe Words, ſhe cloſed the Curtains again, 
and left Donna Elvira at liberty to reflect on what ſhe 
Had ro do. This beautiful Peng paſſed the greateſt 
part of the Night in thanking Heaven for having inſpir- 
ed Pity for her Ills, in a Breaſt where ſhe ſo little had 
hoped to find it, and in thinking in what Terms ſh 
ſhou'd addreſs herſelf to her perfidious Spouſe. | 
AS ſoon as Thamar found ſhe was awake, ſhe brought 
her what was neceſlary for her to write, Make your 
Letter, Madam, ſaid ſhe, for the Hour approaches in 


which I muſt attend the Princeſs : Elvira made no An- 


ſwer, but taking the Pen in her Hand, decypher'd to 
Balthazar all the Emotions of her Soul, in the moſt 
touching and tender manner, expreſſed the Violence 
of her Grief, that he had not been once to viſit her, 

fince the time he received her from on Board ; con- 
juring him to pardon her Diſobedience in coming to 
Goa without his Permiſſion, aſſured him, ſhe was com- 
pelled to that Action, merely by the Fears for his 
Health, which his long Silence had occaſioned ; be- 
ſeeching him, not to deprive her of his Preſence, that 
The cou'd ſupport every thing but the want of ſeeing 
him; and that ſhe ſuffered patiently the Affronts and 
ill Treatment of the Slave Thamar, but that hoped he 


authorized not her Inſolence: and that he wou'd re- 


member ſhe was of a Birth which ought to exempt her 
trom the Indignities to which ſhe was expoſed ; and 
vi os | 3 * con- 


oo” >. => of 


— 
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— 
concluded with telling him, that in what manner ſoe- 
ver he behaved toward her, ſhe wou'd never fail in her 
Duty to him. | | | 
HAVING finiſhed her Letter, ſhe gave it to the 
Slave, who immediately carried it to Xerina: this Prin- 
ceſs finding no Complaint in it againſt herſelf, nor the 
leaſt notice that ſhe attributed her Misfortunes to her, 
nor indeed any thing which ſhe imagined wou'd be a- 
ble to change the preſent Sentiments of the Vice-Roy, 
ave it to him herſelf, well fatisfy'd that Thamar had 
0 well executed her Orders, Don Balthazar read it 
with Unconcern, and then reſtored it to Xerina, en- 
treating her to believe, he cou'd be ſenſible of nothing 
that came from that Quarter, and forbid Thamar to 
bring him any more of her Epiſtles. | {ET 
THE Princeſs of Achon triumphed within herſelf, 
to find the Heart of Lama in the Situation ſhe wiſhed : 
there was nothing now to be ſeen in the Palace, but 
Balls, Feaſts, and publick Entertainments, of which 
ſhe had all the Honours; Don Balthazar ſeeming to 
glory in the Paſſion he had for her, and neither of 
them taking any Care to conceal their criminal Inter- 
courſe from the Eyes of the Conrt and People, while 
the Vice-Queen ſpent her Days in the moſt ſtrait: Cap- 


tivity, pitied by all Goa, but without any Conſolation, 


except what ſhe received from the Cares of Thamar, 
who being obliged to conftrain herſelf to appear cruel 
and ſevere before the reſt of the Domeſticks, cou'd on- 
ly teſtify her good Wiſhes and the Softneſs of her Na- 
ture when they were alone together. W 

IT was near a Month ftnce the Arival of Donna EL. 
tra, in all which time Don Balthazar had never been 
once to fee her ; nor cou'd all ſhe wrote to him, or ex- 
preſs'd in Meſſages, be able to move him to any Pity 
for her Condition, or Repentance for his Treatment of 


her, But notwithftanding this Inflexibility, the jea- 


lous Xerina was not content, and finding that the Griefs 
of her Rival were not ſufficient to deprive her of her 


Life, had not yet her end : ſhe doubted not, but if 


ſhe cou'd once ſee her laid in Earth, ſhe ſhou'd imme- 
diately pofſeſs her Place, and, therefore, reſolved to 
deſtroy her at what rate ſoever. | 


Vo, IV. 1 THE 


1 
THE perjur d Lama wiſhed no leſs than ſhe to break 
the Bonds which attached him to Elvira, and oppoſed 
the means Xerina was every Day offering him, tor no 
other Reaſon, 'than becauſe he thought them dange- 
rous : No body, ſaid he, will dare to intermeddle be- 
tween me and my Wife, how ill ſoever I uſe her; but 
mou'd any Diſcovery be made, that I attempted on  : 
her Life, the whole World woud become my Accu- W | 
ſers, and I muſt inevitably ſhare the Fate of other Mur- . 
derers, But all his Arguments were too weak to con- 
vince Xerina he owed her not this Mark of his AﬀeCGi- Il ] 
on; and, therefore, left nothing uneſſayed which t 
might oblige him to give it her, The firſt Step ſhe Il 1 
took was to counterfeit ſo profound a Melancholy, that I f 
t 
I 


j 


ail the Diverſions Lama was continually preparing for 
her, ſeemed rather to augment than diminiſh it. He 
was troubled without meaſure at the- Condition in 
which he ſaw her, and preſſed her every moment to d 
an Explanation of the Cauſe, calling Heaven and Earth I n. 
to witneſs his Love and his Fidelity. To this the cun- di 
ning Xerina anſwered 2 with her Tears, and con- er 
juring him not to ceaſe loving her, notwithſtanding I be 
the Decay of her Beauty; he who found her as charm- iſ = 
ing as ever, made her a thouſand Proteſtations of an 1 
eternal Conſtancy, and all their Converſations ended I mi 
with the Tears of the one, and the Aſſurances of the Wl lo: 
other. Every Day ſeemed to bring with it an Encreaſe I Le 

of Grief, and at laſt whoever had ſeen her, wou'd have La 
imagined her wholly abandoned to Deſpair ; then pre- Xe 
tending to be quite overcome by the inward Agitations 

of her Soul, ſhe made herſelf be kept in Bed, and her i tio 
Attendants gave out that ſhe was dying, Don Balthaxar iſ to 
alarmed almoſt to diſtraction, quitted the moſt impor- ate 
tant Buſineſs, and never ſtirred from her Apartment, 
and, by all his Actions, teſtified that his Life was ab- ed 
ſolutely attached to hers. As he was ſitting by her one 
ay, on the Bed ſide, all bathed in Tears for her ima- and 

, gined Danger, and ng: he neither cou'd nor a tl 
wou'd ſurvive her Loſs; No, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, ten- her 

|  derly preſſing his Hand, I only ought to die as an Ex- rin 
[ pia ion for the Crime my Pride has made me guilty of, I this 


in trad 


| 1 
in imagining myſelf worthy of your Love. Donna 
Elvira is, doubtleſs, much more ſo than I, ſince Heaven 
permits her to live, and deſtroys me. It is not, how- 
erer, by her Tenderneſs for you, for you have often 
told me ſhe never loved you. —— Alas | continued 
ſhe, who can ever love you like the unfortunate Xe- 
ina? *Tis the too perfect Affection I have for you 
that ſends me to my Grave ou cannot be en- 
tirely mine, and I cannot live without being yours 
— he Death of Elvira alone can give you to the 
Princeſs of Achon ; and it is the Death of this Princeſs 
that muſt reſtore you to Elvira: ——— It is juſt, my 
Lord, that I ſhou'd be the Sacrifice; and I ſhall re- 
ſign my laſt Breath with Pleaſure, added ſhe, putting his 
Hand to her Mouth, and kiſſing it paſſionately, if my 
Death will aſſure your Felicity. — 
WHAT Words were theſe for a Man to hear, who 


doated, who adored like Don Balthazar ! they failed 


not to work on him all the Effect the cruel Xerina had 
deſigned them for Ah! tis too much, Madam, 
cry'd he, if to preſerve your Life, that of Elvira muſt 
be ſacrificed ; I deliver her up to you———— ordain 
— command. let all periſh, rather than my ado- 
table Princeſs. Oh! how tranſporting is this Pro- 
miſe! interrupted ſhe, and how capable is it of pro- 
longing my Days, if it be as ſincere as it is full of 
Love! What muſt be done to prove it ſo? reſumed 
Lama, in the moſt vehement Tone. You muſt, reply'd 
Xerina, make me the immediate Miſtreſs of Elvira's 
Fate; approve my Defigns, ſupport me in the Execu- 
tion of them, and fix my Happineſs, "= being united 
to me for ever. Don Balthazer was ſo ftrongly infatu- 
ated by this Princeſs, and the Paſſion he had for her 
ſo contrary to Reaſon and good Senſe, that he regard- 
ed nothing, bur rendring her contented, and teſtifying 
the Violence of his Love: he conſented in a Moment, 
and without any heſitation, to all ſhe asked, and made 
a thouſand Oaths to approve all ſhe did, and to ſecond 
her himſelf, if it were neceſſary. The barbarous Xe- 
rina made known her Joy, and the Senſe ſhe had of 
this Compliance, by all that the moſt tender and at- 
tracting Love cou d inſpire ; and knew fo well how to 
| | en- 


* 
( 296) 
engage him by her Carefles and Endearments, that 
wholly overcome with RR his very Soul was 
moulded to what Form ſhe pleaſed to give it, and from 
that time he talked with her of poiſoning or ſtabbing 
Elvira, with the ſame Indifference as he wou'd have 
done on any ordinary matter. | 
BUT while they were conſulting on means the moſt 
ſure and ſecret, for the Deſtruction of Elvira, Heaven 
protected her innocent Life, by ſending to her Aid 
the only Perſon capable of relieving her in this Ex- 
tremity. | OY 
DON Sebaſtian de Suxa, who embarked ſoon after 
her, having a favourable Wind, arrived at Goa, almoſt 
as ſoon as that beautiful Unfortunate, On his landing 
he went, with his faithful Aluarez, to the Houſe of a 
Fer, whom he had known at Lisbon, and who, for 
ſome' Service he had done the State, had obtained Per- 
miſſion to eſtabliſh himſelf in Goa, or any Part in the 
Dominions of the King of Portugal, according as his 
Commerce demanded his Preſence; and this it was 
which gave him the Liberty of coming from time to 
time to Lisbon, to ſell Slaves, of which he made a great 
Traffic. Don Sebaſtian, who knew that Intereſt was 
the firſt great Mover among thoſe ſort of People, made 
him a Preſent of a large Purſe of Gold; and by that 
Proof of an extraordinary Liberality, engaged him to 
conceal them at his Houſe, till they ha time to re- 
flect how they ſhou'd proceed. : 1 
THE Few, who doubted not but he ſhou'd greatly 
advance himſelf by this Confidence, was ſincerely re- 
ſolved to do his utmoſt to ſerve him. As he had alſo 
conſiderable Dealings in Diamonds and Pearls, as well 
as Slaves, he had frequent Acceſs to the Vice-Roy, the 
Princeſs of Achon, and all the other great Peaſons re- 
ſiding at Goa; and Suza knowing this, charged him 
with the firſt Commiſſion, to find out. what had paſſed 
at the Palace ſince the Arrival of the Vice-Queen, and 
in what manner ſhe was treated by her Husband. But 
it was little neceſſary to go out for an Information of 
that kind; the Conduct of the Vice-Roy was too well 
known in that Particular, to be a Secret to thoſe who 
troubled themſelves leaſt with enquiring into m_ was 
| | 1 5 oing 


0297) * Jl 
doing in the World; and, on Don Sebaſtian's mention- 
ing it, the other immediately related to him the Re- 
ception he had given her, the ſtrait 2 in which 
ſhe lived, the Cruelty of driving from her Leonora, and 
the abſolute Power the Princeſs of Achon had over the 
Actions of the Vice-Roy, | : 
SCARCE cou'd Sebaſtian contain his Rage at this 
Diſcourſe, but having reſolved to do nothing which 
might violate the Promiſe he had made his Mother, or 
riſque the LoſF of Elvira for ever; he ſummoned all 
his Patience to his Aid, and demanded of the Few, if 
there was not a Poſſibility. of ſpeaking to Leonora. No- 
thing can be more eaſy, reply'd he; for when ſhe was 
baniſhed from her Miſtreſs, ſhe addreſſed herſelf to 
me for a Lodging, and having no Conveniencies my- 
ſelf at that time, I placed her in the Houſe of an Ac- 
quaintance, one who is originally a Portugueſe, but has 
been ſettled a long time at Goa, There needed no more 
for Don Sebaſtian to entreat he wou'd bring her to his 
Houſe at Night; which the other aſſuring him he 
wou'd do, he went directly to her, and telling her he 


ne pages, of Importance to communicate to her, 
wh | 


h it was not proper to ſpeak, but in his own Houſe, 
deſired ſhe wou'd not fail coming at a certain Hour ap- 
pointed by him. ot ET... 

LEONORA, who was not of an Age to fear thoſe 
Accidents to which Youth is -liable, and had alſo re- 
ceived many Obligations from the Few, ſince ſhe had 
left her Miſtreſs, made no Difficulty of aſſuring him ſhe 
wou'd be there. \ 

THE Hour being arrived, ſhe kept her Promiſe, 


and was no ſooner entered, than the Feay conducted her 


to the Apartment of Don Sebaſtian; who no ſooner per- 
ceived her, than he ran to her, caught herin his Arms, 
and embraced her with a Vehemence, which gave her 
Suſpicions very different from the Truth ; but having 
lifted up her Vail, with a deſign to undeceive a Perſon 
who ſhe imagined miſtook her for ſome other and youn- 
ger Perſon, ſhe no ſooner caft her Eyes on him, than 
ſhe returned his Carefles with Uſury ; and burſting in- 
to Tears of Joy and Aﬀoniſhment, My Lord, ſaid =P 


RT. 
by what Miracle has Heaven ſent me a Conſolation fo 
little expected? Alas ! dear Leonora, reply'd Suza, I 
am not in a Condition to give you any, and come but 
to demand it of you. Leonora, to whom theſe Words 
brought all the Misfortunes of Elvira freſh to mind, 
cou'd make no other Anſwer than Tears; but recol- 
lecting the Freedom ſhe had uſed to him before the 
Few, ſhe withdrew from his Arms, and reſuming a 
Countenance more reſpectful, Pardon me, my Lord, 
ſaid the, if the Exceſs. of my Surpize und Joy made 
me forget the Diſtance I ought to obſerve toward you; 
but my Age, my Zeal, and your Goodneſs, I hope, 
will authorize the Liberty I have taken, Don Sebaſtian 
deſired ſhe wou'd not change her manner of Behaviour, 
and told her, that he regarded her as the Mother of all 
that was dear to him in the World. 
THIS Diſcourſe, mingled with Joy, with Grief, 
and with Reſpect, made the . perceive, . than Don 
Sebaſtian had a lively Intereſt in every thing that con- 
cerned the Vice-Queen, and that he had indeed very 
powerful Reaſons for keeping himſelf concealed; in 
this Thought, he withdrew, not to conſtrain them by 
his Preſence. When Leonora ſaw him go out, ſhe de- 
manded of Don Sebaftian, what had brought bim into 
a Place where he had every thing to fear Goo the Ma- 
lice and Power of his Rival, n 
THEN this faithful Lover of Elvira made her a ſe - th 
cret Recital of the Apprehenſions which had tormented 90 
him for the Fate of that dear Object; and told her, ; 
that his Deſign was to inſinuate himſelf in ſome Diſ- b. 
guiſe to the Family of Lama, in hope thereby, be t 
might be ſerviceable to Elvira. Leonora approved of ly 
one part of his Intention, but diſſuaded him from going It 
into the Family of the Vice-Roy, It is not in his Pa- 0 
lace, ſaid ſhe, that you can be any way uſeful to his fo 
Wife, you wou'd there know little of her Affairs, and © 
be every hour expoſed to the Danger of being known; © tic 
and ſince you have no other Motive than the Protection © en 
ol the Vice-Queen, in caſe any thing farther ſhou'd be 
attempted againſt her; my Advice is, that you get 14 
yourſelf introduced to the Service of the Princeſs of I fi 


Achon, It is in her Apartment, that all Reſolutions 
| are 
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things are executed. All the Slaves that attend on E- 
vira, come to her every Day, and give an account of 
the ſmalleſt of her Actions, and receive the Commands 
of that Princeſs in what manner they ſhall treat her 
the inconſiderate Lama neither thinks, nor acts 
but according to her Will. The Few 1/aac, with whom 


you are, I believe can do you Service on this occaſion ; 


he is well acquainted with the Princeſs ; ſhe frequent- 
ly truſts him with the moſt ſecret Commiſſions ; and 


as you are not known by any of her People, can run 


no great riſque in being there. You may alſo be in- 
formed of every thing concerning the Vice-Queen, by 
making Friendſhips with the Slaves that ſerve her ; and 
who are continually going and coming from one Apart- 
ment to the other. But above all things, I wou'd have 
you gain, if poſſible, the Truſt of a young Woman, 
called Thamar, who is the Chief of thoſe placed about 
the Vice- Queen, and a great Favourite of the Princeſs. 


I know not alſo, added Leonora, what to think of it; 
but J have of late met this Slave, and ſhe has always 


made Signs to me, as tho' ſhe had ſomething to com- 
municate ; but I have hitherto nut dared to take any 
notice of them, fearing ſome Treachery ; however, if 
ſhe reiterates them, I am reſolved to accoft her on the 
firſt Opportunity that offers. 

D ON Sebaſtian found Leonora's Argument ſo good, 
that, perſuaded alſo by Alvarez, who trembled for his 


going into Lama's Palace, he heſitated not if he ſhou'd 
proceed according to her Counſel. Nothing now was 
wanting, but the means of introducing him to Xerina ; 


to obtain which, he judged it proper to confide entire- 
ly in the Few, and 4/varez having made him come in, 
It wou'd be fruitleſs, ſaid Don Sebaſtian, to go about 


to conceal from you that I have powerful Reaſons to in- 
form myſelf, as much as poſſible, of the Amours of 


the Vice-Roy and the Princeſs of Achon; all the Queſ- 
tions I have already asked you, have already ſuffici- 


ently informed you how deeply I am interefted ; bur 


to be better inſtructed in them, and without Hazard, I 
have recourſe to your Induſtry, to procure me Admiſ- 
ſion to the Service of that Princeſs, and to recommend 

|  : „ me 
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6 
me as a Man who may be neceſſary to her in many 
things; but I wou'd be ſo diſguiſed, as to render it! 
impoſſible for any of the Portugueſe, who have ſeen me 5 
in Lisbon, to know me again. If, continued he, you g 
can do me this Service, my Gratitude for it ſhall be 9 
without Bounds. The Few had already too much expe- a 
rienced the Generoſity of Suxa, to doubt the Effect of It. 
his Promiſes, and having aſſured him of his Diſcre- I ſe 
tion and Fidelity, he told him, that nothing was more t. 
eaſy than what he deſired : that with the Juice of a If. 
certain Herb that grew in thoſe Parts, he cou'd dye his i ac 
Skin a perfect Black, and ſo well alter his Countenance, I th 
that even Alvarez ſhou'd not believe he were his Mat- an 
ter, did he not ſee the Operation; that thus diſguiſed, ¶ co 
he wou'd preſent him to Xerina, as a Slave, whoſe ſin- I Mi 
gular Merit and uncommon Qualifications rendered wor- ſex 
thy her Acceptance. EE Es | 
D ON Sebaſtian was charmed with this Expedient, 
and the more ſo, as he cou'd ſpeak the Indian Language Il gre 
with the)ſame Eaſe as if born in the Country; becauſe bei 
being ofa Family which had a Right to pretend to the I and 
higheft Dignities, and that of the Vice-Roy of the H- Nhe 
Gies, being what he flattered himſelf with being one 
day poſſeſſed of, he had taken care in his Youth to per- I ſom 
felt himſelf in the Language, that he might be able to 
ſpeak to the Natives, and judge of thoſe things. which 
regarded them, without ſtanding in need of an Inter- 
reter. : : 22 5 
HE wou'd not defer making Trial of this Herb, of 
which the ũ gave ſuch Praiſes. Every body knows 
that the Indies abound in it, and that the Juice incor- 
porates itſelf ſo perfectly into the Skin, that it quite 
takes away the natural Colour. The Merchants who 
deal in Slaves, often deceive their Cuſtomers, by dy- 
ing their Negroes ; thoſe who are theyblackeſt, being 
reckoned the moſt beautiful. All that diſquieted Leo- i 
nora was, that it wou'd not be eaſy to reſtore Don Se- 
baſtian to his natural Colour; but the Few having al- 
Jured ler, that he had a Water which wou'd take the 
whole Tincture off whenever he pleaſed, ſhe had no- 
thing to object in oppoſition 0 ſo great a Diſguiſe. 
i = z 
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18S AA Cwent that moment in ſearch of the Herb, and 
having preſſed out the Juice, he rubb d it all over Don 
1bafiian, who, from che moſt lovely of all g P- 
queſe, became preſently the molt pętfect of all the Ne- 
groes. The Metamophoſis was ſo great, our ory 
and Alvarex loſt all their Fears of his _ known; anc 
this faithful Domeſtick, who cou'd not endure to be 
ſeparated from his Maſter, wou'd have the ſame Ope- 
ration practiſed on himſelf, that he might be in a ſtate 
ht to accompany him in every thing. There was now 
zothing remaining but to preſent them to Arina, which 
the Fexy promiſed to do the next Day, Don Sebafian 
and Leonora agreed to render each other an exact Ac 
count of all they cou'd learn, and that their Place of 
Meeting ſhou'd be at the Feav's ; after which, they 
ſeparated till the next Day, when Leonora was to come 
8 | | | 
7 H O' all theſe Projects cou d not promiſe any ver 
great Adventures, yet Don Sebaſtian was ſo pleaſed wit 
being in the ſame City with E/vira, to be near her, 
and to be able to hear News of her every Hour, that 
he loft all Remembrance of the dreadful Obſtacle Fate 
had put to his Felicity, and began to flatter himſelf that 
ſomething, tho' what, he could not gueſs, wou'd hap- 
pen to crown his utmoſt Wiſhes in the Ed.. 

A true Affection is eaſily alarmed, and as eaſily flat- 
tered, the leaſt thing throws the Mind that habours it 
into Deſpair, and the leaſt thing ſerves to tranfport and 
elevate it; and as it often indulges the moſt cruel Tor- 
ments, ſo it adds the ſweeteſt Extaſtes to the moſt in- 
lonificant Pleaſures: Sua, in the Reflection that all 
he undertook had Elvira for the Object, that his In- 
mietudes, his Voyage, his Diſguiſe, were all for her 
fake, took a Delight in them, as if each of theſe thin 
ſured him of her Poſſeſſion, It is not to be wondere 
t, therefore, that thoſe Steps which, in the Eyes of 
thers, ſeemed inſignificant, appeared to him the moſt 
ſeful and neceſſary that cou d be, Leonora thought 
nuch in the ſame manner with him, and ſaw nothing 
0 fear for Elvira, ſince Don Sebaſtian was at Goa: his 
reſence had given her a Tranquility ſhe had never en- 
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| pred fince her Separation ſrom her Miſtreſs 3 and the 
thought of nothing now but the means of entertaining 
Thamar, and knowing the Motive of the Advances that 
oung Slave had made to her. This amiable Maid, who 
ew the Confidence the Vice-Queen had in her Nurſe, 
thought it wou'd be ſome little Confolation to the 111s 
The labored under, to hear News of that favourite Do- 
meſtick, and, at the ſame time, om the Sincerity of 
Her own Attachment to that unhappy Lady : It was 
with this Intention, that having met her the next Day, 
after the Converſation ſhe had with Elvira about the 
Letter, ſhe had made Signs to her, and which ſhe con- 
tinued to do, as often as Fortune threw her in her way: 
but the Indifference which Leonora teſtified, joined 
with the Diſdain with which Lama received the Letter 
from his Wife, put her in ſo ill a Humour, that the 
Vice-Queen, who heedfully examined all her Actions, 
cou'd not but perceive it. i 
THIS beautiful Lady, who had known too many 
Sorrows to be able to put an agreeable Face on things 
relating to her own Fate, imagined the Diſcontent of a 
Thamar proceeded” from the little ſhe could find to ac · fi 
cuſe her of to her Husband or the Princeſs of Achon, ti 
and grew now more than ever reſerved to her. Thamar (+ 
> had a penetrating Wit, and a Mind not eaſily deceived; or 
me ſaw into the Vice- Queen's Suſpicions, but regret-M pl 
ted them only ſo far as to clear herſelf, if by any way rit 
me cou'd do it. She, therefore, reſolved to ſpeak to 
Teonora; and the next Morning, which was on that 
Don Sebaſtian and Alvarex were preſented to Xerina, as 
the went to the Apartment of that Princeſs, was mu 
ſing on the Means ſhe ſhou'd make uſe of, to oblige 
the Nurſe to regard her more than ſhe had hithertc 
done. | | . 
AS Leonora now Wiſhed nothing more than to en 
counter her, ſhe went early in the Morning, wrapt uf 
in her Veil, to wait the Hour of Thamar's going, ac 
cording to her Cuſtom, to the Princeſs of Achon. Th 
both of them equally impatient of entertaining eact 
other, were not long e er they met; and reciprocal! 
advancing, ftood when they approached” more near 
_ axaminjny, as it were, each ot er, without ſpeaking 
82 | 5 Le 
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ſhe Leonora was the firſt that broke Silence; I have taken 
ung notice, ſaid ſhe, that you ſeveral times have teſtify d 
that a Deſire to ſpeak to me I either greatly deceive 
who myſelf, or you think I may be uſeful in ſomething. 
rſe, ves, Leonora, ſaid Thamar, without any heſitation, you 
Ils are extremely neceſſary to me, to prove to the Vice- 
Do- Queen that I am not more devoted to her than yourſelf: 
y of W I love her Perſon, I pity her Misfortunes, I admire her 
was Virtue ; I ſerve Xerina, but with Regret ; I ſee her A- 
ay, mours with Horror, and how dangerous ſoever it _ 
the be to me to indulge theſe Sentiments, I cannot think 
don- I hazard any think in revealing them to you, whoſe 
ay: own Intereſt it is to conceal them: I won'd ſerve Ei- 
ned era in every thing in my Power ; but how can I do 
tter ir, while ſhe keeps me in Ignorance of every thing 
the W that paſſes in her Heart? And how can I be informed, 
ons, | when ſhe puts no Confidence in my Words? "Tis your 
part then, prudent Leonora, to convince her of my Zeal ; 
let me give her, at leaft, the Conſolation of hearing 
from you, under your own Hand — ic to her, : 
and ſuffer me to deliver to her your Letter, you ſhall 
find I wilt bring you her Anſwer with the utmoſt Punc- 
tuality ; and this may aſſure both the one and the o- 
ther of you, how much you may depend on the Inte- 
grity of the Slave Thamar. You are very preſſing, re- 
ret · ¶ ply'd Leonora, but whether you are ſincere or not, I 
riſque nothing in agreeing to your Demand; ſince it 
is natural for me to make known to her whom 1 have 
nurſed, the Grief I am in to be ſeparated from her, nor 
can they do any thing more to me than they have al- 
ready done: bur if I write, continued ſhe, where ſhalk 
I find. you to give you my Letter? 
THAMAR. pauſed a little before ſhe anſwered, and 
then looking on her with an Air of Satisfaction, at the 
Expedient ſhe had found, Go, faid ſhe, and enquire 
for a certain % named Iſaac, no Man is more known 
at Goa, give him your Letters, I will take care to pre- 
pare him for receiving any thing ſhall be left for me; 
and it will be a way the moſt ſafe and ſecret we can 
take. Adieu, continued ſhe, a long Converſation may 
render us ſuſpected; depend upon me, With theſe Words 
Vo I. IV. | | | D TN ſhe 


„ To 
ſhe turned away, and left Leonora thoroughly perſuaded 
of her Fidelity, and charmed that it was the Few Iſaac 
ſhe had pitched upon for the Confidant of this innocent 
| Correſpondence; as ſhe knew he was not then at home, 
| The returned to her own Lodging, to write to Donna 
Elxira, that ſhe migh* carry the Letter with her when 
he ſhould come back from preſenting the pretended 
Slaves to the Princeſs of Ac hon. 5 Cy 
THAMAR went directly to the Palace, where ſhe 

found Iſaac with Don Sebaſtian and Alvarez, attending 
her coming, in order to introduce them to Xerina; this 
amiable Maid cou'd not behold the ſuppoſed Negroes 
without Admiration, and having examined them with 
the utmoſt Attention, Thoſe are two beautiful Moors, 
ſaid ſhe to the Few, in a low Voice, how long have 
you had them, and to what end have — brought them 
hither ? 1/aac, who was willing to begin by gaining 

bamar, reply d to her with an Air of Confidence, They 
are yet more perfect than you think them, beautiful 
Thamar ; they play admirably on all ſorts of Inſtruments, 
and the youngeſt of them has a ſingular Art in making 
Sherbet and 0 : as I knew the Delicacy of the 
Princeſs in theſe things, I came with a Deſign to en- 
treat her Acceptance of them, , demanding no other Re- 


compence for the Preſent I make her of them, than 


that ſhe will uſe her eſt with the Vice-Roy, for 
my Protection in the Commerce I ſhall make at Ceca. 
You ask very little, ſaid ſhe, ſmiling, ſor ſo extraor- 
dinary a Gift, and I believe you have no occaſion for 


my Recommendation in this Affair, the Air of your 


Slaves ſpeaks for them ; but if you have any need of 
me at any time, you muſt do me a piece of Service, 
which I will take care to requite : I have a Correſpon- 


dence with a Perſon, which I wou'd have remain a 


Secret : I have, therefore, ordered Letters to be left 
for me at your Houſe, oblige me to take care of them, 
as alſo of any I ſhall leave with you, till called for : 
you are enough accuſtomed to thefe fort of Employ- 
ments, not to think it ſtrange a Perſon of my Age ſhou'd 
have ſome Adventures which it is proper to conceal. 


Iſaac aſſured her of his Diligence, and thought this 


Re- 
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Requeſt a r for the two feigned Slaves, as his 
complying with it wou'd aſſure them of good Treat- 
ment from her. He had no ſooner ſworn to perform, 
with the utmoſt Integrity, what ſhe deſired, than the 
Princeſs's Door opened, and Thamar went in alone; and 
after having feaſted her Malice and Cruelty with the 
pretended Perſecutions ſhe gave Elvira, ſhe told her of 
the Preſent Iſaac was waiting to make her Highneſs, 
"THIS cruel Princeſs, who was for turning ever 
thing to the Satisfaction of her Love and Jealouſy, 
en ently imagined theſe new Slaves might be uſeful to 
er Deſigns, and commanded they ſhou'd be brought in. 
She waited not for the Few to give her a Detail of 
their good Qualities; their Beauty, fine Shape, and 
that Air of Grandeur and- — which ſparkled in 
Sebaſtian's Eyes, pleaſed her in ſuch ſort, that ſhe ap- 
propriated them, before Iſaac had time to offer them, 
However, he made his Compliment, and Xerina having 
thanked him, ordered them to remain in her Service, 
' THUS was Don Sebaſtian in the Palace of the Prin- 
ceſs of Achon; and the Bufineſs appointed. for him, 
was chiefly to make Chocolate and Sherbet. Jaac took 
his Leave of them, having given what Inſtructions 
he thought were neceſſary for the gaining amar. 
But theſe Leſſons were altogether needleſs, a Maſter. 
more learned than he, had already. inſpired: Alparez.- 
with the Deſire and Art of pleaſing that beautifulSlave, 
the firſt Moment he beheld her, his Heart became en- 
tierly devoted to her, and Love, which has the ſame effect 
on infeciour Perſons as on the Great, made him feel, 
forher, the Ardency of the ſame Fires with which. 
his Maſter burned for the incomparable Elvira; and, 
by the invincible Effects of Sympathy, Tamar had. 
alfo for him Sentiments nor very different from his, 
tho Modeſty and Prudence made her reſtrain them 
from arriving at too high a pitch, till ſhe ſhou'd be 
more acquainted how worthy: he was of them; beſides, 
in ſpite of all the Attractions ſhe found in him, his Co- 
lour was a little ſhocking to her Thoughts; however, 


the force ofgher Deſtiny overbore this natural Averſion. 
Don Sebaſtidl behaved to her with the 3 Com- 
favour him ſa. 


phaiſance, and entreated her ſhe wou d 
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far, as to inform him what things, in his Cs 


from, would be moſt agreeable to the Princeſs ; ſhe pro- 


miſed him to do ſo, but quitting him as ſoon as poſſible, 
The returned to the Apartment of the Vice-Queen, 
where, after ſhe had told her the Converſation ſhe 
had held with Leonora, and that ſhe had ſettled a Cor- 
reſpondence, ſo as they might hear News of each other 
every day; See, Madam, ſaid ſhe, the Meaſures I take to 
prove my ſelf worthy of your Confidence; and if I cou'd 
do much more, tho'/at the the hazard of my Life, for 
the Eaſe of yours, I/won'd, with the ſame Readineſs, 
undertake it. EET, 2 
DONNA Elvira now no longer ſtruggled with the 
Inclination ſhe had to believe her; and the next day 


having received the Letter from Leonora, and given 


Ibamar another in anſwer to it, heſitated not if ſhe 
Mou'd confeſs to her that ſhe was as ſenſible as ſhe 
cou'd wifh of her Zeal and Sincerity; and began to 
take for her ſo tender a Friendſhip, that ſhe permitted 
her to read the Contents of all the Letters that hence- 
forth paſſed between her and her Nurſe, and, at laſt, 
. Eruſted her with the full Recital of her Life and Misfor- 
tunes. The tender-hearted Thamay cou'd not hear her, 
without burſting into a Torrent of Tears; and this Com- 
Paſſion rendered her ſo dear to the Vice-Queen, that 
[The never after made any ſcruple of revealing to her the 
moſt ſecret Thoughts and Wiſhes of her-Soul, : 
THIS amiable Slave, who earneſtly deſired to be- 
come a Chriſtian, and doubted not, but when the News 
of Elvira's ill Treatment ſhould reach Lisbon, her Fami- 
Iy wou'd uſe their utmoſt Efforts to deliver her from 
that dreadful ſtate, entreated her Promiſe, that ſhe 
might be permitted to follow her, if ever ſhe quitted 
Goa, Donna Elvirs was highly charmed with the pi- 
ous Diſpoſition of the Maid, and affured her, that if 
Heaven was pleaſed to ſend her once more to Portugal, 
| the would not go without her; tho', ſaid ſhe, I ſee as 
yet no reaſon to hope there ever will be an end of my 
Misfortunes. x | * | 
_ _* LBONORAM wiit every day to the Vice Uueen, and 
received her Anſwers exactly by the Fey; but as Don 
Sebaſtian had expreſsly forbid any mention of him, ſhe 
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obeyed his Orders, well knowing the Nicety of Elvi- 


ra's Virtue, and that ſhe wou'd rather chuſe to ſuffer e- 
very thing from the Cruelty of her Enemies, than be 


relieved by a Man who was known-to have loved her, 


and whom the till in ſecret cou'd not help loving. 
THE two new Slaves were, in a ſhort time, fo much 
beloved by all the Domeſticks of Xerina, that every one 


ſeemed to vye with the others, which ſhou'd moſt teſ- | 


tify their Complaiſance and Eſteem of them. Thamar, 
who had frequent Occaſions of entertaining them, cou'd. 
not look on Don Sebaſtian, without being inſpired with 
the greateſt Reſpect for him; and indeed there was 
ſomething ſo truly noble in every thing he ſaid or did, 
that none cou'd approach him, without ſome degree of 
Awe and Reverence; this made the amiable Slave more 
reſerved before him, than with Alvarex, who, by a Man- 
ner of Behaviour altogether gay and gallant, pave eve- 
ry one leave to be familiar with him. As ſhe thought 
on nothing but ſoftening the Captivity of Donna Elvira, 
by all the little ways ſhe cou'd invent; and hearir 
Xerina continually boaſting of the Excellence of the 
Chocolate made by Don Sebaſtian, ſhe had a great Defire 
to have ſome of the ſame fort for her fair Priſoner; to 
this end one Day, when ſhe was alone with Alvarez, 
Your Companion, ſaid ſhe to him, with a Smile, has ſo 
much the Air of Majefty about him, that I cannot take 
the liberty of ſpeaking to him in the manner I would; 
therefore, I addreſs my ſelf to you, to entreat him to 
make me ſome of that exquiſite taſted Chocolate, with 
which the Princeſs is fo much charmed; I would regale 
ſome of my friends privately with it, in the Apartment 
of the Vice-Queen, where I am obliged to be. You 


have no need of an Interceſſor, reply d he, beautiful 
Thamar, to my Companion, to influence him, to render 
you any Service in his power; I dare anſwer he will do 


what you deſire, with more pleaſure than you can ima- 


gine. But, continued he, have you 1 to com- 


mand me? Do you believe 1 ſhou'd be leſs faithful to 


you than the Few Iſaac? Thamar was extremely ſurprize 


at theſe Words; How, cry'd ſhe, has Iſaac then betray- 
ed me! No, Thamar, reply'd Alvarez, haſtily; and ſince 
my Tongue mult reveal a Secret, which I had — 
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rather you had diſcovered in my Eyes, know that I a- 
dore you, that I could not ſee you without loving you, 
nor love you without being jealous I have per- 
ceived, that the Feau-has given you Letters and 
cou'd not reſtrain diſcovering to him my Suſpicions : as 
he dare _ on my Fidelity, he reveal'd to me the 
Myſtery of that Intrigue. I am no leſs inclined to da 
ou ſervice in this Particular than he is; and Leonora 
herſelf will inform you, that you may put an entire 
Confidence in me and my fellow-Slave. You have taken 
an expedient, re - amar, to reveal your Paſſion, 
which will not ſutfer me to teſtify my Reſentment — 
'T will wait for your anſwer, till I am aſſured that I 
have nothing to fear. With theſe Words ſhe quitted 
him, and ran to inform Elvira, that Leonora had a Cor- 
- reſpondence with the two new Slaves of Xerina;. and 
Alvarez went to render an Account to Sebaſtian of what 


he had done, „ Ree 
THINGS were in this ſtate, when the Princeſs of If 
Achon took, as I have told you, a Reſolution to make I (: 
Elvira periſh, and oblige the Vice-Roy to hazard eve- fo 
ry thing for her Satisfaction. Some days before he had by 
agreed to her dreadful Purpoſes, Leonora, by the con- Ion 
ſent of Don Sebaſtian, had wrote to Donna Elvira, th. 
that the e was entirely in her Intereſt, and had placed Ilir 
two Negro Slaves with the Princeſs of Achan, for no o- Ic 
ther reaſon, than to ſecond the good Intentions of Tha- Ine 
mar, and that ſhe might ſafely confide both in him and I. 
them. This lovely Slave having perceived that the In- al 
diſpoſition of. Xerina was counterfeit, ſuſpected that Iz, 
it was on ſome extraordinary Occaſion, ſhe teſtified the 
Fears ſhe was in to Avarex, and that obliged Suza ta 
be more aſſiduous than ever about the Princeſs ; hoping 
by that means, to gain her Confidence, or, at lealf, to 
penetrate into her Deſigns. He appeared ſo zealous in 
every thing he did, that X2rina preſently caſt her Eyes 
on him for the Execution of her cruel Intent; and it 
being concluded between her and Lama, to make uſe of 
Poiſon, for the Period of Elvira's days, ſhe thought it 
cou'd not be m_ her a better way than in Chocolate, 
which ſhe drank every Morning; and in caſe there 
ſuou'd be any Suſpicion on the manner of her Death, \ 
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you'd be no more to appeaſe the People, than to ſacri- 


fice the black Slave, as the ſole Plotter of the horrid, 
Deed, being the only Perſon in the Palace who made. 
that Liquor, Prudence does not always accompany guilty 
Actions; it often happens, that Providence throws a 
Miſt over the underſtandings of thoſe who are about to 
commit them; which hinders them from taking thoſe 
Methods, which can render their Deſigns ſucceſsful. 
XERINA, impatient for the Death of her Rival, 

gave herſelf not time for Reflection, and, full of the I- 
dea of the Happineſs ſhe ſhould poſſeſs when Elvira 


was no more, made $#24 be called into her Cloſet; 


where being alone with him, Zelim, ſaid ſhe, for that 
was the Name which he aſſumed, the Affection and 
Zeal for me, which J have obſerved in your Behaviour, 


has attracted my Confidence — I ſhall not fail 


to make your Fortune, if you render your ſelf worthy 
of it, by an entire Submiſhon to my Will —— But 
ſmear to obey me, continued ſhe, before I explain my- 
ſelf any farther. Sura, whom this Diſcourſe prepared 
for the moft dreadfyl things, fell rpon his Knees, and 
by an Oath the moſt ſacred among thoſe of the Regi: 


Ion of which he appeared to be, promiſed to ſerve her at 


the hazard of his Life : then Xerina, with Eyes ſpark- 
ling with Joy, Take, ſaid the, this little Gold Box, it 


contains a Powder, which you muſt mix to-morrow 


morning in Chocolate, and carry it yourſelf, where 

Hamar ſhall have Orders to conduct you, But, above 
all, L charge you to ſee it taken by her to whom I ſend 

ou —— be 1 as to the Orders I give you, and de- 
pend on any Recompence you can ask. 


SUZ A, whom Alvarez had- told what amar had | 


defired of him, not doubted but ſhe was in the Plot 
vith Xerina, and that it was to the Vice-Queen the fa- 
tal Doſe was to be given. But he heſitated not to accept 
the horrible Commiſſion, that he might be in a — 
lon to hinder the Effects of it; and having reiterated 
his Oaths to the Princeſs of Achon, that ſhe might be 
aſſured of his Sincerity, he took the Box, and left her 


in full Hope and Expedctation of her Rival's Death; he 


had no ſooner quitted her, than he went to the Houſe 
f the Few, where he immediately ſent for Leonora, 
1 | | | and 
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and having recounted to her all that paſſed between him 
and the Princeſs of Achon, he defired her to loſe no 
time in advertiſing the Queen of the Danger that threat- 

ened her, and to entreat her to take no Chocolate that 

: Thamay ſhould cauſe to be given her by the new Slave 

of Xerina, of whom ſhe had told her, Leonora was ready 
do die with apprehenſion, but executed the Order given 
her by Don Sebaſtian, bleſſing a thouſand times, the 
Hour in which he came to Goa. Tſaac charged himſelf 
with the Delivery of this Letter to Thamar, as ordinary 
without diſcovering any thing of the Conſpiracy ; he 
found her juſt as ſhe was entring the Apartment of Xe- 
rina, ſo was obliged to attend till ſhe came out again, 
When the Princeſs ſaw her enter, not able to diſſemble 
the Exceſs of her Satisfaction, ſhe roſe up, and tender- 
Iy embracing her, My dear Thamar, ſaid ſhe, thy Prin- 
ceſs, to-morrow, - will be as happy as the World can 
make her. Then ſhe commanded her to introduce Ze- 
lim into the Chamber of Elvira, at the Hour in which 
| the uſually took her morning's Repaſt. Theſe Words 

filled Thamar with Surprize and Terror; and as Xerina 
explained herſelf no firther, ſhe imagined that Zelin 
knew not the Conſequence of his Commiſſion. To pre- 
vent this terrible Blow, ſhe pretended a joy equa} to 
that of the Princeſs; but had no ſooner quitted her, 
than finding T/aac, who waited for her with Impati- 
ence, Jaac, ſaid ſhe, with a Countenance which ex- 
preſſed the inward Concern of her Mind, tell Zelim, 
that I muſt ſpeak with him at your Houſe, where I will 
meet with him in a few minutes. In ſpeaking theſe 
Words, ſhe took from him the Letter of Leonora, and 
went haſtily away, without attending his wy 6 

SHE was indeed at the Houſe of Iſaac before he 
returned himſelf, and finding Don Sebaſtian and Leono- 
ra was there, and by their profound melancholy teſti- 
fied no leſs violent Agitations than thoſe with which 
herſelf was afflicted, made her ſtand fome moments at 

the Door contemplating them. But the mortal Grief 
| which appeared in the Conntenance of the pretended 
Zelim, (urprized her in ſuch a manner, that wou'd ſhe 
have moved from the place ſhe was, ſhe cou'd not im- 

mediately have done it. $424 was reclined on a _ 
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Head leaning on one of his hands, while the other held 
a little Picture, on which he attempted to gaze; but 


the Tears fell from his Eyes, in ſuch abundance, that | 


he had not the power: Leonora was ſeated oppoſite to 
him in a reſpectful manner, holding a Hankerchief to 
her Eyes: a thouſand confuſed Ideas ran in a moment 
through the Mind of Thamar, in beholding this Spec- 


tacle ; the more ſhe examined Zelim, the leſs ſhe found 


in him the Air of a Slave; the Regularity of his Fea- 
tures, which had nothing in them of that Harſhneſs 
common to the Negroes, had often aftoniſhed her, as 


well as thoſe of Alvarez; but at this time ſhe was more 


ſtruck than ever, having time to regard him, without 
being obſerved by him; an obſcure Imagination of 
the 'Truth came into her head, and as ſhe was extreme- 
ly lively and ſpirituous, this Idea occaſioned an extra- 


ordinary and involuntary Movement of her Poſture, 


which rouzed Don Sebaſtian, from his Reſvery, and lift- 


ing up his Eyes, he perceived in her all the Marks of | 
the moſt wild aſtoniſhment, : 


H E roſe immediately, as did alſo Leonora, and advan- 
cing toward her, beautiful Thamar, ſaid he, what Af- 
fair has brought you hither ? and why did not Iſaac in- 
form us of your Coming ? I am arrived before him, an- 
fwered ſhe, and I come to know of you the Reaſon that 
Xerina will have you preſent Chocolate to-morrow to 
the Vice-Queen, and what Orders ſhe has given you; 
to the end, we may take Meaſures to prevent a Misfor- 
tune which I doubt is intended, and which I believe 
you are ignorant of. | 


ra is no leſs dear to you than it is to me —— diſguiſe 
nothing from me; that illuftrious unfortunate has given 
me the Hiftory of all her Sorrows, and I cannot help 
fuſpecting there is in this place a Man who deſerves more 
of her Affection than her cruel Husband — If it be 


ſo, let us join altogether for her Preſeryation, and above 


all be ſure you preſent nothing to Elvira, that you re- 
ceive from the Lo of Xerina. In fine, added ſhe, if 
you are not Don Sebaſtian de Suza under that borrowed 
Figure, as the Nobleneſs I have remarked in you makes 
me believe you are, aſſume, if poſſible, his I 

88 | his 


But, continued ſhe, I am 
much deceived myſelf, or the Life of the injured Elui- 
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his Love, his Generoſity to deliver frox this ſevere 
Treatment, the moſt perfect and moſt unhappy Perſon 
upon Earth. . „ 5 
THESE Words pronounced with an openneſs and 
Spirit which Diſſimulation rarely wears, reſtored Tha- 
mar to the good Opinion of Sebaſtian, and judging it 
ill Policy to conceal any — from a Woman ſo neceſ- 
ſary to his Defigns, he confeſſed that her Penetration 
was juſt, and that he was really that unfortunate I. over 
of Elvira ſhe had imagined; and then proceeded to ac- 
quaint her with all the Converſation he had with the 
Princeſs of Achon, the Powder ſhe had given him, and 
the manner in which ſhe had ordered him to uſe it, Leo- 
nora alſo told her of the Letter ſhe had wrote to the 
Vice-Queen, to entreat ſhe wou'd take nothing from 
her hand; on which Thamar, who had not yet delive- 


red it, pulled it out of her Boſom, and returning it, 


defired ſhe would change the Expreſſion, fince there 
was no perſon in the World more ſincere to her than 
herſelf, Leonora excuſed her Suſpicion for the Ap- 
pearances there wete for it, and afterward they conf- 
ted what was beſt to be done in this Affair: it was at 
laſt agreed, that Don Sebaſtian ſhou'd execute the Or- 
ders of Xerina, ſo far as to give empoiſoned Chocolate 
to the hand of Elvira, not only that by that means he 
wou'd have the Satisfaction of ſeeing her, but alſo that 
when proof was made of the Poiſon, they conceived 
there was no farrher Meaſures to be taken with Lama, 
but to demand Juſtice of the Court, for the Treatment 
he had given his Wife. But both Sebaftian and Leo- 
nora warned Thamar not to give the leaſt Hint that 
ſhe received theſe Services from the Perſon ſhe did, or 
that Zelins was any other than he ſcemed. This ami- 
able Slave aſſured them, ſhe wou'd act in every thing 
as they would have her; and after being perfectly in- 
ſtructed in What each of them had to do, they ſeparat- 

ed for that Time. x 5 5 | 
 THAMAR, charmed to find the Man for whom 
her Heart in ſecret declared itſelf, was a Chriſtian, and 
that faithful Alvarez, of whom ſhe had heard Elvira 
ſpeak in the Recital of her Adventures ; went to that 
Lady, with a mind more at eaſe than cou d be expected 
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in the Multiplicity of Accidents which employed f. 


DONNA Elvira received from her the Letter of 
Leonora, and Thamar having deſired her to read it, ſhe 
found it contained theſe Words: e £7 


 Leonora to her dear and ever-honoured 


 Mipreſs, 


« I T ſeegps as if Heaven meerly for your Preſervation 
1 had feft to Goa the new Slave of your Enemy. 
a Your precious Life, and with it all our Hopes 
had been loft, had the cruel, Princeſs made choice 
« of any other for the Execution of her Deſigns — 


Follow, Madam, the Counſels of Thamar, and of 


te the Moor Zelim.” = | 


| BLVIRA was ſo little capable of comprehending the | 
obſcure Senſe of this Letter, that ſhe was obliged to 


defire an Explanation of Thamar: ſhe then made an ex- 
act Recital of all that had paſſed, exaggerating the Me- 
tit of the Slave Zelim, his Zeal to ſerve her, and the 


Horror he conceived at the Tr:achery and Barbarity of 


Don Balthazar and the Princeſs of Achon: If, Madam, 


faid ſhe, finding this Project fail, that cruel Husband, 
ſhou'd proceed to any Violence againſt you, this faith- | 


ful Moor will deliver you from it, by plunging a Dag- 
ger in bis Trent "0 

DONNA Elvira cou'd not reſtrain her Tears at 
being told the Fate Don Lama had prepared for her ; 
but willing to doubt if he conſented to this Action, ſhe 
endeayoured to perſuade Thamar that Xerina was the ſole 
Contriver of it; but that beautiful Slave-wou'd not 
ſuffer her to remain in aBelief ſo favourable of her Spouſe, 
whom ſhe knew ſo little merited it from her; She talk- 


ed to her along time on that head, but all ſhe cou'd fay 


was inſufficient to make that virtuous Wife utter one re- 
proachful W ord againſt him : ſhe promiſed, however, 
to ſwallow nothing that ſhou'd be brought to her from 


| Xerina, and to make a different uſe of the Poiſon than 


what was expected by that cruel Woman, All the Re- 
mainder of this Day was ſpent ip Inquietudes and Im- 
patience by both Parties. Xerina having obſerved a 
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heavy Sadneſs hang on the Vice-Roy's Brow, wou'd not 


acquaint him that ſhe had taken the Meaſures ſhe had 


done for the Death of her Rival, fearing that ſhe had 


changed his Sentiments : neither did Don Balthazar 
once mention Elvira to her; it is Certain he now began 
to feel a little Remorſe for having permitted. ſuch an 
Action, and wou'd not remind her of it, in the Hope 
that Time might render her more mild. He found, how. 
ever, a certain Weight upon his Spirits, which at that 
time he knew not the occaſion of, and Wired to his 
-own Apartment much ſooner than he was accuſtomed, 


to leave that of Xerina; the Night afforded him no 


more Tranquility; his Slumbers were a thouſand times 
Interrupted by thoſe dread Ideas which Guilt ſeldom 
fails to raiſe in the Mind: and not able to endure: the 
violent Agitations with which he was ſeized, he quit- 


ted his Bed, and waited with Impatience for Day, with 


a Reſolution to go to the Princeſs of Achon, and engage 
her to content herſelf with the Sufferings of the Vice- 
Queen, without giving her a violent Death, _ 
DURING this Combat between Honour, Love 
and Pity, the Hour arrived in which Don Sebaſtian was 
to be introduced to the Apartment of Elvira: before 
he went, Xerina made him be called to her, and again 
Tecommended to him the punCtual Performance of what 
He had promiſed: he reiterated his Oaths, and then 
left her to go to her Rival; to whom Thamar immedi- 
ately conducted him, That beautiful Lady was yet in 
Bed. having been accuſtomed to drink her Chocolate 
before ſhe roſe ; ſhe now wou'd not ghange her Man- 
ner, to give any Suſpicion to the other Slaves. 
D ON Sebaſtian ſeeing himſelf fo near the only Ob- 
je& to which his Life was attached, was ſeized with fo 
univerſal a Trembling, that he could ſcarce ſupport 


himſelf_to approach the Bed: Elvira perceived it, and 


believing that the Commiſſion with which he was 
charged had occaſioned it, Fear nothirig,faid ſhe to him; 
and when he was come near enough for her to ſpeak low 
to him, that the other Slaves might not hear her, Whe- 
ther I live or die, continued ſhe,\I know how to defend 
you from the danger to which you expoſe yourſelf for 
my fake. 1 fear not Death; Madam anſwered he, coun- 


terfeiting a broken Portugueſe, and with a Voice whick 
the Agitations he was in, entirely changed; but I wou'd 
prevent yours, In ſpeaking this, he preſented her the 
fatal Liquor; and as every thing was before concerted 
between Thamar and the Vice-Queen, after he had 
poured it into a ſmall China Baſon, You-are he, cry'd 
the, with a loud Voice, that prepares this Liquor for 
the Princeſs of Achon; all that are about me here, I 
know, are devoted to her : whatever comes out of her 
Palace may, therefore, give me cauſe of Suſpicion, and 
I am reſolved now to be convinced whether they are 
groundleſs or not. She had no ſooner uttered theſe 
Words, than ſhe took the Baſon, and calling a little 
Dog which continually followed one of the Slaves, ſet 
it down before him. The Animal ſwallowed greedily 


the well-ſweetened Potion, and had ſcarce devoured it 


all, when his Eyes ſtarted from his Head, his Teeth. 
dropt out, and he fell dead in the preſence of all there... 
Thoſe who were Witneſſes of this Adventure, ſeemed. - 
thunder-ſtruck—— Thamar and the pretended Zelim af- 
fected the utmoſt Aſtoniſhment: Elvira alone appeared 
tranquil, and was preparing to ſpeak, when ſhe was. 
hindred by a great Noiſe in one of . wh 
ceded the Chamber in which they were; and imme 
diately the Viceroy entered, followed by a great Num- 
ber of Courtiers and Attendants: tis eaſy to judge the 
Surprize Eloira was in, but impoſſible to deſcribe to 
you the Condition of Don Lama, nor the different E- 
motions of the Perſons intereſted in this Affair. 
THE Vice-Roy, perſecuted by his. Remorſe, as I 
have already ſaid, came early to the Apartment of Xe- 
rina, to diſſuade her from proceeding to — Extremi- 
ties with Elvira ; but as that Princeſs had already diſ- 


patched Zelim on the cruel Errand, and believing no- 


thing now cou'd avert the intended Blow, ſhe no ſoon- 
er ſaw him enter, than ſhe cry'd out, with a manifeſt 
Pleaſure in her Eyes and Voice, Now, my Lord, you. 
will be only for the happy Xerina this inſtant 
delivers you from an Object equally odious to ns both 
—— Theſe Words ſtruck Horor to, the Heart of Lama, 
alrcady much changed by the Reflections of the Night; 
and not being able to make her any Reply, he flew di- 
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rectly from her like a Man abandoned by his Reaſon, 
and meeting, as he croſſed the Palace, ſome that were 
coming to attend his Leyee, cry'd out to them, Fol- 
low me, all of you, to the Apartment of the Vice- 
Queen to which he ran, and entered juſt as they 
Had made the proof of the Chocolate. 13 

- THOSE who followed him, perceived he was in 
an Agitation, which made them expect ſome great E- 
vent; but, among them all, there was not one who 
did not wiſh it might turn in favour of Elvira. When 
he came into the Chamber of Elvira, the Silence that 
_ Teigned there, the Conſternation that appeared in the 
faces of the attending Slaves, the Dog which lay a 
rightful Spectacle, extended on the Floor, near the 
Baſon, in which ſome of the Chocolate was yet remain- 
ing; all together filled him with ſo dreadful a Suſpici- 
on, that, quite overcome with it, he threw himſelf 
down on a Carpet, and cou'd utter no more than, Oh 
Heaven! what do I ſee ! and what have I done! 

ELYIR A being a little recovered from the Sur- 
Prize his unexpected Preſence had occaſioned; Pardon 
me, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, that I refuſe to ſubmit to a 
Death, which I cou'd not perſuade myſelf was the Ef- 
fect of your Command IU have preſerved my 
Life, for you alone to be the Diſpoſer of it — [ 
cannot reſolve to be the Sacrifice of the cruel Princeſs 
of Achon, but I am ready to yield to any Sentence pro- 
nounced by you————Tf my Death is neceſlary to you, 
command it this inftant. - Speak, my Lord, tho 
the fatal Draught Xerina had prepared for me has yet 
only ſeryed for the Deſtruction of that Animal, there 
ſtill remains enough to give me the Satisfaction of | 
proving how — I think it my Glory to ſubmit to] |; 


* 


. | | : 
. WHIT. E ſhe was ſpeaking in this manner, Thamar ] 
grew pale as Death, Don Sebaſtian ſtood ready to pierceſ t. 
the Heart of his hated Rival, if he durſt preſume toſſ t! 
make any Attempt on the Lite of Elvira, and all the m 
Company were filled with the utmoſt Admiration of the x 
high Virtue of that admirable Lady, and Contempt he 
for the unworthy Poſſeſſor of ſuch a Treaſure. Don jy 
| was not in a condition to obſerve theſe -—_ he 
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| Emotions * His Eyes were fixed on Elvia, ſeeming to 


. devour every Word that came out of her Mouth, | 
It was ſome time before he could make any Reply p 
but, at laſt, uſing his urmoſt Efforts to vanquiſh a a 
Grief, which, in ſpite of him, began to manifeſt itſelf _ 
in his Tears; Let all, ſaid he, but amar and the 
black Slave go out of the Room. Every body obeyed ; 
and when there was only they four, Madam, ſaid he, 
to the Vice-Queen, it wou'd be vain for me to pretend 
to juſtify myſelf nothing can excuſe my Crime, 
nor even the Remorſe it has occaſioned. I con- 
feſs, the Affronts I have offered you, have been groſs, 


and I owe you all manner of Reparations for the Of- 


fences I have been guilty of. I wiſh it was 
permitted me to revenge you on all your Enemies; but 
add to the Patience you have had in your Sufferings, 
the Generoſity to pardon a Princeſs, who will be e- 
nough puniſhed in the Loſs of her Hopes —— As I can- 
not bring my Heart to yield you up that principal Vic- 
tim, I will, however, make you a Sacrifice of her A- 
gents —— Theſe two unhappy Slaves, continued he, 
pointing to amar and Zelim, ſhall experience how 
dangerous it is to be charged with ſuch Commiſſions? 
— As for myſelf, I feel that Heaven, irritated by the 
repeated Wrongs I have done you, will not allow me 
time to repair them, and that my Death will ſhortly 
be the only Happineſs I ſhall be able to procure you, 
THESE Words touched Ekira to the Soul; a ten- 
der Compaſſion overflowed all her Reſentment, and 
looking on him with the moſt charming Sweetneſs ; 
Ah! my Lord, faid ſhe, if you conſent that I ſhall 
live, you muſt alſo reſolve to live with me. I not on- 
ly pardon Xerina, but I will never remind you of hee 
Fault. For theſe Slaves, continued ſhe, it is to them 
1am indebted for my Life; they are innocent, and all 
the Reparation I intreat is, that you would protect 
them from the Fury of the Princeſs of Achon. She then 
made a Sign to Thamar to inform the Vice Roy how 
Xerina had ſuborned Zelim. This amiable Maid obeyed 
her with the moft graceful Addreſs; and, without in- 
juring the Truth, concealed the ſecret Motives which 
had made them {ſo zealous for the Preſeryation of F- 
Vol. IV. . x vira. 
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vira. Don Lama heard her with Attention ; and when 
ſhe had done ſpeaking, Alas! Madam, ſaid he to the 
Vice-Queen, they are indeed worthy not only of Par- 
don, but of Recompence: permit them to remain in 

our Service, their Lives cannot any where be ſo ſecure 
by the Care I will take of yours. | 
WITH theſe Words, he went out of the Room; and 
Thamar diſquieted for Don Sebaſtian, whom Donna El- 
vira never {uſpedted for any thing but what he ſeemed, 
entreated her to permit him to retire to the Feww Tſaac, 
where he wou'd have nothing to fear ; ſhe conſented, 
but commanded him not to quit Goa, without her Or- 
der. Suza made no other 1 than a low Bow, 
and taking the advantage of the Confuſion which the 
whole Palace of the Vice-Roy was in, went out with- 
out any notice being taken of him, and retired to the 
Houſe of the Fea, where Alvarez and Leonora impati- 
ently waited for him, and the Iſſue of this Adventure. 
HE recounted exactly to them all the Particulars ; 
bur the fight of Elvira, and the Repentance of his Ri- 
val, had put his Mind in ſo cruel a Situation, that he 
ſcarcely — 638 any other things. 5 
LAMA had no ſooner left Elvira, than he placed 
Guards about the Princefs of Achon, under the pretence 
of defending her from the Rage of the Portugueſe, on 
being informed, that ſhe had attempted to poiſon the 
- Vice-Queen ; but, in Reality, to prevent her Fury 
from any new Aſſault on Elvira, to whom he now gave 
the liberty of the whole Palace, ordered ſhe ſhou'd 
command as abſolute Sovereign, and that ſhe ſhou'd 
take poſſeſſion of that Apartment, which ir was her 
Right to have filled ever ſince her Arrival, recalled 
Leonora ; and, in fine, did every thing that cou'd be 
expected to atteſt his Penitence and Shame for his paſt 
Behaviour. 1 | * 9 5 
THE beautiful and virtuous Vice. Queen ſeemed to 
take no other Pleaſure in her Liberty, than becauſe it 
gave her an Opportunity of being near her Husband, 
whom the very next day after this Change in her For- 
une ſhe found in bed, a violent Fever having ſucceed- 
Jed his Agitations. Donna Elvira, truly ſenſible of the 
Pains he languiſhed under, and ſhutting herſelf up 
| | | WII 


5 


(319) 

with him, never quitted his Bed-ſide one Moment all 
the time of his. Sickneſs, Lama teſtified his Gratitude 
by all the Marks of a fincere Repentance, never opening 


his Mouth but to ask her Forgiveneſs, and to entreac 


ſhe wou'd not hate him. . Theſe kind of Diſcourſes 
pierced the Heart of the beautiful Elvira, and, in ſpite 


of the Repugnance ſhe had to love him, gave her Duty 
all the Air X the moſt perfect Tenderneſs. The fourth 


Day of his Indiſpoſition, his Fever arrived to ſuch a 


beight, that his Phyſicians deſpaired of ſaving his Life; 


which Elvira no ſooner was apprized of, than ſhe burſt 


into a Torrent of unfeigned Tears, Thamar and Leonora, 


who ſeconded their dear Miſtreſs in her Aſſiduities a- 
bout him, ſhared alſo her Griefs; and Sighs and Groans 
were all the Language now to be heard among them. 
THE Vice-Roy knew by their Tears, as well as by 
what he found in bimſelf, that there was no Hope of 
his Recovery, and deſired that Leonora and Ibamar might 


draw near to be Witneſſes of what he had to ſay: they 


obeyed ; and reſuming his Diſcourſe, Madam, ſaid he 


to Elvira, with a dying Voice, and pointing to a Caſ- 


ket that ſtood near him on a Table, you will find my 


laſt Will in that; but I deſire you will not open it till 
you arrive at Lisbon, where, if you would do me a Plea- 
ſure, you ſhall promiſe me to go as ſoon as the Weather 
will permit you to make that Voyage. I commit, con- 


tinued he, the Care of this Casket to Leonora, with a 


ſtrict Charge, not to deliver it into your hands, but in 


the preſence of Don Pedro de Zuares, your Uncle; Don 


| Sebaſtian de Suza ; and thoſe others of your Friends, 


whom you can conveniently ſummon together, Then 


he ordered Leonora to take the ſaid Casket, and purſu- 
ed, in giving the Key to the Vice-Queen; Vou will 


ſee, Madam, an authentick Teſtimony of the Eſteem 1 
have for you, and the Admiration you have inſpired 
me with; I flat r my ſelf, that my laſt Moments will 
keep you from ſemembring me with Deteſtation. 
He bad perhaps ſaid more, but he found himſelf too ill, 
and ſome Moments after he loſt all Knowledge, and di- 


ed in the Arms of Elvira, who had ſtretched them out 


to embrace him. 


THEY 
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THEY immediately removed her from this diſmal 
Spectacle, and Thamar and Leonora carried her into her 
own Apartment, almoſt as diſconſolare as if ſhe had loſt 

what was moſt dear to her in the World; but, in fine, 
as ſhe had loſt in this Husband a Man who had been the 
Author of all the Misfortunes of her Life, when the firſt 
Emotions of that Pity, ſo natural to all noble Souls, was 
a little appeaſed, ſhe found Reaſons enough to mitigate 
her Griefs 7 | . BY, 
DURING the Sickneſs of Don Balthazar, the Prin- 
ceſs of Achon ceaſed not to write to him every Hour, 
entreating ſhe might be permitted to ſpeak to him, 
tho' but for a Moment. Leonora, however, and Tha- 
mar, to whom theſe Letters were delivered, ſuffered 
none of them to come to his hand ; judging it impro- 
per, as he had not ſpoke a Word that teſtified he had 
any Remembrance of her, to renew the Idea of her in 
his Mind. „%% 

I HIsS violent Princeſs, on the Change of Don Bal- 
thazar, and the News of his Death, attempted ſeveral 
times to deſtroy herſelf, and ic was not without the ut- 
moſt Care that ſhe was prevented from executing her | 
deſperate Purpoſe. Donna Elvira, informed of her Si- 
tuation, was influenced by her Generofity, ſo far as e- 
ven to ſend to conſole her, and to let her know ſhe was 
at the ſame liberty at Goa as heretofore. 525 

THIS beautiful Widow ordered the moſt magnifi- 
cent Obſequies for her Spouſe; and when diſengaged 
from the Solemnities of the firſt Mourning, began to 

think of quitting a Place which had afforded her ſo lit- 
tle Satisfaction. The Ships were now making ready to 
depart for Lisben, and ſhe was willing to go with the 
firſt that ſhou'd ſer ſail ; and, therefore, made all ne- 
ceſſary Preparations for embarking: but not having for- 

got the Service done her by the Moor Zelim, ſhe com- 
manded Thamar to have him found, and brought to her. 
This agreeable Slaye obeyed the Order with pleaſure, 
and very well knew where to find him, he being till 
at the e Iſaac's, whence he had no Thonghts of re- 
moving till he ſaw what Reſolutions Donna Elvira 
wou'd take after the Death of Don Balthazar, 
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bout to throw | himſelf at her feet, and to teſtify, 1 
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9 DURING all theſe Accidents, Leonora and Thamav 


were frequently with him, to inform him of all that 


pot. Alvarez and the fair Slave, ſeeing all things 


4 * ſo favourable for him, adviſed him to diſco- 


ver himſelf to Elvira, and to make known the amorous 
Sebaſtian under the Diſguiſe of the faithful Zelim; but 


he was better acquainted with the Nicety of Elkvira's : 
Virtue than they were, and judged, that his Preſence 


wou'd alarm her, at a JunQure ſo very delicate: he, 
therefore, made his Reſpe& triumph over his Love, 
the more to conform himſelf to the Sentiments of her 
he adored, and reſolved not to be known to her till 


they ſhou'darrive in Portugal; thinking, that perhaps 
there might be vile Tongues who might miſrepreſent her - 


Character, if they ſhou'd find ſhe had received any Ser- 


vices, during her Husband's Life, from the Man whom 


ſhe had loved before Marriage: in ſpite, therefore, of 


thoſe Emotions which Hope and Joy inſpired in him, 
he reſolved to continue in his firſt Deſigns; and when 
Tamar came to call him to her, he aſſured that Slave, 


that he wou'd not utter one Word, or do one Action, 


that ſhou'd give her room to think he was other .than 


at preſent he pretended to be, 4 | 
IN this Determination, he appeared the ſecond 


7 time before Elvira. This beautiful Lady, who had not 


till then had Leiſure to examine him, now thought ſhe 


found in him ſome Reſemblance of a Man who never 


was abſent from her Thoughts : ſhe conſidered the 
Moor as a Perſon to whom ſhe owed her Life, and that 


Reflection engaged her to look with more curious Eyes, 


if there was any thing in his outward Form, which de- 
noted ſo noble and generous a Soul; but the Diſcovery 


| ſhe made was painful to her, ſhe ſaw indeed an Air of 


Greatneſs in his Perſon, but then it was an Air which 


brought to her mind that of Don Sebaſtian ; and the 


more ſhe looked, the more ſhe was amazed and diſqui- 


eted, and Bluſhes covered her Checks, while a Flood 
of Softneſs overwhelm'd her Heart. Don Sebaſtian, all 


the time of this Examination, was no leſs taken up in 


contemplating her Charms; ſhe appeared ſo beautiful 


to him in her Sables, that he was a thouſand times a- 


. a 
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the Exceſs of his Tranſports, that of his Affection; 
but reflecting on the Effect it might perhaps produce, 
he conſtrained himſelf to make appear in his Eyes no 
more than the Reſpect due to his Quality. The ſilence 
both the one and the other obſerved, had ſomething in 
it fo ſingular, that Thamar fearing it would end in ſome- 
thing contrary to the Deſign of Don Sebaſtian, ap- 
proached Elvira, and rouzed her from that kind of Ex- 
taſy into which ſhe was fallen; Madam, faid ſhe, Ze- 
lim attends your Orders. I know ſhe does, anſwered 
ſhe, with a Sigh, which the Memory of Suza forced 
from her: Zelim, continued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to 
him, I owe my Life to you; I will not be ungrateful ; 
if you follow me to Lisbon, it ſhall be my Care to make 
you happy; and as a proof of my Gratitude, take that. 
With theſe Words, ſhe plucked a Diamond of great Va- 
lue from her Finger, and gave it to him, Keep that 
Jewel, added ſhe, as a Pledge of what I will hereafter 
do for you. The pretended Zelim fell on his Knees, 
and received the Favour ſhe beftowed on him, and 
- counterfeiting a different Voice as much as he cou'd, 
he ſwore never to quit her; and from this time to the 
day of their Departure, not an Hour paſſed over in 
which he did not give ſome Teſtimeny of his Aſſiduity 
and Zeal to ſerve her, ED | 
ELYIRA, who always look'd on him with pleaſure, 
could not conceal from Leonora and Thamar, the great 
Reſemblance ſhe found between his Features and thoſe 
of Don Sebaſtian ; but they made flight Anſwers to 
her Obſervations, in compliance with his Defires, to 
continue Zelim, till a fitter Occaſion ſhou'd diſcover 
him to be Suza. | Ig 
THESE two Confidants, without entering entirely 
into his Thoughts, did not attempt to perſuade him to 
any thing he did not expreſs an Incli nation for himſelf, 
being ſenſible of his Prudence, and that he was per- 
fectly acquainted with the whole Soul of Elvira, No- 
thing remarkable happening till the Time of their Em- 
barking, nor in the Courſe of their Voyage; I will tell 
you only, that both Elvira and Don Sebaſtian went on 
board with Sentiments _ different from thoſe which 


had accompanied them at their Landing, and that they 
2g 5 arrived 
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arrived ſafely at Lisbon; where the whole Court being 
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already informed of the Behaviour of Don Lama, and 
the unworthy Treatment he had given his Spouſe, the 
King was ready, on the preſſing Inſtances of Don Pe- 
dro, and the reſt of the Zuarian Family, to call him 
back, and oblige him to ſhew Reaſon for his Actions; 


when Elvira let them know, there was an end, at once, 


of him and her Misfortunes, by a Return which they _ 


did not expect. he | | 

ALL Licbon went forth to meet her, and the Joy 
they expreſſed at ſeeing her delivered from the Woes 
ſhe had endured, was a kind of Triumph for her: they 
conducted her to her Palace; where Donna Catherina 
de Mendoce was one of the firſt to viſit, not only through 


a perfect Regard for herſelf, but hoping alſo to hear 


from her ſome News of Don Sebaſtian, who had never 
wrote to her fince his Departure, fearing his Letters 


might, by ſome Accident, be intercepted, Don Pedro 


nd ſhe renewed their Friendſhip and natural Affection 
for the Vice-Queen, with all the Joy and Tenderneſs 
imaginable, anſwering all the Tears which the Re- 
membrance of her Misfortunes made her ſhed, and joins. 
ing her in Thanks to Heaven, which had at laſt put a 
period to them. WE ere a. | | 
DONNA Catherina wou d not preſently ask her any 
Queſtions concerning Suxa; and Donna Elvira thinki 
her Duty forbad her to think on any Man ſo ſoon af- 
ter the Death of her Husband, would make no mention. 
of him, tho* both had an equal Impatience to hear 
News of him. But Leonora, who very much longed to 
ſee the End of this Affair, reminded the fair Widow, 
that ſhe had now in preſence the Perſons before whom 


the deceaſed Don Balthazar defired his laſt Words 


ſhou'd be declared, and preſſed her to open the Casket, 
ſince there was none wanting to be witneſs of what it 
ſhou'd contain, but Don. Sebaſtian de Suza, who might 
very well be repreſented by his Mother. 

ELVIR A ſeemed ſo deſirous of deferring it ſome 
Days longer, that Leonora was obliged to be ſilent; but 
what ſhe had already ſaid, had excited ſo great a Cu- 
rioſity in all the Kindred and Friends of Elvira, who 
were there aſſembled, that it was not poſſible for her 
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to delay giving them the Satisfaction they required. 
Leonora brought the Casket, and, when opened, they 
found it contained the moſt valuable of the Vice-Roy's 
Jewels, the Deeds of his Eſtate, and whatever he had 
valuable in the World; but that. which moſt attracted 
their Attention, was a Writing in his own hand, by 
which he endowed Elvira with every thing, did the ut- 
moſt Juſtice to her Virtue, confeſſed the unworthy Mo- 
tives of his Marriage with her, his ungenerous Proſecu- 
tion of Don Sebaſtian, and his Love for Xerina; for all 
which, he entreated Pardon for Elvira, of Don Seba- 
ſtian, and of Don Pedro, and declaring that his laſt re- 
queſt to his Widow was, that ſhe ſhou'd nat wait till 


the time of mourning for him was _— but that 
» 


me ſhou'd give her Hand to his Rival, as ſoon as ſhe 
arrived at Lisbon, as a Reparation for the Wrong he had 
done him, and to render his Remembrance leſs odious 
to thoſe he had offended, t. : 

THIS laſt Teſtament being read before a numerous 
Aſſembly, Elvira cou'd not reſtrain her Tears; Donna 
Catherina bore her Company in that tender Employ- 
ment, and every one loſt the Hate they had for Lama, 
in ſeeing the Marks of his Repentance, But the Mother 


of Suza thinking it was now a proper time to men- 
tion her Son, began to teſtify the Diſquiets ſhe had un- 


dergone, in being able to hear no News of him ſince 
his Departure from Goa; and then informed Donna El- 
vira, and all who were preſent, of the Motives of his 
Voyage, and the time in which he embarked, _ 

THIS Recital involved the Vice-Queen in a Per- 
plexity, which ſhe cou'd not diſſemble; the Service ſhe 
had received from the Moor Zelim, the Reſemblance be- 
tween his Features and thoſe of Don Sebaſtian, and the 
ſecret Inclination ſhe had for him, gave her a confuſed 
Idea of ſomething which ſhe cou'd not as yer well re- 
concile to Reaſon : but without communicating her 
Suſpicions, ſhe ordered immediately, that the Negro 
Slave who came with her, ſhou'd be brought into the 
Room. Elvira having made no Anſwer to Donna Ca- 
therina's Demand concerning her Son, and her ſadden 
' ſending for the Slave, threw the Lady into moſt terri- 


tible Fears, that the ſhoud hear ſome fatal 1 
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ed. from the Mouth of that Perſon, which the Soffnefs of 
ey Elvira's Nature would not permit her to reveal her- 
y's ſelf. JFF „„ 
ad 2 ETL IM preſently appeared in the midſt of his 
ted Friends and Kindred, and before the E ves of his 
by Mother, without any of them fuſpecting him for Se- 
at- baſtian ; but if they knew him not, they could nok 
lo- help admiring him. As he came now witk an Inten- 
cu- tion to diſcover himſelf, he threw off that awed and 
all I timid Air which he had affected to deceive Elvira, 
ba- and reſumed that Look of Majeſty which was natural 
re- to him, Every Body ſpoke of him with Wonder, and 
till faid, they had never beheld ſo extraordinary a Black. 
nat DONNA Ekira, in ſeeing him thus; began to 
ne ſtrengthen the Conjectures ſhe before had formed, and 
ad impatient to be ſatisfied, Zelim, ſuid the, my Grati⸗ 
us tude obliges me ro acknowledge, before the whole 
World,” that it is to your Cares I am indebted for my i 
dus Life: what you have done for me, therefore, leaves 
na me no room to imagine you will ſilly the Glory of ſuch — 
y- pr HG by diſguiſing the Motive which in- 
uced you to them. I knew very well, that Compaſ- 
ner ſion was alone ſufficient to a generous. Mind; but I 
N- Have diſcovered ſomething, which makes mie believe , 
an- i you are excited by an Intereſt more preſſing 
Ce Declare the Truth, I conjure you, before this Com- 
pn is for my Glory to have it known. That} 
his Madam, anſwered he, throwing himſelf at her Feet, 
is too dear to me, not to be defended at the hazard of 
er- my Life, He would have continued, but the Sound | 
he of his Voice, which he no longer diſpuiſed, was ſo "I 
be- well known to Donna Elvira, and Donna Catheriria dg | 
the Vienaoce; that they both cry'd out, at the ſame time, 
ſed Oh God ! *tis Don Sebaſtian? „ 
re- VE, tis he indeed, reſumed Sebaſtian, who hav- 
wer ing dedicated his Life to the incomparable Elvira, 
ro would employ it no otherwiſe than in her ſervice, Ne- 
he ver Surprize was equal to that of this noble Company: 
. none of them would permit him to proceed, till they 
len had embraced him in their ſeveral turns, and teſtified 
ri rtheir. Joy at his Safety and return. Hamar and Leo- 
ant Vor. IV. | f ora 
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nora entreated him to acquaint the Vice-Queen and Don- 
na Catherina with all that had paſſed fince his Arrival 
from Goa. This beautiful Widow cou'd not reſtrain her 
Aſtoniſhment, and felt in her Heart a Redoubling of 
all the Tenderneſs ſhe had bore for him: the reſpect. 
ful Conduct which Suza had obſerved to her, never 
doing any thing under his Diſguiſe, which might give 
her cauſe to know him, appeared to her as great a 
proof of the Perfection of his Paſſion, as that of hav- 
ing ſaved her Life. The firſt Tumults of a confuſed 
Joy being over, he returned to Donna Catherina de Men- 
doce, to whom he teſtified all that a filial Love, Duty, 
and Gratitude cou d inſpire. 5 
IN fine, after ſome time was paſſed in Queſtions, in 
Recitals, and in Teſtimonies of the higheſt Satisfaction, 
Alvarez, was called in; who being furniſhed with the 
Water which was to reſtore them to their native Co- 
Jour, Don Sebaſtian made uſe of it, and preſently ap- 
ared ſuch as he was, Donna Catherina and Don pe- 
dro 2 Elvira to execute the Will of Lama, in eſ- 
pouling Suza in a few days; but that virtuous Lady, 
who preferred Duty to all things elſe, would not be 
prevailed with to conſent, and obliged Don Sebaſtian 
alſo not to repine at this Delay of his ſo long expected 
. Happineſs, „ e 
: ſoon as the Court was informed of the Truth of 
this Adventure, Don Sebaſtian had his Sentence of Ba- 
niſhment repealed, and he was called back to Lisbon: 
they likewiſe ordained, that the beautiful and virtuous 
Elvira ſhou'd not attend till the End of her Mourning 
for giving her Hand to 8uz4 ; willing, by this, to re- 
pair, in ſome meaſure, the Injuſtice had been done 
them both, in favour of Don Balthazar, Their Marri- 
age was ſolemnized in all imaginable Pomp, and with 
the univerſal Applauſe of all Lizboy. Thamar was made 
a Chriſtian, and eſpouſed to Alvarez; who both of 
them found a Recompence for their zeal and Fidelity, 
_ the Generoſity of Don Sebaſtian and his amiable 
HE charming Elvira, in her Union with $24. 
found, that tho Duty, conducted by Virtue alone 
CE ben | "= 25575 
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gave 2 high Reputation, yet Duty conducted by Love 


and Tenderrneſs, was the only Source of true Hap- 


pineſs. 


_ THIS Hiſtory gave an exceeding Pleaſure to Urania 
and her Friends, which they teſtified in the Praiſes 


they gave Alcippe ; not only that he had made choice 


of ſo elegant a Subject for their Entertainment, but al- 


ſo for the agreeable manner in which he had related 
| THEY had perhaps continued their Encomiums 
much longer, had they not been interrupted by a Sum- 
mons to Table, where Supper waited for them. They 
had ſcarcely placed themſelves, when Thelamont re- 


ceived. Letters from Paris, by an Expreſs which he 


had ſent thither : as they were on a preſſing Affair, he 
entreated leave of the Company to examine the Con- 
tents; and found, that his Merit, his Learning, and 


his Birth, had made the Council pitch on him for fil - 
ling a Poſt of great Honour, and required his immedi» 
ate taking the Poſſeſſion of. He wou'd not make a Se- 


cret of it to his Friends, and having ſhewed them the 


Packet, received the ſincere Congratulations of all this 


amiable Aſſembly, who reſolved to part all together 
the next Morning, EM 

AS they knew this Commiſſion wou'd very. much 
engroſs Thelamont's Time, this agreeable Society judg- 
ed they ſhould never re-aſſemble any more in this ſweet 
Retreat; Camilla cou d not diſſemble her Chagrin on 
this Subject, and ſaid a thouſand pretty things on the 
occaſion. No perſon, cry'd Felicia, interrupting her, 
has ſo much reaſon to be concerned as Orophanes, fince 
this Change aboliſhes his Laws. We ſhall follow them 
where ever we go, ſaid Urania, and the Avocation of 
Thelamort, is not at all incompatible with Rules ſo per- 
fectly agreeable. 5 5 | | 2 

I T was eaſy to ſee, however, that Urania had ſome 
Regret in _ ſo ſoen her Retreat, but ſhe.endea- 
voured to conceal it; and her Friends changing now 


their manner of Converſation, entertained each other 
Vor, IV, £4 © - 
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